
October/November  2003
Volume 63
Number 9

MASTERS’ NA CHAMPIONSHIP
Niantic Bay Yacht Club, Niantic CT, August 12-15
Colin Park

The North American Championships this year brought a
feeling of deja vu for me. The last time I had sailed in
Connecticut was in the Sears Cup in Lightnings 44 years
ago, sailing out of Noroton Yacht Club. The only thing I
really remember about that series was the profound
impact a thunderstorm can have on the wind. We were
representing the Royal Vancouver Yacht Club and had
never really seen a thunderstorm - we learned quickly
that you have to sail towards the storm and hope it isn’t a
big one.

For the Masters and the regular NAs the sailing was close
and conditions were pretty good for Long Island in the
summer. And we didn’t get affected by the black out. The
first day of the Masters we had a weakening system
northerly. On the way out we noticed that the wind was
on both shores and not much in the middle, and the cur-
rent was huge. We had a second in the first race and blew
a good comeback in the second race with brain-dead tac-
tics (by me) at the finish line to come in third. Dick
Hallagan and Jack the Elf both won a race. Day 2 had a
southwesterly that looked like it would build a little by
the end, but didn’t, and a thunderstorm chased us in after
one race.

Going into day 3, Dick led us by a point with the Elf look-
ing OK if there was a throw out. The last three races were
sailed in a southwesterly that again would attempt to
build but then give up. Joan Hurban won race 4 with
Chris Vann second, ourselves third and the Elf 18th. We
had a horrendous next to last race but Dick stuck with us,
so we both sailed our throw outs leading to a finale which
saw us virtually tied. We made the decision before the
start to get right early. We had a bad start at the boat end
but got to the right first and won going away - a good end
to a tight series. Dick was second, John Hughes third and
George Fisher fourth. George led many of the races early
but lost out by doing the “right” thing. Unfortunately for
him, tacking 100 yards under the layline was not right for
this regatta.

Thanks to Rob Ruhlman for sailing with Karen and me
again. The NAs this year were Karen’s and my 19th and
20th Lightning NAs - good fun, looking forward to many
more.   ●

NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONS

Masters Champs 
Team Park

Junior Champs
Team Schon

Women’s Champs
Team Colantuono

President’s Cup Champs
Family Brickell

NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONS
FAMILY TERHUNE
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I could not attend the NA’s and
missed the presentation of Number
One to Mystic Seaport during the
WJMs. I was told both events were
superbly organized, although atten-
dance was lower than expected but I
guess it was mostly due to the
Worlds in April and this not being a
qualifying year.

I would like to congratulate Allan
Terhune Jr. , Katie Terhune and
Kristen Terhune for winning the
North Americans in such convincing
fashion! And to top of a great sailing
season, they recently won the US
SAILING’s U. S. Championship of
Champions. Their win is a win for
the Lightning Class too, demonstrat-
ing our class’ competitiveness.

It is also appropriate to thank Mary
and Sandy Huntsman for pulling
together the donation of Number
One to Mystic Seaport, a task that
Mary initiated as Class President. I
know some don’t quite agree with
what we have done, but I am certain
that this crazy idea will be appreciat-
ed and thanked in the near future,
when people can visit Mystic and
appreciate our heritage.

Down here we are getting ready to
sail the South Americans in Salinas in
November. Teams from Argentina,
Chile, Colombia and Peru (and
Ecuador of course) will show up,
which will make interesting compe-
tition in what we believe is one of
the nicest places to sail in the world.
Humpback whales should start
migrating again by then so it will be
less likely that we encounter one of 

these beautiful mammoths on our
port tack!

Thanks to all who decided to elect
us for a second term. Jim, Steve,
Carter, all the VPs and I will try our
best to keep our class running
smoothly during this coming year.
The big items in the agenda are still
the same: junior sailing, international
scope, sustained membership. We
will continue to look at ways to
accomplish these long term goals, all
critical to our survival. We do have
some pressing issues in the short
run, especially related to our operat-
ing budget, and our publications.

I am having fun, it is a lot of work,
and though we have had our mis-
steps, I still quote Churchill when the
going gets tough: “success is going
from failure to failure without loss of
enthusiasm” or something close to
that!

Enjoy your remaining sailing days. 
I will!
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ADVERTISE IN 
THE YEARBOOK!

Lightning Support
Can you write off your Regattas?
Make your Regattas a business
expense -advertise in the yearbook.

Friendly Business? Do business with
your friends - advertise in the year-
book.

How many times have you thought,
"Wow, if I only had known that so
and so did that, I could have used
them for that new x, y, or z or ser-
vice?"  or "What happened to that
business card….. is it in my foul
weather gear…?" 

Send a dry business card - advertise
in the yearbook. Special offer -- $75
for a business card, $ 125 for a 1/8
page, $ 175 for a 1/4 page.  All for-
mats accepted, Illustrator preferred.
See the web site for details, or con-
tact ILCA at 1-615-89-FLASH. 

Send copy to Caroline
Hoedemaker, Yearbook Editor, at
choedemaker@mindspring.com
and to office@lightningclass.org

Extended Deadline
Advertisements due by

December 15th.
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Chief Measurer’s Column Carter Utzig

The old adage is to say some-
thing when you have some-
thing to say. So now I do.
Three things:

Congratulations on get-
ting Lightning Number
#1 to Mystic Seaport
and that you to all that
worked to get it done.
These are they types
of things that will pay
dividends long term if
we leverage it.

We are going to rewrite
the specifications and
related documents as well as
clean up the by-laws, rules gov-
erning and constitution. Why are we
going to do this? To clean them up
(take out the inconsistencies, easier
to read and fit the ISAF standards as
possible) and incorporate existing
interpretations and rulings into the
specs. It is not to add new stuff that
the class has not voted on. Any new
ideas will be submitted to the class
as a separate item for debate and
vote. So now is the time, get us your
ideas that will make the experience
of sailing a Lightning better and less
expensive while still keeping us a
one design class with a long her-
itage. Colin Park has volunteered to
lead this effort. We will vote on the
new documents at the next NAs. We
will use the web site to drive discus-
sion and thoughts so get out there
and generate some ideas.

The third thing is a perennial
favorite. Should we increase the use
of electronics on the boat? More
specifically, should we use a VHF
radio to call people over early? There
is a tremendous amount of informa-
tion, debate, ideas, etc. on this topic
across all classes - domestic and
international. So I encourage you to
read it, get smart, and then debate
the issue because there are a lot of
good thoughts out there. For those
of you who do not have access to the
web, let me summarize the informa-
tion for you:

In favor debate:

• There are many keel boat class-
es currently using the VHF to call
people over early as well as com-
municate with the competitors
on the coarse for a myriad of rea-
sons. Yes, the SIs can be written
to make this all legal. The rea-
sons that the “not in favor”
crowd claim do not appear to be
an problem; e.g. protests
because your boat was the last
one called.

• Race committees should
provide a service to the

competitors 

– it should not be an
adversarial relation-
ship. Hailing people
is a service that helps
competitors enjoy
the race more.  

• Who cares if you
can hear the race
committee talking

about what they see on
the course. Everyone

can hear it; therefore,
everyone has the same

advantage.

• People who travel to regattas
spend a lot of money and there
is nothing worse than going
around the whole course only to
realize that you were over early
and your chance of winning, or
even placing are gone. So let’s
make it easy to inform people
that they are over early so they
can correct the situation and get
back to having fun.

• VHF cheap

Not in favor debate:

• Using VHF to call people over
early will fundamentally change
the game of starting. People will
be more aggressive since they
know that they will be notified.

• If you don’t have a VHF, you
are at a disadvantage and, there-
fore, it raises the cost of racing
Lightnings.

• People will cheat – with a VHF
they will talk with each other and
share knowledge amongst a few
thereby putting others at a disad-
vantage.

Let me tell you where I stand before
we discuss this any further: I don’t
know yet. I have no agenda but we
need to take a stance after we all
think this issue through.

Think about these things for awhile:

1. Our class is a large one with many
groups of individuals that sail the
Lightning for many different rea-
sons. Some race in local fleets, some
travel to far off spots to compete at
the top levels, some do not even race
- they cruise with their families, some
just occasionally take out the old
family Lightning for a peaceful sail in
the evening. The point is that we are
a class of many desires and maybe
one rule or specification does not fit
us all. Maybe there are some ways 

that we can have rules and specifica-
tions that allow us to remain a one
design class and are tailored to each
of our needs. Walk into a store today
and look for laundry detergent and
you will see what I mean. 14 differ-
ent types of Clorox bleach not one.

2. Many times we argue against
change because “it is not the way it
has been”. But if this stuff was avail-
able back then when it all started,
would it have been used?

3. Things evolve - if they don’t, they
die over time. Things that evolve
uncontrolled die, too. And evolution
is based on history and a heritage.

So get out on the Lightning forum
and generate some thoughts or send
me an email (or letter – I know
everyone doesn’t have email). We
will survey people to see what they
think.

Carter 
Measurer@lightningclass.org  ●

YOUTH WORLD UPDATE
February 28 – March 6 2004
Lightning Youth World
Championship, Sao Paulo, Brazil

Time is running out in getting your
team to the second annual Pacific
Cup Regatta hosted by the Salinas
Yacht Club.  If you are planning on
attending please get in touch with
Paco or myself and let us know.
This is a great regatta for practice
for the upcoming Lightning Youth
Worlds in March.

I would like to congratulate the two
USA teams that qualified for the
2004 LYWC at the Junior NAs in
August.  Ben Spiller and his team
from Wisconsin and Robert Ramirez
and his team form Florida.   Third
place and alternate Meagan
Ruhlman and team are waiting in
the wings in hopes of being able to
attend as well.  

To all International District
Commodores: A reminder that you
need to let the Class know whether
you are going to be sending any
teams to the 2004 Lightning Youth
World Championships.  Your
response is required by November
1, 2003. This information is needed
for planning by the 2004 LYWC
Committee and by the Class to
determine if additional slots are
available for those counties that fill
their quota. 

Keep an eye on the ILCA website
and the Flashes for further informa-
tion as time gets closer.   ●
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FFLLAASSHH!!
COOOOOL Gifts for Crew

Lightning Belts and Sandals made with Lightning ribbon: 
red flash on blue background.

To order and to pay with a credit card, contact the Class Office
615-89FLASH or 

o f f i c e @ l i g h t n i n g c l a s s . o r g
Everything is available on our secure on-line Store: www.lightningclass.org

IN MEMORIAM
Holly H Bagdonas reports sad news
from Fleet #1 in Skaneateles.

“With great sorrow I must inform
you of the unexpected death of my
dad, F.J. Haas.

“Dad had been a Lightning owner,
skipper, crew, enthusiast over 40
years, owning #2389 from the mid-
50’s to 1969, when he bought
#11154. He sailed his beloved
Blitzens (I and II) on the Long Island
Sound as well as Skaneateles Lake.
Dad and his Blitzen II were a con-
stant “fixture” during each anniver-
sary and local regattas hosted in
Skaneateles.

“Rumor has it he had “close ties”
with Intrepid of the America’s Cup
races of the 1970’s.”

