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THOMAS SUMNER OF BRAZIL REPEATS AS YOUTH WORLD CHAMPION!

COMPLETE SOUTHERN CIRCUIT
RESULTS ON PAGES 21-23

Savannah Deep South Regatta
1. Tito Gonzalez 2. Larry MacDonald 3. Greg Fisher

Miami Midwinter Regatta
1. Tito Gonzalez 2. Thomas Allen Jr. 3. Steve Hayden

St. Petersburg Winter Championship Regatta
1. Allan Terhune  2. David Starck  3. Larry MacDonald

St. Petersburg Masters Regatta
1. Dick Hallagan  2. Jack Elfman  3. Jamie Brickell

Overall Southern Circuit
1. Tito Gonzalez  2. Larry MacDonald  3. David Starck

Stories and Photos in May Flashes.

John Atkins, VP Youth World
Championships

The 2004 Lightning Youth World
Championship was held in Sao Paulo,
Brazil on Guarapiranga Lake from
February 28 through March 6. 14 Teams
from Brazil, Chile, Ecuador, Greece and
the USA attended the championship.

The Regatta chairs, Torsten Bojlesen and
John Bennett, worked for the past year to
organize this championship (to the tune
of almost 1000 e-mails). They along with
their committee made this regatta what it
was. I wish to extend my thanks to each
for not only doing their respective duties
but also for making this a memorable
event for my wife and me.

The Championship was centered at the
Clube de Campo Sao Paulo, but 3 other
yacht clubs, Sao Paulo Yacht Club, Yacht
Clube Paulista and Yacht Clube Santo
Amaro, equally supported the
Championships with boats, personnel and
dinners. The sailing area is a lake formed
by a dam that was built in the 1930s and is
used as drinking water for Sao Paulo.

Three areas of the lake were used during
the championship with racing starting in
the afternoon to take advantage of the
thermally generated south/southeast
winds which were steadier than the early
day winds. Boats were provided by the
various Lightning fleets on the lake and
varied from 11700 series Allen to new
15000 series.

continued on page 20

Champions Thomas Sumner, Felipe Brito, Mark Pineda
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I just came back from St. Pete, 
I didn’t sail - again - this year
and I just hope this does
not become a trend. But
a day was enough to
appreciate how great
this traditional regat-
ta is for our class. I
had the chance to
attend the
Governing Board
meeting where we
voted against VHF
use and dropping
the drop race. It
was great discus-
sion, tough crowd,
but for now I do
believe the decisions
are the right ones for
us. Thank you all.

I also had the chance to
attend the Clinic organized
by Jamie Brickell and conduct-
ed by Greg Fisher, Ched Proctor and
Allan Terhune. Great stuff and excel-
lent attendance, really worth it.
Thanks all who helped and those
who attended!

Some of you might have noticed that
we have posted an “open items” doc-
ument on our website, which out-
lines the agenda the Executive
Committee is working on. Please do
feel free to comment or suggest top-
ics that might be of interest and have
been overlooked, always a possibili-
ty despite the great job that our Class
Secretary Jim Carson is doing.

One issue was raised at the
Governing Board meeting

regarding our ability to
adequately promote the

fact that both the Sears
and Mallory Cups
Finals are being held
in Lightnings this
year. The only thing
I can say is I
AGREE! our
Marketing
VP/Committee is
already at it and I
assure you we will
make the most out
of this excellent PR
opportunity.

The Yearbook is
almost done. Looks

very nice and we hope
to have it in your mail-

box by end of April. We
have had problems this year

choosing pictures and labeling them,
not because of lack of pics (about 25
CDs full of them), but because we
dearly miss Mary Huntsman, our
Chief Photo Editor!

Congratulations to Tito Gonzalez on
a fine Southern Circuit win and also
to Tommy Sumner, who just won his
second World Youth Title!

See you soon!
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The new and improved Lightning Training Video 
This video contains actual on the water audio and video from North

American Champions Greg Fisher and Andy Horton. This is a play by play
video, showing correct techniques for tacking, gybing, crew 

communication, spinnaker hoists and 
take-downs, plus much, much more. 

Send $24.99 plus $4.99 shipping/handling to:
Lightning Training Video 

c/o Above & Beyond Productions
8006 Dale Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63117

Please include a check or money order to: 
Above & Beyond Productions, Inc.

You can also order this video through the secure on-line Store from  the
Class website: www.lightningclass.org or 

by calling the Class office.



FLEETS IN GOOD
STANDING

As of March 20, 2004, there were 164
active fleets, meaning 164 of the 511
fleets chartered over the last 66 years
have paid dues in the last two years.
There are, of course, several fleets
with some “activity” who haven’t
been paying dues - shame on those
fleet officers for not keeping their
fleet in good standing. The list below
includes the fleets in good standing
as of March 20. If your fleet is NOT
listed here, that means Fleet Dues for
2004 have not yet been received and
your fleet has been automatically
suspended. Fleet Dues are due in
January each year and are $25.00.

1 Skaneateles Country Club; 5 Chicago
Corinthian Yacht Club; 6 Housatonic
Boat Club; 11 North Shrewsbury River;
12 Buffalo Canoe Club; 23 Indian Lake
Yacht Club; 25 Lake Mohawk Yacht Club;
26 Little Egg Harbor; 27 Leatherlips Yacht
Club; 34 Metedeconk River; 36
Pymatuning Yacht Club; 42 Western Lake
Erie; 43 Buckeye Lake Yacht Club; 47
Silver Lake Yacht Club; 50 Washington
DC; 53 Lake Fenton Sailing Club; 54
Pontiac Yacht Club; 64 Maple Bay; 69
Milwaukee Yacht Club; 73 Club Nautico
Del Muna; 74 Decatur; 75 Nyack; 77
Newport Yacht Club; 85 Niantic Bay
Yacht Club; 90 Kitsilano Yacht Club; 99
Great Egg Harbor; 104 Lavallette Yacht
Club; 110 Higgins Lake; 112 Green Bay

Sailing Club; 115 Cuba Lake Yacht Club;
121 Merrimac River; 126 Cedar Point
Yacht Club; 127 Savannah; 129 Madison
Beach Club; 135 Mobile Bay; 146
Toronto Bay; 150 Mansfield Sailing Club;
151 Annisquam Yacht Club; 154
Wawasee Yacht Club; 164 Willow Bank
Yacht Club; 166 Helsinki; 167 Lake
Davenport; 169 Lac de Neuchatel; 173
Brant Beach Yacht Club; 178 Great South
Bay; 179 Pass Christian; 180 Conneaut
Lake Yacht Club; 187 Sheboygan; 189
Marblehead; 192 Lower Susquehanna; 194
Mission Bay; 196 Surf City; 226 Biscayne
Bay; 228 Riverton; 229 Chinook; 252
Keuka Lake; 253 Susquehanna Yacht
Club; 254 Burt Lake; 257 Clark's Hill; 262
Harbor Island Yacht Club; 266 Carlyle
Sailing Association; 270 Silver Fox
Squadron/Indianapolis Sailing Club; 274
Delta Sailing Association; 279 Temple
Reef Sailing Club; 283 Columbia; 301
Champlain; 303 Cowan Lake Sailing

Association; 314 Sassafras River; 325
Rehoboth Bay Sailing Association; 326
Grand Traverse Yacht Club; 328
Jyvaskyla; 329 Severn River; 335 Barnegat
Light Yacht Club; 338 Galway Lake; 348
Lake Lanier; 358 Murtensee; 365 Catawba
Yacht Club; 368 Okanagan; 372 San
Francisco Bay Area; 374 Douglas Lake;
387 Lansing Sailing Club; 388 Jackson
Yacht Club; 405 Salinas Yacht Club; 427
Killyleagh Yacht Club; 429 Greater
Charleston; 430 Ocean City Yacht Club;
431 Southampton Yacht Club; 442 Fond
du Lac/Winnebago; 447 San Pablo Quito;
456 Tuusulvanjarvi; 463 Lake Waccamaw;
481 Wake; 484 Ithaca; 488 Rocky
Mountain; 491 Lake Nockamixon; 496
Swift Creek; 499 Pointe Claire Yacht
Club; 502 Suncoast; 506 Orient Yacht
Club; 508 Solomons; 510 Lagos Yacht
Club  ●
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Chief Measurer’s Column Carter Utzig

Secretary Jim Carson will be
publishing the minutes in
next month’s issue.

The Governing Board
met at St. Pete during
the Mid-Winters:  

The Governing Board
did not approve the
use of VHF radios at
the area and world
championships.  A
majority 2/3 vote was
necessary and the vote
was essentially a tie, so it
does not pass.  Jim will pub-
lish the results of the vote.

Throwing out the throw-out or drop
race also did not pass.  However, the
Governing Board thought that we
should consider changing the quali-
fier series during the NAs…maybe
drop the drop race.

So we can put these topics behind
us for the next few years and move
on to new and exciting things.  I
have to applaud the class.  What a
great job meeting and discussing
these topics!!!  I really felt that it was
the class speaking at this meeting
and not any one individual.

At the general meeting, it was
requested that we revisit the execu-
tive ruling on the use of sail num-
bers that are different than the boat
number.  Class rules state that the
sail numbers must match the boat
number.  However, we all know that
the class has been allowing people
to use sail numbers different from
the boat number for many years,
particularly when there has been a
leased or loaned boat situation.  

At the Worlds last year, a
number of competitors

came with their own sails
as they had done for
other championships
and been allowed to
do.  The Executive
Committee was

informed that some-
one might protest these
competitors.  The By-

Laws allow the Executive
Committee, Governing

Board or Race Committee
to interpret the class rules at

any time (with some limits) if
there is a problem or something is
not clear.  So the Executive
Committee had a choice: require
these competitors take all their num-
bers off and change them to that of
the boat they leased or rule that it
was okay to do what the class has
allowed them to do in the past.
Given that different sail numbers do
not give anyone an unfair advan-
tage, the class has allowed the differ-
ent numbers in the past, and doing
so facilitates sailing Lightnings, the
Executive Committee ruled to allow
sail (non-fictitious) numbers differ-
ent than the boat number until the
rules were rewritten.  

The rewrite will take longer than I
thought.  I know you told me so!!  So
we should just go ahead and vote on
this change independently this sum-
mer.  Be looking for a write up of
the pros/cons on the l-list and on the
class site forum.

Happy sailing

Carter

measurer@lightningclass.org ●

OFFICIAL NOTICES
All Proposed Amendments Fail

At the Governing Board Meeting in
St. Petersburg, the Governing Board
voted on five proposed amend-
ments. The proposed amendment
to the Measurement Specifications
concerning allowing the use of VHF
radios during sanctioned events
was not passed. The proposed
amendments to the four various
Rules Governing concerning the
throwout race were not passed,
meaning sanctioned events may
continue to use throwouts in scor-
ing regattas.

Secretary Jim Carson is proparing
the Minutes for publication in May
Flashes. The minutes will also be
posted on the ILCA web site as soon
as they are reviewed.

District Packets
District Commodores will receive
District packets in April or early
May. If your District officers have
changed, please let the Class Office
know immediately.
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Joel Thurtell
Copyright 2004 by Joel Thurtell

Less than 24 hours after I wrote my
last column calling for pre-emptive,
unilateral attacks on what I believed
was an over-the-hill-to-the-Dumpster-
we-go Lightning, I stepped off the
treadmill, sweaty and inspired, to
author a sequel that was uncon-
sciously but diametrically opposed to
the previous day’s exhortation.

The day before, I was on my soapbox
calling for death and destruction to
old sailboat hulks that tempt up
would-be restorers to give over huge
portions of our lifetimes to futile fixi-
it projects.

How could I relent less than a day
later?

Well, we’ve all heard of the criminal
offense known as DUIL – Driving
Under the Influence of Liquor.

Is there such a crime as WUIE?

That would be Writing under the
Influence of Exercise.

Judge: How do you plead, son?

Plug: Guilty, Your Honor.

Judge: Tell the court what you did.

Plug: Ran five k, got all excited about
some new turns of phrase and imme-
diately wrote something I earlier dis-
agreed with. First I said destroy,
destroy, destroy, then I backed off.
Too much writing too soon after
exercise.

Judge: I sense a more fundamental
problem: You are conflicted, obvious-
ly. I’m going to sentence you to 30
days of running outside, no matter
how inclement the weather, in hopes
it will tone down these urges to
excess in composition.

