





DEDICATION

Back in the summer of 1976, after having come thirteenth in the Lake Erie Districts
with the top twelve going to the North Americans, little did I know how lucky I'd be
when I called Helen Limbaugh at the [.L.C.A. headquarters to ask if she knew of anybody
who needed a crew or if she knew of a press boat from which I could take pictures of the
North Americans. Helen asked me if I'd help with the Year Book, as Assistant Editor last
year and Editor this year. I accepted and I've been fortunate enough to work with some
great people — Dave White, Tom Bierman, Helen, Marie and the others at the [.LL.C.A.
office.

Working with these people has reinforced my belief that Lightning Sailors are the
best people in the World.

No Year Book is the effort of one person;it’s the effort of many. Although I know
I'll miss saying that you to some people, I'd like to give thanks to Tom Bierman, who
edits the back half of the Year Book with all the Fleet and District reports. I would also
like to give a special thanks to my crew, Cathy and Stewart, for all the work they did on
my boat at the North Americans in 1977 (we did manage to qualify last yvear) while I
wandered around the Canoe Club trying to line up articles for the book. Without them,
we never would have made it to the starting line anywhere near on time.

I'd also like to thank Asim, Scott, Garth, Rody, Jim and Kerry for helping take
pictures from CF-QZM.

A special thanks has to go out to all the people who submitted articles for the book.
Thanks are also due to Mary Huntsman for her coverage of the North Americans; and a
special thanks to Jake Jacobson who has donated the front cover of the book, as well as
supplying many good sailing shots.

1978, the year coming up, is the 40th Anniversary year of the Lightning and the
Class couldn’t have made it this far if it weren’t for the likes of Helen Limbaugh and the
rest of the staff at the I.L.C. A. headquarters, as well as you, the Lightning people.

I hope to see you all at the 40th Anniversary Regatta at Skaneateles, New York,
July 8th and 9th, 1978.

David Sprague, Editor
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THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

It is a particular pleasure for me to serve as President of the
International Lightning Class Association in 1978, our 40th anniversary year.
Due to the foresight and efforts of our predecessors and the present strength
of our organization and membership, we have an opportunity now to
provide for the future growth and prosperity of the Class.

In 1978 we need to address ourselves to particular subjects such as
financial security, international and youth sailing, maintenance and improve-
ment of the one-design characteristics of our boat while improving its
popular appeal, sustaining activity and membership in geographical areas
where the Lightning is currently popular, and offering substantial encourage-
ment to those developing areas where there is a strong nucleus for growth.

In order to accomplish these considerable undertakings many of our
members are committing substantial time and effort. The results of these
efforts will be published in monthly issues of Flashes and discussed al our
winter and North American meetings.

On behalf of the Class, I would like to take this opportunity to thank
each of these individuals for their invaluable assistance and dedication, and
urge each of you to express your opinions to the officers of the Class and to
support their efforts to improve our position in this competitive and
changing world of international sailing.

Thank you and good sailing in 1978,

John 8. Schneider
ILCA President



Officers of the International Lightning Class Association

PRESIDENT — John S. Schneider

Since the time John first started
sailing the Lightning at Buckeyve Lake
in Ohio, he has moved more than any
other Lightning owner on record. Tak-
ing his boat along each time, he has
belonged to the Ohio, Dixie, and
Metropolitan Districts, serving as Com-
modore of the latter for two years.

John's first Lightning was 5559, he
now races 13177. His wife, Nancy,
does not sail but tolerates new hoat
and sail purchases and the countless
hours John spends with his boat. She
renews Lightning acquaintances during
the trips to World Championships.

He devotes any spare time to his
real estate investment firm in New
Jersey,

TREASURER — John R. Nixon.

John has raced Lightnings since the
late 1950’s with two sets of kid crews
starting at age nine and running
through teenage years—first with lake
neighbors, then with his own children.
One son, Chris, last summer acquired a
wife and his own racing Lightning.
Colorado U, daughter Lynn still loves
racing “more than anything else [ do.”
Wife Jane, Greg, Susan and Carol pitch
in when pappy’s short on crew but
enjoy just plain sailing the best, usual-
ly in the family’s Skylark or Chrysler
22.

John was one of three who were
instrumental in establishing the Indi-
ana Distriet and started a Lightning
fleet in his home town of Peru, Indi-
ana, although he races with Fleet 154
at Lake Wawasee, Ind. For the past
eight wears he has helped the non
racing Peru fleet conduct a highly
successful regatta which attracts many
top midwestern region skippers.

He set up a Peru Sea Scout Ex-
plorer post several years ago, training
sailing instructors in Lightnings. Last
summer he helped establish a YMCA
Lightning sailing training program,
created a sailing training book and
watehed the Y as it turned oul nine
instructors, 32 participants and five
qualified skippers in the final weeks of
summer.

In ILCA work John has been active
in the publicity and promotional areas
and is a former editor of the Year
Book. He is president of Nixon News-
papers, Ine., which has six dailies in
Indiana and Louisiana, has held many
top slots in local civic work, is a past
president of the Hoosier State Press
Assoc, and is on the board of directors
of the nation-wide Inland Daily Press
Assoc.

Executlive Secretary
HELEN E. LIMBAUGH

of Worthington,
LL.C.A. memher
1956. Husband Jay.

f"\

Ohio,
since

>

Ass"t. Measurer and VP

GEORGE V. FISHER of
Columbus, Ohio., [.LL.C.A.
member since 1948, Part-
ner - Law Firm of
Krumm, Schwenker &
Fisher, Wife Marty.

SECRETARY —
Delorme

Don is a gynecologist in Alexandria
Virginia practicing gvnecology and
gynecological onocology in the Alex-
andria-Mt. Vernon area, Without the
rigors and demands of obstetrics and
with the help and understanding of
some colleagues he is able to get most
weekends and several weeks a year free
for local regattas at the Severn Sailing
Association and distant international
trips. When not doing this they ski
occasionally and travel some. Don and
Wanda have owned a Lightning since
1963 and are on their sixth boat. In
the wyears before this Don crewed
occasionally on Lightnings in the Lake
Erie District growing to respect the
boat and the Class. They originally
grew up in Hamilton, Ontario Canada
but moved to Baltimore Maryland for
post-graduate training. At this time
they found the long sailing seasons and
the beauty of the Chesapeake Bay
overwhelming and have stayed in the
area since.

Donald dJr., age 11, has been sailing
maore and more and attends Camp
Seagull in North Carolina where he has
been learning to sail Lightnings and is
showing more and more interest in
sailing and the Lightning Class.

Becky, age 14, is leaning toward
becoming a full-time ballerina.

Presently they are sailing only
Lightnings and irying to get one more
big shot to knock off a big one here or
there,

CHIEF MEASURER &
VICE PRESIDENT — David O. Peters

Dave has sailed Lightnings since his
family purchased #1214 when he was
two years old. Since then he has had
Lightnings 11055, 11855, 12154 and
his current boat, 12754,

Racing Lightnings is a large part of
Dave'’s leisure time. He has attended
Lightning Worlds since Helsinki in '71,
was part of the winning crew in
Buffalo in '73, and also participated in
World Championships in Salinas '75
and Speiz '77. He has szailed the
Southern Cirenit and has raced his
own hoat in the North Americans and
in the Michigan Distriet circuit.

Dave has served as Michigan Dis-
trict Commodore, Secretary [Treasurer,
and District Measurer. He has also
been an I.L.C.A. Assistant Measurer
and Viee President.

When not sailing, Dave is a partner
in Fry/Peters Associates, an architec-
tural firm, and President of F/P Devel-
opment Co., Inc., a construction man-
agement company. Both are in Ann
Arbor, Michigan.

The Peters are members of Fleet
374, located at Douglas Lake, near
Pelston, Michigan. Dave’s wife, Shrub,
is also a Lightning sailor. They are the
proud parents of a third generation
Lightning skipper, Jonathan.

Dr. Donald P.

Honorary Commodore
ROBERT R. ADAMS of
Gwynedd Valley, Fenn-
sylvania. LL.C.A. mem-
ber since 1949, Vice-
Chairman of Roselon In-
dustries, Inc., Wife Tay.

Ass't. Measurer & VP

CAL SCHMIEGE of
Lewiston, New York.
LL.C.A. member since
1960, Production
Manager Olin Corp. -
Nisgara Falls Plant. Wife
Phyllis.



Vice President
GEORGE 5. ANDREA-
DIS of Athens, Greece,
I.LL.C.A, member since
19556, Assistant General
Manager, Commercial
Bank of Greece. Wife
Anna,

Vice President
DAVID W, WHITE of
Falmouth, Maine.
LL.C.A. member since
1956. Pension Trust Offi-
cer, Main National Bank,
Portland Maine. Wife
doyece.

Viece President
JOHN D. BURWELL of
South Freeport, Maine.
LL.C.A. member since
1957. Pension Planning &
Life Insurance Sales, Bur-
well & Burwell. Wife
Marilyn.

Viee President
DENIS RICHARD
CLEMENCE of Niteroi,
Brazil, LL.C.A. member
since 1968, Managing Di-
rector and Engineer for
Eguipamerica Ltda. Wife
Maria Augusta.

Vice President
ARCIPRETE GIOVAN-
NI of Rome, Italy.
I.LL.C.A. member sgince
1960, Navy Officer, De-
fense Department. Wife
Gina.

Vice President
ALBERT H. BERRY, Jr.
of Bavannah, Georgia.
LL.C.A. member since
1948, Building Contrae-
tor, Berry, Incorporated.

Vice President
ROBERT G. BURRIDGE
of S5t. Louis, Missouri.
ILL.C.A. member since
1967. Lawyer-Partner in
the firm of Anderson,
Gilbert, Wolford, Allen &
Bierman. Wife Patricia.

o _

Vice President
ROBERT H. THOMAS
of Dallas, Texas, [.L.C.A.
member since 1967, At-
torney, parineér in the
firm of Strasburger, &

Price. Wife Gail.

Vice President
LARRY MacDONALD
of Hamilton, Ontario,
Canada. 1.L.C.A. member
since 1962, Mechanical
Contractor with John A,
MacDonald Plumbing &
Heating Ltd. Wife Betty.

Vice President
BYRON K., HARVEY of
5§t. Petersburg, Florida.
LL.C.A. member since
1960, President Harco
Marine Enterprises, Inc.
Wife Carol.

Vice President
JOHN DE BENEDETTI
of Portland, Oregon,
LL.C.A. member since
1959, Manager Steinbart
& Company. Wife Mary
Kay.

