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2010 LIGHTNING NORTH AMERICANS

Toms River Yacht Club — Toms River, New Jersey
August 7-13, 2010

Toms River Yacht Club
and the CAD welcome
you to the Lightning Class
North American Champi-
onships! This is a great
event on its own and now
has the added prestige of
being a sanctioned Pan
Am Games Trials Quali-
fier as well as a qualifier
for the 2011 Worlds in
Buzios, Brazil.

The Jersey Shore is great in August, and we have a full slate of events for you. There is a lot for your family and sup-
port team to do while you are sailing. The beach and boardwalk are close by. A day trip to Island Beach State Park or
to historic Barnegat Light House can be fun!

Please look into housing if you haven't already. We have secured good rates at several hotels. Check out the Holiday
Inn at Toms River on Route 37. It's close to the Club and will be hosting the banquet. The website has other housing
options, and some teams have already reported their success in renting houses at the beach!

The parking lot will be sectioned off, and each competitor will have a spot coinciding with their bow numbers.
With three hoists, a kitchen, and a well staffed bar, we will be able to get you in and out of the water and on to
the festivities efficiently.

Sunday evening the Opening Ceremony/Skippers’ meeting party will be held
Inside this Issue: at the Club. This looks to be a fine affair and the beginning to a great week;
please wear summer casual, non-sailing attire.

2010 North Americans..................... 1,2 e . .
Monday starts the qualifying series and leaves you and your team an open
President’s COIUMM .......vvueeeriseressennn, 2 evening to enjoy the Club, local restaurants and the boardwalk .There will
be coupons in your arrival package to help steer you in the right direction.
US Qualification Events and Trials We also have an event Concierge to help with suggestions.
Information for Pan Am Games......... 3 Tuesday after sailing, there will be beer and soda when you get in. TRYC will
Lightning Family NEWS ................eueen. 5 | host a barbeque with a DJ. It should be fun! Karaoke anyone?
2011 Worlds Update ...........ocvvvveveven. 7 Wedljesday after sailing, the post race beverages and debrigf, we have a
special treat! We have reserved space at the famous Saw Mill on the Sea-
Pymatuning Spring ClassicC ................. 8 side Boardwalk. Famous for its pizza, it’s the best at the shore! Then it’s off

to the boards for all the games and rides!
First Outing for IL Boat Grant Team ... 10 . . . .
Thursday after sailing is an off night to regroup for the last day of racing

Doc Gilbert Potomac Cup.................. 12 and to sight see around town.
Classic LIGAENING +...veveveeeveeereeeeenen, 14 Friday is the day! The Class gets to crown a new North American Champion!
The banquet at the Holiday Inn will cap off a great week. Please be sure to

What to Expect at the WIM NAs......... 17 | sign up for this when you register so we can get the space count accurate.

You Can Be Jersey TOO!.........ccccee.... 18 All in all it looks like a great week. The Club will be open for breakfast each
] o ) ) day. The TRYC Auxiliary is preparing lunches that you can order at registra-

Florida District Championship............ 20 | tion. This may help out your logistics and budget! We have the ability to run

DONALING 0 the ILCA ovveeesereesreens 25 a tab at the Club for the day or week and all credit cards are accepted.

Sailing on Barnegat Bay in August is great. Power boat traffic should be
minimal during the week, making the venue really nice. Keep in mind there
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President’s Column

Brian Hayes, Sr.

This month will feature “random thoughts”:
Whenever I think...

