Hermando de Soto Regatta
Delta Sailing Association — Fleet 274
Memphis, Tennessee
May 19-20, 2001
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14488 Bill Baxter III

2 14580 Bill Killebrew 2 1 2 (7] 3 3 i1
3 14357 Bill Baxter II 2 3 3 5 2 (6] 16
4 13966 Frank Bermel (B) 5 f 2 4 5 22
S 14270 Roy Robbins 4 4 (7) 4 7 7 26
& 12505 Batton Kennon 5 (0OCs) 4 8 5 9 31
7 14088 Rick Conaway 7 6 (9] 9 9 2 33
g 14817 Scott Anderson DNF  (OCS) 3 B 6 4 35
9 14666 Crit Currie 11 (DNS) ONF 8 3 10 8 43
10 9791 Ken Davis 8 i {11) 11 11 10 47
11 12397 Harmon Dunathan (DMNF) DNS 10 10 i ONF i)
12 14171 Tony Kelly (DNS) ONS DS 12 12 11 63
13 14149 Max Shelton [DMF) DNS DNS DNS DNS DNS 70

Batton Kennon
Hernando, M5
Lake Arkabutla
May 19-20

Well, after a second vear of being fleet captain means one more time to run our spring regatta. That gave me
another chance to correct any errors I had made last year Don't get me wrong, everything went according to
plan this yvear and last, but there is the cccasional glitch. This yvear, just when I had taken care of everything, I
learned that the Hernando Desoto Regatta made the list of the class' traveling regatta series. I couldn't help but
to feel panicked from not knowing just how many boats we would have. The last thing I need to happen is to run
aut of beer. We can do without everything else. But, for those who didn't make the trip south to Memphis, vou
missed six great races =ailed in a breeze anywhere from 12Zmph -18mph.

Race 1-2

The morning races started out with the wind out of the west from a line of thunderstorms in the area. We had
plenty of air but, fortunately, we =aw no storms. The morning races would be the windiest races =ailed of the
weelkend. The only game plan needed in race 1 would be keeping your main halyard from failing or keeping from
having rudder problems. This accounted for about half the fleet. Race 1 started out with the left side being
favared, but though out the race and even the rest of the day, would mowve to the right. Bill Baxter III, Bill
Killebrew, and Bill Baxter II would make the weather mark first and would lead the rest of the race. This trend
would continue the whole regatta. Race 2 would have its own set of difficulties. Having a clean start was your first
concern. The race committee called four boats over early. Myself, being one of them. The shifts in this race were
favoring the right side of the course. I learned this the hard way. One both weather legs I =ailed the left side of
the course. The shiftz that were there just an hour before had dissipated. As in race 1, the leaders stayed the
same. Bill Killebrew won race 2 making that the only race Bill Baxter III would not win. Baxter III wasn't for
bkehind =zailing in second.

Race 3-4

The afternoon races were zailed in a breeze just under 15 mph. The weather forecast had predicted that the line
of storms in the area would have passed by now but they hung around all weekend. By now, everyane had fixed
their morning breakdowns. The shifts that were favoring the right side of the course earlier in the day eventually
shifted all the way to the north during race 3. Bill Baxter III and Bill Killebrew made the most of this shift by an
early jibe left during the downwind leg. By now they had gained =o much distance on the rest of the fleet that
they had their own tacking duel up the last weather leg. I think a few boats paid more attention to this race than
their own race to the finish. Race 4 offered a little more of the same. Cnit Currie Ir. put a good race together
=ailing in third during the last race on Saturday. Crit Ir. was one of the boats to have rudder problems during the
morning races. Oh yvea, Bill Baxter III won again in race 4. Bill wasn't even =ailing in this boat.

Race 5-6

Sunday morning didn't start off guite the same as Saturday, but there was still plenty of air to sail two races. The
wind was out of the south, which always provides an interesting weather legs. If you can have clean air off the
start and play the middle, you can take advantage of any shifts coming over the south shore. The results in race
5 were pretty much the same. Bill Baxter 11T won again followed by Bill Killebrew, and Bill Baxter II. Baxter III,
who had already won the regatta stayed on the racecourse anyway to win race 6. However, Rick Conaway from
St. Louis had a good race =sailing to a second place in the last race. It's good to see someone not named Bill in
the top three.

Baxter III was able to through out @ 2nd to have 5 bullets for the regatta followed by Bill Killebrew in 2nd and Bill
Baxter in 3rd. My next regatta strategy is to first change my name.



