50th ANNUAL BROTZ REGATTA
Sheboygan Yacht Club - Fleet 187
Sheboygan, Wisconsin
August 26-27, 2012
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15364  Dan Moriarty, Toby Moriarty & Rick Bernstein

2 14834  Matt Burridge, Ian Moriarty & Patrick Burridge 1 1 4 z 3 i1
3 15390 Todd Wake, Kristine Wake & Doug Wake 2 2 2 4 1 11
4 15480 Debbie Probst, Jena Probst & Mike Elmergreen 4 4 g 3 4 24
5 15260  Bill Faude, Sue Darscheid & Jared Drake 5 g 3 f g 32
6 14994  Dan Reichelsdorfer, Michou Reichelsdorfer & Baliy Dolzon 9 i3 5 5 5 37
7 13817  Brian Phelan, Mari Martin & Pst Phelan & 7 & 12 13 44
3 14778  Mike Ternity, Nick Conner & Jim Kemmerling 10 12 a a8 a 46
g 15301  Kathy Lindgren, Denise Cornell & Matt 2 12 15 10 7 10 54
10 14938 David Stix, Mark Wessel & Cristina Chadwick 15 & 15 13 7 56
11 15143  Joel LeMahieu, Paul LeMahieu & grey Le Mahieu 8 5 13 19 14 59
iz 15064 Jason Bemis, Caiti Dust & Nick Chadwick 13 g 20 14 f 61
13 15137  Steve Adamski, Laurie Reinen & Mike Laing 7 16 12 11 17 63
14 14380 Micholas Beckmann, Mike Bibb & Sam Bibb 18 ig 7 10 11 6
15 15158 Cole Orlebeke, Kim Orlebeke & Pete Orlebeke 17 11 18 g 15 70
16 7 Bab Franke, Andy Hopkins & Becky Archibald 14 10 19 15 12 70
17 14580 Craig Pomeroy, Crystal Pomeroy & Abbey Pomeroy 11 14 11 20 21\DNS 77
13 14015 Doug Steffenson, Brandon Steffenson & Jonas Anderson 16 17 14 18 16 a1
19 15119  Eric Larson, Lori Jost & Matt Baughman 19 19 16 16 13 a8
20 14234 Paul Bartelt, Beth Bartelt & Cory Vertz 20 20 17 17 19 o3

Back in the Saddle

Since we have spent an embarrassingly small amount of time in the Lightning this vear, we were looking forward to all of the familiarities that the Brotz Regatta could deliver. The date of the
event was shifted back a month in the season which fit nicely into our schedule. Who would want to sail with this rusty team on the cob-web collected 153647 Rick Bernstein, of course! He is
just a guilty of parting from the Lightning scene, but has been =ailing a lot otherwise and is always up for a laid-back good time with old friends.

The Wake family welcomed us with open arms, provided a steak dinner, too many rum drinks, and comfy beds. They even arranged a babysitter for our daughter, Molly, while we were on the
water. Twenty Lightnings participated in this 50th anniversary event. Three teams from our club in Carlyle made the trip up for the free regatta. Matt Burridge raced with his son Patrick, and
our son Ian Moriarty. Micholas Beckmann with Mike and Sam Bibb also drove up thanks to Tryg Jacobson who allowed them to =ail his boat. Although Nicholas was the yvoungest from our fleet,
Wisconsinite Cole Orlebeck at 14 vears old was definitely the youngest skipper at this year's Brotz Regatta. Good job Cole! The other notable juniors on the race course include Doug Walke
crewing for his parents, Jenna Probst who crewed for her Mom, and the formerly mentioned Patrick Burridge. Apparently twelve of the twenty boats had two or more family members =ailing
together.

It was truly like riding a bike, being back in the front of a Lightning. Before the first start we decided that the pin-end was a bit favered so the plan was to push down the line for a pin half
start. But wait! The locals that we were watching (along with Matt Burridge, who has likely studied the Sheboygan sailing conditions more than most locals) were queuing up for a boat-end
start. So we held back toward the boat end to see what they knew. As we made our way up the beat we noticed that there was some sort of magical phenomenon that occurred favoring the
right-zide of the fleet. We fortunately raunded the weather mark in the top part of the fleet and continued to mix it up with Burridge, Wake, Probst and Faude’s teams around the rest of the
course. We finished happily in third place.