Our deepest sympathies go out to
his family and Lightning family.  ●

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP
Statement of Ownership, Management and
Circulation, required by U.S. Postal Service,
PS Form 3526. Filing date: 9/30/03. Lightning
Flashes is published monthly except January
and November. ISSN number 0746-7052;
Postal Publication number 0117-190. Annual
subscription price is $22.00. Complete
Mailing Address of office of publication and
headquarters of the publisher is P.O. Box
10747 (2323 Hillmont Drive), Murfreesboro,
Rutherford County, Tennessee 37129-0015.
Contact Person is Karen Johnson, Executive
Secretary, 615/893-5274. Publisher and
Owner is The International Lightning Class
Association, a corporation not for profit
incorporated under the laws of the State of
Ohio and State of Tennessee.  Editor is
Karen Johnson, c/o ILCA, P.O. Box 10747,
Murfreesboro, Tennessee 37129-0015.
There are no known bondholders, mort-
gagees, or other security holders. Average
number of copies each issue during the pre-
ceding 12 months and actual number of
copies of single issue published to filing date
(September) are respectively: Total Number
of Copies: 1454, 1150. Paid and/or
Requested Circulation: (1) Paid/ Requested
Outside-County Mail Subscription Stated on
Form 3541: 978, 854; (2) Paid In-County
Subscriptions: 1, 1; (3) Sales Through
Dealers and Carriers, Street Vendors,
Counter Sales and Other Non-USPS Paid
Distribution: 212, 149; (4) Other Classes
Mailed Through the USPS: 0, 0. Total Paid
and/or Requested Circulation: 1191, 1016.
Free Distribution by Mail: (1) Outside-
County as Stated on Form 3541: none,
none; In-County as Stated on Form 3541:
none, none; (3) Other Classes Mailed
Through the USPS: 57, 53. Free Distribution
Outside the Mail: 70, 50. Total Free
Distribution 127, 103. Total Distribution
1318, 1119. Copies Not Distributed 136,
31. Total: 1454, 1150. Percent Paid and/or
Requested Circulation: 90.4%, 90.8%.
Publication of Statement of Ownership
required. I certify that all information fur-
nished is true and complete. (signed) Karen
Johnson, Executive Secretary. 9/30/03

FFLLAASSHH!!
COOOOOL Trophies for Regattas

I L C A Class Flags!
$15 for a small one (16x24), $22 for a large one (20x30)  (plus postage)

To order and to pay with a credit card, contact the Class Office

615-89FLASH or office@lightningclass.org

The new and improved Lightning Training Video 
This video contains actual on the water audio and video from North American

Champions Greg Fisher and Andy Horton. This is a play by play video, showing cor-
rect techniques for tacking, gybing, crew communication, spinnaker hoists and take-

downs, plus much, much more. Send $24.99 plus $4.99 shipping/handling to:

Lightning Training Video c/o Above & Beyond Productions
8006 Dale Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63117

Please include a check or money order to: Above & Beyond Productions, Inc.

You can also order this video through the secure on-line Store from  the 
Class website: www.lightningclass.org or by calling the Class office.
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August 16, 2003, Saturday Morning

The lovely home of Paul and Gisell
Myerson

Chief Measurer Carter Utzig called the
Meeting to order at 8:30am and roll call
was taken. Present: Chief Measurer Utzig,
Secretary Jim Carson, Treasurer Steve
Davis; Vice Presidents: Joe Buczkowski,
Jack Huntsman, Jamie Brickell, Brian
Hayes, Mary Huntsman, Karen Park,
David Sprague; District Commodores (or
delegates): Bill Bogardus (CAD), Neil
Hayes (CRI), Colin Park (FL), Tom Allen
(LE), Mary Huntsman (MET), Kate Brush
(NE); Past Presidents Anne Allen and
Sandy Huntsman. Proxies held by chair:
18; proxies held by others present: 9.
Quorum established for holding meet-
ing.

Secretary Carson read President Paco
Solá’s report:

Dear friends, 

I regret not be able to be with you today.
Personal business kept me from making the
trip this year and enjoying a nice week of sail-
ing. But still I have to fulfill my duty as
President so here is my written report. 

This term has gone way too fast but I feel a lot
has been accomplished. Not enough but a lot.
It is amazing how much work this job com-
prises, and how much fun it is to share
responsibility with such enthusiastic people.
So, first and foremost I would like to thank my
executive committee, who have been great.
But especially, my personal thanks go to Jim
Carson, the best Secretary a President can
have. 

The Vice Presidents here will report in depth
on current items, so I would like to report on
what were my main priorities when we start-
ed a year ago: youth participation, internation-
al participation and sustained membership
base. 

On youth sailing we have made slow but
strong progress. For starters we have pro-
posed not to charge entry fees to juniors in
order to promote their participation. We are
also going forward with the Pacific Cup in
Salinas, and we hope to keep it an annual invi-
tation to all kids who want to sail and have
fun. This year in particular we hope that the
event will be a primer to the Youth Worlds in
Brazil next year, which we are actively pro-
moting, thanks to the great job our VP John
Atkins is doing. This objective should be an
ongoing concern for all members so all sugges-
tions are appreciated. 

On international participation we are breaking
even. On one hand we had a hugely successful
Worlds in Miami, one of the best of its kind,
thanks to Bill Mauk and the Florida District.
We had excellent participation from three
continents and we had great sailing and social
activities (did you hear about the Ecuadorian
Party?) that tied us closer together. But on the
other hand, after a long and intense battle, we
were left out of the Pan Am Games, after hav-
ing been present at every edition of the sports
event. I can only thank those who fought the

most, especially Dave Sprague, the support we
found in all countries and authorities (not all
of them though) and even among other classes
was amazing, although the effort in the end
was futile. 

We need to look further and find other ways
to promote the class in an international scale.
Hopefully a better alternative than the Pan
Ams will arise. The mike is open on this issue
too; please let us hear what you think. 

Finally, on membership renewals, I am happy
to report that we are showing numbers much
like last years, so our renewals are not drop-
ping which makes me hope we are reversing a
trend. It is early to tell but we have made
some decisions that help keep our members'
interest: for example we are again advertising
in Sailing World, we finished the new training
video and we held the worlds at a very popu-
lar overseas venue. The reworked Yearbook
has also helped. 

Our numbers look good, as you will see from
Steve Davis' report. We did however plan for
the 2003 budget to be an interim one, because
of all the changes we wanted to apply. Some
have impacted us already, like the savings we
have had so far in publishing Flashes and the
yearbook. Some others will impact the budget
next year, like separating printed flashes from
the active membership dues, as we have suc-
cessfully done with crew dues. 

This is all I have to report for now. As you can
see, our initial enthusiasm and commitment to
the future of the class is still here, although
the results are not there just yet. 

Thank you for entrusting to us such a big trea-
sure, the ILCA. 

Treasurer Davis reports that we have
about $11K in the bank, about $137K in
the ILCA Fund, and about $20K in the
Limbaugh Fund. The Fund money is all
held in a Charles Schwab account; all
interest is credited to the Limbaugh Fund
and reinvested; this interest may and will
be used to sponsor youth sailing. Right
now it looks like we’ll be about $30K in
the black. Our budget has been steady at
$120-130K for many years. The future
depends on many things. One of the
things we want to do, accounting-wise, is
make sure to credit dues paid in the year
they’re meant for, not just in the year the
check is received; otherwise we have to
wait until the end of the year when peo-
ple pay dues for the following year, in
order to come near budget where mem-
bership money is concerned. ILCA
money was used to pay off the outstand-
ing balance for Lightning #1. There is an
ongoing effort to replenish this to the
ILCA. Mary Huntsman will pay the differ-
ence if this money is not collected. After
discussion, it was felt that a date to have
all money repaid would promote
"urgency" to potential donors, as well as
reassure the membership that money
will be repaid. David Sprague motioned
for August 1, 2004, seconded by Anne
Allen, none opposed.

Jamie Brickell asked how we are doing
on new boat sales. Tom Allen reported
from the builders perspective, which is
also reflected in the Class’ income that
new boat sales are down. Although our
membership may be staying steady, boat
royalties have been declining.

Secretary Carson reports that member-
ship is staying fairly steady. We have
received a request from Bill Clausen to
re-activate Fleet 99 in Great Bay, Central
Atlantic District. Motion made to accept
re-activation when fleet dues and paper-
work is received. Secretary Carson noted
that Fleets who do not pay yearly dues
are automatically suspended according
to the By-Laws, and there is no need to
vote on these suspensions.

Secretary Carson reviewed a list of "Items
for Consideration in 2004".

*This list includes the ruling made by the
Executive Committee concerning the sail
numbers being proposed as an amend-
ment to By-Laws for Spring 2004
Meeting. The ruling precludes "fictitious
numbers" and the proposed amendment
will also provide for this. Ruling was
approved unanimously. 

*Our Class documents are in need of
some changes; many of these are "house-
keeping changes" to bring them all in
agreement with each other and to keep
"rulings" with the Rules or Specifications
they alter, confirm or clarify.

* Revisit Rules on VHF

* Revisit OCS (perhaps related to VHF
issue)

* Format and rules for entries to the
World Championship

* Format, venue and time for WJM NAs,
especially Women’s.

* Office expenses: the office is a big
expense, we will be exploring ways to
revitalize it to make is more efficient:
what can we changes, add, delete; out-
sourcing, sharing expenses with other
classes. Treasurer Davis notes that our
costs are down, but our revenue is not
up. Chief Measurer Utzig emphasized the
need to keep value up. Mary Huntsman
urges everyone with ideas to share them
with the Executive Committee, don’t just
talk in the parking lot.

Other actions involving the Executive
Committee:

* 2004 Youth World Championship has
been awarded to Brazil.

* 2005 World Championship has been
awarded to Chile.

* Several Rules and Rulings were reaf-
firmed.

* Actively campaigning (although unsuc-
cessfully) to remain part of the Pan Am
Games.

MINUTES GOVERNING BOARD MEETING
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* Web site advertising.

* A boat raffle was considered, but it was
decided that it was not a good time,
based on other fund raising projects and
outside considerations.

* President Solá appointed Caroline
Schneider-Hoedemaker to be editor for
the 2004 Yearbook.

Chief Measurer Utzig congratulated the
Executive Committee on accomplish-
ments. His biggest concern is that we
have to rewrite our Specifications, which
will necessitate a rewrite of all our docu-
ments. Jack Elfman and Colin Park updat-
ed the Rules Governing a few years ago.
George Fisher updated a lot of the old
language in the Constitution. David
Sprague noted that ISAF has a standard-
ized format for all documents. The ILCA’s
documents were grandfathered in, but
we should get as close as possible. Mr.
Sprague estimates it will take at least a
year of work by someone with a good
legal mind. It will require several reviews
by several people before it even comes
to the Governing Board. In the course of
rewriting, there are a lot of ongoing dis-
cussions that we should settle before-
hand. M. Sprague suggested we list these
topics and discuss them - beyond the
parking lot, possibly using a new on-line
forum to track discussion from mem-
bers. Mr. Allen asked about the make-up
of the committee; Mr. Utzig replied that
all Measurement Committee and
Technical Committee will be on it, and
there will be more than one committee.
The consensus is that the right person to
coordinate the committees will be found
within the next 30 days. This coordinator
will drive what goes where and assign
each to separate committees. Bill
Bogardus volunteered.

John Atkins submitted the following writ-
ten report:

I apologize for not being able to make the
Governing Board Meeting but family matters
take precedent. I have been keeping in contact
with Torsten in regards to the progress on
the 2004 Youth Worlds. The Notice of Race
has been published. Next is to get a
Registration form out and we will try to make
this happen about the same time as the
Website activation. Torsten and Committee
(and from his e-mails it sound like there are
quite a few involved as this point) hope to
have the Website up in September. The major
yacht clubs in Sao Paulo are involved. After
going through this in 2002, it appears that they
are on track. If anyone has particular questions
or concerns please let me know and I will do
my best to address them. I have also sent the
first of a few e-mails to all country VPs and
District Commodores with the NOR attached
and asking for commitment of their country by
November 1st. After that date the champi-
onship will be open for countries filling their
quota to request for an additional spot. Below
is the text from Torsten's report 

" The following is an update of our organiza-
tion and how our plans are developing. 

We have established a complete organization ,
with people responsible for each item on the
agenda, as defined by Torsten, following the
guidelines you sent. Just to give you some of
the areas:

Dates: (Torsten, Roberta Cosulich and Jimmy
Sumner - status: OK): These are the people
who are organizing the lake availability with
the local sailing federation and making sure
that we have the calendar well sorted out for
the dates of the races.

Sponsorship: (Torsten & John Bennett - OK):
We are launching the Sponsors Booklet on
August 23rd, at a cocktail to be held for
potential sponsors, fleet captains, sailing feder-
ation directors and special guest: Robert
Scheidt, Lars Grael, Tommy Sumner (current
Champion) and Amir Klink among other ex
World Champions such as Mario Buckup will
be talking and have allowed their names to be
associated with the Championship. 

Boats, Usage, Construction, Measurement and
Insurance: (Jimmy Sumner, Mário Buckup and
Pedro Soares - On going) - Besides the boats
already available that belong to the existing
Fleet, one of the key strategies is for sponsors
to have boats built with their names. More will
be known on the success of this after the offi-
cial launching cocktail on 8/23.

Race Commissioners: (Bocciarelli, Frede e
Fábio Bojlesen - OK) - They have already
addressed and established the names for the
key participants with the sailing federation. 