..the ILCA, and more specifically me, are a bit disorga-
nized. When I begin to doubt how effec-
tive we can be running our organization,
I am blasted back into reality when I see
some of the alarmingly goofy things other
organizations do. I'm not pointing any
one out, but I have had dealings with a
few organizations lately—not all marine
related by the way. Anyone else coach
little league baseball or softball? It is then
I am often just blown away by the effects
that the thought processes and actions
or inactions can have on an organization.
I am very grateful that the ILCA has, by
and large, level headed, caring and dedi-
cated people whose only goal seems to be
to make the Class, and any events associ-
ated with the Class, succeed. To all of you
who host an event, pay your dues, run P
one of our highly successful programs,
run a regatta, help a someone rig or tune their boat, buy
a fellow competitor a beer or soda, talk up Lightning sail-
ing, respond to Class requests or contribute in any other
way, please accept my heartfelt thanks. I know all these
can be thankless jobs, and if you don’t think that anyone
appreciates, it let me be the one to tell you, I do.

Ir

...people are losing what sailing is all about. Then I get
lucky and travel to a place like Green Bay, Wisconsin. I
just finished a Lightning Lab there, where there were en-
thusiastic, fun, capable people fleet racing Lightnings, en-
joying each other’s company and basically just having fun.
Oh, the fleet has issues. Seems beer went from $1.00 a
can to $1.25 this year at the clubs self-serve bar, and the

channel to get to the race course rivals the channel width
at Squam Lake, New Hampshire, (if you don’t have a ref-
erence you will need to go to Green Bay or Squam Lake
and sail an event there to figure out just how wide the
channel is), but they get 8-14 boats out
racing two nights every week and have a
ball doing it. Just a great fleet and group
of people who “get” what Lightning sail-
ing is all about.

..I'm never going to pull it together to
sail Districts or NAs or a local regatta be-
cause I don't have crew or have a proj-
ect to do at home or some other hurdle
gets thrown in front of me. But it always
seems it comes together. I am writing
this because I am totally disorganized
with crew, lodging and various logistics
for several events I want to sail this sum-
mer, and I figure if I write it down, the
prophecy will come true and it will all
come together. Keeping fingers crossed.

..someone throws a curveball at the
ILCA and is trying to test us our member volunteers. But
then they seem to hit it out of the park. Many thanks
to all those who worked on relocating the ACCs and to
Severn Sailing Association for filling in to host this im-
portant event.

...all the housework is done Kelley finds more things for
me to do. I firmly believe that this only happens to me.

...I have it tough as ILCA President. I just thank the sail-
ing gods that I'm not VP US PanAm Trials James Taylor.
Thanks, James. The beverage of your choice is on me next
time we get together.

Enjoy your spring sailing. See you on the water!!

—continued from page 1

is seaweed this time of year, so if you are going slow,
check your board and rudder!

In the AM the breeze is usually light and westerly, but
as we get to the course, the breeze will head south due
to the sea breeze influence. Generally you can dial in at
180* at 12-18. As the land heats up and you get closer
to the western shore, you may see the breeze move a
bit southwest.

Keep in mind we are only about five miles from Barnegat
Inlet, so you will get current affects.

If we see light easterlies, it becomes an RC nightmare,
but the breeze usually moves right as the day goes on.

If the breeze stays west, count on shifty, and we'll keep
our eyes out for the thunder storms that could roll in.

Good Luck in your Districts! We have put together an
event you won't want to miss. We look forward to see-
ing you and being good hosts. If you have questions or
concerns, feel free to contact any of us.

Bill Demand
Will_demand@hotmail.com

Allan Terhune, Sr
windekind@aol.com

Bill Warner
Cranmoor@yahoo.com

Thank You to Lake Michigan Sail Racing Federation

The Lake Michigan Sail Racing Federation’s Grants-In-Aid program recently awarded Andy Carmada and his team
a grant of $800 to assist them with some of the expenses that they will incur campaigning the boat being used
in connection with the 2010 Boat Grant Program. This will help fill the gap for expenses incurred after the gener-
ous ILCA contribution for entry fees and gasoline. Dean Cady is chairman of the LMSRF GIA Committee, and the
members of the committee were pleased that we were able to help Andy.



mailto:windekind%40aol.com?subject=ILCA%20North%20Americans
mailto:Cranmoor%40yahoo.com?subject=ILCA%20North%20Americans
mailto:Will_demand%40hotmail.com?subject=ILCA%20North%20Americans