Viee President
ROBERT EDMONDSON
of Kaneohe, Hawaii.
LL.C.A. member since
1952. Service-Sales En-
gineer, John J, Harding
Co., Ltd. Wife Patricia H.

Vice President
WILLIAM H. BUCKLEY
of Rockville, Maryland.
LL.C.A. member since
1964, Structural Engin-
eer, Naval Ship Research
& Development Center.
Wife Julianne,

Vice President
DJOERD HOEKSTRA of
Haverford, Pennsylvania.
I.L.C.A. member since
1964. Manager of Com-
mercial Development.
Pennwalt Corp. Wife
Frances.
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Vice President
LORENZO TOUS F.C.
of Guayaquil, Ecuador,
I.LL.C.A. member since
1955. Engineer, Presi-
dent, Sociedad Predial
C.A. and Sociedad
Macional de Galapagos
C.A,

Vice President
MARIO BUCKUP of Sao
Paulo, Brazil, LL.C.A.
member since 1965. En-
gineer Aguabras 5.A. Ind.
E Com. de Perfuracoes.
Wife Telma.



Vice President
PERTTI J. PYY of
Hyryla, Finland. LL.C.A.
member since 1973, Air-
line Captain Finnair, Wife
Ritva.

Vice President
MYRON C. LYON of
San Diego, California.
LL.C.A. member since
1964. Owns and operates
motels and apartments
Wife Andrea.

PRESIDENT

18940 C. L. Nicholson

1941 C. L. Nicholson

1942 Hon. L. Stauffer Oliver
1943 Hon. L. Stauffer Oliver
1944 Ted Siferd

19456 James Trenary

1946 Len Ladenburger

1947 John W, Orelup

1948 Edward MeCain

1949 Harl Smither

1950 LeRov Amy

1951 Walter E, Swindeman, Jr.
1952 Wayne L. Brockett
19563 H. Richard Krauss
1954 C. B. Crittenden

1955 Clifford J. Prados
19566 Ross G. Allen

1957 Robert C. Mann

1958 Carleton J, Allan

1959 H. J. Cawthra

1960 Burrows Morley

1961 Thomas D. Fallon
1862 John M. McIntosh
1963 Martin O"Meara

1964 Jay Limbaugh

1865 Hamilton G. Ford
1966 John Swanson
1967 Wilson K. Scatt, M.D,
1968 Jon Ruhlman
1969 Stuart Anderson
1870 Charles H, Schreck
1971 James G. Carson
1972 Arnold Schwartz
1973 C. 0, Jones, Jr.
1974 Charles N, Howe
1975 Gary A. Cameron

1976 Hobert K. Smither
1877 Robert R, Adums

Vice President
CARLOS NAVARRO,
M.D. of Lima, Peru,
LL.C.A. member since
1955, Physician, Clinica
San Felipe. Wife Elvira.

Vice President
RALPH E. MESSER-
SMITH of Rahway, New
Jersey. LL.C.A. member
since 1957. Sales Engi
neer, Pumping Equip-
ment Company. Wife
Janet.

Vice President
PAUL A. HUNTSMAN,
Jr. (Sandy) of Rumson,

New Jersey,
member

LL.C.A,

since 1959,

Teacher. Wife Mary.

hoa

Viee President
NORMAN F. CLEGG of

Mississauga,

0O ntario,

Canada. I.LL.C.A. member
since 1969, Ontario Sales
Manager, Joseph Robb &
Company, Ltd. Wife Bar-

bara.

Former International Officers

CHIEF MEASURER

Hon, L. Stauffer Oliver
Hon. L. Stauffer Oliver
Mortimer E. Graham
A.J. Webb

A, Jd. Webb

John W, Orelup

John W. Orelup
Arthur Burtscher
Arthur Burtscher
Walter E, Swindeman, Jr.
Walter E. Swindeman, Jr.
H. Richard Krauss

H. Richard Krauss

C., B. Crittenden
Clifford J. Prados

Ross G, Allen

Robert C. Mann
Carleton J. Allan

H, J, Cawthra

Burrows Morley

James G. Carson
James G, Carson
Herman Henschen
Herman Henschen

Howard Mullin &
John Swanson

John Swanson
Wilson R, Seott, M.D.
Jon Ruhlman
Stuart Anderson
Charles Schreck
James G. Carson
C. O, Jones, Jr.

C. 0. Jones, Jr,
Robert K. Smither
Robert K. Smither
Robert K, Smither

Robert B, Adams
David O, Peters

SECRETARY

E. Gordon Cronk
E. Gordon Cronk
Henry L. Schimpf
Henry L. Schimpl
James Trenary
Len Ladenburger
Edward MoCain
Edward MecCain
LeRoy Amy
Wayne L, Brockett
Wayne L, Brockelt
Wayne L. Brockett
C. B, Crittenden
Len Ladenburger
Jay Donnovan

Jay Dennovan
Burrows Morley

T. d. Ross, Jr.
Samuel D, Knox
Thomas D. Fallon
John M, Mclntosh
Martin O"Meara, Jr.
Martin O"Meara, Jr.
1.R.G. Bleasby

Hamlilton G. Ford

Alfred Coha

G, J. Blake

Stanley Brander, Jr.
Charles Schreck

E. C. Rosebherry, Jr.
Arnold Schwartz
Armnold Schwartz
Charles N. Howe
Charles N. Howe
Gary Cameron

F. C, Jacobson

F. C. Jacobson

John 8 Schneider
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TREASURER

E. Gordon Cronk
E. Gordon Cronk
Henry L. Schimpf
Henry L. Schimpf
James Trenary

Len Ladenburger
Edward McCain
Karl Smither
Henry Willlams

W, A, Grimm
Alfred V., Amy

Ed B. Overton
Charles H. Dore 111
Charles H, Dore 111
Len Ladenburger
Burrows Morley
Allen R, Oberson
Allen R. Oberson
Thomas D, Fallon
John M, Meclntash
Martin O'Meara, Jr.
Hamilton G. Ford
Hamilton G. Ford
Hamilton G. Ford

Floyd R. Arnold, DDS

Floyd R. Arnold, DDS
Alan 5. Raffee
David M. Peterson
David M. Peterson
Walter B. Jacobs, Jr.
Walter B, Jacobs, Jr.
Walter B. Jacobs, Jr.
Walter B, Jacobs, Jr.
Charles N. Howe
Robert R. Adams
John 5. Schneider

John 5. Schneider

Donald P. Delorme, MD

Vice President
DR. JOHN H. ESSER of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.
LL.C.A. member since
1953. Physician. Wife
Sue.

Vice President
HANS K. RAHN, of

Zurich, Switzerland.
LL.C.A. member since
1965. General Manager,
Hans Rahn & Company.
Wife Argelia.

ASST. MEASURERS

Clifford O'"Kane
Clifford Prados
Ross G, Allen
Robert Mann
Carleton J, Allan
H. J. Cawthra
Burrows Morley
James G. Carson
Herman Henschen
Herman Henschen
J. Allen Bernel
Howard Mullin
Ralph Powless
John Swanson
George Fisher
Wilson R. Seoitt
Wilson R. Scott
John G, Walton
John G. Walton
Jon Ruhlman
Stuart Anderson
Robert Llovet
Robert Llovel
Charles Grinnell
Charles Grinnell
James G. Carson
C. O, Jones, Jr.
Russel Serim
Robert Spitz

C. H. Maltbie
Robert K. Smither
Fred H. Hamblet
Fred H. Hamblet
William H, Buckley
Fred H. Hamblet
‘William H. Buckley
Robert R. Adams
Fred H. Hamblet
Larry MacDonald
David O. Peters
George Fisher
Calvin Schmiege



CERTIFIED MEASURERS

ARGENTINA
Buenos Aires: Pedro O. Sisti, Arenales 2847
Angel Vila, Sucre 2112-5 “A™ (1428)

BRAZIL

Criciuma-5C: Enio Lineburger, P.O, Box 331 (88 BOO)

Niteroi (Estrado Do Rio): Erik Sehmidt, Estrada Froes 332,

Recife-Pernambuco: Dillermando Augusto de Mello, Cabanga late

Clube, Av. Eng. Jose Estelita S/N

Sao Paulo: Arne 5. Arensen, Jr,, Rua Conde D'Eu, (04738)
Osecar Weckerle aje Chaveiro Santo Amara Ltda., Rua
Dr. Antonio Bento, 149-B, Santo Amaro

CALIFORNIA
San Diego: Myron C. Lyon, 4050 St, James Place (92103)

CANADA
British Colombia: Dave Barber, R.R. #1, Box 240, Cobble Hill
Richard Beavan, Box 181, Duncan V9L 3X3
Manitoba: William G. Konantz, 205 Fort St., Winnipeg 2
Ontario: Ross Bailev, Box No. 2261, Postal Station ‘P, Thunder
ay
William J, Hunter, 224 West 16th St., Hamilton L9C 4C6
Larry MacDonald, Sr., 76 Uplands Ave., Hamilton L8H 3R6
P. E. Sulman, 20 Talisman Crescent, Markham

COLOMBIA
Bogota: Carlos Castillo, Calle 94 nr 19A-94

CONNECTICUT
Old Lyme: George Shuck, Saybrook Yacht Yard (06371)
Broad Brook: William R. Hansen, 8 F Townhouse Road (06016)
Stratford: Edward R. Olsen, 127-B B Cayuga Lane (06479)

DELAWARE
Rehoboth Beach: David Raeine, Box 338 D, Rt. 1 (19971)
Seaford: J. W, Wainwright, Jr., 116 Holly Rd. (19873)

ECUADOR
Guayaquil: Felipe Eljuri Ch., P.O. Box 909
Quito: Dieter Dyck, P.O. Box 624

FINLAND
Heinavesi: Ins. Paivio Kinnunen, 79700
Jyvaskyla: llkka Lilja, Kylmanorontie 7 B
Tapiola: Olavi Santahome, [taranta 1. D, 02100
Valkeaoski: Veikko Ylarakkola, Taavetinlahti
Vantaa 43: Terho Aromaa, Rautkalliontie TA2 (01430)

FLORIDA
Miami: William R. Loughlin, NA, 3400 S. Lake Drive (331686)
(Winter)

GEORGIA
Dunwoody: Joseph D. Stites, 14B6 Kings Down Cirele (30338)
Savannah: Albert H. Berry, Jr., 2827 Bull 5t. (31405)

GREECE
01d Phaleron: Panos Tsoukas,

ILLINOIS
Belleville: August Paoli, 101 S, 38th St. (62223)
Carbondale: Dr. Wilson R, Scott, 6 Pinewood (62901)
Highland Park: Howard Ballenger, 2035 Linden Ave. (60035)
Hinsdale: Robert K. Smither, 537 N. Washington St., (60521)
Naperville: Nicholas K. Smith, 5 5. 637 Vest Ave. (605640)

INDIANA
Attica: John B. Leath, 804 5. McDonald 5t. (47918)
Goshen: George E. Buckingham, 914 South Tth 5t.. (46526)

IOWA
Cedar Rapids: Carl W. Christenson, 312 Red Fox Road (52403)

ITALY
Ancona: Riccardo Rispogliati, via Curtatone 12
Gaetano Zolese, via Emilio Bianchi 7
Darfo (B5S): Walter Bertolazzi, Via Cimavilla 44
Rome: Dr, Ing. Guido Mazio, Via Valdagno 8
Trapani: Ing. Giuseppe Glordano, V. Isolella — Bacini di Carenag-
o

10, Alfroditis Str.