Today, just off the treadmill, deadline
looms and I need to reconcile two
columns that are 180 degrees apart.

Hey, I just had an idea: Why bother?
A slavish consistency is the bugbear
of nincompoops.

Right?

Plug: Your Honor, permission to
introduce into evidence Exhibit A for
the defense.

Judge: I will allow it.

So here is that column, written fre-
netically and sweatily not long after I
recommended in harsh terms the
supreme penalty for a boat on its last
legs, er, planks: 

The Associated Press Style Book tells
journalists to never write a photo
caption they haven’t seen.

I forgot that rule last month when I
wrote what I thought was the obitu-
ary of a rotten, no-good Lightning,
hull # 453.

Turns out maybe 453 wasn’t so rot-
ten or no good.

New rule: Never write a column
about a boat you haven’t seen -- or at

least whose photo you have not
seen.

I had written last month’s column – a
morbid pronouncement of death for
a noble old sailboat – based on a
description that was emailed to me. I
sent my column off to meet a Feb. 10
deadline. Wouldn’t you know, pho-
tos of 453 arrived by email that
evening.

By that time, various Lightning afi-
cionados near the boat’s dry berth in
Denver were planning how to dis-
member the corpse, having already
deemed it moribund and then some.

There was an elaborate plan to use
the boat to raise money for a local
sailing education program.

At one point, there were calls for a
big bonfire, followed by an elaborate
design for chain sawing it into small
pieces and lugging the chunks to a
landfill. To honor its memory, the
salvaged parts – mast, centerboard,
trailer and what-not – were to be dis-
tributed to people free on condition
that the parts carry for eternity a
plaque saying they once belonged to
old 453.

I thought it was a little much.

The fund-raising was fine, but the
rest -- I mean, was this a human that
died? It was not even someone’s
beloved dog.

It was a boat that people thought so
little of that even now it sits uncov-
ered and open to rain and snow. The
memorial idea seemed a little gooey.

Think about it from the recipient’s
point of view, and indeed I was
under consideration as designee for
the mast.

Here’s what I think about being
obliged to attach a marker to a mast:
Anyone who takes a delaminated
mast or rusty iron centerboard off
your hands is doing you a favor if
they store the thing and sometime
maybe even fix it up. The donation
of storage space alone is a big boon.
And then, repairing a mast takes
many hours plus the investment of
epoxy, varnish and who knows what
else. They will never sell it for any
price approaching reasonable com-
pensation  for labor and materials.

Moreover, you’d hope that the mast
or centerboard would be used on
another Lightning. At that point, it
belongs to the host boat.

To put the old, destroyed boat’s
number in a viable Lightning would
confuse matters. Might give the new
boat an identity crisis.

I was ready to make these points
when the photos of 453 came in. The
boat doesn’t look as bad as I pic-
tured it.

The description said there was a
fiberglass job that led to rotten wood
on the bottom. Maybe it’s there and I
can’t see it. 

But the photos don’t show the bot-
tom looking terrible.

Well, the photos don’t tell me about
the bottom, period. There are so
many leaves covering the floor-
boards that I can’t see the planks or
frames. 

I can see that the boat needs a new
deck. Having re-decked two Snipes, I
wouldn’t go so far as to say it’s no
big deal. But it’s a reasonable job.
Doesn’t take special talent, just a few
simple tools and some good ply-
wood.

Again, what about the bottom? My
benchmark has been the bottom of
1977, through which you could see
the parking lot. I see asphalt around
this boat, but it doesn’t show
through the bottom.

Admittedly, it doesn’t look any too
seatworthy, if you know what I
mean. Sitting down could lead to
complications in the tailbone depart-
ment.

But I wonder if anyone had a look at
bottom planks and frames from the
inside?

Doesn’t look like rigor mortis to me.

We call doctors for a second opin-
ion. Can we call a second coroner?

Having written the above, I filed it
and promptly forgot about it. A few
weeks went by and I received an
email from Bill Cabrall, of Denver,
the first coroner of record, who
reported, “The real damage to this
boat is out of sight on the port aft
bottom, where there is a large hole
and rot.”

Later still, Bill reported that while the
bottom is shot, the sides are okay
and wondered if I’d like to have the
planks.

Hmmm. Well, I already have a com-
plete set of Lightning frames squir-
reled away in my garage loft. Maybe
the planks would complete the set.

On second thought, where would I
store those planks for the multiple
decades before I never get around to
such an ill-inspired project? Hide
them alongside the frames? Or the
four wood masts and umpteen
booms, sails, etc. that I have no use
for?

Ladies and gentlemen of the jury, I
present to you the downside of the
human obsession with collecting
and restoring every material thing
imaginable.

Here’s my advice: Shoot the boat,
Bill. Blow it up, burn it, whatever.
Raise all sorts of money from it, I
wish you well. Plaster plaques on
every square inch of whatever you
save.

But please, please, don’t send those
planks to me.

Joel Thurtell can be reached at 
734-453-8303 or joel@thurtell.net or 
finder@radiofinder.com  ●

Not So Fast!  Adventures in Wooden Boating
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Craig Thayer, Skipper of #736

While some of us have updated our
boats with the installation of bailers,
a lot of boats still have none, or only
one bailer. If you are one of those
who fall into the category of having
no bailers and are tired of using a
bilge pump, old cut off Clorox bottle
and sponge, then the following may
be of interest. Similarly, if you have
leaky bailers, or only one bailer that
works on one tack, or always seems
to be on the uphill side when you
store your boat, this may inspire you
to cut that second hole or replace
that worn bailer.

Wood boats originally had no bot-
tom bailers because they didn’t exist
when the boats were made. Ditto for
ball bearing blocks, cam cleats, and
other niceties. For the purist, the
thought of cutting holes in a perfect-
ly good bottom is a tough one to
swallow. Kept on a mooring in tradi-
tional fashion, a wood boat in excel-
lent condition really doesn’t leak, as
she will tighten up after her cedar
planks swell up after a few days of
being in the water. Kept covered
with a decent cockpit cover, she will
remain almost totally dry through
most rainstorms, needing only a
moderate amount of sponging to be
bone dry.

However, as our wood boats have
gotten older and many people now
drysail their boats, the planks tend to
work more under sail, allowing
water to enter through the seams,
particularly in the garboard area
around the mast step. Higher rig ten-
sions and aluminum spars with
adjustable backstays have com-
pounded this problem. To be able to
work the boat efficiently with three
people hiking, we need to install self
bailers, so as not to tie down one of
the crew with bailing or pumping
responsibilities.

For those boats that are planked, the
bailer to buy is called a “New Large”.
It is an external mount suction bailer,

manufactured by Anderson. You will
need to mount one on each side of
the trunk in the garboard plank close
to the keel as in the photo. The fore
and aft location can vary, although I
like the bailer in the second section
ahead of the aft end of the trunk as
shown in the second photo. Note
that the floorboards have been
notched out to get your hand in to
open and close the bailer. For boats
with plywood bottoms or fiberglass
boats, an internal style bailer called
the “Super Medium” should be
selected. Both will come with tem-
plates to guide you in cutting out the
proper size hole.

Installation is done by first locating
the bailer and positioning the tem-
plate on the hull. Once the opening
and the outside dimensions of the
plate have been marked on the boat,
a drill is used to make a hole at each
corner, then the rectangular piece to
be removed is done so by cutting
between the holes using a jig saw.
The opening is then finished using a
file or rasp. On a wood boat with the
external mount, the area where the
outside plate will sit has to be chis-
eled out so that it will be flush with
the hull. Depending on the thickness
of the fiberglass hull, this area may
have to be slightly built up or mor-
tised to make the bailer flush with
the outside surface of the bottom. As
this is a wood boat article, details of
installation in fiberglass boats will
not be covered. Once the proper
depth is achieved for the plate, the
holes for the fasteners should be
drilled, being sure to use the correct
size bit where the bolts will thread
up through the wood- not too tight
nor too loose. A stainless flat washer
and nut will secure the bolts Paint or
varnish applied during the bolting
process will keep things from loos-
ening up. To keep water from get-
ting in around the plate area, and
also to protect the wood from rot,
the bailer must be bedded in a caulk-
ing compound before bolting it into
place. I have had good results with
Boat Life “Life Caulk”. This is a poly-
sulfide rubber material that is avail-
able in white, black, and mahogany;
remains flexible, and can be sanded
and painted over. Just be sure to
wipe up as much of the excess
squeezed out as possible, and
though a little hard to wipe up, it
beats sanding. Drying time is
approximately 72 hours. Do not use
silicon products, as paint will not
stick to them!

Outside the boat you may choose to
let the stainless parts of the bailer
show, or you may want to putty in
the screw slots and paint the entire
bailer. If the screw heads are left
unfilled, you should align the slots
parallel to the keel for less turbu-
lence and drag. On the inside, you
have hopefully located your bailer
where notching out your floor-

boards for access to the bailers will
not be too problematic. In my boat I
chose to change the method of
attaching my floorboards. Whereas
before they were individually
screwed into the bottom ribs, and
therefore not too easily removed for
sponging and cleaning, the new sys-
tem utilized fastening each two adja-
cent floorboards to only each other,
with cross cleats at the ends and mid-
dle. They could easily be removed by
twisting a flat metal toggle which
had been mounted on top of a small
block that was epoxied to the top of
the bottom ribs. This setup is com-
pleted by having small locator blocks
at each end of the pair of floor-
boards. You can see the cross cleat
and hold down toggle in the bailer
close up photo. Remember to leave
enough room on the blocks so that if
they swell a little you will still be able
to install and remove the floorboards
without a fight. Varnishing to seal the
blocks will help this situation a lot.
By not having the screw holes in the
bottom ribs, you also eliminate the
problem of them loosening up and
becoming a place where water can
enter and eventually cause rot.

I guess this pretty much covers this
topic. If you think your leaky bailer
is still good, but need a new gasket,
they are available for around $15 ea.,
or you can make your own out of
closed cell gasketing material. The
one other problem you may face is if
you have one of the older “Bilge Rat”
bailers that are out of production
and for which no parts are available.
Your only alternative is then to go
with the bailers currently produced.
Unfortunately, since the hole size is
different, this will entail scarfing in a
piece to fill the hole and then recut-
ting it to the new dimensions.
Should anyone have questions on
any of the above, please feel free to
e-mail or call me at work at 315-458-
3991, and I will try to answer your
questions. Next month we’ll take a
look at a topic closely related to our
wood boat’s leaking - how to mini-
mize the flexing and strain in the
mast step area through installation of
a truss.  ●

This shows my starboard external mount
bailer located in the second section ahead

of the aft end of thetrunk. Also shows
method of attaching removable floor-

boards and cutout in floorboards at the
bailer fits a beer can very nicely.

Shot of relative position of bailer, main-
sheet cleat and skipper straps.

Installing Bottom Bailers
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BOAT COVER BASICS REVISITED -  PART II
by Craig Thayer

Matching Material with
Application
In Part I we looked at several materi-
als that are commonly used in the
manufacture of marine and other
consumer products. It should have
become apparent to the reader upon
finishing this segment that no one
fabric “does it all.” With this informa-
tion now in hand, let’s take a look at
the types of covers and accessories
that are used by both racing and
cruising sailors, and in each case,
which material is best suited for that
particular application.

Storage covers - this category
would include drysail covers (full
deck and cockpit), sometimes bot-
tom covers on small boats that are
typically stored upside down, and
sail covers on cruising boats.

The one common “thread” (pun
intended) with all these covers is that
they are all used when the boat is at
rest- at the club, in the backyard, or
wherever it is kept when not being
sailed. Here, the hands-down winner
is acrylic due to its fade resistance,
breathability, and long life span as a
total synthetic. Its weakness is its
poor abrasion resistance, necessitat-

ing the addition of chafing patches
that are sewn in, or padding of these
areas by the owner when covering
the boat. Traditional cotton canvas is
also used by some fabricators as a
less expensive alternative that has
greater breathability than acrylic, and
is also more abrasion resistant and
more watertight since its natural
fibers swell when wet. However, its
lifespan is roughly half that of acrylic
with its susceptibility to acids and
mold. Finally, polyester also has a
place at the table since it offers the
small boat sailor the opportunity to
use the same cover for travel due to
its dimensional stability and good
abrasion characteristics. Drawbacks
are that it does not breathe, or mini-
mally so, is available in much fewer
colors when compared to acrylics,
and has a harsher, boardy feel, or
“hand.”