Pan Am Games
US Qualification Events and Trials Information Update

The events listed below under a, b, and c are all open events, provided sailors are members of the Lightning Class.
Entries to the North American Championship are regulated by the Lightning class and competitors should consult the
Class website for requirements (www.lightningclass.org)

a. Top 2 eligible finishers from the 2010 Pacific Coast Championship, June 5-6, 2010 Vancouver Lake, Oregon.

b. Top 3 eligible finishers, not already qualified, from the Great Lakes Championship, July 10-11, 2010 North
Cape, Michigan.

c. Top 4 eligible finishers, not already qualified, from the Atlantic Coast Championship, July 24-25, 2010, An-
napolis, Maryland.

d. Eligible finishers by rank, not already qualified from the North American Championship, August 8-12, 2010,
Toms River Yacht Club, New Jersey, until all 20 slots for the Tryout Event are filled.

Upon qualifying, a team must accept a starting position in the final Tryout Event within 10 days. Sailors must notify
James Taylor, Vice President Special Projects, Lightning Class: james.p.taylor@ae.ge.com

Trials:

US Lightning Pan Am Trials: October 24-26, 2010, Davis Island Yacht Club, Tampa, Florida. This Tryout
Event will have a maximum fleet size of twenty boats.
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All qualifying teams must be members of the ILCA and US SAILING prior to competing in a Qualification Regatta.
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ICSA Inter-Collegiate All-New England Team

The Lightning Class was well represented with Will Brown from Brown University and Clinton Hayes from University
of Vermont making the first team and Fred Strammer of Brown University on the second team.

SAVE THE DATE Snug, Sound LIGHTNING COVERS...

" Dry Sail Covers
T Mast Covers
—— . Cockpit Covers
Service Trailing Covers
Canvas Rudder Covers Featuring

" . BLADEGUARD I FABRIC

s‘n 'l 'H'G WWw.servicecanvas.com
[ ]

Made by Sailors, for Sailors

Our Covers Provide the Protection You Want,
With the Quality, Fit and Finish You Expect

Our Fabrics, Hardware and Fittings Have Been
2010 ODSS Ouestionnaire Dgsigned ?o Marine Use and Wil{ Proviqe a Long
Life Even in Salt Water and Tropical Climates

One-Design Sailing Symposium
Balboa Yacht Club, Newport Beach, CA
November 13-14, 2010

US SAILING will hold its 6th One-Design Sailing

Symposium at the Balboa Yacht Club on November NEW! BLADEGUARD Il FABRIC

13-14, 2010. In order to present the topics that A SERVICE CANVAS EXCLUSIVE!

are of the most interest to sailors, we need your Will Not Rot, Mildew or Trap Water!!

input. Our goal is the help one design grow. We Provides the Ultimate in Protection!

need to know what are the main issue facing your Call Toll Free for a Sample Today!

class or fleet. ALL COVERS INCLUDE “5 YEAR” WARRANTY
Please answer a few quick questions or submit your Free Repair Kit, Gear Bag, Prepaid Freight
own topic by July 30, and your fleet will be entered

into a chance to have a one-day, go-fast clinic by SERVICE CANVAS COMPANY, INC.
one of four sailmakers: North Sails, Quantum Sails, 149 SWAN STREET

Ullman Sails or Glaser Sails. Thank you. BUFFALO. NY 14203

Link to survey: TOLL FREE 1-888-388-0558
http://www.surveymonkey.com/JRIX .
Outside US 716-853-0558 & Fax 716-845-6071
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Lightning Family News

Welcome New Member
Martin Armstrong Kobrich

.- L e =
I am thirty-two-year-old independent architect. My
parents bought a Laser II when I was ten, and we all fell
in love with sailing. Then they bought me an Optimist.