JAPAN
Tokyo: Stuart Monro, cfo Toshiba Ballotini 26-4, 1
Takanawa, Minato-Ku

KANSAS
Topeka: Fritz Toussaint, 3228 Arnold St. (66614)

LOUISIANA
Lake Charles: Jeff Hooper, 2400 4th Ave. (T0601)
Percy L. LeGros, 3734 Ohio Streel (70602)
Metairie: John A. Ballatin, 420 Live Oak St. (70005)

Chome

MAINE
Bath: David Whiting, P.O. Box 386 (04530)
Newagen: John 8. Dickerson, Jr. (04552)
So0. Poriland: Albert E. Moore, 890 Sawvyer St. (04106)

MARYLAND
Rockville: William H. Buckley, 15308 Emory Lane (20853)
Silver Springs: Z. George Wachnik, 4202 Delancy Dr. (20906)

MICHIGAN
Ann Arbor: David O, Peters, 10 Westbury Ct. (48105)
Detroit: Robert F. Knop, 4815 Haverhill (48224)
East Tawas: Charles Schreck, B0OD W, Bay St. (487 30)
Fenton: Kathryn D. Furey, 13183 Lakeshore (48430)
Southfield: J, E. Somers, 29714 Somerset (48076)

MISSOURI
Miller: Norman C. Hutcheson, PO, Box 57 (65707)
University City: Stuart Bernstein, 7305 Lindell (63130)

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Heene: Fred H. Hamblet, 346 Main St, (03431)
Meredith: William R. Loughlin, NA, (03523) (Summer)

NEW JERSEY
Brick Town: James J. Daley, 87 Sandy Point Dr, (08723)
Haddonfield: Edward Braddock, P.O. Box 305 (08033)
Middletown: Denis Farley, 42 Michelangelo Lane (07748)
Moorestown: Franz Schneider, 200 Highland Ave. (0B057)
Rumson: P. A. Huntsman Jr., One Second Street (07760}

NEW YORK
Buffalo: Clarence 0. Jones, Jr,, 48 University Court (14226)
Matthew T. Bryant, 63 Stanley St. (142086)
Cheektowaga: Mark Bryant, 263 5. Roveroft Blvd. (14225)
Ellisburg: R. B. Stevens, Star Route (13636)
Lewiston: Calvin H, Schmiege, 877 Escarpment Dr, (14092)
Mexico: Edward F. Beadel Jr,, 5897 Main St. (13114)
Port Jefferson: Frank H. Atkinson, Jr., Box 625 (11777)
Town of Tonawanda: Paul Wheeler, 29 Kingsbury Lane (14150)

OHIO
Columbus: George Fisher, 4338 Cameron Rd. (43220)
Westerville: Ralph Powless, 5999 Freeman Rd. (43083)

OKLAHOMA
Tulsa: Jack Zink, 4401 South Peoria (7T4105)

OREGON
Hillsboro: Van Conklin, Rt. 3, Box 274 (97123)
Salem: Eben Sutton, 1310 Karen Way N.W. (97304)

PENNSYLVANIA
Doylestown: Jack Elfman, 56 5. Main 5t. (18801)
Gwynedd Valley: Robert R. Adams, Catheart Rd. (19437)
Philadelphia: James G. Carson, 510 Murdoch Rd. (19119)
Sharon: David K. Lewis, Jr., 4863 Northwoods Dr. (16146)

PERU
Lima: Andres Sevilla, Calle Sevilla 115, San Isidro

SOUTH CAROLINA
Columbia: Paul F. Rodesiler, 826 Knollwood Dr. (289209)

SWITZERLAND
Emmenbrucke (CH-6020) Karl Flachsmann, Registrasse 12
Kilehberg (8802) Oskar Weber, Schooregasse 4
Oberlafingen (4564) Antonio Crestani, Langackerstrasse 283
Ostermundigan (3072) Urs Wyler, Gurtenweg 12

TENNESSEE
Memphis: Col. Joseph A, Kelly, 1306 Mayhill Dr, (38116)

TEXAS
Denton: Irving K. Pershing, Box 23718 TWU Station (76204)
Mesquite: Dr, S, R. Newman, 4725 Gus Thomasson Rd. (75149)

URUGUAY
Paysandu: Charles Chalking, 33 Orientales 1036

VERMONT
Charlotte: Donald C. Brush, Jr., Mutton Hill (05445)
Rutland: Samuel Stowell, 150 Bellevue Ave. (D5701)

WASHINGTON
Seattle: Karl 5. Maiwald, 1115 166th SW,

WEST VIRGINIA
Charleston: J, S, Stevens, 1525 Mt. Vernon (25314)

WISCONSIN
Fond du Lac: Ralph Drumright, 480 Allen St, (54935)
Green Bay: Frank J. Vandersteen, Sr,, 912 Dousman St. (54303)

(9B166)



The Champions

of the

International Lightning Class
WORLD CHAMPIONS

Year Place Cham pion Runner-Up
1961 Milford Y.C. Thomas Allen IIT  Jorge Salas-Chavez
Milford, Conn. Buffalo, N.Y. Buenos Aires, Argentina
FL 12, No. 7811 Fl, 206, No. 7721
{Atom 11)
1963 Club De Regatas Thomas Allen 111 Roberl Seidelmann
Lima, Peru Buffalo, N.Y. Westmont, N.J.
Fl. 12, No. 7811 Fl. 27, No. 8513
(Atom IT) (Farouk)
1965 Circolo Canottieri
Napoli Thomas Allen I11 Alan Raffee
Naples, Italy Buffalo, N.Y. San Diego, Calif.
FL 12, No. 9411 Fl. 184, No. 8529
{Atom) {Sha Zam)
1967 Royal Canadian ¥.C. Dz L, Porcharski Tom Allen 111
Toronto, Canada Marble head, Mass. Buffalo, N.Y.
Fl. 189, No. 10199 FL 12, No. 10411
{Spook) {Atom)
1969 Yacht Club Olivos Bruce Goldsmith  James R. Crane
Olivos, Buenos Aires Chicago, I1L Darien, Conn,
Argentina Fl. 5, No. 11367 Fl. 134, No, 9390
(Snoopy) {Cat)
1871 Merenkavijat Y.C. William A. Shore  Jack Mueller, Jr.
Helsinki, Finland Depew, N.Y, Rocky River, Ohio
F1. 12, No. 11601 FL 71, No. 11491
(Finesse) {Tickled Pink)
1973 Buffalo Canoe Club Bruee Goldsmith Jim Dressel
Point Albino, Chicago, 111 Columbus, Ohio
Ontario Canada Fl. 5, No. 12422 Fl. 43, No. 12060
(Snoopy) (Hang on Sloopy)
1975 Salinas Yacht Club Mario Buckup William A. Shore
Salinas, Ecuador Sao Paulo, Brazil Newport R.I.
Fl, 147, No. 12414 FI. 85, No. 10114
{Meia-Noite V) (Finesse)
1977 Spiez Yacht Club Thomas Allen TI1 Mario Buckup
Spiez, Switzerland Buffalo, N.Y. Sao Paulo, Brazil
F1. 12, No. 13111 FIL. 147, No. 7495
Year Place Champion Runner-Up
1974 Cleveland Yachting Club  Matt Fisher Gregg Fisher
Rocky River, Ohio Columbus, Ohio Columbus, Ohio
No. 10956 11728
1975 Lake Murray Sailing Club Robby Wilkins Jay Lutz
Lake Murray, South Car. Columbia, So. Car. Brick Town, New Jersey
No. 10936 No. 11784
1976 Milwaukee Yacht Club Mark Bryant Jay Lutz
Milwaukee, Wisconsin HKenmore, New York  Brick Town, New Jersey
No. 9373 No. 12405
18977 Buffalo Canoe Club Jay Lutz Larry MacDonald