Travel covers - hull, or separate
deck and bottom covers, mast and
accessory covers such as anchor
bags, board and rudder covers, and
spinnaker pole bags allfall into this
group.

Polyester is the clear winner here
with better abrasion resistance,
dimensional stability when under

tension or when wet, and a totally
synthetic composition yielding a
much longer service life than the
number two choice- cotton.
Additionally, ounce for ounce, cot-
ton is the weaker of the two, and
degrades much more rapidly when
exposed to uv and the elements,
enabling equally strong covers to be
made of lighter polyester material
than a cotton cover. Some cottons
are produced with a brushed “nap-
back” finish on the inside that is used
in some travel covers, but really is
much more practical for covering
classic and antique cars. They tend to
be extremely heavy, and contrary to
what some have been led to believe,
its soft flannel finish will not polish
your paint or gelcoat while trailering.

In the area of accessory bags, there
can be several materials used. For
interior use, such as rudder and sail
bags, nylon is frequently chosen as it
is lightweight, available in many dif-
ferent colors, has excellent abrasion
resistance, and dries quickly. It
should not be used where it will be
exposed to uv for prolonged peri-
ods, as it will both fade and weaken
quite rapidly. Windsurfing sail and
spar bags have been traditionally 
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made of nylon, and are easily spot-
ted on the racks of vans with their
bleached out appearance.

For cruising sailors, the dodger and
bimini are their travel covers, and
can be made of acrylics polyesters,
and vinyls. The majority of this
group choose acrylic for its wide
color palette, soft cottony feel, and
no shine look. These items are usual-
ly coordinated with the uv cover on
their roller furling genoas, and sail
and hatch covers.

Combination storage/trailing
covers - these creatures are indige-
nous only to small boat racers. As all
of us realize once we get hooked on
sailboat racing and want to test our
mettle on a distant or not too distant
pond, there are so many things you
have to buy to race your boat com-
petitively, it’s becoming more of a
struggle to have enough beans left
over for gas money. Ah- wouldn’t it
be nice if we could cheat the cover
guy out of an early retirement by not
having to buy two separate top cov-
ers- one for drysail storage and one
for highway travel? Voila! Presto!
Poof! Introducing - The “combo
cover.” These hybrids will do both
jobs, but nowhere near as well as
their separate counterparts.

Generally made of polyester for
highway windwhip and abrasion,
they have virtually no breathability,
have a less than watertight mast
opening, and negligible slope for
drainage as the aft end of the boom
is meant to rest on the aft deck
instead of in a crutch. Further,
whereas I always recommend that a
light color be chosen for your deck
cover- a must if you live in the south-
ern latitudes (to minimize heat
buildup under the cover and there-
fore possible delamination prob-
lems), this is not a viable option with
a travel cover.

Enough said- the choice is yours...

Winter Storage Tarps - Some of us
remember the heavy green, waxed
cotton tarps that were used for years
to cover our boats for the winter.
While they were definitely watertight
and lasted a number of years due to
the surface coating of a waxy sub-
stance that rubbed off on you and
your boat, they were heavy as hell
and a bear to put on and off every
season.

Enter the Koreans! Virtually every
blue “poly” (polyethylene) tarp that
was and is sold in this country was
manufactured by only a few compa-

nies in Korea. Loved for their light
weight and low cost, their lack of UV
inhibitors coupled with cheap alu-
minum grommets that pulled out in
the first winter wind or from the
weight of a few inches of snow,
caused people to become less than
enamored with this technological
breakthrough. As a result, tarps are
now available that are domestically
produced which are both heavier
and stronger due to a larger denier
scrim (the woven fibers encapsulat-
ed in the plastic coating). Excellent
UV inhibitors are also added to pre-
vent the shredding and crumbling to
dust prevalent with the cheap blue
tarps, as well as quality brass grom-
mets. With care to protect them from
sharp edges, and tied down proper-
ly, these new tarps provide many
years of service. If you live in the
frozen north and must store your
boat outside, this should be the only
material you use to cover your boat
as it is totally waterproof, thereby
preventing any water from getting in
the boat and freezing, eliminating
damage due to expansion of the ice.
DO NOT use your good summer
cover in the winter as it will let water 

into the boat, and you will cut its life
by at least half. Also, DO NOT, put 

Championship Lightning Sails
Made in the USA 
by Lightning Sailors
for Lightning Sailors. The Perf o rmance Revolution!

SHORE SAILS Burlington, VT
Bill Fastiggi

150 West Canal Street Suite 5

Winooski, VT 05404

tel 802-655-SAIL (7245)

B i l l F a s t i g g i @ S h o r e S a i l s . c o m

SHORE SAILS Rhode Island 
Bill Shore

7 Merton Road

Newport, RI 02840

tel 401-849-7700

BillShore@ShoreSails.com



your summer cover under a winter
tarp, as the two will chafe against
each other and the tarp underneath
(your custom summer cover) is
always the one that will end up with
the hole(s)!

Thread -The marine fabricator gen-
erally uses two types of sewing
thread when building an outside
cover; either polyester, or Teflon
(PTFE). You may have also heard it
referred to as “Tenara”, which is the
brand name for the PTFE thread pro-
duced by W.L. Gore and Associates. I
would like to clear up the possible
misconception caused by some ads
that if your cover is not sewn with
Teflon thread then it is an inferior
product.  For those storage covers
that will spend their lives in the
northeast, upper midwest,  north-
west, or most of Canada where the
sunís rays are not particularly strong,
stitching a cover with polyester
thread makes perfect sense. It is sub-
stantially stronger initially than the
comparable size in PTFE, and will
last about as long as the cover mater-
ial. Here in the Syracuse, NY area
where when the sun comes out we
think we have made the gods angry,
I have several covers that are used
seasonally, are over ten years old,
and have never been restitched. For
travel covers that are not primarily
used as storage covers, I would

much rather have the stronger poly-
ester thread. For covers in these geo-
graphic areas or those used in trail-
ing, the polyester generally works
fine, particularly when the cost of
the PTFE thread is approaching $200
/ lb., and adds generally 10% to the
cover price..Conversely, to not
strongly recommend using the PTFE
thread for storage covers in the sun-
nier sections of our nation, or my
South American customers would be
foolish, as it will only be a matter of a
few years before the cover will have
to be restitched at a cost in excess of
the 10% premium.

General Care and Feeding of
Your Cover - As with most things, a
little care, and preventive mainte-
nance will go a long way towards
extending the service life of your
covers. Checking your trailer and
boat for burrs on fasteners, or other
sharp edges will save many an
unnecessary rip. Inspect your cover
for broken zippers, missing snaps,
and small tears that could grow to
become bigger and more expensive
problems to fix. Cleaning your cov-
ers at least once a year with some
dish soap and a soft brush to get off
loose dirt is all that is needed. Do not
try to use solvents or harsh deter-
gents to get them “like new”, as this
will usually cause a loss of water
repellency or other more severe
damage. Be sure your covers are
totally dry before you put them
away. Rudders, anchors and other
accessories should be allowed to
thoroughly dry before placing them
in a protective cover. If you have
been just been to a rainy regatta, or it
has rained for several days you
should open up the boat and let
everything air out at the first oppor-
tunity. This will prevent the forma-
tion of mildew inside the boat, and
on the covers. Placing the covers in
the direct sun until dry will kill the
mildew spores.

After about 2-4 years, you may notice
a drop in the water repellency of the
material. You should first clean your
cover as above, and then when dry,
replenish the factory applied repel-
lency by spraying with Scotchguard,
303, Aquatite or other product. This
will also help your cover to shed dirt.
Acrylics generally have been treated
with a fluorocarbon based sub-
stance, whereas polyesters often use
a silicon type product such as
Aquatite.

These are available at a number of
retail outlets or often through the
cover manufacturer. Two thin coats
with time to dry between each and
after the last one is recommended.

No one uses brass zippers anymore
as they had a propensity to corrode,
especially around salt. All that is
required with the current plastic zip-

pers is to flush them occasionally
with fresh water to remove dirt and
salt crystals. The same applies to
snaps. Spraying both zippers and
snaps with silicone (readily available
at auto stores), will keep them work-
ing smoothly. And by the way, duck
tape is not a long term substitute for
having your sails or covers profes-
sionally repaired and restitched after
a “boo boo”, “oops” or “oh sh__” has
occurred.

Upholstery and Cushions - While
this section pretty much applies to
only the big boat sailor, I would have
been remiss had it been omitted.
Whereas in past years this was an
area where tough, waterproof vinyls
were king, we are now seeing more
and more acrylics being used. With
their excellent fade resistance and
water repellant finishes, they are suit-
able for not only interiors, but also
exterior cockpit cushions. Available
in numerous colors and textures,
they are liked for their softness and
breathability, and the noticeable
absence of your bare skin sticking to
the cushion on a hot summer day.
Used for interior berths and seating
cushions, they present a more ele-
gant appearance along with the great
benefit of not feeling hot or cold to
the touch, and preventing sleepless
nights caused by the old non breath-
able vinyls. This is not to say that
vinyls are still not widely found. On
“Shhh!!” powerboats where the cush-
ions are built into the boats in the
cockpit areas, and are often left
uncovered, or will frequently be wet
from skiers and swimmers, vinyl is
the material to use. In some cases,
the closed cell foams used in exterior
cushions are covered with a vinyl
coated mesh which allows the foam
to dry out while still protecting it
from damage. You will also see a lot
of the various meshes used without
padding in outdoor deck chairs and
patio furniture.

Congratulations! This is it-you made
it to the end. Yeah, the windbag has
finally shut up. Many of you proba-
bly thought that this was influenced
by someone like Herman Melville or
W. Somerset Maugham- both known
for their short books. Hopefully at
least a few people have gleaned
some new information from my lat-
est typing escapade. There are any
number of good books on textiles
and related subjects should any of
you wish to expand your knowledge
to a higher level. I am always avail-
able should you wish to discuss any
of the above (or other things) by e-
mail or phone. Well, I guess that
about covers it! See you on the
water.
Editor’s Note: Craig Thayer is a longtime Lightning
Class member, skippering a number of his own “clas-
sic” Lightnings (most notably the gorgeous cherry-red
736) and sailing as crew on many boats. He also
owns and operates FabriCraft.  ●

S C O T T
S A I L S

MAIN $765 + $30 ROYALTY 
JIB $525 + $30 ROYALTY 

SPINNAKER $775 + $30 ROYALTY

HIGH SPEED WITHOUT THE
HIGH PRICE!

CALL OR WRITE SCOTT FINKBONER
NOW!

SCOTT SAILS
P.O. Box 7832, San Diego, CA 92167  

phone/fax  (619) 222-8788  
email scottsails@cox.net
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1st
California Circuit
California District
Championship

8 years in a row!
Long Island District Champs

2 years in a row!



A. Tacktick Race Master
You’ll be blown awayby the advantages of a
Tacktick Race Master. On the Race Master, you
can see the countdown timer and compass
heading simultaneously (no toggling back and
forth or squinting at your watch). And the
countdown timer has a synch feature (in case
your race committee lacks a decent air horn and
you're not paying attention) as well as a reason-
ably loud beep so you can...
T040 List $933.00/Layline $699.99

B. Machine Tapered Mainsheet
An exciting cordage innovation made specifically for
Lightnings by our rope manufacturer. Why tapered?
They run really well (no bumps, smooth transition),
they’re light where they need to be, they have easy-to-
grip covers, and they hold well around ratchet blocks.
FSELTMS Priced from $75.00 to $95.00

C. Bailers
Shown here are the Super Max and New Large.  The
New Large fits many older boats.  The Super Max fits
many newer boats. Inside or outside mounting is the
key difference. In the spring, put a little "Vaseline" on
the gaskets, to keep things running smoothly. If your
bailers are leaking, you can try to replace the gaskets.
Over the years, we have found that putting a whole
new bailer in properly solves the problem.  
A564133 Super Max    List$113.00/Layline $108.00
A564136 New Large List $88.00/Layline $83.00
Internal New Large Gasket
A574194 For a little piece of foam $13.00 

D. Tacktick Micro Compass
Looking to spend less than you would on the Race
Master without sacrificing the benefits of a new digital
compass?  Check out the Micro!  It’s simple, accurate,
portable, and solar-powered.  Large, readable digital
twin display.
T061 List $465.00/Layline $349.99

E. Lightning Tapered Spinnaker
Pole
Tapered poles are stiffer and stronger than straight
tubes, and they allow you to use smaller, and therefore
l i g h t e r, pole ends.  The pole is shown here with Proctor
ends, but other ends are available.  Note on measuring
for your Lightning pole: Lightnings measure their poles
from the front of the mast.  So, we will need to factor in
the distance your particular ring adds to the equation.
Just measure from the front surface of your mast to the
outside surface of your ring, where the pole will be
pressing.  We’ll do the rest of the math.  Call us for
more information.
LTSP Layline $149.99

1 - 8 0 0 - 5 4 2 - 5 4 6 3

w w w . l a y l i n e . c o m
C a l l  f o r  y o u r  2 0 0 4  L a y l i n e  C a t a l o g !