I soon started racing and have continued to do so since
that time. From Otpimist to Laser, from Laser to IMS,
always with a familiar crew, and now a Lightning.

a

Some of my most memorable sailing experiences have
been at the “Circuito Islas de Chiloe” regatta, in which I
have participated since I was ten. I have always sailed in
my father’s IMS 35-foot boat. This year we were fourth in
our category, a very good achievement for us.

I few years ago I had my first experience with the Light-
ning, and it captured my heart. I was invited to a regat-
ta sponsored by the new Fleet in Concepcion, and that
same day I decided that I have to get a Lightning.

In August 2008 I got my first Lightning from Sandy
Sheda, #14428, and have raced ever since. Recently I
bought my second Lightning from George Koch, #14850,
and I'm anxiously waiting to race it.

Since I became a member of Fleet 514, I am doing all
I can to help the development of Fleet activities and to
motivate people to sail in Lightnings.

Youth Worlds

contact John Atkins at: jhatkins@frontiernet.net

If anyone has a compass that they would like to donate for use at this summer’s Youth Worlds in Ecuador, please
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We Get Results!

In the past 8 years, our boats have
won every major regatta:
. EVERY SOUTHERN CIRCUIT
. EVERY NORTH AMERICANS ‘ : l
. EVERY WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP = m <~ 4’,3:'
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Boats Made to Your Specifications

We are dedicated to the Lightning and committed to serving all Lightning sailors

Allen Boat Company Bryant Performance Spars
Call Tom Jr.
716-842-0800 or email: tomallenjr@juno.com « 370 Babcock Street « Buffalo, NY 14206

Seecracares

N

LIGHT NING
HWOETH AMTRICAME
HAWPORT_R| J0G8

NEW & USED PARTS

VARITE OR CALL: MASTS SAVE 5§% on NAs 2908

JIM CARSON SAILS while they last |

499 PRINCETON AVENUE BOOMS We are a family-run apparel company in Annapolis. That's us

Brick, NJ) 08724 RUDDERS in the photol Celebrating over 5 years providing high-quality

TeLEPHONE 732/892-1924 TILLERS technical shirts, polos, jackets and hats. Guaranteed friendly

Fax 732/892-1735 SPINNAKER POLES i { Embroidery, Sublimation, Screanprinting
BAILERS { No minimums § Grest prices

jgcfuzzv@comcast.net

HARKEN FITTINGS A410-280-3818
CapitallLogolnc.com
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Associacao Brasileira da Classe Lightning ;

RELEASE - MAY 2010

Web site for the 2011 Worlds =

=40 el -
The Brazilian Lightning Class Association has now released the preliminary DUZI0s an
version of the web site that will inform ILCA members about the 2011 World Lighming

Championship.

The web site http://lightningbrasil.org is now up and
running with photographs, maps, contact information for
shipping your boats, links to the main tourism sites and
initial arrangements made with local hotels.

Also on line is a preliminary NOR for the Worlds, Masters
and the South American Championship that will all be
held in July, 2011 in Blzios, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

The event will be hosted by the Iate Club de Armacgao de
Buzios, which is within walking distance of all the major
hotels in the area.

The city of Blzios Mayor, the Rio de Janeiro State Go-
vernment, the Brazilian Sailing Association and ABCLI,
the Brazilian Lightning Class Association are all very

happy to receive this event and we are sure that ICAB will be a place that will never be forgotten.

Armacao de Buzios

Ranked as one of the best sailing waters in the world and having recently hosted the Volvo Youth Worlds,
BlUzios is a beautiful tourist city, with charming Hotels, Bed and Breakfast, Restaurants and a activities
available to everybody’s taste.

ICAB the club that will host the event is a family club that because of its excellent location, right on the
edge of the blue sailing waters, is prepared to receive the Lightning Fleet of as many boats as we can
throw at them.

All the Hotels of Armacdo de Buzios are within walking distance of the Club, and downtown restaurants,
dancing and shopping is a 10 minute stroll along the Bardot board-walk.