Paint Abino
Ontario, Canada

Brick Town, New Jersey Hamilton, Ontario

No. 11784

No. 12262

9



o1

YEAR

PLACE N.A. CHAMPION RUNNER-UP YEAR PLACE N.A. CHAMPION RUNNER-UP
1939 Bay Head Yacht Club John S. Barnes John C. Hirst 1943* PBay Head Yacht Club Karl Smither John W, Orelup
Barnegat Bay Skaneateles, N.Y. Mantoloking, N.J. Barnegat Bayv Puffale, N Y. Shart Hills, N.J.
Bay Head, N.J Fl. 1, #35 (Ay-Ay-Ay) Fl. 3, 2102 (Anyhoa) Bay Head, N J. F1. 12 (Drawn By Lot) FL 3 (Drawn By Lot)
1540 Riverside Yaeht Club John 8. Barnes Carl Dixon 1944* Buffalo Canoe Club Theodore Maher Karl Smither-
Long Tsland Sound Skaneateles, N.Y. Riverside, Conn Lake Erie Riverside, Conn, Hobert Crane
Riverside, Conn. FI s 255 [Ay-Ay-Ay) FL 7, 2242, (Feather) Pt. Abino, Ontario FL 7 (Drawn By Lot) Buffalo, N Y. FI. 12
1541 Skaneateles Country Club John M. Stern David G. Cluett 1945*  Riverside, Y.C. George R. Barnes Karl Bmilhrr
Skaneateles, N.Y. Buffalo, N.Y. l-lwrem:l' N.Y. Long Island Sound Skaneateles, N.Y, Buffalo, N.Y
Fl. 12, 2680 (Thunderbolt) Fl. 2, 2131 (Linnett) Riverside, Conn. FL 1, 27 (Westerly) Fl. 12 (Drawn By Lot)
1942* South Haven Y.C. David G. Clu!tt Walter E. Swindeman, Jr. 1946 Skaneateles C.C. Walter E. Swindeman, Jr. Karl Smither-Robert Crane
Lake Mich Lewrence, Toleda, Ohio Skaneateles, N.Y. Toleda, 0. Buffalo, N.Y.
South Haven, Mich. Fl. 2, {Drnm By Lot Fl. 42, Z800 (Yankee Doodle) *Specin]l War Time Regatins FL 42, 2800 (Yankee Doodle) FlL 12, #588 (Thermis Twice)
YEAR PLACE N.A. CHAMPION RUNNER-UP PRESIDENT'S CUP RUNNER-UP
1947 Toledo Yacht Club Walter ‘.I'.‘. Swindeman, Jr. Karl Smith!r-RDhert Crane Robert H. Siemer Leo E Wasserberger
Lake Erie Toledo, O Buffalo, Williamsaville, N.Y. Pontine, Mich.
Toledo, Ohio Fl. 42, #300 {Yankee Doodle) FL 12, #555 {(Thermis Twice) Flt. 69, #1676 (Salt Shaker) Fl. b4, 2838, {Aqua Leta) _'
{Fleet Divided First Time)
1948 Buffalo Canoce Club Richard H B!‘.I'h'lll'.l Walter E. Swindeman, Jr. Karl Smither-Robert Crane J. R. Ludlow Wray I
Lake Erie Miami Beach, F Toledo, 0. Buffalo, N.Y Philadelphia, Pa. m
Pt. Abino, Ontario FL. 130, #2891 I'Dodn Trophy) FL 42, #‘800 {Yankee Doodle) Fl. 12, ZEBE (Thermh Twice) Fl. 91, #3704 (Nipper)
1949  Miami, Coconut Grove Richard H. Bertram Bob Graf Dr. Herbert Virgin, Jr. Felix Ross Z
Biscayne Bay Y. Clubs Mumi Beach, Fla, Buffala, N.Y. Miami, FL Miami, Fla.
Minmi, Fla. FL 130, #2891 (Sue) FL 12, #467 (Rampage) Fl1. 111, Z3880 (Flame) FL 130, #4411 (Tavana) O
1950  Buffalo Canoce Club H. Richard Krauss Magnus Pederson William Walker Dr. Gerald Murphy ~
ske Erie Toledo, O. Nyack, N Y. Erie, Pa. Lake Fenton, Mich, q
Pt. Abino, Ontario Fl. 42, 2447 (Jinks) FlL 75, #1565 (Two Bits) Fl 24, #4282 (Carolina II) Fl. b3, #4545 {Double B)
1951 Toledo Y.C. John Teigland, Jr. John N. F. Robertson Howard J. Foht Karl Smither
Lake Erie Bedford, N.J. Hamilton, Ont. rie, Pa. Buffalo, N.Y.
Toledo, O. FL 9, #iﬂ'“ (SBeductress) Fl. 118, #2327 (Rhoda) Fl. 24, £1916 (Zephyr) Fl. 12, £3833 (Thermis Thrice) b
1952 Spray Beach Y.C. Robert W. Graf Eugene Walet ITI Thomas Allen IT1 Edward . Waters
Spray Beach, N.J. Buffalo, N.Y. New Orleans, La. Buffalo, N.¥. Little Silver, N.J.
Fl 12, 2467 {Rampage) Fl. 62, #5082 (Spirit IT) FL 12, 24811 [{Atom) Fl. 80, #4918 (Revenger) m
1953 Buffalo Canoe Club Harry J. Cawthra Karl Smither Warren F. Jones James (. Carson ”
Lake Erie Detroit, Mich. Puffalo, N Y Detroit, Mich. Philadelphia, Pa. —
Pt. Abino, Ontario Fl. 61, #4924 (Broom) Fl. 12, #5000 (Thermis 5 M's) 51, 22004 (Waha) Fl. 34, 26254 (Sparks) n
1954 Creseent Sail Club Thomas Allen 111 Harry R. Sindle Peter Grainge Clarence L. Holman, Jr. >
Lake Erie Bainbridge, Md. Little Falls, N.J. N. Tonawanda, N.Y. Fenton, Mich.
Detroit, Mich. FL 192, #4811 (Atom) Fl. 104, £5570 (Flying Dutchman) FL 12, #467 (Rampage) FL. 53, 50560 (50-50) Z
1955 Southern Y. Club Thomas Allen 111 Robert Adams Paul Shreck C. J. Prados
Lake Ponchartrain Buffalo, N.Y. Rydal, Pa. New Orleans, La. Shreveport, La. n
New Orleans, La. Fl. 12, 24811 (Atom) Fl. 3, #5458 (Vagabond) FL 62. #3737 (Major Domo) FL 175, %5202 (Dixie Doodle 11) I
1956 Buffalo Canoe Club William 5. Cox, Jr. Gene Walet Richard Karslake Marjorie J. Adams >
Lake Erie Darien, Conn. New Orleans, La. Chautaugua, N.Y. Rvdal, Pa.
Pt. Abino, Ontario Fl. 134, #5841 (Zig-Zagger) Fl. 62, #5082 (Spirit 1I) FL. 198, #6207 (Kitty) 3, #6409 (Whirlwind) ;
19567 Milford Y.C. William 5. Cox, Jr. John Teigland Henry J. Cawthra John M. Melntosh v
Long lsland Sound Darien, Conn Lake Pine, N.J. Grosse Pointe, Mich. Savannah, Ga.
Milford, Conn. FL 134, #6841 (Zig-Zagger) Fl 26, £5424 (Seductress 1) Fl. 51, 26066 (X-L) FL 127, #4872 (Rabbit) 6
1858 Little Egg Harbor Y.C. Henry J. Cawthra William T. Uhl Tim Nelson Kenneth L. Ireland
Beach Haven, N.J. Grosse Pointe, Mich. Syosset, N.Y. Kitchener, Ont, Nichols, Conn. Z
FL b1, Z6066 (X-L) Fl. 141, #6981 (Spark IT) FL 118, #!Gﬁl (Junu:] Fl. 238, 27017 {Ambergris 11} m
1959 Crescent Sail Club Herman Nleluls. Jr. Thomas .Ml-m 111 Carter G. Ford John W. Swamn

Lake St. Clair
Detroit, Mich

Fanton, M
Ff.nﬁs #'3201'

Buffalo, N.Y.
Fl. 12, #Ill.l. {Atom)

Riverside, Conn.
Fl. 7, #6654 (Encore II)

Huffalo, N
FL 59, #"?l'B {Three Winds)




Il

YEAR

PLACE

N.A. CHAMPION

RUNNER-UP

PRESIDENT'S CUP

RUNNER-UP

GOVERNOR'S CUP

RUNNER-UP

1860 Tawas Bay Y.C. Carl Eichenlaub Henry J. Cawthra Jay L. Doty Dr. John T. Gentry Dr. Charles H. Malthie Robert B:rminthlm
East Tawas, Mich. San Diego, Calif. Grosse Pointe, Mich. Chicago, 111 Skaneateles, N.Y. Youngstown, Ohio Pittsburg|
{Three Divisions) Fl. 194, #7420 Fl. 61, #6066 Fl. b, #7275 ., IHEE00 Fl. 36, #6033 Fl. 198, #7511

{Bull} (X-L) (Misa Trudy) (Susitnal (Hot Canary) ___F[-‘i_l._'-f_tgh_

1961 Mission Bay Y.C. Thomas Allen 111 Robert B. Crane Wendell Harter David K. Storrs

San Diego, Calif. Ruffalo, N.Y. Darien, Conn. Manhattan Beach, Calif. Oyster Bav, N.Y.
Fl. 12, #7811 Fl. 134, #3021 Fl. 102, #7869 Fl 89, #6348
{Atom IT) = (_P-d&lm Madelyn)

1962 Buffalo Canoe Club Thormas Allen 11T Carl Eichenlaub Carter G. Ford David Chanoux James Coggan J.R.G. Bleasby
Lake Erie Buffale, N.Y. San Diego, Calif. Riverside, Conn. Trumbull, Conn. Kalamazoo, Mich. Taoronto, Ont.

Pt Abino, Ontario FL 12, #7811 Fl. 184, #8300 FL 7, #6654 Fl. 6, #7914 Fl. 137, #7911 Fl. 146, #7650
{Atom II) {Bull 1I) (Encore 1T} (Tattle Tale) { Psyched Out) {Serendipity)

1963 Tawas Bay Y.C. Carl Eichenlaub Willinm Camphbell W. Stephen Bachman, Jr.Howard J. Mullin David Chanoux Warren R. Gross

Eaat Tawas, Mich. San Diego, Calif. St. Joseph, Mich. Southport, Conn. Saddle River, N.J., Trumbull, Conn. San Diego, Calif.
Fl. 191 #&'!ﬂt'l Fl. 113, #7979 Fl. 153, 28710 Fl. 75, #7511 Fl. 6, 27914 Fl. 114, #7833
{Bull 1 {Zamboanga) {Havoe) {Tackleas) {Tattle Tale) {Blixten)

1964 Mission Bay Y.C. Robert Seidelmann David M. Peterson Dr. Leo E. Wasserberger Richard C. Benner Alton A. Berg Arnold Schwartz
San Diego, Calif. Moorestown, N.J. 0ld Saybrook, Conn. Pontiae, Mich. Palos Verdes, Calif. Northbrook, I11. Lineroft, N.J.

Fl. 26, #8969 FL 6, & 9110 Fl. 54, #8744 Fl. 102, #8021 FL 5, #7370 Fl. 70, ZBB30
(Obesusi i{Hvper Tension} {Ptvehur IT) {Folloomi 11} (Istar) (Ethel Baby)

1965 Bay Head Y.C. Thomas Allen I11 Louia A. Pocharski, Jr. Carl Eichenlaub Dir. Charles H. Maltbie Robert Don Clark Hobert B. Polhemus
Barnegat Bay Buffalo, N.Y. Marblehead, Mass, San Diego, Calif. Youngstown, Kent, Was Naroton, Conn.
Bay Head, N.J. FlL 12, #91'38 Fl. 189, #9399 Fl. 194, Z9669 Fl. 36, #8330 Fl 13'2. .#'D-IUI Fl. 13, #8815

(Atom) (Spook ) {Bull 11T} {Hot Canary 111} (Magie) {Bald Eagle)

1866 Buffalo Canoe Club Robert Seidelmann Thomas Allen 111 Jay L. Doty Hugo C. William T. Uhl Robert 8. Shuria
Lake Erie Cherry Hill, N.J. Buffalo, N.Y. Chicago, I1L St. Joseph, Mich bury, N.Y. Wyckoff, N.J.