Super Max
(inside mount)

The Latest & The Best, Shipped Out Fast,100% Guaranteed!

Did you break anything at the Southern Circuit?

Cordage! Cordage! Cordage! It's the backbone of Layline, and the focus of our first catalog in 2004.
We actually stock more high-tech lines in one place than any other direct-selling business in the world.
We don't just list them in our catalog; they are on our shelves. Our active cordage wall, with one spool
for each style, color and size we stock, is 9 feet high and 114 feet in overall length. In addition to our
physical inventory, we have loads of experience we are willing to share. We welcome yours as well.
Call Layline for all your cordage needs!

A.

C.

D.

New Large
(outside mount)

E.

Conception Spinnaker Sheets
Dyneema SK75 (a.k.a. spectra) and polypropylene blend. Lightweight, soft on your
hands, and low water absorption (unlike that other fuzzy stuff!) 1/4" is great for all wind
conditions, or switch to 3/16" when you know the air is going to stay light. We use 44
feet per side. 
CON14 $0.78 per foot, $34.32 per side 
CON316 $0.56 per foot, $24.64 per side

B.

Have your boat like new before the next race
with these essentials from Layline!
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UPCOMING MAJOR REGATTA CALENDAR
A Regatta Calendar is posted on the ILCA Web Site - check http://www.lightningclass.org

2004 CALIFORNIA CIRCUIT Mission Bay Yacht Club, San Diego
April 25-26 South Bay Series
April 28 Marathon
April 29-30 Mission Bay Series

July 3-4 2004 CANADIAN OPEN CHAMPIONSHIP, Royal St. Lawrence Yacht Club, Montreal, QC

July 5-9 2004 EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP, Lake of Neuchatel, Grandson SWITZERLAND

2004 NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS Buffalo Canoe Club, Ridgeway ON Canada
August 3-6 Women’s, Juniors’ & Masters’ Championships
August 7-13 North American Championship

LIGHTNING LAB APRIL 17-18
Lightning Fleet 50 presents the 2004 Dixie District Lightning Labs on April 17/18, 2004 at Leesylvania State Park in Virginia. What
is Lightning Labs? It is a two day intensive training event for skippers and crew that starts with boat tuning, including an inspection
of your boat, and tips on how to improve its tune. In addition, there will be instruction on boat handling, including spinnaker con-

trol, and sail trim. Also covered will be strategy and tactics at the Start, upwind, around marks, and downwind. The format
includes on-shore lecture and review, and on water drills and coaching.

This is a Dixie District event being hosted by ILCA Fleet 50. Leesylvania is about 20 miles south of the District of Columbia in
Virginia just a few miles off of of I-95. Camping is available at the park for a small additional fee, and local housing can be provided

for out of town participants upon request. Contact Cathy Bleakly at 703-988-9154 for details.
Greg Fisher of North Sails will be the guest coach at the event. Greg will be using the textbook, Racing Trimby Bill Gladstone, and
will make it available for approximately $25. If you already own the book, you are encouraged to bring it with you. Greg will also

have an interactive CD available at the event for approximately the same cost. A “cheat sheet” to translate Bill Gladstone’s gener-
al sail trim pointer for specific use on a Lightning will be provided as well.

The cost is $15 per person, and an additional charge of $20 (to cover launching fees to the park) for each boat. We are limiting
the event to 20 boats and crew, but “unboated” participants are welcome. The entrance fee includes lunch both days, beer follow-

ing the on-water drills each day, plus the expertise of a top-notch sailing coach.
To pre-register for the event and to reserve your place, please send a check made out to 

Fleet 50/Frank Gallagher (skipper plus 2 crew plus boat = $65) to 
Cathy Bleakly, 14101 Compton Valley Way, Centreville, Va., 20121. Please make sure your email address is included.

If you have any questions, please contact 
Laurie Duncan at 202-546-5454 or 

Cathy Bleakly at 703-988-9154

w w w. s e rv i c e c a nv a s . c o m

www.servicecanvas.com
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NOTICE OF RACE

38th Annual California Lightning Circuit

April 25th through April 30th, 2004
✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩✩

❂South Bay Series – 5 Races in South Bay San Diego  Sunday, Monday – April 25th, 26th

❂17 Mile Marathon from Coronado Yacht Club to Mission Bay Yacht Club                   Wednesday – April 28th

❂Mission Bay Series – 8 Races  Thursday – April 29th 3 Races in Ocean

Friday – April 30th 5 Races in Bay

Entry Fee is $100.00 for all races and includes a Thursday night barbeque dinner with a beer keg 
(three dinners per boat entry).  

Races will be governed by the Racing Rules of Sailing, the prescriptions of the USSA, the rules of the ILCA, and the
racing instructions of each event.  The races are open to all Lightnings.  Scoring will be in accordance with ILCA

rules.  All races will be scored.  Please note that a boat may have multiple skippers, however, each skipper must be
on the boat for all races to qualify for overall Circuit Championship.  

You may register by mail:  Make check to Lightning Fleet 194 and mail to 
Edna Johnson, 6392 Amberly Street, San Diego, 92120.  

Or you may register Sunday, April 25th at Coronado Yacht Club.

Important:  MBYC and CYC do not allow campers or tents overnight.  
If you plan to camp, try Campland on the Bay at 858-581-4230.

For more information on the California Circuit, 
please contact Jeff Coppens at 760-583-4006 or jeffcoppens@aol.com.  

Please send Jeff an email if you are planning to attend so we may get a boat count.

http://www.lightningclass.net/fleet50/PotomacCup

Rick Welch
(703) 628-3423

rw@internationalpostalsys.com
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CALIFORNIA
2/14-15 SCYA
4/24-30 CALIFORNIA CIRCUIT
9/11-12 Pacific Coast Championship, Chinook, 

Eugene OR

CENTRAL ATLANTIC
6/5 New Jersey State Championship, Lavallette
6/12-13 District Championship, Lavallette Yacht Club
7/24-25 ATLANTIC COAST CHAMPIONSHIP, 

Toms River Yacht Club
8/14-15 Down Bay Invitational, Little Egg Harbor YC
9/11-12 Surf City 56th Annual Regatta
9/18 Canon Business Solutions Manahawkin Bay 

Regatta, Surf City Yacht Club

CENTRAL NEW YORK
5/22 Sodus One Day
6/5 Champagne Regatta, Keuka One Day
6/19-20 Caz Flash Bash, Cazenovia
6/26 Henderson Harbor One Day
7/10-11 Centrals, Skaneateles
7/17-18 District Championship, Newport
7/24-25 Wooden Boat Get Together, Onondaga YC
8/28 Onondaga One Day
9/11 Skaneateles One Day
9/25 Cazenovia One Day
10/10 Ithaca One Day

CONNECTICUT/RHODE ISLAND
5/22-23 Early Bird Regatta, Cedar Point Yacht Club
6/19-20 Connecticut Govenor'sCup, Niantic Bay YC

7/24-25 ATLANTIC COAST CHAMPIONSHIP, 
Toms River Yacht Club

10/2-3 Fall Classic, Cedar Point Yacht Club

DIXIE
4/17-18 Lightning Labs, Fleet 50
5/1-2 Doc Gilbert Potomac Cup, Fleet 50
5/15-16 No Gas Regatta, Severn Sailing Association
5/29-30 PRSA Spring Regatta, Potomac River 
6/5-6 Delaware Governor’s Cup, Rehoboth Bay
6/12-13 District Championships, Fleet 192, 

Havre de Grace MD
6/19-20 SSA Spring Series
7/3, 10-11 SSA Summer Series
7/24-25 ATLANTIC COAST CHAMPIONSHIP, 

Toms River Yacht Club
7/31-8/1 Sweet Corn, Susquehanna Yacht Club
8/21-22 Duck Challange, Fleet192/Tidewater Marina
9/11-12 Leukemia Cup / Presidents Cup, PRSA 
9/18-19 SMSA Small Boat Regatta, Solomons Island
10/2-3 SSA Fall Series
10/16-17 Frigid Digit, SSA
11/6-7 Lightning Fling, Hampton YC

FLORIDA
4/30 District Masters Championship, 

Davis Island Yacht Club
5/1-2 District Championship, Davis Island YC
7/24-25 ATLANTIC COAST CHAMPIONSHIP, 

Toms River Yacht Club
11/27-28 Thanksgiving Regatta, Davis Island YC

A Regatta Calendar is posted on the ILCA Web Site
check http://www.lightningclass.org for contacts and further information

THE 20TH IS COMING !
The 20th anniversary of the 

is happening this year 

New this year - Trophies for Top Ten finishes
Commemorative favors for all participants

And much more!
For more information visit our updated

website:   www.PYCOnline.org 
or contact Justin Proctor 

jproctor@zoominternet.net
or 330-721-9378

36th Champagne Regatta
June 5

Fleet 252
Keuka Yacht Club

Hammondsport, NY 
Central NY District

Contact 
Peter Gamba  

PGamba1007@aol.com
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INDIANA
5/1-2 Indiana Open Regatta, Indianapolis Sailing 

Club
10/2-3 50th Anniversary Hoosier Regatta at 

Lake Wawasee, Wawasee Yacht Club

LAKE ERIE
5/15-16 EBY Series, Buffalo Canoe Club
6/26-27 Niagara Frontier Invitational Regatta, BCC
7/9 District Junior Championships, 

Silver Lake Yacht Club
7/10-11 District Championships, Silver Lake YC
7/31-8/1 BCC Championships (Open Regatta), BCC
8/21-22 Cuba Lake Regatta, Cuba Lake Yacht Club
8/25 Old Salts Regatta, Buffalo Canoe Club
9/11-12 BCC Fall Regatta, Buffalo Canoe Club
9/18-19 Harvest Regatta, Silver Lake Yacht Club

LONG ISLAND
7/17-18 District Championship, Orient YC
7/24-25 ATLANTIC COAST CHAMPIONSHIP, 

Toms River Yacht Club

METROPOLITAN
4/24-25 Long John Regatta, Monmouth Boat Club
5/29-30 Magnus Pederson Regatta, Nyack Boat Club
6/5 New Jersey State Championship, Lavallette
6/26-27 District Championship, Nyack Boat Club
7/24-25 ATLANTIC COAST CHAMPIONSHIP, 

Toms River Yacht Club
10/9 LAST BLAST!, Nyack Boat Club

MICHIGAN
5/15-16 Spring Fling, North Cape Yacht Club
6/19-20 Pontiac’s Anniversary Regatta, Pontiac YC
7/10-11 2004 Michigan Districts, Bay City Yacht Club
7/17-18 Tawas Bay Regatta, Tawas Bay Yacht Club

7/31-8/1 Higgins Lake Invitational, Higgins Lake 
Sailing Club

9/11-12 White Cap Regatta, Pontiac Yacht Club
9/18-19 Last Blast , Devils Lake Yacht Club
10/2-3 Ice Breaker, Crescent Sail Yacht Club
10/17 North Cape Fall Blow-Out, North Cape YC

MIDWEST
6/5-6 Lighthouse Regatta, Fond du Lac WI
6/18-20 District Championship, Fleet 112, Green Bay
7/10-11 P&T Regatta, Milwaukee WI
7/24-25 Evans Regatta, Fleet 112, Green Bay WI
7/31-8/1 Brotz Regatta, Sheboygan WI
9/25-26 Red Flannels, Fleet 5, Chicago Corinthian
10/9 Wandering Moose, Milwaukee WI

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY
4/17-18 The Tennessean, Harbor Island Yacht Club
5/1-2 Mid-Continent , Carlyle Sailing Association
6/5-6 Junior District Championship, Carlyle
6/12-13 District Championship, Carlyle
11/6-7 Bluenose Regatta, HIYC, Nashville TN

NEW ENGLAND
6/5-6 Lake Champlain Spring Regatta, Malletts Bay 

Boat Club
7/9 Women, Junior, Masters, Malletts Bay BC
7/10-11 District Championships, Malletts Bay BC
7/24-25 ATLANTIC COAST CHAMPIONSHIP, 

Toms River Yacht Club
8/28-29 Squam Lake Lightning Regatta, Squam Lakes 

Association
9/11-12 Massabesic Regatta, Lake Massabesic YC
9/25 Bow Lake One Day Lightning Flash, 

Bow Lake Yacht Club
10/9-10 MBBC Leaf Peeper, Malletts Bay Boat Club
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Pymatuning Yacht Club
Jamestown, PA

Contacts:   Tina and Dave Vieregg 
(440) 582-1812 tina.vieregg@cox.net

Children and families are welcome. 
Camping will be available on a limited basis. 