Pymatuning Spring Classic
Pymatuning Yacht Club, Fleet 36, Jamestown, Pennsylvania

May 15-16, 2010
David Starck

The 2010 Pymatuning Spring Classic regatta lived up to
its slogan—"Cool Breezes, Warm Friendship, Hot Compe-
tition.” It’s an event that every Lightning sailor should at-
tend. The PYC sailors take care of everything themselves,
including housing (your own trailer!), home-cooked
meals, and great entertainment.

The winds cooperated both days, beginning with a sunny
8—15 on Saturday out of the north (well, sometimes
northeast, sometimes northwest). A very competitive
thirty-nine boats were at the starting line, with a high
percentage of the fleet representing previous North
American and World contenders (plus a few champions).

Changing gears was critical all day, with the wind vary-
ing in both direction and velocity. Bill Faude and his crew
of Matt and Amanda Fisher won the first race, with Bill
Buckles and team Nancy Mueller and Caroline Sundman
second, and Larry MacDonald and crew, ten-year-old
Kevin and Robbie Robinson, rounding out the top three.
Race 2 began with a relatively short weather leg, bring-
ing the fleet into the top weather mark in very close
quarters. Once again, Bill was able to escape the pack
and went on to win. We finished in third, right behind
Jamie Allen, Jay Deacon, and Chantal Leger.

After a break for lunch, the afternoon saw slightly fresher
breezes. My crew, Jody Starck and Ian Jones, worked
magic in the third race, as we were able to pull ahead

to victory. Ched Proctor, Jay Mueller, and Sarah Paisley
followed in second; John Faus, Matty Schon, and Tyler
Menninger came in third. The final race of the day went
to Dan Moriarty, Tobi Moriarty, and Stu Fisher. Our team
came in second and Larry MacDonald and team in third.

Saturday night’s cocktail party featured a wide array of
meatballs and sunburned-yet-smiling faces, followed by
a spaghetti dinner. A live band continued the revelry. The
dance floor was filled and even saw the likes of some
over-thirty members of the Class—myself and Ched Proc-
tor included. It's exciting to see so many young folks in
the Class, and after the band finished in the wee hours,
many of them retired to the “traditional” fire at Ryan
Ruhlman’s place for just a little bit more fun.

For those of you familiar with the Spring Classic, you'll
know that they’ve had difficulty getting races off on Sun-
days for the last several years—either too much wind,
too little wind, or stormy weather. Finally, that streak was
broken, and we actually sailed two races on Sunday! The
wind was out of the east at 5-8 mph and quite shifty,
which made for some big gains and big losses up and
down the fleet. Ryan Ruhiman and his crew Nick Turney
and Martha Fisher started the morning with a bullet, fol-
lowed by Dan Moriarty and ourselves. In Race 6 our team
was able to stay ahead of the big wind shifts and invert-
ing fleet, and we finished first to win overall.

A big thanks to my crew, Jody and Ian, for another
excellent job. Had they skippered, they would have
added to the difficulty of the fleet, and I'm very lucky

to have them choose to be on my boat. Also, thanks to
Bob Baumgardner, Bertie Werley, and the entire group at
Pymatuning. Finally, it was great to see two Boat Grant
teams sailing, skippered by Rob Linden from North Cape
and Andy Camarda from Chicago. I met all of the sailors.
They are a super group of young talent!

Mark your calendars now for the weekend after Mother’s
Day in May 2011—plan to sail the Spring Classic—you
will be happy you did!