International Judges: Will address this further
on.

ABCLI Association (Torsten e Enrico - OK)-
This will establish all the legal requirements
for the Brazilian Lightning Association.

Organizing Clubs: CCSP and YCSA with
Fevesp (Torsten e Boccia - OK)

Press Coverage: Ranata Cuppen and Cecilia
Bennett - On going and with several PR´s at
the 8/23 cocktail 

Internet Site: Torsten & John Bennett - We
are expecting our site to be available, at least
partly, by early September. A sample will be
shown at the 8/23 meeting. 

I can also tell you that there are many other
people not mentioned that are involved in
organizing a great Youth Worlds. With the
entrance of YCSA, one of the most important
sailing clubs in our country as part of the orga-
nizing team, we have raised the involvement of
many sectors. 

As you know, the 2007 Pan-American games
will be in Brazil, and we want to also show the
world that the Lightning Class should definitely
be a part of these games. 

Please let me know if there is anything specific
you want to address, and we will get you the
information. 

Kind Regards and good winds Torsten" 

In addition to the Youth Worlds, I have been
working with Paco on the 2003 Pacific Cup. I
included the NOR for the Pacific Cup in the e-
mail to the VPs and DCs to let them know of
this regatta. I will be in Ecuador for the Pacific
Cup but I'm not certain I will make it as the
dates were changed after we made our travel
reservations. Hopefully I'll be there for the last 

day of racing. I also am scheduling time to be
present at the Youth Worlds. 

Respectively Submitted, John Atkins 

Jamie Brickell reported that the new
training video has been a big hit. The
next videos he’d like to see are a (mast)
tuning video as well as a short "promo"
video.  Rick Bernstein has all the footage
from the 2000 NAs.

Brian Hayes reports that the turnout for
this NAs is down, but he feels for histori-
cal reasons (usually down following the
Worlds). The event was able to attract a
big sponsor, Charles Schwab, which
helps everyone, both running and sail-
ing. There was discussion concerning the
quota system. We need to address this
when the turnout looks to be low. The
quota system works, but we do not want
to exclude anyone from any district
when the turnout is so low. We want to
emphasize the quota system because it
supports the District Championship and
t encourages memberships, but we do
not want animosity. The Executive
Committee can change the initial quota
at the request of the host club.

To promote the WJM, Mr. Hayes would
like to consider making it a stand-alone
event. Part of the problem with hosting
the event as a stand-alone is that the
entry fees are so low as to make it a
money-loser. Secretary Carson motioned
that we approve the 2005 NAs to
Sheboygan and the 2005 WJM to
Milwaukee, stressing that the format is
open to change; none opposed. Several
ideas were proposed: run the WJM as a
long weekend preceding the NAs with a
week in between; separate Women from
Juniors and Masters; separate from NAs
in time by months and geography.

The dates for Buffalo are not yet set, so
we can explore that flexibility. Theresa
Colantuono will be contacting women,
juniors and masters about timing. The
Sears Cup is the 3rd week in August next
year in Lightnings in Vermont. We do
not want to conflict with that. This year
Women and Masters sailed together,
which cost the Women a few boats.
"Good" women sailors do not see this as
a great place for strong competition. The
trend in schools all over the country
seems to be starting earlier in August
and/or going to year-round calendars,
which may hurt junior participation in
the future.

Jamie Brickell again reported that the
training video was a big success. We also
have crib notes from the North U book
available for Lightning Labs. He does not
feel we are utilizing the District
Commodores enough. In many cases,
incoming Commodores fail to notify the
Class office. Ultimately he would like to
spread the Labs beyond the "usual sus-
pects" (teachers) and into a week rather
than just a weekend. Steve Davis report-
ed that he attended a lab in conjunction 
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with the Lighthouse Regatta in Fond du
Lac with David Starck, and it went very
well.

Mary Huntsman reported that the Mystic
party was wonderful. The Museum was
very impressed with the turnout. Ms.
Huntsman is working still on gathering
historical documents, and thanks every-
one for support, stories, photos, etc.

Karen Park reports that she has a list of
comments and notes from the 3+ year-
books she completed, which she will for-
ward to President Solá and to Ms.
Hoedemaker. She has some concern
with having "professionals" produce the
yearbook; what will happen when their
boss can’t or won’t do it again? Mr.
Sprague led a round of applause for Ms.
Park.

David Sprague reports that at the Fall
ISAF Meeting, we can change the adver-
tising code back to what we have used
for years. The Pan Am Games are a prob-
lem. The internal fight that affected the
Class was making the PAG a mini-
Olympics versus keeping it quite sepa-
rate from the Olympics. If it stays the
way it became this year, the Lightning

will be out. It is possible that the
Lightning could be used in a Women’s
event. Mr. Allen states that being a
women’s event is wonderful, but the
biggest reason we want into the PAG is
to drive fleets in South America; this is
critical to South American participation.
Mr. Sprague will push for getting the
Lightning back in as a fleet boat, and, as a
fallback, accept a women’s event.

Mr. Hayes noted that international
growth in South America will have to go
beyond Pan Ams. We want to stay an
international class. Mr. Horwitz recom-
mends we support presence of
Lightning fleets at the big boat shows in
both Europe and South America. After
more discussion, the Executive
Committee is charged with, within the
next 45 days, getting a committee
formed on good boat show exposure.
We know our strength is at the grass
roots level, but we need to find out how
to advertise at shows.

Steve Horwitz offered a final follow-up
to the Worlds: wonderful turnout, won-
derful competition, and wonderful
weather. After the final accounting, the 

Worlds Committee presents a check for
$1500 to the ILCA Fund! 

Jamie Brickell reports on the Masters-
Format Committee, with which he was
charged at the last NAs. What he found
was that most people polled, who had
competed at Masters in last 4 years, want
to keep the 130-year age requirement
(only one opposed). General consensus
was no more than 2 races per day. Most
supported additional trophies for leg-
ends and many would pay a higher entry
fee to see more trophies. Some saw posi-
tives in eliminating the 130-year require-
ment for sailing with sons, daughters, or
grandkids, but no consensus on how that
would be controlled. Report accepted by
Board.

Colin Park presented the Slate of
Officers for 2004 (see following page).
Notables on the slate are Theresa
Colantuono as NA Liaison, Brian Hayes
as Southern Circuit Liaison. This slate will
be voted on at General Meeting. 

Adjournment 10:00 am

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Johnson, Executive Secretary  ●

Championship Lightning Sails
Made in the USA 
by Lightning Sailors
for Lightning Sailors. The Perf o rmance Revolution!

SHORE SAILS Burlington, VT
Bill Fastiggi

150 West Canal Street Suite 5

Winooski, VT 05404

tel 802-655-SAIL (7245)

B i l l F a s t i g g i @ S h o r e S a i l s . c o m

SHORE SAILS Rhode Island 
Bill Shore

7 Merton Road

Newport, RI 02840

tel 401-849-7700

BillShore@ShoreSails.com
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President FRANCISCO “PACO” SOLA T.
Tulcan 1017 y Luque
Guayaquil ECUADOR
h +5934-283-1349
w +5934-245-2245
f +5934-245-1652
psola@norlopjwt.com.ec

Chief Measurer CARTER UTZIG
1900 Maryland Avenue
Charlotte NC 28209-1602 USA
h +704 334-6435
w +704 335-5334
f +704 371 5205
cutzig@kpmg.com

Secretary JAMES G. CARSON
499 Princeton Avenue
Brick NJ 08724-4825 USA
h/w +732/892-1924
f +732/892-1735
jgcfuzzy@litenet.net

Treasurer STEVEN DAVIS
7625 South Yampa Street
Centennial CO 80016 USA
h +303/699-0317
w +720/875-3366
f +720/875-9114
sdavis@cetenv.com

VP Assistant Measurer 
JOE BUCZKOWSKI JR
2560 Archdale Drive
Virginia Beach VA 23456 USA
h +757/416-9807
w +757-836-1169
joebuczkowski@aol.com

VP Assistant Measurer TERRY BURKE
705 Dickson Avenue
Kirkwood MO 63122-3037 USA
h +314/821-4844
w +636/861-4231
f +636/225-5371
TerryRBurke@charter.net

VP Assistant Measurer JAIME CALDERON
Guayacanes #123 y Acacias
Urdesa Central, Guayaquil ECUADOR
h +5934 2831045
w +5934 2383882
f +5934 2389494
jcaldero@impsat.net.ec

VP Assistant Measurer  WILLIAM  CLAUSEN III
218 Heatherwood Road
Glenside PA 19038-7816 USA
h +215/233-0835
w +610/381-3592
f +610/381-3592
claufam@aol.com

VP Assistant Measurer JACK HUNTSMAN
9 Circle Drive
Rumson NJ 07760 USA
h +732/741-3598
w +732/741-7044
jackh2222@comcast.net

VP Canada JAMIE ALLAN
430 Berth Avenue
Toronto ON M6P 3Y7 CANADA
h +416/887-9040
allanjamie@hotmail.com

VP Internet JIM ALLEN
1985 Wildbird Alley
Walled Lake MI 48390-2170 USA
h +248/926-6260
w +248/960-6684
lightning@jimsboathouse.com

VP Greece GEORGE ANDREADIS
11 Vassileos Georgiou B Str
10674 Athens GREECE
h +3010-723-4511
w +3010-9600641
f +3010-9600645
gean@otenet.gr

VP Youth World Championships 
JOHN ATKINS
2547 Oakview Drive
Rochester NY 14617-3241 USA
h +585/467-6934
w +585/242-3228
f +585/242-4708
john.atkins@att.net

VP Marketing/Promotions 
RICK BERNSTEIN
926 Del Ebro Drive
Ballwin MO 63011-1552 USA
h +636/394-3202
w +314/644-1177
f +314/644-3737
rick@aboveandbeyond.tv

VP Youth/Education 
“JAMIE” B. BRICKELL, JR.
12201 Howard Lodge Drive
Sykesville MD 21784 USA
h +410/489-2619
w +410/992-6150
f +410/964-3419
jbrickell@therousecompany.com

VP Rules & Regulations DEAN S. CADY
4665 North Ardmore Avenue
Whitefish Bay WI 53211-1111 USA
h +414/961-1507
w +414/276-5100
f +414/276-3946
deancady@aol.com

VP NA Liaison THERESA COLANTUONO
55 Mill Lane
Portsmouth RI 02871 USA
h +401/683-5461
thelarcol@aol.com

VP California Circuit JEFF COPPENS
19660 Elfin Glen
Escondido CA 92029 USA
h +760/591-7860
JeffCoppens@aol.com

VP West Coast JOHN DeBENEDETTI
3300 NE 19th Avenue
Portland OR 97212 USA
h +503/281-0352
w +503/232-8793
f +503/238-1649
john@steinbart.com

VP Italy FRANCO DeREGIS
Viale Garibaldi
06061 Castiglione Del Lago ITALY
h +39-577-333221
w +39-368-953171
f +39/577/44707

VP Switzerland GILBERT DESPLAND
6, rue des Oiseaux
Grandson CH-1422 SWITZERLAND
h +41-24-4452731
w +41-24-258150
f +41-24-4555405
cvgrandson@free.fr

VP Midwinter Regatta CAROL S. EWING
7175 SW 47th Street #202
Miami FL 33155 USA
h +305 858-4791
w +305 665-8316
f +305/860-8228
lightning@cofs.com

VP Marketing WILLIAM G. FAUDE
4425 North Francisco Avenue
Chicago IL 60625 USA
h +773/539-2133
w +312/528-2420
BFaude@digitas.com

VP Chile ALBERTO “TITO” GONZALEZ
Centro de Casillas 2907
Santiago CHILE
h +56-2-825-0050
w +56-2-825-0119
f +56-2-825-0165
ojodelince11@hotmail.com

VP Southern Circuit  BRIAN HAYES
896 Wheeler's Farm's Road
Milford CT 06460 USA
h +203/878-5758
w +203/877-7627
f +203/877-6942
brian@od.northsails.com

VP Historian MARY W. HUNTSMAN
130 Bodman Place Unit 12
Red Bank NJ 07701-1089 USA
h +732/842-5292
winter +802/583-4210
f +732/842-5211
mhuntsman@comcast.net