PYC is located on U.S. 322, 
1/2 mile east of the Ohio/PA border

W H Y ? a re more and more Lightning Sailors choosing  FA B R IC R A F T for their cover & accessory needs?

Interested in coming on board?  
Send us a fax, email or call us today!

phone 315/458-3991  fax 315/458-3897   fabricraft@a-znet.com
Also available: RC Start Sequence Flags,  Code Flags, Custom Yacht Club Flags, & Lightning Class Flash Flags

✔  Easy to use, field-tested designs 
✔ Finest quality workmanship and materials
✔ Friendly, knowledgeable customer service
✔  Widest choice of color options available
✔ 100% satisfaction guarantee since 1989
✔ Optional PTFE thread for high UV areas
✔  We’ve sailed Lightnings since 1965

B E CAU S E : ✔ Crafted with pride in the USA with American-made materials
✔ FREE:   Storage bags with all deck & cockpit covers
✔ FREE:  All necessary tiedowns and hardware
✔ FREE:  Shipping with check in advance

YES WE MAKE
hiking straps
deck covers
travel covers
rudder covers

YES WE MAKE
spinnaker & tiller bags

anchor bags
mast covers
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NIGERIA
5/15 Nigerian Lightning Nationals, Lagos YC

OHIO
5/8-9 Spring Classic, Pymatuning Yacht Club
6/12-13 Windshift Regatta, Leatherlips
6/26-27 District Championship Regatta, Cowan Lake 

Sailing Association
7/3-4 Independence Day Regatta - 55th Annual, 

Pymatuning Yacht Club
7/17-18 Stumpbuster, Indian Lake
9/11-12 Harvest Moon, Atwood
9/25-26 Bare Bones, Mansfield
10/9-10 Snowball, Buckeye
10/23-24 Cowan Fall-In Regatta, Cowan Lake SA

PACIFIC NORTHWEST
5/22-23 Blossom Time Regatta, Okanagan YC 
5/29-30 Ice Breaker Regatta, Chestermere Lake
5/29-30 Memorial Day Regatta, Chinook
6/5-6 Vancouver Lake Regatta, VLSC 
7/10-11 Kitsilano Regatta/District Championship, 

Kitsilano Yacht Club
9/11-12 Harvest Regatta/Pacific Coast Championship, 

Chinook
10/9-10 Seattle Regatta, Seattle YC 
10/24 Team Races, VLSC

SAINT LAWRENCE VALLEY
7/3-4 Canadian Open, Montreal

SOUTHEASTERN
4/24-25 Cottonwood Regatta, Catawba YC, 

Lake Wylie NC
5/22-23 Lake Norman Voodoo Regatta
6/4-6 District Champs, Carolina Yacht Club, 

Wrightsville Beach, Wilmington

6/26-27 Beaufort SAYRA
7/10-11 Oriental Sailing Social, Oriental NC
7/24-25 SAYRA Open, Charleston Yacht Club
7/24-25 ATLANTIC COAST CHAMPIONSHIP, 

Toms River Yacht Club
9/11-12 Augusta Invitational Regatta GA
9/25-26 Indian Summer Lightning Regatta, Lake 

Waccamaw NC
10/2-3 Atlanta Cup, Lake Lanier Sailing Club, Atlanta
10-23-24 Borderline Regatta, Kerr Lake

SOUTHERN
3/13-14 Spring Fling, Jackson Yacht Club
5/8 Opening Regatta, Pass Christian Yacht Club
5/24-25 Juby Wynne One-Design Regatta, Southern
YC
6/5-6 District Championship, Buccaneer YC
7/24-25 Summer in the Pass Regatta, Pass Christian
YC
7/31-8/1 Birthday Regatta, GUA Championship, PCYC
9/18-19 GYA Race Week, Bay Waveland Yacht Club
10/23-24 Hospitality Regatta, Jackson Yacht Club
12/18-19 Nokia Sugar Bowl Regatta, Southern YC

TEXAS 
4/24-25 Leukemia Cup Regatta, Corinthian Sailing 

Club, Dallas
6/12-13 District Championship Regatta, Corinthian 

Sailing Club, Dallas

SPARE PARTS IN STOCK:

MASTS BOOMS
RUDDERS TILLERS 
SPINNAKER POLES ASTROBLOCKS
BAILERS HARKEN FITTINGS

FU Z Z Y

S P E C I A L T I E S
LET US UPGRADE 

YOUR BOAT

MODERNIZATION 
OUR SPECIALTY

Write or call 
JIM CARSON  

499 Princeton Avenue  
Brick, NJ 08724

Telephone 732/892-1924
FAX 732/892-1735

jgcfuzzy@comcast.net

Onondaga Yacht Club 
Fleet 10 

Liverpool, NY USA 
Contact  Craig Thayer phone 315/458-3991 email

thayer@a-znet.com

Come join the fun and enjoy some casual racing on
the protected waters of Onondaga Lake. 

Ramp or hoist launch. 
Lunches and Saturday cookout at the club. 

Mark your calendar now! 

EARLY REGISTRATIONS APPRECIATED!!!
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If you are arriving by air, you can
contact Niagara Air Bus to arrange
transportation from either the
Buffalo or Toronto airports.
Reservations are required.

Contact: Ginny Daniels,
housing@buffalo2004.org 

*Note: Hotels with an asterisk before
the name have set aside blocks of
rooms at reduced prices for regatta
participants. Please identify yourself
as a regatta participant and book
early, as these rooms will be held for
a limited time only.

Name
Address / Website
Telephone / Email
Distance 

Best Western (Rose City Suites)
300 Prince Charles Drive
Welland, Ontario
800-387-8186
30 km

Capri Motel
629 Main Street
Port Colborne, Ontario
905-835-5474
20 km

* Comfort Inn
1 Hospitality Drive
Fort Erie, ON
905-871-9388
gm.cn004@choicehotels.com
17 km

Crystal Beach Motel
112 Ridgeway Road
Crystal Beach, Ontario
www.crystalbeachmotel.com 
905-894-1750
info@crystalbeachmotel.com 
5 km

Goodnight Motel
664 Main Street
Port Colborne, Ontario
905-834-0677
25 km

* Holiday Inn
1485 Garrison Road
Fort Erie, Ontario
905-871-5411
15 km

Howard Johnson Inn
139 Garrison Road
Fort Erie, Ontario
17 km

Port Motel
20134 Hwy 3
Port Colborne, Ontario
20 km

Red Mill Inn
1131 Niagara Street North
Welland, Ontario
905-732-2159
30 km

Sandman Motel
4771 Hwy 3
Sherkston, Ontario
905-894-1011
15 km

Seaway Motel
650 Main Street, West
Port Colborne, Ontario
905-834-9854
20 km

Sherkston Shores
www.sherkston.com 
877-482-3224
15 km

Niagara Airbus Contacts

from 416/905 area codes
1-800-268-8111

Local   905-374-8111
Toronto   905-677-8083
Buffalo, New York   716-835-8111

Niagara Falls, NY   716-625-6222 

Toll Free North America: 
800-206-7222

Housing will be provided by BCC
members for the Women's and
Junior's teams.

2004 NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS
BUFFALO CANOE CLUB 
REGATTA WEBSITE  
www.buffalo2004.org

HOUSING
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BOAT OWNERSHIP CHANGES BY DISTRICT

Active Class Members are published in blue type.

New Owners who have recently become Active Members are indicated in red by *
“A” indicates amatuer builder building own boat.

PLEASE LET THE CLASS OFFICE KNOW THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE NEW OWNER WHEN YOU SELL YOUR BOAT!

CALIFORNIA 12118 Cort Chambers, 780 Via Montanosa, Placerville, CA 95667 U

CENTRAL ATLANTIC *15052 Robert Warner, 457 Madison Avenue, Toms River NJ 08753 99

DIXIE 9544 Garrett Pensell, 101 Northway, Havre De Grace MD 21078 192
*14139 Robert B Harmon, 4995 Morning Star Drive, Dayton MD 21036 329
14165 Robert McAnally, 40 Green Pond Lane, Glenmoore PA 19343 192

*14927 Dr. D. Michael Wertz, 460 Chestnut Lane, York PA  17403 253
15210 Kevin MacNeil, 740 Willow Road, Lancaster PA 17601 253

INDIANA 15213 Jeff Schmahl, 5329 East 72nd Street, Indianapolis IN 46250 154

METROPOLITAN 6454 NJ Sea Scouts
*13363 Benjamin Brownell, 149 Old Glenham Road, Fishkill NY  12524 U
A15209 David Murphy, 196 Heights Terrace, Middletown NJ 07748 U

MICHIGAN 13479 Frank Klimko, 7326 Hardisty Drive, West Bloomfield, MI 48324 54

MIDWEST 4557 Dean Dainsberg, 4743 County Road 11 NE, Alexandria MN 56308 U
11125 Joseph W. Consamus, 2802 Thompson Drive, Ames IA  50010 U
14778 Mike Tennity, 1365 Fox River Drive, DePere WI 54115 112

A 15212 Bob Sturdevant, 3146 West Calhoun Blvd #405, Minneapolis MN 55416 U

OHIO 694 Friedlander Boay Scout Camp, Cincinnati OH U
14067 Bob Shutt, 1093 Braden, Mansfield OH 44907 150
14824 Mike Shayeson, 7650 Cayguga, Cincinnati OH 45243 303

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 8883 Keith Bergner, 4124 West 11th Avenue, Vancouver BC V6R 2L6 90

SOUTHEASTERN *9398 Phil Taylor,  5538 Sharpe Drive, Raleigh NC 27612 481
& Jay Taylor, 4511 Bartlett Drive, Raleigh NC 27609

10156 Rick Barton, 21324 Rio Oro Drive, Cornelius NC 28031 415
14682 Bob Cowen, Wilmington NC 511

SOUTHERN 15211 Larry Frost III, 2434 Toulander Street, Mandeville LA 70448 62

Prices white blue colors
6” skirt 299 310 327
full-size 456 482 504
nap back rudder cover 52
sail # on cover 38

now available UV proof Goretex thread!

1744 Prescott So.
Memphis, TN 38111
Chris Rooke
(901)744-8500
website wwww.rookesails.com
email rooke@rookesails.com

ROOKE SAI L  INC.

Sunbrella Acrylic      Covers    
• light and easy to install
• material will not mildew, rot, or shrink
• made with 1st quality Sunbre l l a
• material has 5 year warr a n t y
• heat-cut edges on seams will not fray
• straight-stitch seams hide thread from UV
• delrin zipper protected w/velcro flap
• hooded mesh vents forw a rd and aft
• many colors available, samples by re q u e s t
• port or c/l boom cru t c h
• durable Goretex tread with an up charg e
• VISA/MC~add UPS, check in advance~no UPS

Flashes advertiser and cover maker for 30 years!
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Greg Fisher

Coconut Grove Sailing Center,
Miami FL, December 2003
For several years we have heard
great reports and stories about the
Orange Bowl regatta. Of course
there’s the weather that in late
December is hard to beat (this year it
was 70-75 degrees, sunny and the
breeze was 5-10mph- no kidding!).
There’s the tremendous competition,
the great setting of “interesting”
Coconut Grove and the wonderful
hospitality that only Fleet 226 can
provide. 

My wife JoAnn and I left Annapolis
Christmas afternoon and after a
leisurely and uneventful drive,
arrived Saturday afternoon. There,
already resting under a cozy palm
tree in prime pole position was the
Elfman clan. I think the topic of dis-
cussion for Cindy and Jack was how
they could retire that week and who
they might find to ship all their
belongings to Miami! Shortly there-
after, the Ruhlman family rolled in
with three boats from Ohio … a true
family vacation!