Spring Classic Champions—David Starck, Jody Starck and Ian Jones




Spring Classic Results

Pos Boat Home Club Skipper Crew Crew R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 Total
1 15399 Buffalo Canoe Club Dave Starck Jody Starck lan Jones 8 3 1 2 1 18
2 1524 Buffalo Canoe Club Larry MacDonald  Robbie Robinson  Kevin Robinson 3 8 8 3 5 3 30
3 15420 Pymatuning YC Ryan Ruhiman Nick Turney Martha Fisher 5 4 10 5 1 6 31
4 15364 Carlyle Sailing Assn. Dan Moriarty Tobi Moriarty Stu Fisher 6 9 11 1 2 8 37
5 14905 Beaconsfield YC Jamie Allan Chantal Leger Jay Deakin 12 2 4 6 10 7 4
6 14821 Cedar Point YC, CT Ched Proctor Jay Mueller Sarah Paisley 11 5 2 4 1 11 44
7 15345 BLYC John Faus Matty Schon Tyler Menninger 7 6 3 13 6 13 48
8 14880 Buffalo Canoe Club Tom Starck Jim Starck Coren Jones 20 15 6 10 4 4 59
9 15260 Chicago Corinthian YC Bill Faude Amanda Gisher Matt Fisher 1 1 7 14 25 14 62
10 15317 CLSA Steve Weeber Donna Weeber Stanley Cummins 16 12 13 12 13 9 75
11 15202 Edgewater YC Bill Buckles Nancy Mueller Caroline Sundman 2 1" 12 28 20 10 83
12 9 Buffalo Canoe Club Tom Allen Michael Holly Valerie Tardif-Holly 10 7 9 1 26 20 83
13 15257 Pymatuning YC Rob Ruhiman Abby Ruhlman Courtney O’Connor 4 13 18 8 15 29 87
14 15000 Pymatuning YC Tim Werley Ben Goldberg Beth Werley 13 16 29 15 9 12 94
15 14727 Monmouth Boat Club  Paul Luisi Cole Barney lan Sandersond 17 10 16 9 24 19 95
16 14249 North Cape YC George Sipel Jeff Hagman Steve King 29 21 5 7 17 23 102
17 15259 Wawasee Brad Wagnon Bryan Bahler Stewart Fosecco 19 14 20 17 31 2 103
18 15112 Pymatuning YC Dave Werley Emma Werley Greg Maras 18 23 15 16 22 16 110
19 14510 North Cape YC Rob Linden Ryan Lashaway Meghan Walther 28 19 17 20 28 5 117
20 15417 Buffalo Canoe Club Peter Godfrey Sean Hislop Kayleigh Godfrey 14 17 22 19 23 26 121
21 14416 Buffalo Canoe Club Connor Godfrey Griffin Orr John Ring 23 28 23 29 7 15 125
22 15800 Sailing Anarchy YC Andy Camarda Mike Barry RJ Trejo 9 24 19 21 30 30 133
23 14580 Silver Lake Steve Cox Mark Grinder Kelly Papke 33 27 14 24 14 24 136
24 14895 Buffalo Canoe Club Adam MacDonald Rhys Cameron Danny Robinson 27 32 24 22 8 25 138
25 14923 Henderson Harbor Jack Jones Barb Hill George Auer 15 20 28 31 12 33 139
26 14573 Pymatuning YC John Woodall Steve White Tom Petroski 24 18 34 27 18 21 142
27 15015 Pymatuning YC Katie Werley Bertie Werley Shelley Butters 22 22 25 32 27 17 145
28 14897 Hoover Sailing Club Nate Ireland Ilvan Baker Bridget Ireland 21 26 30 25 33 18 153
29 14779 North Cape YC Jim Davis Chris Davis Kate Peterson 26 25 32 26 21 34 164
30 14445 Pointe-Claire YC Stephe Waldie Stephanie Boucher David Gelston 38 30 33 23 16 32 172
31 15246 Buffalo Canoe Club Jay MacDonald Maddie Waldron Kathryn Moloney 31 34 21 30 34 22 172
32 14420 Pymatuning YC Dean Caley Andy Sees Scott Blackburn 35 35 27 18 35 28 178
33 12593 Pymatuning YC Bob Baumgardner Cody Signor Nate Signor 32 37 26 34 19 31 179
34 14546 Pymatuning YC Vic Maras Samantha Maras  Adam Maras 25 3 31 DNfé 29 27 183
35 14914 Pymatuning YC Tristan Jackson Jason Limbach Dustin Graef 37 39 35 33 32 36 212
36 14390 Mansfield Jim Stone Ed Auer Marty Calabrese 30 38 DNfé DNfé 36 35 219
37 15022 Pymatuning YC Garry Condon Maura Condon John Dunne 36 29 DNf(; DNf(; DNf(; 37 222
38 15439 Pymatuning YC Justin Proctor Christian Proctor ~ Gwen Proctor 34 33 DN4F(; DNf(; DNf(; DNf(; 227
39 14433 Cleveland D. Samanich R. Graebert J. Christopher 39 36 36 DNF/ DNS/ DNS/ g