VP Ecuador CARLOS LECARO
Datiles 215 & Calle 3era
Urdesa Guayaquil ECUADOR
h +5934 2881112
w +5934 2533010
f +5934 2533030
clecaro@afpgenesis.com

VP Peru BRUNO LEVAGGI
Av. Juan Fanning 250
La Punta Callao 5 PERU
h +511/429-8212
w +511/451-0059
f +511/451-4407
levaggi@cosapidata.com.pe

VP Argentina HECTOR LONGARELA
Darwin 1154 PB ‘B’ Loft “D”
1414 Buenos Aires ARGENTINA
h +541-8562224
w +541-478-9400
f +5411-48562224
hectorlongarela@hotmail.com

VP World Championship Liaison
WILLIAM MAUK
1 Grove Isle Drive #902
Miami FL 33133-4108 USA
h +305/858-8855
c +786/586-3133
f +305/269-9680
whmpenultimate@aol.com

VP Finland ANTERO PUNTTILA
Kyllikintie 3 C 6
FIN-04200 Kerava FINLAND
h +3589-2429863
w +3580469131
f +3580 8185286
Antero.Punttila@ramse.fi

VP ISAF/Pan Am Games 
DAVID SPRAGUE
185 Hanna Road
Toronto ON M4G 3N9 CANADA
h +416/423-1117
w +416/399-8989
f +416 916-7543
sprague@rogers.com

VP Brazil JAMES SUMNER
Av. Fuzaro, 58
Sao Paulo SP 04168-090 BRAZIL
h +5511 2476983
w +5511-507-3411
f +5511 50730196
glassit@glassit.com.br

VP Colombia MAURICIO VALENZUELA
3000 North Ocean Drive #14E
Singer Island FL 33404 USA
h/w +571-6221180
f +571-6221169
maisva@hotmail.com

VP Canada RICHARD WALSH
1208 Lakeshore Drive
Thunder Bay ON P7B 5E4 CANADA
h +807/223-5846
w +807/983-2432
f +807/983-2217
richardmwalshr@aol.com

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
COLIN PARK
MARY HUNTSMAN
BILL FAUDE (Chairman)

INTERNATIONAL L IGHTNING CLASS A SSOCIATION OFFICERS 2003-2004
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August 18, 2003, Monday afternoon 

Cedar Point Yacht Club

Secretary Jim Carson called the Meeting
to order at 3:40pm and roll call taken.
Present: Secretary Jim Carson, Treasurer
Steve Davis; Vice Presidents: Joe
Buczkowski, Jack Huntsman, Jamie
Allan, Jim Allen, Jamie Brickell, Brian
Hayes, Mary Huntsman, Karen Park,
David Sprague, Richard Walsh; Fleet
Captains (or delegates) from:
6,11,12,34,54,69,70,75,85,126,129,146,187
,215,226,262,266,279,

301,326,329,488,502,509,511. Proxies
held by chair: 15; proxies held by others
present: 11. Quorum established.

Secretary Carson asked if we could dis-
pense with the reading of the minutes,
moved, seconded, approved.

Executive Secretary Karen Johnson read
President Paco Solá’s report:

See Governing Board Minutes. 

Treasurer Davis reports that we have
about $11K in the bank, about $137K in
the ILCA Fund, and a little more than
$20K in the Limbaugh Fund. The Fund
money is all held in a Charles Schwab
account; all interest is credited to the
Limbaugh Fund and reinvested. The bud-
get was set to show a small profit at the
end of the year; due to a number of fac-
tors, the profit margin will be less than
budgeted: membership dues are not as
high as we’d expected, both sail and boat
royalties are down. Treasurer Davis dis-
played the lovely brochure which
President Solá put together describing
our Funds and how to contribute to
them. He also pointed out the assort-
ment of Lightning "stuff" which will be
on sale after the meeting.

Secretary Carson reports that some of
the membership problem is confusion
since we’re reverting back to calendar
year; but on the whole membership is
staying fairly steady. He stresses that we
all have a duty to contact fellow fleet
members who are not yet Class members
and explain what a great bargain Class
membership is: a good membership base
increases the value of your boat. Fleet 99
in Great Bay, Central Atlantic District, has
been approved for re-activation, pend-
ing receipt of fleet dues and paperwork.
Secretary Carson noted that Fleets who
do not pay yearly dues are automatically
suspended according to the By-Laws,
and that list has been published in
Flashes.

Secretary Carson reviews a list of
Executive Committee Actions and "Items
for Consideration in 2004". He encour-
ages questions and discussions on these
topics - please address these to the
Executive Committee, rather than just
talking about them in the parking lot.

*This list includes the ruling approved by
the Governing Board concerning the sail
numbers This Ruling will be proposed as
an amendment to the By-Laws for the
Spring 2004 Meeting. The ruling pre-
cludes "fictitious numbers" and the pro-
posed amendment will also provide for
this. The ruling reads:

"Pending a review of the By-Laws, the
sentence in Article VIII, Section 4 stating
that the mainsail and spinnaker must
carry the number of the sailboat will not
be enforced. However, all other rules
and specifications with respect to sails
will apply."

Reason: This By-Law has not been rigor-
ously enforced for many years and
places a burden on those chartering
boats or borrowing sails.

* 2004 Youth World Championship has
been awarded to Brazil.

* 2005 World Championship has been
awarded to Chile.

* Several Rules and Rulings were reaf-
firmed.

* Actively campaigning (although unsuc-
cessfully) to remain part of the Pan Am
Games.

* Web site advertising.

* A boat raffle was considered, but it was
decided that it was not a good time,
based on other fund raising projects and
outside considerations.

* President Solá appointed Caroline
Schneider-Hoedemaker to be editor for
the 2004 Yearbook. She has already start-
ed so start working on your reports. Go
back to your fleets and have reports writ-
ten up before November 1.

The list of future considerations
includes:

* Revisit policy and rules on OCS and
VHF

* Review formula for awarding Worlds
slots

* Update our Class documents to clear
up duplications and conflicts. A team is
being assembled to go through all docu-
ments, but it will take a year or more.
Please volunteer if you want to help - we
need input. ISAF has standard formats,
which we will be using as guides.

* Updates to boat comfort?

* Review scoring system.

These open items will be posted in a
forum on the web for member input.

Assistant Measurer Joe Buczkowski pre-
sented a report from Chief Measurer
Carter Utzig. A big thank you is due to
everyone who served on Measurement
and Technical Committees; thanks also
to everyone who sent in challenging
emails. All decisions made by the

Measurement Committee have been
published in Flashes and on the web.
Open items review

- Spinnaker pole measurement - specifi-
cation will stand as is, measuring overall
pole length rather than to a bearing
point.

- Shroud tension keeps coming up - leav-
ing as is for now.

- The measurement team here has found
some long booms; we believe the vari-
ability is people-based.

- Rewriting Specifications, which will be
a part of the overall documents review.

Jack Huntsman was introduced as the
other Assistant Measurer on hand.

Vice Presidents’ Reports:

Jamie Allan (Canada): Canada is seeing
new sailors, and we hope to see them in
new boats and joining the class. Canada
will have a team for the Youth Worlds.
The Canadian Open next year will be the
first weekend in July in Montreal, at the
same time as the Jazz Fest.

Jim Allen (Internet): we have a strong
internet presence. The Forum is slow but
we are in the process of improving it.
The Forum is the best vehicle for archiv-
ing; the Lightning-L list is more real-time.
There is room and a need for both.

John Atkins (Youth Championships
Liaison) submitted a written report:

See Governing Board Minutes. 

Please see Jim Carson after the meeting if
you have any questions.

Jamie Brickell (Education) reported that
the new training video has been a big hit,
with over 300 sold. The next videos he’d
like to see are a (mast) tuning video as
well as a short "promo" video. A show of
hands indicates that these would also be
popular. Lightning Labs have not been
taken advantage of as much as they
should. We have good teaching materials
(two videos, crib notes from the North U
book, upcoming videos). 

Jamie Brickell also reports on the
Masters-Format Committee, with which
he was charged at the last NAs. What he
found was that overwhelmingly the peo-
ple polled, who had competed at Masters
in last 5 years, want to keep the 130-year
age requirement (only one opposed).
General consensus was no more than 2
races per day. Many Masters felt that 55 is
"too young" and would like to see a 2nd
set of trophies for older Masters. Some
saw positives in eliminating the 130-year
requirement for sailing with sons, daugh-
ters, or grandkids, but no consensus on
how that would be controlled.

Secretary Carson read a quick report
from Dean Cady, reviewing his actions
on Notices of Races, Sailing Instructions,

MINUTES GENERAL MEETING
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Rulings, and Interpretations. Mr. Cady
recently had heart surgery but is doing
well.

Secretary Carson thanked Steve Horwitz
and the 2003 Worlds Committee from
Miami for the $1500 donation they made
to the ILCA Fund. David Gorman lead a
round of applause for Steve Horwitz
himself, for his skin screening clinics
during the Worlds - Dr. Steve was practic-
ing medicine while the rest of us were
out sailing.

Brian Hayes (NA Liaison) thanks every-
one for coming and for attending this
meeting (even the ones who fall asleep).
The WJM at Niantic went well. The NAs
are also going well, congratulations to
Bob Martin and his teams. The Dave
Perry seminar last night was a huge suc-
cess, too. The 2004 NAs in Buffalo are
tentatively set to start August 4. The 2005
NAs have been awarded to Sheboygan
and the 2005 WJM to Milwaukee. He
reviewed some of the discussion con-
cerning the format for the WJM, stressing
flexibility in time and venue to attract
more competitors. 

John Faus mentioned the two teams
from his club; he recommends that we
might have gotten more and/or gotten
them to the NAs if there were no con-
flicts with other "junior" focused events
(420 nationals, CORK).

Judy Hanlon from Metropolitan District
addressed the quota issue. This was a
low turnout year but there were two
skippers from her district unable to

come to this event because their quota
had been filled. She pointed out that
other classes have no quota systems,
although they still require participation
in the District Championship. Secretary
Carson told the group that we will be
reviewing this quota system as well as
the one for the Worlds. Mr. Hayes point-
ed out that even when we reset the
quota, it’s a shame to leave people on the
beach in a low turnout year. We don’t
want to devalue the District
Championships, but it is sometimes diffi-
cult to schedule for the NAs, if you’re not
sure you’re going to qualify. Bill Fastiggi
pointed out that only one District filled
their quota this year, so lowering the
quota would not have had a big impact
on the turnout, even though it would
have had a big impact on those two skip-
pers affected. Ric Larson feels that dis-
tance, time and cost are the bigger road-
blocks. The perception is that this is an
expensive family vacation. Mr. Hayes
hastened to introduce Theresa
Colantuono as the incoming NA Liaison,
and stressed that all these comments
should be forwarded to her. Ms. Hanlon
volunteered to help.

Mary Huntsman (Historian) reported
that the gifting of Lightning #1 was made
at the Mystic Seaport Museum last week.
She thanked Franz Edson for coordinat-
ing a wonderful reception there. The
Museum was very impressed with the
turnout. Lightning #1 is now safe and in
a place it can be taken care of and dis-
played it will be a year or two before it is

on permanent display because Mystic is
still working on a new building. Ms.
Huntsman is working still on gathering
historical documents, and thanks every-
one for support, stories, photos, etc. Jim
Carson led a round of applause for Mary
for all her work on gathering funds and
materials.

Karen Park (Yearbook) reported she had
no report; Tom Allen led a round of
applause for her hard work on the
Yearbook over the last several years.

David Sprague (ISAF Liaison) reports
that the Pan Am Games are a problem.
He wants to make the boat more com-
fortable for the crew in front. We all
cheered him for his hard work anyway.

Richard Walsh (Canada) seconded Mr.
Allan’s report.

Mary Huntsman presented the Slate of
Officers for 2004. Motion made to close
nominations and cast vote for slate; sec-
onded; unanimous. (See list of Officers
elsewhere in this issue)

Jamie Brickell made an impassioned plea
for everyone to sell their 14000-series
boat to a new sailor and buy a new
15000 boat for himself or herself. He
points out that classes are not built by
new guys buying new boats, but by old
members selling used boats to new guys;
old members then buy new boats.

Adjournment 4:45pm

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Johnson, Executive Secretary  ●
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Joel Thurtell
Copyright 2003 by Joel Thurtell

I’ll tell you all about my stealth plan
for sneaking a photo of Plug Nickel
into WoodenBoat Magazine later. 