Pt. Abino, Ontario Fl. 26, 29250 F1 12, #10111 Fl &, #10099 Fl. 113, #8714 FlL 141. #6981 Fl. 75, Z9829
(Idiot) {Atom) {Shelby) {King's Pawn 1) {Spark 11} {Pied Piper)

1967 Cleveland Yachting Club Bruece Goldsmith Tom Allen I11 W. Stephen Bachman, Jr.Ralph B. Sperry, Jr. Chas. G Obersheimer, Jr. Richard W. Hallagan
Lake Erie Chicago, I11. Buffalo, N.¥. Whittier, Calif, Southport, Conn. uffa s Newark, N.Y.
Rocky River, Ohio FL 5, 210100 Fl. 12, #10411 FL. 194, #9859 Fl. 17, #9122 Fl. 12, #8310 Fl. 108, #9239

{Snoopier) {Atom) {Havoe IV) {Thor) { Little Sister) lﬁhldﬂwJ

1968 Chicago Corinthian ¥Y.C. Themas Allen 111 Louis A. Pocharski, Jr. William T. Uhl R. Garret Demarest IIl Sam B. Fortenbaugh III Robert K. Smither
Lake Michigan Buffal Y. Marblehead, Mass. bury, N.Y Bridgeport, Conn. Bay Head, N.J. Hinsdale, I11.
Chicago, Illinocia FlL 12, #lu@ll Fl. 188, #:I.I)?‘lﬂ Fl. 141, 26981 Fl. 164, #9304 3, 210190 Fl. 12, #10830

{Atom Up) |5pwkl (Spark 11} (Spirit) __ (Night Owl) (Fang)

1969 Buffalo Canoe Club Thomas Allen III Louis A. Pocharski, Jr. John W. Mueller, Jr. Richard Ferrick William E. Neal John Schneider
Lake Erie Buffalo, N.Y. Marblehead, Mass. Rocky River, Ohio Orehard Park, N.Y. Perry. N.Y. New York, N.Y.
Pt. Abino, Ontario Fl. 12, #11011 Fl. 189, #110089 FL 71, #11191 FL. 12, #11137 FL 47, #10025 Fl. 756, 2107717

{Atom) {Spook ) (Scln'm_} (Hurryeaine)

1970 Southern Yacht Club Thomas Allen 111 James G, Carson Richard W. Hallagan Fred H. Hamblet A. Marcy Lippincott Allan W. Siegner, Jr.
Lake Ponchartrain Buffalo, N.Y. Philadelphia, Pa. Newark, N.Y. Keene, N H. Riverton, N.J. Kenmore, N.Y.
New Orleans, La. Fl 12, #11611 Fl 34, 2211484 F1. 108, #113565 Fl. 145, #1186 Fl. 228, #116656 Fl. 12, #11126

{Atom) {Flying Fuzzv)_ {Shadow | iGailee i = (Botehed Up)

1871 Milwaukee Yacht Club William A. Shore James G. Carson John J. Collina A. Marcy Lippincott Dr. A. J. Penfield C. 0. Jones, Jr.
Lake Michigan Depew, N.Y. Philadelphia, Pa. Marblehead, Mass. Riverton, N.J. Fayelteville, N.Y. Buffalo, N.Y.
Milwaukee, Wis. FlL 12, 2115601 FlL 34, 211784 Fl. 189, Z11667 Fl. 228, #11739 Fl. 164, £11797 FL 12, 11450

(Sun) {Ugly Fuzzy) { Powerful Shamrock) {Blsh _ {Sea-0) }

1972 Rehoboth Bay Sailing Assn.  James Crane Bob Seidelmann Dr. Georges Peter John 8. Schneider Arnold Schwartz Howard J. Mullin

Rehoboth, Delaware Darien, Conn. Gibbaboro, N.J. Annisquam, New York, N.Y. Bank, N.J. Colts Neck, N.J.
FL 134, #10772 Fl. 99, #12156 FlL 151, #11688 FL 70, 12066 FL 70, #1111: FL 196, #11676
(Bald Eagle) {Snuff-a-Luff-n-Guas) llllon.elte B III) I'.lndele} (Calm Down) {Tackleas VIII)

1973  Tawas Bay Yacht Club Bruce Goldsmith James R. Crane lrp-!r John G. Ballatin Cal Schmiege Mark Bryant

East Tawnas, Mich. Chicago, 111 Darien, Conn. Gul!‘ rd, N Metairie, La Lewiston, N.Y. Cheektowaga, N.Y.
FL 5, #12422 Fl. 134, #11680 Fl. 246, ::wsss FI. 200, FL 59, $11655 Fl. 12, #9378
(Snoopy) (Cat) (Hoot) iSB1 (Ginger 1V} {Putt Putt)
1874 Cleveland Yachting Club Bruce Goldamith Mario Buckup Greg Zettler Dijoerd Hockatra Warren Groas George Sipel
Rocky River, Ohio Chicago, 1L Brazil Bellevue, WA Hlmednn!. PA San Diego, CA Morenci, MI
FL. B, 12422 FL 147, #12414 Fl. 414, #11457 7], 228, #11T40 Fl. 114, #9172 Fl. 31, 12285
(Snoopy) (Meia Noite 1V) (Mrs. Henry VIII) uum- Blues) {u-2) {Yellow Streaker)
1975 Savannah Yacht Club Bruce Goldsmith Willilam A. Shore Bob Hutchinson Bill McKinley John Mu-iltr. Sr. Jack Burwell
Sea Pines Plantation Chicago, 1L Newport, RI1 Red Bank, Saginaw, MI Rocky River, O South Freeport, ME
Hilton Head, 5.C. FlL. 5. f124‘22 Fl. 85, 10114 Fl. TD, 12485‘ Fl. 54, 107B0 Fl. 71, ltszb FL 244, 11361
(Snoopy) -;Finz:u] (Frigid Bitch) (Hum Bug VI) (Gusto)
1976  Sheboygan Yacht Club William Shore Dave Peters Fred Hamblet John Cuccio Christopher Hamblet
Sheboygan, Wisconsin Newport, R.L. lee oal Ann Arbor, Mich. Keene, N.H. WHT. rt, Conn. W, Swanzley, N.H
F1. 85 10909 Fl 1'33 1&43& Fl. 374 12754 FL 145 11346 6 12852 Fl. 145 8480
(Finesse) (Shrub) (Gail) tGmnmn.nJ- (F.0.B.)
1977 Buffalo Canoe Club Matt Fisher Greg Fisher David M. Peterson Denis Farey Jon Schwartz John A, Ballatin
Point Abino, Canada Columbus, Ohia Newport, R.1. Old Saybrook, Conn, Middletown, N.J, Fair Haven, N.J. Metaine, La.
Fl. 43 10956 Fl. 43 10860 Fl, 85 10801 FL. TO 12739 Fl. 70 12800 F1. 208 9696
{Schuss) (Sl Crazy) (Waody) (Six Pak) {Hikeles) (5 B)