Paul Wurtzebach had at least 20 peo-
ple in his SUV and survived the near
straight through drive, albeit cozy,
from Chicago. Mandy and Capn Hof
Hofmeister made it in the nick of
time Saturday morning. Mark Allen,
Michael Norris and Joel Humphrey
from Michigan; Dave Spira and Steve
Davis trekked all the way from
Colorado. John Faus and Dick Moyer
made the long crowded drive down
the Garden State Parkway. It became
very obvious that this regatta was
quite the draw! Again, it didn’t take
long for JoAnn and me to figure out
why.

JoAnn and I sailed this regatta a little
differently. Instead of drawing
straws as to who would drive, we
decided to take turns. Our buddy,
Mike Ingham from Rochester joined
us as our third and he too, would
steer 1/3 of the races. Mike, while a
newcomer to the Lightning, is one of
the best small boat sailors in the
country. He is the current J/24 North
American Champ and a perennial
Thistle National champion. Suffice it
to say Mike had no trouble becom-
ing acclimated to the Lightning and
racked up the best score of the three
of us!

The first race started in those condi-
tions only Biscayne Bay is known 

for, a solid 10-12mph breeze, sunny,
a little chop. We were fortunate
enough to round the first mark in
the lead with up and coming junior
champion, Robert Ramirez, close
behind. We held onto the win with
Robert second and Steve Horwitz
sailing a great race for third. Jack
Elfman, who I think already had FL
registration numbers on his bow,
was fourth.

The second race, Mike Ingham
steered, and clicked in a 2nd behind
Jack Elfman. Not too bad for his first
race in a Lightning! David Helmick,
with his son and daughter crewing
were 3rd. Mark Allen sailed a nice
race for 4th. Michael Norris finished
fifth in this race and by the way, his
first race in his brand new boat after
a longtime absence from Lightning
sailing. Welcome back, Michael!

The third race was JoAnn’s turn to
steer and she rounded the top mark
in decent shape only to have her
“stellar” crew forget about the spin-
naker hoist. In fact, her stellar crew
tied the spinnaker in a very large
knot around the second weather
mark and only her speedy steering
pulled us back to a 7th. The Helmick
family owned this race with Robert
Ramirez second and Pauley
Wurtzebach in third. Capn Hof sailed
to a nice 4th. Michael Norris was
again fifth.

I sailed the 4th race for our team and
what a race it was. I was only over by
a half a boat length at the start and
by the time we restarted and went
the wrong way the first beat, found
us luckily to be in 6th at the top
mark. I continued on my roll and
dropped back to 8th. Pauley and the
Helmicks were having a battle, I was
told (didn’t have binoculars to see),
with the Ruhlman family ( Maegan
and Rob) in third and fourth.
Maegan was also tuning up for her
trip to Brazil for the Junior Worlds …
good luck Maegan! Steve Davis
sailed to a strong fifth.

I did mention three Ruhlman boats
came to the Orange Bowl and it
would be inappropriate to neglect
Ryan and his team. They did play a
big factor in everyone’s sailing who
raced close to them. Seems Ryan had
anticipated the big breeze Miami can
so often provide and brought his col-
lege roommates for a total crew
weight of over 600lbs. On the
course, we all realized how impor-
tant it was to have our teams slide aft

in the boat upwind when we crossed
tacks with Ryan. Otherwise his quar-
ter wake would have easily
swamped anyone within 2 boat
lengths.

The 5th race was Mike Ingham’s sec-
ond race to steer and he seemed to
adjust ok to the feel of the Lightning
and collected the bullet. Rob
Ruhlman sailed a great race for sec-
ond and the Helmick family claimed
third. Robert Ramirez was 4th and
Joel Humphrey sailed a nice race to
5th. Sam Septembre, sailing Fay
Regan’s boat, was a solid sixth.

The 6th and final race was sailed in
the lightest breeze of all. JoAnn
steered this race exceptionally well
and led all the way until the last
downwind leg when the breeze
finally died. Jack Elfman, with Cindy
flying the spinnaker in some very
trying conditions, slowly but surely
clawed by us to take the gun. I heard
several well wishers congratulate
JoAnn on a nice race and say if she
only had a decent spinnaker trimmer
(that would be yours truly) like
Cindy, she might have held on.
Pauley sailed strong for the third and
Rob for his second fourth, and Joel
for his second 5th. 

With the Helmick’s unfortunate 9th
place finish in the last race, the
Fisher, Fisher, Ingham team barely
squeaked by the Helmick family
(who might have been the speediest
boat out there with 4 races in the top
3!) for the overall win, Paul
Wurtzebach third, Jack E 4th and
Robert Ramirez 5th.

Art Auwaerter and his team should
be congratulated on a superb job in
setting great starting lines on square
courses. The races were timely as
well so we were allowed some great
socializing time on shore. Speaking
of socializing, again the hospitality of
Fleet Captain Dmitriy Yankovenko
and all the members of Fleet 226
can’t be stated enough. There was a
buffet dinner Monday night and of
course, the parties each night were
great.

Not that anyone needs an excuse to
be in Miami in the middle of the win-
ter, but The Orange Bowl is certainly
worth the drive! Perhaps next year I
will still be allowed to at least drive
the boat down and set it up for
JoAnn and Mike! Thanks again to all
of the members of CGSC who made
the regatta so perfect! See you all
there next year!  ●

THE 2004 MIAMI ORANGE BOWL REGATTA
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YOUTH WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
Clube de Campo de Sao Paulo (Lightning Fleet 462), Guarapiranga Lake, Sao Paulo Brazil
February 28-March 7, 2004
14 Boats, 5 Countries, 6 Races, 1 Throwout
BRA  14 Thomas Sumner - Felipe Brito - Mark Pineda 2 1 1 1 3 2 7
BRA 1484 Marcelo Bellotti - Eduardo Molina - Alejandro Carri 1 2 2 4 2 1 8
BRA 14894 João Hackerott - Constantin Vassilas - Jorge Zarif 5 4 5 8 10 3 25
GRE 11811 Vasilas Angelos - Mitakis Ioannis  - Mantis Konstantinos 3 10 4 5 6 8 26
GRE 14211 Christos Mavridis - Anastasios Tsekouras - John Adamopoulos dsq 8 3 2 9 5 27
ECU 14671 Sebastián Herrera - Juan Andrés Santos - Carlos Drouet 7 11 8 3 7 4 29
GRE 13801 Verginadis Panagiotis - Alafogianis Dimosthenis - Polycandriotis Evangelos

6 5 9 6 avg 6 29.5
USA 15103 Robert Ramirez - Eric Aronsohn - Nick Oliveira 4 3 11 10 4 9 30
USA 15075 Maegan Ruhlman - James Roe  - Martha Fisher 8 6 10 ocs 1 7 32
USA 14994 Ben Spiller - Jon Ribich - Aaron Thompson 11 9 6 7 5 10 37
BRA 14845 Felipe Bastos - Henrique Cabette - Christian Vostoupal 9 14 7 11 13 12 52
CHI 11011 Diego González - Patricio Flores - Cristián Barahona 12 7 dsq 13 12 14 58
ECU 14674 Alfredo Ochoa - Benjamin López - Jorge Norero 13 13 12 9 ocs 11 58
BRA 12657 Adriana Overgoor - Fillipe Gil - Sergio Sorrentino 10 12 13 12 11 13 58

The PRO was Claudio Buckup who
provided excellent race committee
work and the Jury consisted of 3 IJs,
Nelson Illha from Brazil, John
MacCall from Argentina and Xavier
Roca from Ecuador along with 2
National Judges, 1 from Chile and 1
from Brazil. There were a few
protests and all breakdowns were
minor and were resolved quickly by
the repair crew on the water before
racing started.

All six scheduled races were run pro-
viding a throwout. Two races were
run on Monday, the first in light
backing winds requiring course
changes throughout the race.
Marcelo Bellotti won, with defend-
ing youth champion Thomas
Sumner in second and Vassilas
Angelos of Greece in third. The sec-
ond was in moderate air from the
thermally generated southeast.
Thomas Sumner won with Marcelo
in second and Robert Ramirez of the
USA in third. Only one race was
sailed on Tuesday and that being in
an unsteady westerly. Thomas won

with Marcelo in second and Christos
Mavridis of Greece in third.
Wednesday was a scheduled layday
providing a time for the competitors
to relax and get together. Two races
were run on Thursday, both in a
steady south wind with a little rain
thrown in throughout both races.
Race 4 was won by Thomas, with
Christos finishing second and
Sebastian Herera of Ecuador in
Third. Race 5 was won by Maegan
Ruhlman of the USA, Marcelo in sec-
ond and Thomas in third. The sixth
race was held on Friday in moderat-
ed air. Marcelo won with Thomas in
second and Joao Hackerott of Brazil
in third.

Brazil took 1, 2 and 3 with Thomas
Sumner retaining his Youth World
Championship title. Second place
and one point out of first was
Marcelo Belotti, who sailed in 2002
as well. The third place was Joao
Hackerott.

Overall this was a great champi-
onship for the competitors not only

for the sailing but probably even
more so for the friendships made.
This championship has both helped
the local fleets grow with lots of pub-
licity and brought the fleets together.
There is a great deal of interest for
the younger Brazilian sailors to race
the Lightning as a result of hosting
the Youth Worlds and many are
already looking forward to 2006 in
Europe.

Congratulations to Thomas, Felipe
Brito and Mark Pineda on repeating
as Lightning Youth World
Champion, and also to all the com-
petitors who displayed true
Corinthian Spirit both on and off the
water.

Thanks to both the Organizers and
the Competitors for a great regatta. ●

Good Starts - Tight Roundings - Great Competition!
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SAVANNAH DEEP SOUTH REGATTA
Savannah Yacht Club, Savannah GA, March 13-14, 33 Boats, 3 Races, No Throwout
1 11011 Tito Gonzalez/Santiago, Chile 2 1 2 5
2 15064 Larry MacDonald/ Carlisle, ON 3 3 1 7
3 14821 Greg Fisher/ Arnold, MD 1 4 5 10
4 15119 David Starck/ Buffalo, NY 7 2 6 15
5 15083 Jeff Linton/ Tampa, FL 11 7 3 21
6 15202 Ched Proctor/ Southport, CT 5 9 8 22
7 14752 Steve Hayden/ Lake Mary FL 10 6 7 23
8 14924 Allan Terhune/ Swedesboro, NJ 4 16 4 24
9 15168 Thomas Allen/ Kenmore, NY 6 8 10 24
10 14855 Richard Hallagan/ Newark, NY 9 5 19 33
11 15122 Jim  Carson/ Brick, NJ 15 17 11 43
12 15085 Lenny Krawcheck/ Charleston, SC 19 10 15 44
13 15075 Rob Ruhlman/ Cleveland, OH 8 20 18 46
14 14811 Thomas Allen, Sr/ Buffalo, NY 20 18 9 47
15 14396 Ken Deyett/ Candia, NH 12 13 23 48
16 15116 Bill Mergenthaler/ Aberdeen, NJ 17 19 12 48
17 14905 David Gorman/ Malone,  NY 13 12 24 49
18 14629 Stephen Constants/ Edgewater, MD 14 21 14 49
19 15103 Steven Davis/ Centennial, CO 24 14 16 54
20 14450 George Francis/ Brick, NJ 23 15 21 59
21 15016 Jamie Brickell/ Sykesville, MD 25 22 13 60
22 15171 Josh Goldman/ Westport, CT 16 11 DNF 61
23 15024 Jason Werner/ Fallston, MD 18 25 25 68
24 15084 Joseph Buczkowski/ Virginia Beach, VA 22 24 26 72
25 11771 Bill Sloger/ Charleston, SC 21 DNF 20 75
26 15078 Bruce Richards/ Nashville, TN 26 26 27 79
27 14950 Ed Michels/ Edgewater, MD 29 DNF 17 80
28 14415 George Glenn/ Vineland, NJ 28 23 30 81
29 151 Ryan Flack/ Livonia, MI 27 DNS 22 83
30 15180 Pamela Barron/ Duluth, GA 30 28 29 87
31 14620 Ron Wright/ Clover, SC 31 27 31 89
32 15203 Sandy Huntsman/ Red Bank, NJ DNS DNS 28 96
33 14525 John Bates/ Lancaster, PA DNF DNS 32 100