40 40 40




1st Outing for lllinois Boat Grant Team
Spring Classic Regatta

Andy Camarda

Psycho Killer’s Sailing

I just got back from racing at the Pymatuning Spring
Classic, which was held at the Pymatuning Yacht Club.
The lake is located just over the Ohio border in Penn-
sylvania. Let me just start out by saying it was a great
time, and the guys in the Class and a few people outside
of it are extremely helpful. If you have never been to
Pymatuning, I suggest you go check it out ASAP. It is a
very cool little lake full of wonderful people and great
sailors. The Yacht Club put everybody up in one of the
many trailers just a few minutes walk from the water.
The racing was excellent, with world and national champs
to spar with, and the weather cooperated the whole time.

For those of you who don’t know us, we are team Psy-
cho Killer, recipients of a brand new Nickels Lightning
from the Lightning Class’s Boat Grant Program. The only
catch to receiving the boat is that we have to race it all
summer. If only all my boats came with such a stipula-
tion. My name is Andy Camarda, and I will be holding the
tiller. I have two guys who have sailed with me for years
crewing for me. Mike Barry is in the middle trimming the
kite, and R J Trejo is running the pointy end. We have a
lot of sailing to fit in this summer, and the Spring Classic
was an excellent way to kick off the summer.

With a brand new boat and trailer and a 96 Dodge van
fresh from a full overhaul, we were optimistic that we
could go a whole weekend without breaking anything
major. We ended that streak about an hour or two from
Chicago when our van went from normal to vibrating
funny to not working in about two minutes. By the time
we got pulled over on the exit ramp, smoke and steam
were pouring out of the engine, and the heat gauge had
gone through the roof. After a few phone calls with Mark,
who not only sold us the car but is a stellar mechanic,
we diagnosed a blown head gasket. The van wasn’t going
anywhere fast. Just as we were about to call AAA and get
the van towed back home, Mark called us back. Not only
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was he going to fix the van for us, but he drove down
from Holland, Michigan, to pick up the van on a flat bed.
Holland is over a two-hour drive from where we were.
That’s the first piece of good news. The second was that
Mike’s uncle was going to let us use his very nice pickup
to get to the event. Not only that, he gave us the key to
his lake house and told us to stay the night. Some days it
pays to have friends in high places.

After a good night'’s sleep, we continued on to Pennsyl-
vania, which was an uneventful trip—minus R J's speed-
ing ticket. He probably would have gotten away with a
warning if we hadn't given him the registration for Uncle
Dave’s Porsche instead of the pickup. It's hard to play the
poor college kid’s card when the cop thinks you have a
sports car.

We arrived in Pymatuning about twelve hours late, and
were ready to get the boat out on the water. We set out
for our first sail in our brand new boat in about 15 knots
of breeze. Just as we got settled in on our first tack, we
hear a bang and the clew of the main goes flying. Once
we got in, we realized the nicropress on the outhaul had
blown. Not a major problem, but it ended our sailing

for the day. We fixed it up with a handful of borrowed
tools, and the boat was ready for racing the next day.
We headed to the party and were met with a pitcher of
margaritas and a keg of beer. Did I mention we really
liked this place?