CANADIAN OPEN CHAMPIONS

The Champions

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS

Year Place Champlon Runner-lUp Year Place Champion Runner-1p
1852 Taoronto T. Allen, BCC, 4811 Atom 1956 La Bordee de Tribord Rllph Camardells, Ttaly Funca Cavallo, Ttaly
1063 Toronto T, Allen, BCC, 4811 W, Swindeman, TYC, BIR0 La Neuville, . 191 No, 4122 . 223, No, 4965
Ao : Yankee - 1867 i:uT;E.; . r o G P Ttal F Cavallo, Ital
yal ¥.C. of Greece Gaetano Pesce, ltaly ranco Caval n ¥
i e e e BIAET ConaRY Phaleron Dav, Athens F. 191, No. 6380 F. 224, No. 4966
1858 Ostra Nylands Franco Cavallo, Italy Gaetano Peace, Italy
1855 Torenta ?Qn‘i'il::' RSLLYC, 2827 sh.:l-:::;m. NSC, 1608 : " ’ S Lo, o 5300
orening, Finland
1054 ‘Terento) X Do, QCYC, A4S 1958 Club Vela di Roma  Franco Cavallo, [taly  Catello Russa, Italy
i LI Anzio, Italy F. 223, No. 7422 F. 237, No. 6728
19567 Toronto fl}l'ﬂe Methot, RBYC, 6380 R. Iaahor J n, " 960 Yacht Club Lucerne  Franco Cavallo, Ttaly Claude Lambelet,
Dty Lucerne, Switzerland F. 223, No. 7422 Switzerland
1958 Torento .T R.G. Bleasby, RCYC, 5234 F. 169, No. T467
Usamos 1961 Royal Y.C. of HRH King Conatantine Gasctano Peace, Italy
1958 Toronto A. Dutton, QCYC, 7100 G Russell, RCYC, 6308 Cirages Athens, Grecce ¥ 181, No. 1212
Hanna Huren Corfu, Greece ¥, 287, No. 6043
1960 Toronta G, Russell, RCYC, 6303 G Haspmor; BHIQ; 1472 1962 Merenkavijat Y .C.  Maurizio di Segni, Italy Carlo Postiglione,
RCYC Karen Adelin 1V Helainki, Finland F. 318, No, 7238 Italy F. 237, No. 6728
1961 Ottawa J.R G. Bleasby, RCYC, 7650 J Slnnn. QCYC, 7070 1968 Circolo Velico suﬂu Bonas, Greece Catello Russo, ltl':h’
BYC Serendipity Stabia Stabia, Italy F. 251, No. 8387 F. 237, No. 6728
1962 Montreal J.R.G. Bleashy, RCYC, 7630 D H Allen, RHYC, 7791 1964 Cercle de Neuchatel Stt'lim Bonas, Gresce Giorgio Focanti, ltaly
RSILYC  Serendipity It's No Six Meuchatel, . 251, No. 5387 F. 278, No. 7534
1963 Toronto J. Bernel, BCC, 84858 S. Anderson, NSC, 8503 Switzerland
RCYC Foamy IT Glockenapiel 11 1965 ﬁim;r Canottieri ?niadlnz Tﬁlll.”léwr Emm ‘Andreadis,
. M. Allen, RHYC, 8633 J.R.G. Bleasby, 7650 apo . 312, Nao. Treece
196 RRYC"  Eadeavors Serendipity Naples, Ttaly F. 786, No. 9447
wen nderson, NSC, 3503 1866 Royal Y.C. of Greece George Andreadis, Alfred Lanz,
i g?c Swnd T ﬁ"!“' g Glnelwmni: 11 nthsl.mn Bay, Pl‘z?:: s %w:l:;rlﬁndﬂms
® P. Sulman, NYC, 8400 L 0; L
s ﬁfs‘c"m"ﬂ. MJ"’ et Himinis bl 1967 Nasijarvi Sailing Club Catello Russo, Tialy Stig Haglund,
1967  Montreal 5. Anderson, NSC, 5503 K. Hallagan, SBYC, 9239 Eaxu Nalars). » 237, Mo, T T
R.StL Y.C. Glockenspiel Shadaw it - 3 o [T B Biaratiom
1968 Hamilton 5. Anderson, NSC, 5503 K. Hallagan, SBYC, 9239 1968 g:;‘;::“ R e Do B .
RHYC. Glockensplel Shadow - Switzerland F. 384, No. 8211
361 - el - Salaga, SR, G B Alen BN S 1668 Circolo Della Stellos Bonas, Greece  Pentti Puupera,
Hudson Y.C. Shadow avor Veladi Rome, F. 251, No, 10096 Finland
1970 ‘Toronto W. Shore, BCC, 11501 D. Hallagan, SBYC, 11356 Anzio, Ttaly F. 166, No. 10057
ROYC Incese Blindine 1970 Royal YC of George Andreadis, Stelios Bonas, Greeee
1971 Kingston  J. Mueller, CYC, 11901 D. Allen, RHYC, 11685 Greece & Firaeus Greece F. 251, No. 10056
KYC Windshift Sailing Club Athens F. 286, No, 9447
1872 Montreal D. Allen, RHYC J. Hansen, BCC 1971 ‘l’[} Helsinglors Stelios Bonas, Greece J\.Ie:jnder Andreacdis,
R. 5t L.Y.C nuq =6 12007 = egelklubb F. 251, No. 11633
1873 Kingston W, Shore, BCC, 121756 M. Nelson, BRYC, 9833 __litlulnki Finland i !‘ "'256, No. 11459
KYC Finesse Aegir 1972 Lake of Geneva '_S-u'iiun Honms, ;!a!}l I\I ;-glhr.
. BCC, 11128 APREeE witzerin
s mn?.‘h ?i&gr.ﬂitﬁ'\f Iccﬂna i iy F251, No. 11633 F. 250, No. 9503
1973 Circolo della Vel A1¢x|nﬁw Andreadis, Hans Hahn
1875 Montreal D. Hlsu-lllh. SBYC R.;\'lrdwetl., HHYC dl Roma cin ireece F. 286, Nﬂ 11458 S--:'l.ur]anli
RSUYC 12355 Shadow 11085 Anzio, Italy Fld’ ['d. 2 ;_-'GT m ﬂ‘ss F. 219, Mo, 12305
Ham D, Hall SBYC T, Allen, BCC T A O Ty DIRTH. s SUH, S90% - 2
1976 HAmUE™ 13355 Shatiow 13911 Atam 1974 Yacht Club of George Andreadis, Greeee N. Dimou, Greece
- Greece, Phaleron F. 286, No, 9447 F. 286, No, 11459
1877 Thunder Bay Jay Hansen, BUC Larry MacDonald, RHYC Bay. Athens
TRY! 11117 Eleutheris 12262 Endeavour ?PI'. ] P Euulhlnm i ian
e d F, 394 fand ¥ 250

Keuru, Finland

Findamn

Switzer

No. 12267 No. 12320
1876 Grandson S Club, Urs Wyler Jean-Claude Dupasquier
Lake N!E:‘hﬁ? F S\:'lt:.errund. Switrerland F. 169
Switrerland Fa58 No, 12637 No, 12319
1997 Cirenlo Nautico Numana, Jean-Clavde Dupasquier  Antt Ruuskanen
Adriatic Sea, Switredand F.168 Finland F166
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SOUTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONS

Year Place Champian Participants
1956 Olivos, Argentina  Alberto Mignone, Argentine, Bolivia,
Argentina ador, Peru
Uruguay
1966 Callao, Peru Julio C. Goldie, Argentina, Bolivia,
Uruguny Colombia, Ecundor,
Peru, Uruguay
1967 Buceo, Uruguay Feliz Castellanos, Argentinae, Brazil,
Urugusy Colembia, Ecusdor,
Peru, Uruguay
1958 Guayaquil, Ecuador Carlos Navarre, Argenting, Bolivia,
Peru Chile, Colombia,
Ecuador, Peru,
Uruguny
1859 Muna, Colombin Rafael Obregon, Argentina, Colombia,
Colombin Ecundor, Peru,
Venezueln
1860 Algarrobo, Chile Isidoro Melero, Argentine, Bolive,
Chile Brazil, Chile,
Colombis, Peru,
Urnguay
1961 Guanabars, Brazil Erik Schmidt, Argentina, Brazil,
=il Chile, Colombia,
ador, Feru,
Uruguay
1962 Ancon, Peru Jose Barreda Moller, Argentina, Chile,
Peru Colombin, Ecundor,
. Uruguay
1963 Olivos, Argentina  Alberto Mignone, Argentina, Bolivia,
Argentina Chile, Ecuador,
Peru, Uruguay
1964 Salinas, Ecuador Santiago Maspons, Argentina, Chile,
undor Colombin, Eeusdor,
Feru
1966 Puerto Bucco, Pedro Sisti, Argentine, Brazil,
Urugusy Argentina Chile, Peru,
Uruguay
1966 Vina Del Mar, Carloa M. Collet, Argentina, Chile,
Chile Argentine Ecundor, Peru
1967 Cartagena, Rafael Obregon, Colombia, Ecundor,
Colombin Colombin Peru
1868 Callao, Peru Rafael Obregon, Argentins, Chile
Colombin Colombis, Ecusdor,
P'eru.
1960 Olivos, Pedro Siati, Armmin-. Brazil,
Argentina Argentine Chile, Ecundor,
Peru, Uruguny
1970 Salinas, Mario Isola, Argentina, Brazil,
Ecuador Argentina Chile, Colombia,
Eeundor, Peru,
Uruguny
1871  Rio de Janeiro, Mario Buckup, Argentina, Brazil,
Brazil Hrazil Chile, Colombina,
Peru, Uruguny
1972 Algarrobo, Chili German Novion, Argentina, Brazil,
Chile Chile, Colombin,
ndor, Peru
1973 Cartagena, Robert Buckup, Argentina, Brazil,
Columbia Brazil chilv Colombia,
Eurldn‘r , Peru
1874  Callao, Peru Mario Isols, rgentina, Brazil
Argentine E-n:lombi.l Ecuador,
Chile, Peru
19756 Salinas, Ecuador Mario Buckup, Argentina, Brazil,
Brazil Chile, Colombia,
Ecusdor, Peru
1876 Olivos, Argentina Robert Buckup, moaugn. =n=il,
. Ecuador,
Brazil, Peru, Uraguay
14977  Pucon, Chile Jaime Fernandes, Argentina, Brazil,

Chile

Chile, Ecusdor, Peru
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|.L.C.A. SOUTHERN CIRCUIT CHAMPIONS

e PISOUHNSGNIA VEDLGEMNG  SMASARD,  gEwmwm,  teimmue  svimmogoor
ST. PETERSBURG, FLA. TROPHY MIAMI, FLA. TROPHY

1958 John Mcintosh Gene Walet Howard Foht

1959 John Mclntosh Herman Nickels Alex Carlin

1960 Carl Eichenlaub Tom Fallon Tom Fallon

19601 Carl Eichenlaub Hank Cawthra Hank Cawthra Bob Lippincott

1962 Bob Seidelmann Bob Seidelmann Bob Seidelmann Bob Seidelmann

1963 Bob Seidelmann Bob Seidelmann Bob Seidelmann Bob Seidelmann

1964 Stu Anderson Carl Eichenlaub Stu Anderson Karl Smither Karl Smither Stu Anderson

1965 Stu Anderson Bob Seidelmann (R) Bob Seidelmann Bob Seidelmann Bob Seidelmann Bob Seidelmann

1966 Bob Seidelmann (R) Bob Seidelmann Bob Seidelmann Tom Allen Tom Allen Bob Seidelmann

1967 Bob Seidelmann Tom Allen Bob Seidelmann Bruce Goldsmith Harry Sindle Bob Seidelmann

1968 Bob Seidelmann Tom Allen Bob Seidelmann Bruce Goldsmith Bruce Goldsmith Bruce Goldsmith

1969 Bob Seidelmann (R) Lou Pocharski Tom Allen Tom Allen Lou Pocharski Tom Allen

1970 Richard Lippincott Richard Lippincott Bob Seidelmann Bruce Goldsmith Bruce Goldsmith Bruce Goldsmith

1971 Carl Eichenlauh Bruce Goldsmith Bruce Goldsmith Lou Pocharski Lou Pocharski Bruce Goldsmith

1972 Bill Shore Tom Allen (R) Bruce Goldsmith Tom Allen Tom Allen Tom Allen

1973 Jack Mueller Jim Crane Bruce Goldsmith Bill Shore Bruce Goldsmith Bruce Goldsmith

1974 Bruce Goldsmith Jack Mueller Jack Mueller Bill Shore Bill Shore Bruce Goldsmith

1975 Bill Shore Bill Share Bill Shore Don Delorme Bill Shore Bill Shore

1976 Don Delorme Bruce Goldsmith Bruce Goldsmith Bill Shore Bruce Goldsmith Bruce Goldsmith

1977 Bill Shore James Lippincott James Lippincott Bill Shore James Lippincott Bill Shore
Footnote:

Deep South Regatta sailed at Savannah Yacht Club, Savannah, Georgia.

Trophies:

August A, Busch, Jr, Trophy, deeded to 5.Y.C.C, for the Lightning Regatta.
Winter Lightning Championship sailed at 5t. Petersburgh Yacht Club, St. Petersburg, Florida.