MIAMI MIDWINTER REGATTA
Coral Reef Yacht Club, Miami FL, March 16-17, 48 Boats, 5 Races, No Throwout
1 35 Tito Gonzalez, Diego Gonzalez & Fernando Gallyas/490 10 7 1 1 3 22
2 25 Thomas Allen, Jr., John Humphery & Bill Pictor/12 2 11 2 3 10 28
3 33 Steve Hayden, Barr Batzer & David Hood/502 5 1 3 9 17 35
4 32 Sean Fidler, Marek Valajek & Eric Wulff/54 4 4 6 17 4 35
5 53 Ched Proctor, Todd Johnson & Kattie Offerman/126 1 6 5 2 22 36
6 52 Jody Swanson, Matt Ward & Stuart de Lisser/12 16 9 10 6 2 43
7 37 Allan Terhune, Katie Terhune & Kristen Terhune/99 6 10 9 10 8 43
8 42 Jeff Linton, Amy Smith Linton & Mark Taylor/502 12 8 4 7 14 45
9 40 Mark Bryant, Dave Peck & J.P. Del Solar/502 8 5 8 13 11 45
10 27 JoAnn Fisher, Greg Fisher & Brian Hayes/329 7 14 13 4 12 50
11 19 David Starck, Ernie Dieball & Jared Drake/12 9 2 26 11 5 53
12 22 Larry MacDonald, Joy MacDonald & Kevin Robinson/12 3 3 7 DSQ 1 63
13 57 Rob Ruhlman, Abby Ruhlman & Maegan Ruhlman/36 23 16 14 8 9 70
14 51 Frank Atkinson, Jamie Rabbit & Fred Sage/226 13 15 20 12 16 76
15 11 William Mergenthaler, John Faus & Bill Warner/99 15 18 19 14 13 79
16 50 Nathaniel David Helmick, Paige Helmick & Fritz Muller/226 11 13 15 35 6 80
17 47 David Gorman, Donald Brush & Tim Mc Cormick/301 17 17 11 27 15 87
18 28 Richard Hallagan, Hindrikx Teneyck & Dan Pope/77 20 19 18 5 26 88
19 16 Kenneth Deyett, George Deyett & Geof Gibby/273 22 22 16 15 18 93
20 39 Jack Elfman, Cindy Elfman & Dan Gilman/196 18 21 17 32 19 107
21 34 Dick Moyer, Sam Septembre & Will Green/228 28 23 21 16 20 108
22 15 Bill Mauk, Andy Horton & Carrie Howe/226 30 12 24 21 24 111
23 17 Michael Holly Jr., Valerie Holly & Dave Sprague/215 14 27 12 25 38 116
24 45 Paul Wurtzebach, Mike Elmergren & Monica Trejo/5 26 29 22 20 21 118
25 41 Stephen Horwitz, Bob Hannau & Paco Calvet/226 19 32 27 28 28 134
26 14 Jason Werner, Brian Debrincat & Pat Phelan/192 24 26 37 18 32 137
27 18 Lauri Hemming, Antti Varheenmaa & Kimmo Aromaa/166 21 25 31 30 30 137
28 43 Joseph Buczkowski, Tammi Jamison & Rich Morris/509 27 24 23 29 34 137
29 26 Thomas Allen, Sr., Mark Grinder & Judy Murphy/12 35 20 29 34 29 147
30 21 Eric Aschaffenburg, Robert Schimeck & Peter Kahle/179 29 31 28 23 37 148
31 61 Jamie Brickell, Kimberly Brickell & Susie Brickell/329 33 37 35 22 23 150
32 20 Steven Davis, Sean Carroll & Jan Davis/488 32 35 44 33 7 151
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Used Lightning Equipment
Refurbished wooden masts with or without
hardware, sails for modern & wood rigs, 
spinnaker poles, rudders (ask about our
“Kick-up” rudders for cruising!), more

11803 Priscilla Lane, Plymouth MI 48170

finder@radiofinder.com or 734/453-8303 

33 24 Jim Carson, Eric Reitinger & Andrew Brennan/34 47 30 33 19 25 154
34 31 David Spira, Jen Armbruster & Ryan Flack/488 36 28 30 24 36 154
35 12 Jonathan Lange, Philip Lange & David Ortiz/329 31 34 34 36 40 175
36 54 George Francis, Dick Thomas & Chuck Coyer/34 37 42 32 42 27 180
37 29 Ed Michels, David Sliom & Melissa Currier/329 45 41 36 31 31 184
38 10 David Kurtz, Ian Anderson & Michelle Sumpton/226 44 36 39 37 33 189
39 46 Starling Mikell, III, Gene Shue & Carol Park/253 40 43 41 38 35 197
40 66 David Young, Tom Stannard & Batton Kennon/262 41 44 38 39 41 203
41 36 Gregory Hall, E. Jennifer Hall & Chris Lagan/85 42 45 DNF 26 42 204
42 44 Joel Humphrey, Molly Hopkins & Mark Allen/54 25 33 DNF DNS DNS 205
43 23 Stephen Constants, Mike Constants & Jared Ackers/329 DNF 38 25 DNF DNS 210
44 48 John Bates, Heather Dodd & Smekal/253 43 46 42 41 39 211
45 30 George Koch, Georgeann Koch & James Morton/506 39 40 40 DNS DNS 217
46 38 Steve Little, Jeannette Little & Jillian Stokes/484 46 47 43 40 43 219
47 49 George Glenn, Chappy Hopkin & Heather Huff/430 34 39 DNF DNS DNS 220
48 13 Paul Huntsman, Jr., Kristin Beshore & Greg Beshore/70 38 DNS DNS DNF DNS 234

ST. PETERSBURG WINTER CHAMPIONSHIP REGATTA
St. Petersburg Yacht Club, St. Petersburg FL, March 19-21, 61 Boats, 3 Races, No Throwout
1 37 Allan Terhune, Katie Terhune & Rob Ruffus/Swedesboro, NJ 4 4 1 9
2 19 David Starck, Joe Starck & Tom Starck/Buffalo, NY 5 3 3 11
3 22 Larry MacDonald, Adam MacDonald & Debbie Probst/Carlisle, ON 2 2 13 17
4 18 William Faude, Ernie Dieball & Jared Drake 3 7 10 20
5 32 Sean Fidler & Will Jeffers 6 15 4 25
6 28 Richard Hallagan, Hendrix TenEyck & Dan Pope/Newark, NY M 12 8 11 31
7 39 Jack Elfman, Cindy Lister-Elfman & Dan Gilman/Surf City NJ M 13 19 2 34
8 72 Colin Park, Karen Park & Matt Bryant/St. Petersburg, FL 10 9 16 35
9 53 Ched Proctor, Todd Johnson & Katie Offerman/Southport, CT 8 6 22 36
10 27 Brian Hayes, Greg Fisher & JoAnn Fisher/Milford, CT 11 21 5 37
11 25 Thomas Allen,Jr, Bill Pictor & John Humphrey/Kenmore, NY 19 5 15 39
12 64 Peter Denton, John Townsend & Stephanie Ruiter/Moorestown, NJ 17 14 14 45
13 42 Jeff Linton, Amy Smith-Linton & Mark Taylor/Tampa, FL 34 11 6 51
14 69 Pete Marriott, Randy Beachamp & Clay Rumble/Charlotte, NC 7 26 21 54
15 57 Rob Ruhlman, Abby Ruhlman & Maegan Ruhlman/Cleveland, OH 18 13 24 55
16 41 Stephen Horwitz, JP Del  Solar & Andrew Vann/Miami, FL 16 12 32 60
17 45 Paul Wurtzebach, Mike Elmergreen & Monica Trejo/Woodridge, IL 14 16 31 61
18 35 Tito Gonzalez, Diego Gonzalez & Fernando Gallyas/Santiago, Chile 1 1 62\OCS 64
19 61 Jamie Brickell, Susie Brickell & Kimberly Brickell/Sykesville, MO M 20 40 9 69
20 52 Paul Adams, James Ewing & Gaelen Phyfe/Beverly, MA 28 18 26 72
21 17 Michael Holly, Jr, Valerie Holly & David Sprague/Beaconsfield,QC 41 29 7 77
22 15 Bill Mauk, Andy Horton & Carrie Howe/Miami, FL 9 10 62\OCS 81
23 47 David Gorman, Don Brush & Tim McCormick/Malone, NY M 15 38 30 83
24 63 Tobi Moriarty, Dan Moriarty & Ralph Godkins/St. Louis, MO 23 31 29 83
25 23 Stephen Constants, Mike Constants & Jared Ackers/Edgewater, MD 21 48 18 87
26 55 James Taylor, Bryan Riddiford & Becky Young/Hamilton, OH 39 28 20 87
27 58 Bob Bush, Sterling Bush & Judy Murphy/Amherst, MA 27 27 33 87
28 20 Steven Davis, Jan Davis & Ed Sherman/Centenial, CO 40 20 28 88
29 07 George Fisher, Laura Jeffers & Tom Emch/Hilliard, OH M 30 35\ZFP 24\ZFP 89
30 36 Greg Hall, E. Jen Hall & Chris Lagan/Old Lyme, CT 22 49 19 90
31 24 Jim Carson, Andrew Brennan & Eric Reitinger/Brick, NJ 29 54\ZFP 8 91
32 26 Thomas Allen, Mark Grinder & Bretton Gardner/Buffalo, NY M 25 33 35\ZFP 93
33 75 Ryan Ruhlman, Kate Blusa & Sean Carroll/Charleston, SC 35 17 49 101
34 34 Dick Moyer, Sam Septembre & Will Green/Oaks, PA 50 24 27 101

Our Covers Are Expensive
...so they can cost less!

Sure our covers may cost more, but they last longer! So
your cost per year of use is actually less than the cheaper imitations.

6 STYLES:
Trailing/Mooring

Full deck cover for trailing and/or fits with mast up
Mooring

Full deck over boom
Cockpit

Boom tent that covers from mast to transom
Skirted

Full deck &sides
available in Mooring or Trailing version

Bottom Cover
Soft flannel lined canvas with shock cord & drain hole

Rudder Cover
Soft flannel lined canvas

• Fabrics finished to our specifications
• Strongest possible flat-felled (Levi) seams
• More reinforcements than other brands
• Attaching hardware provided
• Designed for competitive sailors by multi-class 

National Champion Bob Rowland
• Manufacturing &stocking Lightning covers since 1972

VISA/MCorders call: 937-862-7781
For fabric samples, pictures and prices:

The Sailor’s Tailor
1480 West Spring Valley Paintersville Road 
Spring Valley OH 45370
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35 60 Jim Davis, Christine Davis & George Sipel/Toledo,OH M 43 45 17 105
36 11 Bill Mergenthaler, Sarah Mergenthaler & John Faus/Aberdeen, NJ 24 25 56 105
37 62 Craig Cobbum, Ron Lester & Tito Vargas/Muncie, IN 31 34\ZFP 40 105
38 13 Sandy Huntsman, Jack Huntsman & Bill Ewing/Red Bank, NJ M 26 30 51 107
39 43 Joseph Buczkowski, Rich Morris & Caitlin Crann/Virginia Beach, VA 32 41 36 109
40 73 Warren Emblidge, Brian Starck & Jack O’Donnell/Buffalo, NY 38 32 39 109
41 56 Jack Jones, John Atkins & MaryLou Carlucci/Henderson Harbor, NY M 42 37 34 113
42 71 Rick Bernstein, Kay Ward & Greg Florian/St. Louis, MO 47 34 38 119
43 31 David Spira, Jennifer Armbruster & Ryan Flack/Denver, CO 46 54 25 125
44 59 William Bogardus, Jarrett Lynn & Barbara Gold/Matawan, NJ 33 47\ZFP 46 126
45 29 Ed Michels, David Sliom & Melissa Curiel/Edgewater, MD M 36 46 44 126
46 66 David Young, Bill Young & Batton Kennon/Nashville, TN 49 48\ZFP 35 132
47 40 John Hughes, Bill Fastiggi & Suzy Coburn/Marco Island, FL M 45 47 42 134
48 12 Phillip Lange, Jonathan Lange & Al McReynolds/Rochester, NY 44 50 41 135
49 21 Eric Aschaffenburg, Bob Schimek & Peter Kahle/Pass Christian MS M 37 51\ZFP 48 136
50 54 George Francis, Richard Thomas & Chuck Coyer/Brick, NJ 51 53 45 149
51 30 George Koch, Georgeann Koch & James Morton/Southold, NJ 48 43 62\DNF 153
52 14 Jason Werner, Brian DeBrincat & Pat Phelan/Fallston,MD 62\ZFP 55 37 154
53 46 Starling Mikell, III, Gene Shue & Carol Park/York, PA 53 51 50 154
54 74 Cameron Carlin, Christine Ferguson & Kyle Pochciol/Safety Harbor, FL 52 52 53 157
55 01 Eugene Walet III, Jim Schmidt & James Clark/Pass Christian,, MS            M 56 58 47 161
56 06 Rod Radcliffe, Scott Potter & Lucas Hjelle/Southport, CT 62\DNF59 43 164
57 16 Ken Deyett, George Deyett & Geof Gibby/Candia, NH 55 56\ZFP 54 165
58 38 Steve Little, Jeannette Little & Jillian Stokes/Ithaca, NY 58 57 55 170
59 49 George Glenn, James Glenn & Chappy Hopkins/Ocean City, NJ 62\DNF60 52 174
60 48 John Bates, Jim Smekal & Heather Dodd/Lancaster, PA 57 56 62\DNS 175
61 70 Mike Eckstein, Beth Pasikouski & Dave Thacker/St. Cleth 59 61 62\DNF 182