The second race was very similar. We all marched out right. I recall watching Burridge and Wake teams hiking out ahead of us while I sat in the middle, but we were still holding our own. The
results of the second race were the same as the first at the top of the fleet. Burridge earned another bullet, Wakes another second, we came in third, while Debbie Prabst collected another farth
place finish.

Apparently forgetting what we learned earlier in the day, we were lured to the pin half of the line for the third race. We watched the "phenamenon” accur from a slightly different (less exciting)
perspective. Fortunately we had swept the remainder of the dust off the Lightning and we had good boat-speed. That enabled us to claw our way back up to the top of the fleet and we were
actually able to pass the fly-weight Wake team right at the finish. Did I mention that we appreciated the nice hospitality at their home? Apparently that doesnt matter when we are on the water
though.

After three races, Dan was certain he wanted to be near the boat end of the line regardless of which end was favored so that we could lead the fleet to the delightful right side. The weather end
of the starting line was actually a flag on the front of the RC boat =0 there was (a little) room to maneuver in front of the fleet approaching from the stern of the RC boat. I admit that I held my
breath wondering what D'an was doing, but at the gun we were safely off and rolling on the right-side of the fleet without barging or getting wedged. I'm still not exactly sure how it occurred,
but it definitely helped us take the lead early in that race. That does not mean we won easily though. There was a couple of teams that could hawve won that race at any time, but we were able
to cross the line first in the end.

The last race of the day followed suit. We joined the Wake, Probst, Burridge, Reichelsdorfer, and Faude teams in a fight for the top positions. We finished the day with a 1point lead owver the tied
Wake and Burridge teams while Debbie Probst and Bill Faude rounded out the top five.

Saturday evening was filled with fun and camaraderie on the beautiful, plush, Sheboygan Yacht Club lawn. There was a "Brat Fry” to fill our bellies and a "Flying Orange” pifiata provided
entertainment, excitement and ultimately lots of candy for the kids and young-at-heart. A touch-football game broke out for some while the rest continued enjoying the beer keg of Spotted
Cow. Cur team and others were excited to see Pat and Lal Burridge. They came down from Door County to visit Saturday evening.

Fortunately the Race Committee, lead by John Strassman, got five races in on Saturday. There was no wind and rain brewing in the west aon Sunday Morning =o the remaining race was
abandoned while we were =till on share. That meant we won! I honestly hadn't dreamed we would do that well. Dan and I have fond memaries of Sheboygan. Although we have enjoyed
libations at the Yacht Club a few times =since, the last time we actually =ailed there was when we crewed for Matt Burridge when he won the Morth Americans.

Matt Burridge shared a fun story at the awards. Apparently he allowed Dan to skipper his boat in the 1992 Brotz regatta (20 years ago!) and that is where Dan waon his first out-of-District
Lightning Regatta. Dan’s son, Ian, was not yvet 1 yvear old at that event. However, Ian crewed for Matt and almost beat us this yvear It is always fun to hear the stories from years past and
recognizing how they seamlessly weave into the next generation’s memaories. The Lightning Class is full of similar experiences.

Thank you to Rick for fitting into our scene so well (and trust me, taking a toddler to a regatta creates quite the dynamic!) Rick’s approach to racing and knowledge of Lightnings is simply
wonderful to have on our boat. Dan and Rick have been friends and =sailed together =0 much over the years, its no wonder they communicate and think alike both on and off the water.

We look forward to returning to Sheyboygan for the Brotz Regatta next yvear, and certainly for the 2014 MNorth Americans. Thank you to the Brotz Family for sponsoring the memorable
50th anniversary event. Helping eliminatie the regatta expenses was a generous gesture that was undoubtedly appreciated by all.

Tobi Moriarty