Trophms:

Wally dishop Trophy, presented oy Wally Bishop, retired by winner of it three times. (R)

Deep South Regaita Perpetiual Trophy, deeded by the Savannah Yacht Club, retired by winner of it three times. (R)

LL.C.A, Past Presidents Trophy, deeded by Past Presidents of L.L.C.A. to LL.C.A. for the winner pf combined Savannah and 5t. Petersburg.
Midwinter Championship sailed at Coral Reef Yacht Club, Miami, Florida

Trophies:

Regal Cup, deeded to [.L.C.A. by a Miami Company.

Alex Carlin Trophy, presented by Alex Carlin for the Miami-5t, Petersburg (Special Formula). Retired to top skippers’ Yacht Club after twelve
vears, Buffalo Canoe Club received the trophy in 1969,

LL.C.A. Southern Circuit Champion, presented by 1.L.C.A. for the winner of combined Savannah, St. Petersburg, and Miami. No retirement.
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40 Years Ago
Sparkman and Stephens, Inc.

designed the Lightning.

Their original Specifications and Restrictions are re-
printed on the next two pages.

One of the earliest builders of the Lightning was
Skaneateles Boats Inc. Their price sheet and specifications
are also reprinted. (Please don’t try to order a boat from
Skaneateles - regrettably they have been out of business for
many years.)

ANNIVERSARY

REGATTA
July 8 & 9, 1978

Skaneateles Country Club
Skaneateles, New York

Bill Lingard Photo from Yachting

Join Lightning No. 1 and No. 13xxx and the Class Champions and Dignitaries in this celebration.
Come to race, spectate, and have a good time at the home of Lightning Fleet 1.

Watch Flashes for further information or contact Regatta Chairman David White, 10 Winslow
Road, Falmouth, Maine 04105.




SPARKMAN & STEPHENS INC.
11 East 44th St.
New York Sity

SPECIFICATIONS AND RESTRICTIONS FOR LIGHTNING CLASS

(£ The following specifications and restrictions are to
govern the construction of the LIGHTNING Class boats

until such a time as a regular measurement committee is
appointed to draw and administer permanent restrictions.
Certain tolerances have been drawn up to cover measurements.
These tolerances will be made known to only the Class
Secretary so that the tendency of intentionally altering

the boat within these toclerances for the purpose of
increasing the speed may be avoided. If in the opinion of
the measurement committee a boat has been built so as to take
advantage of any tolerances she may be refused a measurement
certificate. Boats built with reasonable accuracy and as
nearly as practical to the offsets will pass. Suitable
tolerances have been drawn to apply to the table of cffsets
but they will be known only to the Secretary of the Class.

2 Before a yacht is officially accepted by the LIGHTNING
Class she must be measured by a certified measurer and
passed by the measurement committee of the Class. Upon
being passed by the measurement committee the yacht's
cofficial number must be burned or cut into the starboard
side of the centerboard trunk, in numbers at least 2%"

high. This is the only permanent means of identification.

3. HULL To be entirely of wood. Either Spruce, Mahogany
Cedar, Cyprus or similar woods as are normally accepted

in Yacht practice. Weight to be between 22 and 38 pounds
per cubic foot. Framed with no less than the number of
frames shown on the plans. Bottom frames, sided 7/8",
moulded 1%". Planking as specified. Deck beams, sided
7/8" and moulded 1-%" minimum.

Keel plank shall stand 1/2" proud of the bottom which
must then be allowed in - measuring all heights as shown
on line's drawing.

Chines and keel may not be rounded to a greater
radius than 1/2". The chine log shall be installed as
shown on plans.

Deck beams are to have a camber of arcs of a circle
of 20' radius. Deck should be canvas covered. The widths
of the deck around the cockpit shall be no narrower than
shown on plans.

Cockpit shall start at frames number four and run aft
to frame number 8-1/2.

Minimum weight of the hull with all rigging, mast

and boom,rudder and centerboard to be not less than 800
pounds.

16



HULL Con'd.

Cockpit braces, doubling blocks and etc. to be not
less than 7/8" thick. Material optional.

Any difference in weight between complete hull and
the minimum weight specified shall be made up by the
addition of any material to under side of deck. This shall
be securely fastened and may be removed in the amount that
soakage increases the weight of the hull.

4. Seats optional. Material optional.

5. All material to be no less than the specified dimen-
sions, except where so stated.

6. RUDDER 3/4" thick and not to vary more than 3/8"
from official plans. To be made of wood, chamfer may not
extend more than 2" from any edge.

7. CENTERBOARD To be 5/16" thick and not to vary more
than 1/4" from any dimensions from official pattern
except in an area bounded by a triangle formed at the
top end and forward edges at their intersection and having
legs 6" long, to allow for pennant fitting. To be of
galvanized iron or steel. Other materials not allowed.

8. MAST To be hollow and rectangular in section, Made
of Spruce or Douglas Fir with walls not less than 1/2"
in thickness at any point. Minimum dimension at deck
2" x 3-1/16". and to have a continuous convex taper to
a point at the top of sheave where the dimensions shall
be 1-3/8" x 1-5/8". as per spar drawing. Length of mast
from top of step to top os sheave shall not be greater than
27'5". Mast must not be groved to take bolt rope of sail.

The bolster at the mast head must be the same outline
as in the detailed drawing. Forward side of stem to
forward side of mast must measure 6'9". Rotating masts
prochibited. No change in position of mast at any point
will be allowed during any race. With boat in sailing trim
aft side of mast must be a straight line.

9. BOOM Must be solid T section as per plans. Foot
of sail must fasten in a straight line in both plan and
profile. No arched or curved tracks are allowed and no
transverse movement is permissible in the foot of the sail.
The sail must be attached to boom with track the same as
on mast. Length of boom from aft side of mast to extreme
end effecting outhaul of sail shall not be greater than 10'
0". The spinnaker pole shall be 6'9" over all when
measured square off. Size and shape as per plans.

10. RIGGING As shown on plans as to position and number
of stays. Strength of wire to be at least the amounts
noted on plans.

Method of attaching to spars optional. Any change
in the set of standing rigging except as occasioned
by accident or by means other than conventional turnbuckles
during the race shall be prohibited.

12-29-38 =2 #265



SKANEATELES BOATS,

INC.

SKANEATELES, N. Y.

12/1/38

L I'G HT NI NG

LIGHTNING CLASS SLOOP, COMPLETE AND READY TO SAIL

$495.00

Introductory price - subject to change without

notice.

f.o.b. Skaneateles, crating for rail shipment

$10.00 extra.
mately 950 1lbs.

Shipping weight crated, approxi-

Leglitning SPECIFICATIONS

Length Over-All 19° 0", Beam 6’ 6”, Sail Area 1772 sq. ft.

DOUBLE PLANKED BOTTOM of selected vertical grain clear cedar in
iwo layers. The side planking is formed of full length selected vertical
grain cedar, double tongue and grooved, glued inlo one piece.
MAHOGANY TRIM. The transom, coamings, gunwales, rudder and all
trim are of Mahogany.

FRAMES AND STRUCTURAL MEMBERS. Sitka Spruce or Mahogauy,
resulting in a very strong, yet lightweight hull of superior weight
distribution.

BROMZE FITTINGS, plain finish, specially designed for LIGHTNING,
More efficient and attractive than stock fittings. The tiller is pivoled 1o
permit raising and lowering. The centerbourd is operated by a specially
developed wineh.

RACING FINISH. Three coats of the hesl marine finishes carefully
rubbed between coats. Bottom, racing copper bronze; topsides, gloss
yacht white; deck, Skaneateles gray-green; inside of hull, spars, cockpit
trim, transom, rudder, tiller gunwales, seats. floor boards and centerboard
case, three coats of best spar varnish.

LIGHT WEIGHT SPARS. Expertly made of Sitka spruce carefully
selected for greatest strenglh and lightest possible weight aloft.

RACING SAILS. Skanealeles Racing Sails are wormally supplied. Jib
and mainsail, nicely finished and of good cut and materinl, are standard
equipment. They are complete with leadboard slides on hoist and foot,
battens, bag. LIGHTNING emblem and racing  number. Skaneateles
Special Racing Sails, also available or sails by any sailmoker specified
can be furnished.

SKANEATELES BOATS, Inc.
FINE

Reprinted from Skaneateles Boats, Inc. Brochure
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RIGGING. Two lower shrowds, two upper shromds with spreaders, two
Jumper slays amd struls, aod peroment backstay all of 1 x 10 dimbile
galvanized plow sleel wire rope, Complete rammng rigging of Manila or
similar malerial. See separate price list on spinnaker rigging, ineluding
donble ended spinnaker boom with fitings for taek and guys at both ends;
lalyvard with snap shackle, Block and eleat; guy and sheet,

OUTBOARD WELL permitting the use of stamdan] outhoard molors can

be supplied at small extra cost,

MEASUREMENT CERTIFICATE of ithe Lightning Class Yacht Racing
Association will be on file with the Chiel Measurer when your hoal s
ielivered. Your sumber is cul in Uhe centerboard trunk as well as sewed
on the sail.

WEIGHT in racing trim, approximately 725 ls; eraled for rail shipment,
i||||:|‘u_~cillulll'i_\ 1100 Ihs.

TRUCK DELIVERY can usually be areanged to destinntions in easlern
United States, effecting an economy and having the added convenience of
lll‘l-l\‘l'l‘hlj_': the bhoat to the exacl _-sImJ. VoUW ish, often i:::'ll_]tl';ng |:|H||=']I'm|:.

EASY TO BUY. We can in all probability arrange a time payment pur-
vhase plan in most states.

MOTE. If at any time it is, in our mind, for the improvement of the hoat

or our gervice, we reserve the rght to alter these :-[H.'t'] fieations within the
class rules, without notice.

SKANEATELES, NEW YORK
SINCE 1893



THE STORY OF LIGHTNING 120

by Ted Siferd

(Editor's Note: Ted Siferd is a former Class President who put
the following story on tape to help commemorate the Class's
40th Anniversary in 1978, We feel it gives a bit of information
about the people who helped build the Class to where it is. )

Back in 1937, my wife and I and four children were up in
Michigan and the row boats to rent were so poor | decided to
build myself a boat. | saw a 10" pram advertised in Popular
Mechanics so | proceeded to build it. What this has to do with
the Lightning is hard to understand, but what I'm leading up
to is that | built the boat and used it successfully in trips to
Michigan and the Indian Lake Reservoir for fishing. | found
out that | could build boats and a friend here who was a
Westinghouse engineer, Larry Miller, was interested in the few
boats that there were to sail on Indian Lake on Sundays, and
we got him really interested in sailing,

Larry had read Yachting Magazine and he was familiar with
the new Lightning Class plans which were just coming out in
1938. | had already purchased the plans for an 18 fooler,
Crosby design, but Larry was so enthusiastic about the
Lightning that | gave up the Sea Gull idea and decided we
would both build Lightnings, which we proceeded to do in the
early part of 1939, [ had purchased my plans first, number 45,
but Larry was going to be ready to build before | was so |
turned my plans over to him and re-ordered plans and they
came in as 120, So we proceeded to get busy and build boats.