We headed out to the race course in a shifty 10-18 knot
inland lake breeze. We threw in a few tacks and gybes
and headed to the line for the first race. We set up for

a middle-of-the-line start when the wind took a big left
turn a minute before the start. We were able to slide
down the line enough to put us in the front pack headed
up the first leg. In our first race and only our second
sail on a brand new boat, we rounded the top mark
around fifth, and downwind we even passed two boats,
one right to leeward! If that doesn’t get the confidence




up, I don’t know what will. A poor take down and a few
missed shifts knocked us back a few places (it doesn’t
take much in this fleet; every bad wave seemed to cost
us two boats). We finished in 9th. It ended up being
the best finish of our regatta, as our lack of experience
in the boat did not get along with the shifty inland lake
sailing. We did have another great start in our third race,
coming into the top mark in the top five again, but a
funny shift and a poor tack saw us fouling, and the 720
dropped us nearly twenty spots (I told you, it was tight
racing). Nothing too exciting happened in races two and
four, as we hovered around the middle of the fleet and
struggled to keep the boat in the groove in the shifty
and puffy conditions.

The Pymatuning Yacht Club threw a great party Satur-
day night, with an open bar and more types of meatballs
then I knew existed. Seriously, they had meatballs done
at least five different delicious ways. After the band
wrapped up their last set, the after party moved to the
trailers, which were a convenient two minute walk away.
When we left sometime after midnight, some of the guys
seemed to just be getting warmed up.

Day two saw winds coming out of the short side of the
lake. The windward mark had to be set just off the far
shore. This meant 30+ degree shifts and some crazy
puffs. The Race Committee, amply named the three
amigos, got both scheduled races off. In the first race we
never seemed to get out of the pack and just were not
in tune with the wind. We chased a shift to the left side
on the second windward leg, and it never materialized.
We dropped to 30th, for our worst finish of the event.

In the second race we got off the line a little better and

L

i

oy L

played a few shifts up the leg. We rounded the first mark
somewhere between 10th and 15th. About thirty seconds
after we set the chute for the way down, our spin hal-
yard silently came untied, and we proceeded to floss the
centerboard with the sail as the fleet sailed past us. This
rookie mistake knocked us back to the rear of the fleet,
and we never came back.

We finished the event in 22nd, which is almost perfectly
in the middle of the fleet. We had really hoped to do a
little better, but I feel we really got a lot out of it. We
now know where we need to improve and some ideas on
how to do it. Our boat handling left some to be desired,
and we need to work on shifting gears a bit. A lot of this
will come with more time in the boat.

We also learned that the Lightning Class is one of the
best out there in terms of competition and the free flow
of information and help. Everyone from top sailors to
sail makers to the boat builders were not only there, but
offering help and advice. All of them told us to ask any
questions we had. Big thanks go out to Mark Vanderburg
and Dave Wagner for helping us get to the event when
the van broke down, to John Faus for tuning our rig,
Bertie and the PYC for putting on a great event. Finally,
big props to Dave Stix, Debbie Probst, Bill Fastiggi,

Bill Faude, Nickels Boat works, and everyone else who
worked on the Boat Grant Program. There is no other
program like it, and we are honored just to have been
chosen. We are headed out to the Green Bay Clinic this
weekend, (if the van is up and running by then) before
we jump into the heart of our schedule. I'll try to keep
everyone updated on our progress.
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rant teams at the Spring Classic: R J, Mike, Andy, Ryan, Meghan and Rob
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Doc Gilbert Potomac Cup

Potomac River Sailing Association, Fleet 50, Washington, DC
May 1-2, 2010
Ed Adams

Some highlights from the 2010 Potomac Cup/Doc Gilbert
Memorial:

e A tight, twenty-five-boat regatta, with only two
points separating the top three;

e A surprise winner, only after learning that Dick
Hallagan was OCS in the final race, saving us an
extra point in the final tally. A disappointed John
Faus and crew, who sailed a great regatta;

e But the real “winner” was Justin Coplan, a product
of the ILCA Boat Grant Program, now with his own
boat and a very young crew. Justin won the first four
races and was leading the last race—until we fina