Right now, let me confess how hotly
my ears burned this morning as I
read a WoodenBoat article about
choosing sails for your classic boat. 

Wait a minute – is Plug Nickel a clas-
sic boat? 

Let’s see. It was the last production
Nickels & Holman hull made of
wood, thus representing the very
end and one hopes pinnacle of the
wooden construction era. 

And it was the mold for making
many fiberglass boats. 

It is the very personification of both
tradition and transition. 

I’d say that’s about as classic as a
boat could get. 

And that lands me in real trouble. 

Because according to WoodenBoat
author Maynard Bray, I am a real bad
guy. 

You see,  I chose – deliberately and
with premeditation plus heavy doses
of forethought – not only to put
modern sails on my boat, but I outfit-
ted it with a modern oval aluminum
mast and aluminum boom. 

Woe unto me. 

Why did I do this? 

Simple. I wanted to prove that an old
wooden hull could be as fast as a
modern Lightning if it were rigged
like a latter-day boat. 

My reason was also simple. It
occurred to me that if I could
demonstrate my boat’s ability to
compete with modern glass hulls, it
would encourage other people to
view woodies as something more
than cottage boats with their skegs
firmly pointed towards the nearest
landfill. 

It might help save some old
Lightnings. 

But for the purist, all this is special
pleading. 

“In my opinion,” wrote Mr. Bray in
the July/August 2002 WoodenBoat,

“The modern strap-her-down-and-
drive-her racing mentality has no
place aboard a precious classic!” 

What this author would like to see
on classic woodies is the old
Egyptian cotton sails sewn in narrow
horizontal strips, or modern facsimi-
les of that material. 

“Appearance counts more than per-
formance,” writes Mr. Bray, adding
that “those wooden hulls cannot
withstand the loads imposed by
modern rigs without ultimately suf-
fering structural damage.” 

Pretty strong stuff. That attitude may
explain why WoodenBoat declined
to run a photo of Plug Nickel in 2001,
the summer after I launched it for
the first time since Dave Nickels built
it in 1965. 

Naïve enthusiast that I am, I had sent
photos of Plug Nickel under sail. But
the sails were modern cut racing
sails – one-season beauties I bought
used from a serious racer who
replaces his sails annually. 

Worst of all, my spars in that photo
are aluminum. 

I have, in fact, been told my boat is
not truly a woodie because of those
metal spars. 

But for a long time I’ve had this
stealth idea for getting my boat’s
mug in WB magazine. 

First, I get my hands on a wooden
mast and boom. 

No problem. I have them. 

Correction: Four masts and six
booms, actually. 

Approximately. I’ve lost count. 

Hey, a little redundancy never hurt
anybody except English teachers,
right? 

So some bright spring day, winter
dead and gone, instead of installing
the regular metal mast, I would
instead step the wooden spar and
sail away with a 100 percent wooden
boat and one of my professional
photographer friends snapping
away. 

Then, film safely in the can, I’d pull
the wood mast and pop the metal
one back. WoodenBoat would never
know I was not always sailing an “all

woodie.” 

But for that one-time photo op, I
have in storage a nearly new bright
white sail with the metal tracks spe-
cially sewn on for a wooden mast.
Perfect. 

Or it would have been. 

Now I read that I’ll be needing to
consult with a sailmaker to buy some
Dacron that imitates the old off-
white cottony color. 

Imagine how much this appearance
counting more than performance is
going to cost. 

I don’t plan to ask. 

I’ll keep sailing with my modern rig. 

Forget the photo op. 

By the way, that rig did pretty well
last summer when I got around to
racing it. 

Of course, everything is relative. 

After our Pontiac Yacht Club White
Cap Regatta in early September, I
was feeling pretty good. My neigh-
bor asked me how we did in the
races. “Well,” I said, “Twice we came
in next to last.” 

“I’m sorry to hear that,” he said. 

He has no idea how great it feels to
be in a sailboat with a boat trailing
behind you. 

You don’t exactly forget that the rest
of the fleet is ahead, but there is
excitement in these little two-boat
duels over who won’t be tail-end-
Charlie. 

I raced with one token wooden spar
– the spinnaker pole. 

One of the boats I beat was a 2003
Nickels. 

Very gratifying. 

Neophyte racer that I am, I thought it
couldn’t make any difference. Was I
wrong. The clasps are so primitive
that you have to reach to the pole
end with your hand and place the
guy inside clasp. That wooden pole
is now in my loft – I bought a new
metal pole. Much more efficient. 

I found courage to race in the White
Cap after placing next-to-last in a
race earlier in the summer when Salo
Korn, an experienced skipper from
our club,  crewed. 

That we beat one boat was amazing,
considering all the glitches. 

Salo listed them: Spinnaker guys
reversed. Shrouds sloppy. No com-
pass. He charitably skipped that
heavy wood spinnaker pole, but
urged me to replace the flat wooden
tiller extender with one that has a
universal joint. The tended to snag
under the deck and jam itself at inop-
portune moments. 

After the race, my pal and former
Detroit Free Press sailing writer
Wylie Gerdes, who was riding on the
committee boat, told me Plug was

STEALTH CLASSIC  Adventures in Wooden Boating

Used Lightnings & Lightning Equipment
Refurbished wooden masts with or without hardware, sails for modern & wood rigs, 

spinnaker poles, rudders (ask about our “Kick-up” rudders for cruising!), more

Thurtell Boat Works
11803 Priscilla Lane, Plymouth MI 48170 USA

finder@radiofinder.com or 734/453-8303
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really scooting despite the skipper’s ineptness. 

After the race, another club member
approached me with a huge grin. “Did you
know your spinnaker was up sideways?” 

Know it! How could I not know? Numbers
were up and down, not left to right. 

But what matter? They were the wrong num-
bers anyway. 

Eying my dirty sails, another racer remarked,
“We’ve got to get you some new rags.” 

By the White Cap, I had a compass and a
brand new tiller extender with a U-joint – what
a marvel! I had somewhat haphazardly tuned
the rig. Sails will come later. 

I learned that it’s not enough to have the
equipment under control. 

The skipper must know his stuff, too. 

He has a few things to learn if Plug Nickel is to
compete for real. 

But there were times in the White Cap when
the Plug was in the melee. Cruising through a
cluster of boats under spinnaker – it hap-
pened more than once -- crew member Pat
Beck would whisper, “It’s not good form to
say this out loud, but we’re passing those
boats!” 

With more improvements in equipment and
some skipper enhancement, Plug Nickel can
be in the running. 

Regardless of what WoodenBoat says about
stressing the old wooden hull, my antique
block-and-tackle boomvang will be next to go
in favor of one of those high-pressure level
deals. 

Next month I’ll take on the “performance vs.
appearance argument again as we look at a
big surprise that came in the mail. 

Photos of a 1952 Lightning named Surprise
with its quaint and antiquated rig. 

Should the owners keep their boat as a float-
ing museum or update it? 

That’s a hard one. Glad I have a month to mull
it over. 

Joel Thurtell can be reached at joel@thurtell.net or
finder@radiofinder.com or 734-453-8303 ●

Jim Force

It was like no other sound I’d
ever heard. An ominous crush-
ing, snapping noise coming
from high above as I backed our
old woodie Lightning (#6039)
down the gravel driveway to the
lake ramp.

“Dad! No! Stop!” hollered our
daughter Kabby, walking along-
side the boat, holding the bow-
line and suddenly realizing what
was happening 25 feet in the air.

Our wooden mast was going
head to head with a giant white
pine hanging over the ramp
approach, out of our normal
sight line.

As Kabby later described it, the
mast hooked forward like a
clenched nail as the spreaders
and jumper struts took on the
branches, pressured by the
backing car and trailer.

Unable to see what was going
on, but sensing disaster, I
stopped the car and began to
pull forward. But the backstay
had snagged one of the branch-
es in a perfect headlock at the
top of the mast. As I looked into
the mirror, the bow of the boat
suddenly reared up like a wild
horse and the boat lurched sick-
eningly to one side, pivoting on
the back bunk.

Sure that our woodie was about
crash onto the driveway and
ruin the day if not the season, I
hit the brakes and held my
breath. The boat teetered but

stayed balanced on the back
bunk, literally suspended from
the pine bough above.

By now my wife and daughter
were holding up the transom to
keep the boat from falling com-
pletely off the trailer, or ending
up swinging from the tree like a
hanging victim. I took my wife’s
place while she ran to get help.
Soon, a catamaran owner raced
up and helped hold the boat in
place.  Luckily, our leverage cre-
ated just enough slack in the
backstay to release the clevis pin
and let the stay swing free. Then,
all of us pushed the boat for-
ward into its proper position on
the trailer.

I felt like someone who had just
run a stop sign but narrowly
missed a serious collision. My
sense of terror and stupidity was
slowly neutralized by several
deep breaths and the realization
that everything was OK.

In the four years since I’d
launched from this ramp, the
trees had overgrown the
approach until there was only a
narrow opening over the middle
of the driveway. Unwittingly, I
simply hadn’t looked in enough
directions before starting to
back up.

But in the battle of wooden mast
vs. white pine, our 47-year-old
hollow glued spar had won. We
went on to have a very nice sail
that day, even with a bilge full of
pine needles and cones.    ●

Wooden Mast vs. White Pine: 
The Lightning Wins Again

w w w. s e rv i c e c a nv a s . c o m

www.servicecanvas.com
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Call for your 2003 Layline Catalog!

...Layline would not 
be in business!

You’ve all been there, right out of college,
trying to get your first used Lightning up to
racing snuff.  For me, it was 1985, and my
boat was 9771. The following projects drove
me to start Layline.

Floatation Bags: Remember how the older
boats seemed to be going straight to the bot-
tom after the gunnells "gently slipped" under
and all that water rushed forward kicking the
stern in the air?  I had this problem and went
in search of inflation bags. My local guy
tried to sell me big chunks of Styrofoam. The
hot catalog at the time was unhelpful and
never sent me the catalog I requested.  
Whiff One.

Cam Cleats and Ball Bearing Bullet Blocks:
9771 came with a fairly new Bryant
Aluminum Spar Set; the board was not stain-
less but was in good shape.  All of the con-
trols were antiques and needed replacing. 

Harken's "New" Cam Cleats and Bullet
Blocks were the coolest thing since sliced
bread.  The local store tried to sell me stain-
less cam cleats and those old stainless blocks
with the white pulley inside.
Aaarrrggghhh. Whiff two.

I called a new catalog business that seemed
to have everything (W.M.), and I told them
what kind of boat I had and what I was look-
ing for. All they could do was take a catalog
request; 6 weeks later the catalog arrived.
Uuuggghhh. Whiff three.

Validation that Walt has a weak mind
accompanied by a low IQ.

The light bulb in my young, innocent and
limited mind lit up and I thought, "Hey, here
is a market opportunity."  I took the big leap.
Now, 17 seasons later, I'm still selling sail-
boat parts and racing with friends. Each year,
I take the IQ test, scoring low enough that I
am allowed to stay in the "business."

If it weren’t for Lightnings, I might have a
real job, my own boat, and the time to race it.

Sampled here are a few products we sell to
Lightning sailors along with some comments
I thought you might be interested in.

Super Max
(inside mount)

The Latest & The Best, Shipped Out Fast,100% Guaranteed!

If it weren't for Lightnings...

Cordage! Cordage! Cordage! It's the backbone of Layline. We actually stock more high-tech lines in
one place than any other direct selling business in the world. We don't just list them in our catalog; they
are on our shelves. Our active cordage wall, with one spool for each style, color and size we stock, is 9
feet high and 114 feet in overall length. In addition to our physical inventory, we have loads of
experience we are willing to share. We welcome yours as well. Call Layline for all your cordage needs!

A.

B.

C.

New Large
(outside mount)

D.