ST. PETERSBURG WINTER MASTERS REGATTA
St. Petersburg Yacht Club, St. Petersburg FL, March 19-21, 13 Boats, 3 Races, No Throwout
Richard Hallagan, Ric TenEyck, Dan Pope 1 1 3 5
Jack Elfman, Cindy Lister-Elfman, Dan Gilman 2 2 1 5
Jamie Brickell, Susie Brickell, Kimberly Brickell 4 9 2 15
David Gorman, Don Brush, Tim McCormick 3 7 7 17
Tom Allen, Mark Grinder, Bretton Gardner 5 5 9zfp 19
George Fisher, Laura Jeffers, Tom Emch 7 6zfp 7zfp 20
Sandy Huntsman, Jack Huntsman, Bill Ewing 6 4 13 23
Jack Jones, John Atkins, MaryLou Carlucci 10 6 8 24
Jim Davis, Chris Davis, George Sipel 11 10 5 26
Ed Michels, Dave Sliom, Melissa Curiel 8 11 10 29
Eric Aschaffenburg, Bob Schimek, Peter Kahle 9 11zfp 12 32
John Hughes, Bill Fastiggi, Suzy Coburn 12 12 9 33
Gene Walet, Jim Schmidt, James  Clark                           13 13 11 37

25 Boats, 11 Races, 1 Throwout
Skipper Deep South (3) Miami (5) St. Petersburg (3) Total  Throw  FINAL

1 Tito Gonzalez 2 1 2 10 7 1 1 3 1 1 62 91 62 29
2 Larry MacDonald 3 3 1 3 3 7 49 1 2 2 13 87 49 38
3 David Starck 7 2 6 9 2 26 11 5 5 3 3 79 26 53
4 Allan Terhune 4 16 4 6 10 9 10 8 4 4 1 76 16 60
5 Ched Proctor 5 9 8 1 6 5 2 22 8 6 22 94 22 72
6 Thomas Allen 6 8 10 2 11 2 3 10 19 5 15 91 19 72
7 *Fisher/Fisher/Hayes 1 4 5 7 14 13 4 12 11 21 5 97 21 76
8 Jeff Linton 11 7 3 12 8 4 7 14 34 11 6 117 34 83
9 Richard Hallagan 9 5 19 20 19 18 5 26 12 8 11 152 26 126
10 Rob Ruhlman 8 20 18 23 16 14 8 9 18 13 24 171 24 147
11 Bill Mergenthaler 17 19 12 15 18 19 14 13 24 25 56 232 56 176
12 *Gorman/Brush 13 12 24 17 17 11 27 15 15 38 30 219 38 181
13 Jim Carson 15 17 11 47 30 33 19 25 29 54 8 288 54 234
14 Jamie Brickell 25 22 13 33 37 35 22 23 20 40 9 279 40 239
15 Steven Davis 24 14 16 32 35 44 33 7 40 20 28 293 44 249
16 Ken Deyett 12 13 23 22 22 16 15 18 55 56 54 306 56 250
17 Thomas Allen, Sr 20 18 9 35 20 29 34 29 25 33 35 287 35 252
18 Joseph Buczkowski 22 24 26 27 24 23 29 34 32 41 36 318 41 277
19 Jason Werner 18 25 25 24 26 37 18 32 62 55 37 359 62 297
20 Stephen Constants 14 21 14 49 38 25 49 49 21 48 18 346 49 297
21 George Francis 23 15 21 37 42 32 42 27 51 53 45 388 53 335
22 Ed Michels 29 34 17 45 41 36 31 31 36 46 44 390 46 344
23 Sandy Huntsman 34 34 28 38 49 49 49 49 26 30 51 437 51 386
24 George Glenn 28 23 30 34 39 49 49 49 62 60 52 475 62 413
25 John Bates 34 34 32 43 46 42 41 39 57 56 62 486 62 424
* co-skippers
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From The International Lightning Class Association www.lightningclass.org
P.O. Box 10747 office@lightningclass.org
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 USA

The BEST Lightning Spars today!
Bryant Performance Spars Inc.

1297 Bailey Avenue
P.O. Box 785

Buffalo NY 14240 USA
phone 716/893-1100

fax 716/893-1121
COMPASSES - Tacktick and 
others, blocks, cleats,  tiller

extensions and other hardware;
shockcord and line; class flags,
race flags, US flags, flagpoles.
Competitive prices, friendly 
service. Call Craig Thayer at
FabriCraft: 315-458-3991 or 

e-mail  fabricraft@a-znet.com

Used/New Sails - Scott Sails 
Scott Finkboner at Scott Sails
P.O. Box 7832, San Diego CA 92167
phone/fax 619/222-8788; 
email scottsails@cox.net

1 jib 1 main less than 9 months old,
basically new. Older chute 2 years.
All North. Must sell. 514-594-0552 or
514/992-8990 or email
al.boucher@sympatico.ca
for details. Al Boucher  (QC)

#1854 Will donate a classic Lightning
sailboat to non-profit sailing school;
all sails included and boat recently
fiberglassed and in good condition.
Contact Paul (717) 299-2872 or email
psniffin@cpinewoptions.com
Located in the Upper Chesapeake
Bay (MD).  

9375 Originally John Mueller's
"Tickled Pink" this is still a fine club
boat with prized full-thickness stain-
less board,and Bryant oval spars.
Awl-grip paint by Dave Parker, North
sails, full cover array, and trailer.
Always drysailed and ready to race.
$3,000.00 Edward Werley 
(W) 412.766.1221 (H): 412.761.2571
e2wala@aol.com (PA)

13500 Aeron. Trailer, aluminum rig-
ging 2 set of sails, 2 spins. Asking
$2000. John Meyer 617/522-2198 or 
yankeejohn_02130@yahoo.com
(MA)

14111 Allen Blue hull, white deck,
race rigged, stainless board, two sets
racing sails, trailing and mastup cov-
ers, $5500 Bob Shapiro phone 
781-359-4553  
bshapiro@lightbridge.com (MA)

14120 Nickels, white hull, always
dry-sailed. 2 sets of sails, trailering
cover, mast cover, full dry sail cover.
$6500. Jeff Herrick H)610/644-3749
wooddent@earthlink.net (NJ)

14418 Allen, stainless board, galv
trailer, trailing and cockpit cover, 1
good set of sails w/new main, white
w/gray deck. $9000.00 Clay Murphy
W: 315-727-2759  H: 315-683-9605
pamandclaymurphy@aol.com (NY)

14400 Nickels white hull with yellow
trim. Very clean, always dry sailed.
Minimum weight. Full sided dry sail
cover, traveling cover, mast cover.
Set racing sails and other sails. $8975
John Esser 414/352-4071 boswelless-
er@aol.com (Milwaukee, WI)

14416 Nickels white hull. Excellent
condition. New mast and standing
rigging. 2 sets sails, good Shore M, J,
S, New Haarstick spinnaker, galv
trailer, stainless board, full covers
$8,500 Paul Schnipelsky 
paul_schnipelsky@urmc.rochester.edu
W): 5852757238 H): 5854612644
(NY)

14507 Nickels in excellent condition,
fast, stainless board, new North
main, race ready, Allen trailer, white
hull blue deck. Chicago area. 
Michael Knox 219-406-1341 
therock@azimuth.com.ro

14641 Nickels. White with black
waterline stripe. Great shape. North
Jib, Main and Spinnaker. Galvanized
Nickels trailer;trailering, mooring,
full-skirt, mast and rudder covers;
stored indoors in winter. Price
includes older style but servicable
shore station. $9000. Scott Smith
scottsmithltd@core.com or 
517/439-1694 (MI)

Joseph Conboy 
"The Boat Doctor" 

35 years experience, wood 
and classic fg boat projects.

Specialties: brightwork, 
stain removals, restorations.
Class sailboats, ChrisCrafts, 

and sea skiffs. 
(757) 638-0921 

Box 644, Carrolton VA 23314
Back Page Ads:  Members 20¢ per word, $5.00 minimum;

Non-members 40¢ /word, $10.00 minimum.

Send copy to Class Office by phone, fax, mail or email.

Classified ads are posted to the web site separately. 

See Class web site for details on posting ads there.

MARK BRYANT HEAD COACH

mark9373@earthlink.net

Cell Phone 239/503-1210

Race Clinics / 

Seminars / 

Personal Coaching

NICKELS DEALER 

+ USED LIGHTNINGS

ALL PRICE RANGES

Used Covers & Sails 

Dealer for North & Shore Sails &Gill

Call JOE DISSETTE

DISSETTE SAIL YACHT SALES 

Lightning Sailor since 1945  

55th+ Anniversary!!

Sailing Carousel 34 (14933)

6121 Thornberry Ct., Midland, MI 48640   

Phone “anytime” 989-631-2133

dissettesail@chartermi.net 



FFLLAASSHH!!     COOOOOL Gifts for Crew
Lightning Belts and Sandals 
made with Lightning ribbon: 

red flash on blue background.

To order and to pay with a credit card, 
contact the Class Office

615-89FLASH or office@lightningclass.org
Everything is available on our secure on-line Store: 

w w w . l i g h t n i n g c l a s s . o r g

FFLLAASSHH!!
COOOOOL Gifts

I L C A Class Flags!

$15 for a small one (16x24)

$22 for a large one (20x30) 

(plus postage)

To order and to pay with a credit card, 

go through our secure on-line Store, 

or contact the Class Office

615-89FLASH or office@lightningclass.org

ILCA ADDRESSING SERVICE
ILCA Headquarters offers an addressing service to Fleets, Districts and Yacht
Clubs. We can supply mailing labels at 10¢ per label for a specific fleet, state,

district, or other criteria. An additional charge is made for the postage required
to mail the labels to you. 

This service is also available to builders and sailmakers at 15¢ per label. 
Better yet, you may order this same addressing service as an electronic file,

which can be emailed to you, for one time use, at an even cheaper rate - call for
details.

Contact the Class Office
Allow enough time for printing the labels and mailing them to you. Please note that
this service is provided only to those groups who have a legitimate interest in the

Lightning Class. We do not rent or sell our mailing list to outside interests. 

The Class still has copies of the “old”
video available. The cost is $42 plus
$4 shipping. This older video is much
more basic and is geared more to the
beginner sailor ratherthan the begin-

ner racer, as the new video is. 
Contact the Class office to order.

Speed&Smarts
P.O. Box 435  Easton CT 06612 USA

phone 800-356-2200   203-445-0734   fax 203-445-0735

SpeedandSmarts@optonline.com
www.SpeedandSmarts.com

Annual subscription rate is $40 in the US, 
$45 in Canada, and $50 in all other countries.

Subscriptions outside the US include air mail postage.

Speed&Smarts is published bi-monthly, six times per year.



BONUS PAGES - YOUTH WORLDS

Above: First, Second and Third

Team Brazil

Team Greece

Team USA

Team ChileTeam Ecuador (half)



BONUS PAGES - YOUTH WORLDS

Tommy winning one of his races

Those guys you can’t race without - 
the crash boats!

Torsten Bojlesen, co-Chairman