A. Race Master
Besides the big easy to read numbers, the other reason to
step up to a Race Master for your Lightning is that the start
timer is displayed on the bottom row so it is always up as
you take line readings and shoot the wind. Has synch fea-
ture. Very functional. 
T040 List $850.00/S A L E $652.25

B. Bailers
Shown here are the Super Max and New Large, the New
Large fits many older boats, the Super Max fits many
newer boats. Inside or outside mounting is the key differen-
tiation. In the spring, put a little  "Vaseline" on the gaskets,
to keep things running smoothly. If your bailers are leak-
ing, you can try to replace the gaskets. Over the years, we
have found that putting a whole new bailer in properly
solves the problem.  
A564133 Super Max List $113.00/Layline $108.00
A564136 New Large List $88.00/Layline $83.00
Internal New Large Gasket
A574194 For a little piece of foam $13.00 

C. Small Harken Aluminum Cleat
Most of us have these all over our boats. 3 years ago
Harken "killed" the aluminum version of this replacing it
with the Carbo version. Now the aluminum ones are back
giving us the durability and reliable holding we have come
to expect. Fits same holes  
H338 List $20.65/Layline $18.15

D. Lightning Tapered Spinnaker Pole
Tapered poles are stiffer and stronger than straight tubes, and
they allow you to use smaller, and therefore lighter, pole
ends.  The pole is shown here with Proctor ends, but other
ends are available.  Note on measuring for your Lightning
Pole: Lightnings measure their poles from the front of the
mast.  So, we will need to factor in the distance your particu-
lar ring adds to the equation.  Just measure from the front
surface of your mast to the outside surface of your ring,
where the pole will be pressing.  We’ll do the rest of the
math.  Call us for more information.
LTSP Layline $149.99

Conception SpinnakerSheets
Dyneema SK75 (a.k.a. spectra) and polypropylene blend. Lightweight, soft on your
hands, and low water absorption (unlike that other fuzzy stuff!) 1/4" is great for all wind
conditions, or switch to 3/16" when you know the air is going to stay light. We use 44
feet per side. 
CON14 $1.33 per foot, $58.52 per side 
CON316 $0.68 per foot, $29.92 per side
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UPCOMING REGATTA CALENDAR
A Regatta Calendar is posted on the ILCA Web Site - check http://www.lightningclass.org

2003 SOUTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP
November 6-9 Salinas Yacht Club, Salinas Ecuador

14th YOUTH WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
February 28-March 7, 2004

Clube de Campo de Sao Paulo (Lightning Fleet 462)
Guarapiranga Lake, Sao Paulo Brazil 

2004 SOUTHERN CIRCUIT
March 13-14 Deep South Regatta, Savannah Yacht Club, Savannah GA
March 16-17 Miami Midwinter Regatta, Coral Reef and Biscayne Bay Yacht Clubs, Miami FL
March 19-21 Winter Championship, St. Petersburg Yacht Club, St. Petersburg FL

ILCA ADDRESSING SERVICE
ILCA Headquarters offers an addressing service to Fleets, Districts and Yacht Clubs. We can supply mailing labels at 10¢ per label for a specific

fleet, state, district, or other criteria. An additional charge is made for the postage required to mail the labels to you. 
This service is also available to builders and sailmakers at 15¢ per label. 

Better yet, you may order this same addressing service as an electronic file, which can be emailed to you, 
for one time use, at an even cheaper rate - call for details.

Contact 
I.L.C.A.

P.O. Box 10747
Murfreesboro TN 37129 USA

(615) 89-FLASH
FAX (615) 893-5205 

email office@lightningclass.org
Allow enough time for printing the labels and mailing them to you. Please note that this service is provided only to those groups who have a legitimate

interest in the Lightning Class. We do not rent or sell our mailing list to outside interests. 

2004 Orange Bowl Regatta

December 27 - 30, 2003

Notice of Regatta and Registration Form 
available at cgsc.org

CGSC will host the following: 
Lightning, Laser, Laser Master, & Euro Dinghies 

FLORIDA Fleet—226 

Miami, Florida USA 

Contact— Bob Hannau
bob@hannau.com

phone—305-633-1100
fax—305-633-5952
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Do Not Buy ANY Boat Cover 
Until You Study This Comparison Chart 

 

          Sailors’ Tailor                                         Competitors 
PTFE Teflon thread                                                         Chemically stripped polyester thread 

Flat-Felled seams double stitched through 4 layers             Single or chain stitched through 2 layers 

Double-folded hems stitched through 3 layers                    Turned-up hems stitched through 2 layers 

Unique Vinylike double-coated Poly Army Duck                   Uncoated, or laminated fabric that delaminates 

Nylon zippers don’t scratch the boat                                  Metal zippers 

Stand-up flaps that snap around stays                               Gaping opening or Velcro that fails at the first sign of grass 

5/16” elastic shock cord in the hem AND tie downs             Tie downs or cotton draw cord 

Webbing loops                                                                Grommets that scratch the boat 

Supplied hardware                                                           A trip to the hardware store 

Call 1.800.800.6050 NOW for 
The FREE Sailor’s Pack!  It includes: 
 
• FREE  How to Choose the Right 
 One-Design Sailboat Cover 
• FREE  Poly Army Duck and Acrylic 
 fabric samples. 
• FREE  Diagram of what correct seams  
 and hems look like. 

If Your Cover Maker isn’t Using Teflon Thread—Or If They Charge 
Extra For It—Try Sailors’ Tailor, Making One-Design Covers For 31 Years 
 

Since the thread, not the fabric, is usually the culprit in early boat cover deterioration, it is the most          
important, uncompromising feature to look for in a durable cover.  Sailors’ Tailor is the only cover 
maker who has been sewing all seams with PTFE Teflon thread at NO UP-CHARGE for the past three 
years.  Other suppliers are STILL using chemically stripped UVR-treated poly Dacron thread 
which boat owners say is lasting only 2 years.  If other cover makers use Teflon thread at 
all, they charge you about 10% more for it.  When we discovered a change in thread stamina 
three years ago, we immediately researched the problem and upgraded to Teflon thread at no charge, 
even though it costs nine times more than UVR-treated poly Dacron.  Only PTFE thread is going to last 
as long as poly USED TO last.  If a cover supplier tells you they don’t use Teflon thread because their 
seams aren’t exposed to the elements, watch out!  All seams are exposed to acid rain and UV.  When 
UV or acid rain hits a single stitch or chain stitch, it sends the seam into an unraveling frenzy! 

8 cover styles, in addition to the 
pictured Skirted Mooring Cover, 
are available.  

 
 The Sailors’ Tailor 

 
Tel: 937.862.7781  FAX:  937.862.7701 
1480 West Spring Valley-Paintersville Rd. 
Spring Valley, Ohio  45370  www.sailorstailor.com 
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BOAT OWNERSHIP CHANGES BY DISTRICT

Active Class Members are published in blue type.
New Owners who have recently become Active Members are indicated by *

“A” indicates amatuer builder building own boat.

PLEASE LET THE CLASS OFFICE KNOW THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE NEW OWNER WHEN YOU SELL YOUR BOAT!

CALIFORNIA *14263 Pete Bellin, 9060 Meadowrun Court, San Diego CA 92129 194

CENTRAL STATES 8718 Andrew North, 8014 Johnson Drive, Marian KS 66202 U

DIXIE 32 Barbara K. Thompson, 2601 John Milton Ct., Oak Hill VA 20171 50
8502 Larry Burt, 236 West Penn Avenue, Robesonia PA 19551 U

INDIANA 8614 Thomas Atz, 155 East Market Street, Suite 307, Indianapolis IN 46204 U

LONG ISLAND 9457 Steven Palmer, 35 Tarkill Road, Ridge NY 11961 U

MICHIGAN *9699 David Deatrick, 220 Hursley, Sault Ste. Marie MI 49783 U
*12927 Alan Suydam, 33810 State Street, Farmington MI 48335 54
15191 Sean Fidler, 1301 Wyandotte, Royal Oak MI 48067 U
15193 Michael Norris, 1595 Sage Court, Grand Rapids MI 49525 204

MIDWEST *9232 Jeff Fjeldheim, 710 Timber Hill Road, Deerfield IL 60015 5
15189 Paul Reak, 1704 Cherry Street, West Bend WI 53090 187

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY *6446 Harry "Hammer" Jackson, 1905 West Forest Avenue, Decatur IL 62522 74
*13173 Jennifer Baetz, 718 Brookridge Drive, Webster Groves MO 63119 U
*14533 Jan & Robert Mattix, 325 Harbor Drive, Old Hickory TN 37138 262
15169 Batton Kennon, 938 Spinnaker Lane, Cordova TN 38018 274

NEW ENGLAND *4291 Virginia Biddle, P.O. Box 1059, Blue Hill ME 04614 U
*13727 Robert Lodder, 12 Prospect Street, Trumansburg NY 14886 U
*14345 Brian Gibbs, 981 Marston Road, Whitinsville MA 01588 U

OHIO *14242 M Andrew Sees, 121 Rancindin Road, Butler PA 16002 36

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 4938 Dave Bechtel, 7429 NE 129th Street, Kirkland WA 98034 U
*6633 Kenneth Jones, 38258 Hood Canal Drive NE, Hansville WA 98340 U

A15192 Kevin Burgess Boisen, 17366 NE 160th Street, Woodinville WA 98072 U

SOUTHERN *13170 Jeffrey Reisch, 114 Engman Avenue, Bay St. Louis MS 39520 62

TEXAS *10397 Tom Callahan, 390 CR 245, Hondo TX 78861 U

US@LARGE 12271 Mark B Holt, 281 East 200 North, Logan UT 84321 U

Prices white blue colors
6” skirt 299 310 327
full-size 456 482 504
nap back rudder cover 52
sail # on cover 38

now available UV proof Goretex thread!

1744 Prescott So.
Memphis, TN 38111
Chris Rooke
(901)744-8500
website wwww.rookesails.com
email rooke@rookesails.com

ROOKE SA IL  INC.

Sunbrella Acrylic      Covers    
• light and easy to install
• material will not mildew, rot, or shrink
• made with 1st quality Sunbre l l a
• material has 5 year warr a n t y
• heat-cut edges on seams will not fray
• straight-stitch seams hide thread from UV
• delrin zipper protected w/velcro flap
• hooded mesh vents forw a rd and aft
• many colors available, samples by re q u e s t
• port or c/l boom cru t c h
• durable Goretex tread with an up charg e
• VISA/MC~add UPS, check in advance~no UPS

Flashes advertiser and cover maker for 30 years!
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W H Y ? a re more and more Lightning Sailors choosing  FA B R IC R A F T for their cover & accessory needs?

Interested in coming on board?  
Send us a fax, email or call us today!

phone 315/458-3991  fax 315/458-3897   fabricraft@a-znet.com
Also available: RC Start Sequence Flags,  Code Flags, Custom Yacht Club Flags, & Lightning Class Flash Flags

✔  Easy to use, field-tested designs 
✔ Finest quality workmanship and materials
✔ Friendly, knowledgeable customer service
✔  Widest choice of color options available
✔ 100% satisfaction guarantee since 1989
✔ Optional PTFE thread for high UV areas
✔  We’ve sailed Lightnings since 1965

B E CAU S E :
✔ Crafted with pride in the USA with American-made materials
✔ FREE:   Storage bags with all deck & cockpit covers
✔ FREE:  All necessary tiedowns and hardware
✔ FREE:  Shipping with check in advance

Little Egg Harbor Yacht Club NJ,
August 9-10
Franz Schneider

The Little Egg Harbor Down Bay
Invitational Regatta has its roots in
the traditional Down Bay Cruise of
the 1930’s. Once a year sail boats of
all types would make their way from
the northernmost reaches of
Barnegat Bay into Little Egg Harbor.
They would put into the Little Egg
Harbor Yacht Club for a weekend of
fun and sailing competition. While
today most people trailer their boats
there are still an abundance of boats
rafted to the docks and moored in
the harbor.

The traditional date for this event
has always been the second week-
end in August. For the first time in
years this did not conflict with the
Lightning North American
Championship and as a result there
was a record number of Lightnings
participating. On the starting line,
there were twenty-one boats from
twelve different fleets located as far
away as Denver and Hampton
Virginia.

The weather forecast called for less
than ideal conditions. But in the end
sailing conditions were excellent
and while the Saturday evening fes-
tivities got a little wet, it did not
dampen the enthusiasm of the
group. A large tent covered most of
the dance floor and those outside of

its protection didn’t seem to mind at
all.

Starting lines were good and square
with the fleet evenly distributed
along them. Winds were generally
fairly steady from the southeast in
the range of 15 knots. Saturday races
were on the light side and Sunday it
was significantly stronger. Courses
were the windward leeward type
with an off-set marker and a well
positioned leeward gate

Representing the Toms River Yacht
Club, Allan Terhune, Jr. sailing with
Katie and Kristen Terhune, made a
clean sweep of the series with three
bullseyes. Second place went to Surf
City’s Steve Warren. Sailing with
Randy Swartley and Jen Ryerson his
finishes were 4, 4, & 2. Third place
went to another Surf City boat sailed
by Tim Robinson. His crew was Fran

and Andy Temme. Their finishes
were 2, 2 & 8.

Little Egg was its usual good host.
Accommodations are always a prob-
lem, but with help from some of the
other clubs on the Island, most peo-
ple found a comfortable place to
stay. After the races refreshments
were made available in the launch-
ing area. Everyone enjoyed the
Saturday evening dinner dance. After
the Sunday race lunch was served
and trophies were awarded as the
boats rigged for the trip home.

Many people at Little Egg were well
impressed by the number of
Lightnings and by the type of people
sailing them. Hopefully, this will help
to convince some to purchase one
for next season. We look forward
toward fielding another large fleet
next year.   ●

DOWN BAY INVITATIONAL REGATTA
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Fleet 192 Havre De Grace MD,
August 23-24
Steve Constants

My daughter, Chloe, who is 11 years
old, had been bugging me for weeks
to allow her to crew with me at a
regatta. The schedule presented itself
with the “2nd Annual Duck
Challenge” hosted by Fleet 192 in
Harve De Grace, Md. Very conve-
niently located off I-95, Fleet 192 is
only a few hours drive for many
sailors from Washington D.C.,
Pennsylvania, and  NJ. 21 teams
came to compete and enjoy racing at
the mouth of the Susquehanna River.
My daughters’ comments are in
parenthesis (Dad, Look at those cool
Duck trophies, I’d really like to win
one of those.). To help complete this
family affair was my brother Mike
(Uncle Mikey) who did the bow.

Saturday presented itself with
absolutely beautiful weather. 85
degrees and a North to NW breeze
of 5-13 knots. Our race committee
PRO John Heffner was able to run 4
races. Considerations had to be
made in terms of which side to pass
an anchored barge that was in the
middle of the course in addition with
dealing with the shifty breeze that
presented challenges and opportuni-
ties, especially in the top third of the
course. (Dad, if we can average top
5’s we should do o.k.) Can you say
math major! To follow is a brief sum-
mary of what I can remember from
the races.

Race 1, Nabeel Alsalam from Fleet 50
in Washington D.C. found some nice
shifts on the left side to round the
weather mark in first. He held on
and finished first. Maury Benbow,
from Riverton NJ, sailed well to fin-
ish second. We were able to squeeze
by Star Mikell, from Fleet 253, right at
the downwind finish for 3rd. Star
was followed by Jon Guth, from
Fleet 329 and then Mark Sanford,
from Fleet 192.

Race 2 found similar tight racing. At
the finish Patrick Phelan, from Fleet
192(sailing Green MOO MOO) was
able to beat us out for the win.
Following us were Maury Benbow,
Jon Guth, and Nabeel Asalam.

Race3 was the awakening of team
Johnson (Mr. Todd). Coming out of
the North American’s hangover,
Todd played some favorable shifts
and led for most of the race. At the
finish it was Johnson, Nabeel, Patrick

(Green MOO MOO again), us and
Mark Sanford (Don’t worry about
that bad start Dad, the next one will
be better).

Race4 found Todd in NA’s top form,
out in the lead again. We stayed
close until we chose the incorrect
leeward gate. Todd won easily fol-
lowed by us, then Maury, Jon Guth,
Mark Sanford, and Pez Skelly from
Fleet 192.

After a long exciting day out on the
water, Fleet 192 opened the beer keg
and we all had an enjoyable cookout
as we all replayed the day’s racing.
For those who still had some energy
left, it was time to head to
Macgregor's and Coakley's, the local
hangouts, for some late night revelry.

Sunday, PRO John Heffner was able
to get two more races run in the
dying Northwester. This would also
be team Solomons’ day, Fleet 508.
Race 5 found Jon Guth leading much
of the way in the shifty breeze, fol-
lowed closely by Dave Meiser, from
Fleet 508, who was just getting
warmed up for the day. We managed
a third, followed by Mark Sanford,
Maury Benbow, and Pat McGee from
fleet 50.

Race 6 had a start and unintentional
restart at the first weather mark. The
wind lightened as the fleet
approached the weather mark, then
died completely. Everyone had
chutes up, twenty wide, and a Nascar
style restart came when the breeze
came back in. Don Behrans (Tikki
Bar Don) who had rounded the
weather mark in first, held his lead in
the restart. Dave Meiser held second
followed by us. Positions remained
the same around the last leeward
mark. Up the last beat to the finish
Don had the task of covering both
Dave and us. Dave got free to the left
side as Don kept a hard cover on us
on the right side.

Dave leebowed Don short of the pin
layline. We were free to leeward and
tacked onto the port layline to the
boat which was heavily favored. Don
waited too long before coming back
onto port. We got our nose out on
them and were able to just beat out
Dave and Don for the win. With the
six races, and a throwout in hand,
there was some shuffling of final
positions. We finished first followed
by fellow SSA member Jon Guth in a
tiebreaker over Maury Benbow.
Local Fleet 192 Mark Sanford took
fourth followed by Nabeel Alsalam.

As for my daughter, she had a great
time. She not only flew the chute, she
helped call shifts and roll-tacked with
the best of them. She told me where
I should be on the starting line, and
she was always enthusiastic, no mat-
ter what was going on. And she was
one of the major reasons we did
well. Somehow I think she will insist
on joining us for more regattas in the
very near future.

And to Fleet 192. They ran a great
regatta in a nice location that is easy
to get to. Make sure you come next
year and catch the excitement that is
helping to build this fleet.  ●

THE DUCK CHALLENGE 2003

Speed&Smarts
P.O. Box 435

Easton CT 06612 USA

phone 800-356-2200
203-445-0734

fax 203-445-0735

email 
SpeedandSmarts@optonline.com

web 
www.SpeedandSmarts.com

Annual subscription
rate is $40 in the US,
$45 in Canada, and

$50 in all other 
countries.

Subscriptions outside
the US include 

air mail postage.

Speed&Smarts is 
published bi-monthly,

six times per year.
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Editor’s Note: MOST results are available on the Class website: 
www.lightningclass.org

Recent regattas will be featured on the “Front Page” of the website, 
but all results are available through the “Results” section.

Skaneateles NY, September 6
Dick Hallagan

It happens once a year, the Lightnings return to its birth-
place, Skaneateles NY. The faithful make this trip as
often as possible. Beautiful village, beautiful Country
Club, clear water, and the mystique of “this is where
Lightning #1 first sailed in October 1938.” The locals of
Barnes, Honcharski, Spaulding, Deruscha, Penfield,
Hider, Thomsen made it all happen. Thanks.

It was a warm September day with lots of sun, and some
west wind, but not a whole lot of wind. The puffs came
and went as RC Bill Spaulding did complete four races
that afternoon. Thanks. Sixteen boats and crews saw
light air in CNY at its best. That is, if you like light air!
Landy Atkinson, Liz Dodge, Alan McReynolds and I did
win races. Avoiding the big one pushed Hallagan and
Murphy to the top. Also, hull number handicap scoring
saw awards go to Eddie Walton and Dan Pope.

Thanks to Fleet #1 for putting on this event. The ghosts
of 1938 were everywhere and you could feel it in the air
and water. Thanks to the sixteen boats and crews that
entered this One Day Regatta and remembered the folks
who launched Lightning #1 back in October 1938.

THINK 2008 and the 70th ANNIVERSARY

Hallagan 2 4 3 1 10
Murphy 3 5 5 3 16
Dodge 6 1 2 9 18
McReynolds 5 8 1 6 20
Tuttle 4 6 11 2 23
Atkinson 1 13 6 7 27
Swartz 8 3 13 4 28
Gorman 9 10 4 5 28
Pope 7 9 7 8 31
Seyerlein 20 2 10 15 37
Atkins 13 7 8 11 39
Barnes 14 12 9 14 49
Thomsen 15 11 14 10 50
Little 11 15 12 13 51
Walton 12 14 15 12 53
Reynolds dns dns dns dns 64  ●

ONE DAY REGATTA AT FLEET #1

S C O T T S A I L S
MAIN $765 + $30 ROYALTY 
JIB $525 + $30 ROYALTY 

SPINNAKER $775 + $30 ROYALTY

HIGH SPEED 
WITHOUT THE HIGH PRICE!

CALL OR WRITE SCOTT FINKBONER NOW!

SCOTT SAILS
P.O. Box 7832, San Diego, CA 92167  

phone/fax  (619) 222-8788  
email scottsails@cox.net

California Circuit
California District Championship

8 years in a row!
Long Island District Championship

2 years in a row!

1st

Additional coverages and 
premiums: $500,000 liability
add $20.00. Trailers: $1.50 
per $100 ($100 deductible).

For more information contact:
Dave Peck (Lightning #14971)
Phone:1-800-962-0459;
860-739-3322
Fax: 860-739-0457

Premiums include:

• Agreed Value Policy;
2% deductible/$200 min.

• $300,000 Watercraft Liability.

• $1000 Medical Payments.

• $500 Personal Effects ($250 deductible).

• Uninsured Boater Coverage equal to liability limit.

Value $4000  $6000  $8000  $10,000  $12,000  $14,000  $16,000
Age
0-5          $109  $127   $151  $168      $179      $189      $199
6-10         $122    $151   $172   $194     $206      $219      $232
11-15 $149    $190    $220 $250     $268   $286   $304
16-20     $180    $233    $273    $313      $337    $361    $385
21-25          $212    $277    $327    $377    $407    $437  $467

15 Liberty Way Niantic, CT 06357

Insuring America’s Cup and
Olympic contenders, club racers
and day sailors since1938. 

Florida: $500 minimum premium. Some counties excluded.

Estimated premium table:

SPECIAL LIGHTNING
INSURANCE PROGRAM

PPLLEEAASSEE  SSUUPPPPOORRTT  

OOUURR  AADDVVEERRTTIISSEERRSS
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19TH ANNUAL MUDDY RUDDER REGATTA
Alton Lake MO September 6-7
Rick Conaway

The Muddy Rudder Regatta was a
real success this year, thanks to
Graeme Wilson. Ten boats compet-
ed, a very high percentage of Fleet
486. Jerry Chapman (Comet sailor)
crossed over to join the fleet, sailing
Don McNabbs’ Lippincott.

Saturday the air was light. Nelson
Laffey (Comet sailor) Race
Committee started the regatta with a
pair of windward - leeward courses.

Race one - Mike Reed finished first,
taking the advantage when Rick
Conaway tacked to cover Jerry
Wnorowski to the finish line.

Race Two The basic strategy for
everyone was to seek out what little
wind we had, latch onto it and steer
clear of the cover of other boats, a
tough order.

After lunch the winds picked up to
moderate. Race 3 was a triangle and
Race 4 a Gold Cup. Rick’s crew Greg
Polanik and Erick Waldschmidt did
some great spinnaker work and tacti-
cal decision making, to get a pair of
aces in races 3 and 4.

Plenty of A-B was available after-
wards, thanks to Steve Wyers son-in-
law. Graeme and wife Nancy opened
their home to host a great Bar-B-Q
with plenty of side hors d’oeuvres
and suds.

Sunday, we arrived at the harbor to
be greeted by thick fog and no wind.
The temperature dropped to 60º
overnight and the warm water com-
bined to give the river a really beauti-
ful look. The fog soon burned off
and the wind filled in (kind of).

Race 5, Race Committee elected to
do a triangle, but shortened the
course in the light wind to windward
- leeward before the first mark
rounding. Rick just made the mark
rounding in the 45minute limit. At
the windward mark Graeme slid into
the lead with Rick’s indecision on
which mark to go to. Graeme taking
the win by a boat length followed by
Rick.

The trophies were completely differ-
ent this year, with a Lightning spin-
naker scene printed in color on a
mirrored finish plaque.

Fleet 486 would like you to come
join us at the Muddy Rudder Regatta
in 2004.   ●

SPARE PARTS IN STOCK:

MASTS
BOOMS
RUDDERS
TILLERS 
SPINNAKER POLES
ASTROBLOCKS
BAILERS
HARKEN FITTINGS

FU Z Z Y

S P E C I A L T I E S

MODERNIZATION 
OUR SPECIALTY

LET US UPGRADE 
YOUR BOAT

Write or call 
JIM CARSON  

499 Princeton Avenue  
Brick, NJ 08724

Telephone 732/892-1924
FAX 732/892-1735

jgcfuzzy@litenet.net
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BOW LAKE ONE DAY FLASH
Bow Lake NH September 13
Bob Shapiro

The 26th Bow Lake Lightning Flash
Regatta is held every year in
September. We invite Lightning
sailors from around New England
to join us for a day of racing, fun,
comraderie, food and drink. This
year it was held on Saturday,
September 13th. Five boats from
Bow Lake were joined by boats
from Lake Spofford near Keene,
NH and Lake Massabesic in
Manchester, NH. The nine boats
sailed a total of 5 races, then
enjoyed a fantastic dinner at the
Grange, cooked mostly by Karen
Hinds. Bow Lake sailors did well,
taking three of the top five spots.

Winds were light and variable, but
the weather was nice and warm,
and there was some sunshine and
no rain. Variable is the key word
here, as the wind often shifted 90
degrees during a race (and some-
times back again). Pam and Werner
Daigneault headed up the Race
Committee, with help from grand-
son Michael, granddaughter Alexa,
and friend Madison. A whole
bunch of Boynton family members
(Bob, Sandy, Laura, Adam, Joel,
Kendell) manned one crash boat,
while Wayne Donle and new bride
Simone manned another one.
There weren't any crashes or cap-
sizes to deal with, but plenty of
need to move the racing marks, to
try and stay one step ahead of the
wind shifts.

Scott Harrill was out with his broth-
er Chuck, and Norb Church.
Unfortunately, they came home to
their house in Massachusetts at 5
AM the day of the regatta, got ready
to go, and then promptly locked
the car keys inside the house. We're
sure this minor slipup had nothing
to do with anything that may have
taken place the night before, but it
did result in them missing the first
two races. We're thrilled to have the
beautiful Jessie S out on the race
course and look forward to seeing
more of her and her crew next
year.

John Boynton, along with brother
Jamie and friend Ben Rogers,
ended up in 8th place. Highlight of
their day was rounding the wind-
ward mark in second place in the
4th race, and then (briefly) taking
over the lead on the leeward leg.
Way to go John! Amy Byron joined
out-of-towners Joe Rosen and Alex

Gemmel. Amy took the chance to
learn how to trim the chute, and is
now an expert.

Paul Henkel came out from
Spofford with Steve Shiner and
Ben Somebody, to pull down 6th
place. Local Mike Aversa sailed
with his two daughters for the first
time in a long time, and was look-
ing good. A 5th in the last race
brought him down into a tie for 4th
place with Ken Deyett. Ken had his
son KJ and friend Geoff Gibby on
board. Ken wanted one more race
in the worst way, but the last boat
finished the 5th race at 3:59 and-a-
half PM, and we couldn't start a
race after 4:00 PM, so in we sailed.
Ben Wallace had an all family team
of wife Karen and mother Kathy on
board. Leading after the first 3
races, Ben had a couple of unlucky
wind shifts in the last two races and
ended up in third overall. Ben's rac-
ing was made possible by the mas-
terful babysitting of 3-year-old Ian
by Laurel Mitchell - Thank You
Laurel!

Ned Hinds and Bob Shapiro fought
it out for first and second place all
day long. Ned had his "Best Crew
on the Planet" team of Karen Hinds
and Jeff Baker. Bob had his
"Incredible Team" of Greg Shapiro
and Stacey Baker. Tied after two
races, Bob was 1 point ahead after
4 races. In the last race, Bob man-
aged to stay just ahead of Ned,
putting Ned in second place for the
race and for the regatta. Bob fin-
ished in first place for the race and
for the regatta. That's 3 wins in a
row in the regatta for Bob; Ned and
the others will be gunning for him
next year. Come on out next year
and help knock Bob off!

Trophies were presented to the top
three skippers and crews. Lottie the
Loon (a stuffed loon that makes the
sound of a loon when you squeeze
it - think On Golden Pond) was the
coveted prize this year, together
with gold medallions for each team
member. The Martha Comstock tro-
phy, which is presented each year
to the sailor most exemplifying the
spirit of sailing on Bow Lake, was
presented to Bob Boynton. Bob
shuffled quietly from skipper to
support this year, allowing more
generations of sailors to compete.
Bob, we salute you, and thank you
for all you have done and continue
to do for Bow Lake sailing.   ●

HURRICANE ISABEL
SPARES 

CAZ ONE DAY
Willow Bank Yacht Club,
Cazenovia NY September 20
Clay Murphy 

Hurricane Isabel exited upstate NY
late Friday night, leaving us with a
great day on Saturday. The wind was
typical west with big shifts and veloci-
ty changes. We had 3 races then broke
for a lunch of homemade chili and
French bread. No one asked for
TUMS, so I guess it was good. The
wind went a little more left so our R.C.
Dave Bull had to reset the course. We
got off 3 more races after lunch. I’d
like to tell you about my tactical deci-
sions but with my memory I can bare-
ly find my way home! I want to thank
the eleven boats for showing up after
the hurricane. A big thank you goes to
my long time crew John Steiner and
new crew AJ Murphy for doing a
super job.  ●
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Rocky Mountain Fleet 488, Denver CO, 
October 11-12
Marty Mulhern

When Lightning #9250 was a new boat Robert
Seidelmann of Fleet 26 in New Jersey sailed it to become
the 1966 North American Champion at Buffalo Canoe
Club. This summer #9250 began another career when
the family of Harold Kohler Sr. of Fleet 104, Lavallette
Yacht Club, Barnegat New Jersey donated it in his mem-
ory to a youth sailing program in Denver, Colorado.
And this month it placed first in the first regatta in which
it was sailed in Colorado.

It was a milestone for Colorado Lightning sailing when
the first all-teenager team of Reeve Dunne, Megan
Johnson, and Laura Stamets sailed in a regular regatta on
October 11 and 12. The Columbus Day Regatta and

Colorado Cup were hosted by the Colorado Sail and
Yacht Club at Chatfield State Park near Denver on a
warm day with medium wind.

Because we recently completed a few repairs and
updates to #9250 and needed to “fine tune” the list of
things we still need to do this winter, Steve Davis loaned
his Lightning to the youth team and for this regatta and
he sailed #9250. Sailing wih first time Lightning sailors
Fred Gohl of the MC Scow fleet and Wayne Lemley, a
Laser sailor, Steve won the regatta with 11 points after 6
races.

Many people helped make this youth Lightning in
Colorado a reality. Steve Franks is the Director of
Community Sailing of Colorado, a non-profit youth sail-
ing organization that has taught sailing to hundreds of
children during the summers. His program is built main-
ly around Optimist Prams but now extends to racing
with Snipes and Lightnings, both of which have very
active fleets in Denver.

Karen Johnson and ILCA spread the word and kept our
ads in the Flashes for a least two years. When we were
offered this boat, Jim Carson inspected it and made the
trailer“road ready” before we picked it up. Jan and Steve
Davis picked it up after the NAs this summer and towed
it home to Colorado. Steve Davis and Marty Mulhern
have been updating the rigging, making minor repairs,
and have added floatation. We have also received dona-
tions of sails from Wallace Smith of Huntington Woods,
Michigan and Jeff Linton of Florida.

Harold Kohler Jr. summarized it all. Speaking for his fam-
ily he recently said “I’m glad to see the boat being used
to promote the sport of sailing and I wish fair winds and
following seas to all who sail her.”  ●

LIGHTNING #9250 BEGINS NEW CAREER IN 
COLORADO YOUTH SAILING
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From the
Yearbook Editor 

FINAL DEADLINES

Please submit your yearbook
rosters, reports and photos

immediately: 
FINAL CUTOFF DEADLINE

is November 15th .  
Please submit articles in word, and

rosters in Excel if at all possible

The BEST Lightning Spars today!
Bryant Performance Spars Inc.

1297 Bailey Avenue
P.O. Box 785

Buffalo NY 14240 USA
phone 716/893-1100

fax 716/893-1121
COMPASSES - Tacktick and 
others, blocks, cleats,  tiller

extensions and other hardware;
shockcord and line; class flags,
race flags, US flags, flagpoles.
Competitive prices, friendly 
service. Call Craig Thayer at
FabriCraft: 315-458-3991 or 

e-mail  fabricraft@a-znet.com

Used/New Sails - Scott Sails 
Scott Finkboner at Scott Sails
P.O. Box 7832, San Diego CA 92167
phone/fax 619/222-8788; 
email scottsails@cox.net

Nearly New Sails! 2001 North M5
Main and Jib, used one regatta - 14th
place 2001 World Championships
$1100. 2001 Shore Main and Jib
$800. 2002 Shore Jib $250. 2002
Shore Main and Jib (two available)
$700 each. 2001 Shore radial runner
$400. 2001 Shore radial reacher,
used one race $500. 2002 Shore radi-
al runner (used more than above
sails) $300. David Gorman (W)
518/483-1015 (H)518/563-2016 (NY)

1 jib 1 mian less than 9 months old,
basically new. Older chute 2 years.
All North. Must sell. 514-594-0552 or
514/992-8990 or email
al.boucher@sympatico.ca
for details. Al Boucher  (QC)

Lightning trailers, from $350. Sunfish
trailer, $250. Joel Thurtell, 
734-453-8303, joel@thurtell.net (MI)

#1854 Will donate a classic Lightning
sailboat to non-profit sailing school;
all sails included and boat recently
fiberglassed and in good condition.
Contact Paul (717) 299-2872 or email
psniffin@cpinewoptions.com
Located in the Upper Chesapeake
Bay (MD).  

11240 Allen sails/boat/lines; well-
maintained; includes spinnaker, 2
boat covers for dry sail and storage,
and trailer. fiberglass hull, aluminum
mast asking $2,500.00 Gordon Miller
814 333-4975 (h) 814 336-1574
kgmiller@alltel.net (PA)

11379 Allen rebuilt using WEST and
AWLGRIP products. Bottom faired to
current Allen shape. Rebuilt tank
seats. New rolled deck. Fully pol-
ished s.s. board. 702#. New galva-
nized trailer with upgrades. $7200.
New sails available. Stu Nickerson
617-696-7769 (MA)

14120 Nickels, white hull, always
dry-sailed. 2 sets of sails, trailering
cover, mast cover, full dry sail cover.
$6500. Jeff Herrick H)610/644-3749
wooddent@earthlink.net (NJ)

14758 Nickels, runner-up North
American Masters. Fastiggi rigger,
faired by Waterline, maintained by
Ray Harrington. Adjustable for-aft
straps for forward crew, adjustable
jib cars lead to side decks, adjustable
lowers and TakTik dual display elec-
tronic compass. Nickels trailer and
spare tire, mast up cover, two piece
travel cover. Very little use and low
tow road mileage, always stored
indoors. $11500. For an additional
$1000, may choose any main jib and
spinnaker in my current sail ad.
David Gorman (W) 518/483-1015
(H) 518/563-2016 (NY)

Back Page Ads:  Members 20¢ per word, $5.00 minimum; Non-members 40¢ /word, $10.00 minimum.
Send copy to Class Office by phone, fax, mail or email. Classified ads are posted to the web site 

separately. See Class web site for details on posting ads there.

USACOACHWON.COM

MARK BRYANT -HEAD COACH

email: mark@usacoachwon.com    Cell Phone 239/503-1210

Race Clinics / Seminars / Personal Coaching

NICKELS DEALER 
+ USED LIGHTNINGS

ALL PRICE RANGES

Used Covers & Sails 

Dealer for North & Shore Sails &Gill

Call JOE DISSETTE
DISSETTE SAIL YACHT SALES 

Lightning Sailor since 1945  

55th+ Anniversary!!
Sailing Carousel 34 (14933)

6121 Thornberry Ct., Midland, MI 48640   

Phone “anytime” 989-631-2133

dissettesail@chartermi.net 

From The International Lightning Class Association
P.O. Box 10747
Murfreesboro, TN 37129 USA

office@lightningclass.org
http://www.lightningclass.org