Larry was an accomplished woodworker and had a shop full
of tools, He got along splendidly with his and helped us with
ours. He was ready to go in the water in early June of "39 and
I think I got in the 4th of July in '39. I'm not sure now, but |
think we had just the two Lightnings down there in 1939,
although I think there was a carpenter out in the country who
was building one for the Morris brothers. Anyway, by '41, we
had four boats. We formed our Lightning Fleet here on Indian
Lake and got things going.

You may be interested to know something about the cost
of a boat at that time. | built my boat with wood frames
bought from the Delta Boat Company over in New York and
they were 54200 including freight. Then 1 bought the
planking and lumber for the boat and the keel from Kels Mill
Lumber and Supply Company, which was approximately
500.00 including the freight. By the way, any of you folks
who are interested in working with wood would be interested
in knowing that | bought cedar at that time for 20¢/square
foot and red cedar at 18¢. | bought Philippine Mahogany at
20¢/square oot and the Oregon pine tongue and groove for
the decking under the canvas was 3¢ a foot. The ngged mast
complete, at that time, wood of course, was $50.00 and the
sails, from Iry Caldwell down in Boulevard, South Carolina,
were $36.00 for the main and jib and $30.00 for the
spinnaker; so | gave $66.00 for the sails. | had the centerboard
made at the Lima Locomotive Works and it cost me $20.00 as
| remember it, and the miscellaneous hardware from a Detroit
firm cost $27.00 and the extra materials, rope, life preservers,
anchor, paddle, and paint ran 514.00. Regular ship preservers
at that time were $2.25. Making a total of $279.32 paid for
materials. 1 still have the bills in an envelope here along with

the official set of plans.

It so happened that the boat was constructed lighter
possibly than any other in our fleet of four boats, but with my
total inexperience as a sailor we didn’t do well at all the first
year in 1939, but we got on to it the next year. The
floorboards ran clear up to the bow in the boats of the original
plan and 1 decided to lighten my boat up as much as possible
so we took the floorboards out up ahead of the mast and took
them out behind the seats where they ran clear to the transom.

Of course, | was interested in getting a smooth paint finish
on the bottom, Copper boat paint was the best at that time
and properly put on and hand rubbed it just looked like a
sheet of copper and it was as smooth as silk. When we went to
South Haven a little later, and as my boat was named the Jean
S after my wife, there was a standing joke up at the banquet
about Jean S having the smoothest bottom in the Fleet.

The planking on the outside of most of the boats at that
time, except Skaneateles which was a double thickness boat,
was planking and of course you had to leave an eighth of an
inch approximately opening on the outside and fill that with
seam filler. Then after it had been in the water awhile, it
swelled up and maybe raised an eighth of an inch or so. You
would then have to take it out of the water, turn it over and
take a thin razor blade down the whole length of the boat and
skin that little raised place off, then give her another coat of
paint, rub it in and she’d be good for the rest of the season.

There was quite a bit of maintenance on a wood boat but it
was the maintenance of love, the beauty of the wood and the
wonderful feeling you had of having made it yourself so it
didn’t create any problem. You were just tickled to death that
yvou had such a wonderful boat and having such a wonderful
time with it.

The next year, as | remember in 1940, we did a little better
in our sailing down here. We had quite a few races and it was a
bit competitive and quite interesting at the Yacht Club. We
never had a regular race committee because we didn't really
have a Yacht Club; we just had a group of people who were
anchored in the Bay. On a vacant lot there, a fellow gave us
permission to build some docks. We had four Lightnings and
an indiseriminate number of boats of all kinds — Snipes,
Vampires, Seagull, and several Condors, a Penguin, a Comet,
We lined up as near as we could — just sailed down towards the
line and tried to get lined up and a fellow stood in a row boat,
at the imaginary end of the line, and shot the gun off and we
went. We never started with a regular starting line, a regular
committee, or five minutes iterval between Classes and
everything like we have now,

We were quite inexperienced and I told my wife and son,
Charles, who crewed for me, that if we did pretty well that
year, next year we'd go to South Haven, Michigan and sail up
there with those big water sailors out of Chicago. We ought to
be able to learn a lot by sailing with those people who had that
kind of experience and that background in sailing, because
there is very limited sailing down in the puddle here in Central
Ohio that we sailed on. So after a fairly successful 1940
season, the 1941 season came along and we had our boat in
excellent shape and everything was all set so we decided to
take in the regatta at South Haven.

If 1 remember correctly there were 23 boats started that
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vear in the Lake Michigan District Regatta, from the Devils
Lake, Indian Lake and the Great Lakes and so forth. So never
having started with a starting line and stop watch and all of the
formality that the racing is done by, we were quite fearful of
fouling out, so we never started better than 17th out of 23
boats. We stayed back in the starting line and were quite
surprised to see how well we did. We came within one point
from winning the Regatta. Barney Crittenden, as | remember
it, from Devils Lake, was coming down on port tack and | was
on starboard and [ didn’t know enough about the rules and he
hailed me for the right of way. I turned out of the way and
gave him the right of way, so he beat me by about half a boat
length, or we would have won the regatta.

One of the interesting things. of course, was coming up
along the river there at the South Haven Yacht Club to get to
the lake, we sailed through those boats like they were standing
still. The only thing I can account for it is the fact that on our
small lake here we do a lot of tacking and so forth and we
were used to maneuvering and possibly not sailing in a straight
line for mile after mile. Anyway, that was our experience at
South Haven and what a wonderful experience it was.

So with the success we had at South Haven in the District
Regatta, naturally we wanted to take in the Nationals at
Skaneateles, New York, on one of the Finger Lakes over there.
So we arranged to go over to New York and take that in. We,
of course, were sailing there against some of the Eastern
sailors, many of them with many years experience in sailing
and [ think we finished 7th in that Regatta out of 20 or 30
boats.

We were not used to sailing in heavy weather and they had
terrific weather, 35 to 40 mile an hour winds. Of course my
son and wife weren't very heavy, and as | said, | had my family
with me, so we were quite apprehensive, or | was, about sailing
in that kind of weather. The early Lightning sails had two rows
of reefing points in them, so we were reefed down to the
lowest reefing point, shortening the sail as much as we could,
and took the jib off but we still had a hard time staying up.
John Stern won the Regatia and he had Bob Woods with him,
the designer of the Bellaire Cobra of World War 11, and Bob
weighed 230 pounds or 320 pounds. Anyway, he was just the
kind of ballast you needed for that kind of a day and John was
sailing around there with all his sails up and, of course, left
most of the rest of us far behind.

The next year we came back to the Lake Michigan District
regatta held at Devils Lake. Barney had won the regatta by a
half a point over me, so naturally we were anxious to go up
there and get our revenge on him. This regatta was held in
mid-summer and it was a very lovely regatta. We were able to
win it and the Lake Michigan District Championship. Many of
the early sailors we were competing against became very active
in the Lightning Association:—Len Ladenberger, President
from South Haven; Walt Swindemann, National Championship
several times from Toledo; Bill Girkins; Art Bercher was Chief
Measurer; Walt, of course, was National President; and Dick
Krause was also sailing. Karl Smithers sailed with us at South
Haven then in the Wartime Regatta, so we were getting quite
deeply involved in racing at this time.

It was now wartime and of course our good sailors were in
the service and only got a chance to sail when they were home
on leave. Also it wasn’t possible to transport our boats any
distance and we had to use borrowed boats, so the Wartime



Regatta in 1942 was moved from the East, to South Haven
Yacht Club in South Haven. One of the reasons being that
South Haven had the largest fleet of Lightnings of any of the
Yacht Clubs in the organization. They had started their new
club there with 12 Lightnings and consequently that provided
a large number of hoats from the local area, and of course a lot
of the sailors from the Mid west and Chicago area were able to
bring their boats because they didn’t have too much distance
1o travel.

It may interest you to know that in the early Lightning
sailing there was no bent masts and no mast rake of any
account. The original plans called for 12 inches of rake and the
mast straight at the dock. This was interpreted by most
everybody we came in contact with that the mast was
supposed to be perfectly rigid at all times. If you will look at
the early Year Books, back in the early 40s, you will notice
that the mast is as straight as a toothpick and no bend. But in
this vear of ‘42, we began to have our eyes opened. A young
16 year old sailor, Dave Cruett, came out from the east and
took an old clunker that had never done anything in the South
Haven Fleet at all, (Burch II was the name of it), and then
proceeded to show the top sailors in the Class just what can be
done by tuning the boat a little differently than we had been
doing. Dave's mast was bent backwards, had a curve in it, and
it also fell off to the side.

We had very heavy winds — South Haven is famous peach
country and, at the time we were there, the peaches were ripe
and of course we were all presented with peaches. So we were
out racing one day in very high winds, 8§ to 10 foot waves.
I'hat’s not my kind of sailing, the boat swamped full of water,
the peaches even sailed right out over the cockpit, we were
that swamped at times. That didn’t appeal to me, so we came
m.

However back to Dave, he really showed us how to tune the
boat. He had the mast up toward the slot and had the back
shrouds a little loose so it fell off a little bit and would bend a
little bit. Dave also showed us true seamanship; one of the side
shrouds came out of the spreader in that heavy weather so one
of his crew stood on the deck with his hand on the mast and
the other hand holding the shroud out so that they could
finish the race. It dropped him down to about 5th place in
that race, but nevertheless he regained enough points to win
the Championship. 1 believe Karl Smither took 3rd in that, if
I'm not mistaken.

It's been quite a pleasant experience in my life to have had
the connections I've had and the contacts in the Lightning
Class Association. I've met so many fine people and made
many fine friends over the many years. During the course of
event, | became President in 1943, Judge L. Stauffer Oliver
was the President before me and at Bay Head, New Jersey in
1943 he proposed that |1 become President. 1 wasn’t even at
the meeting and had never met Judge Oliver except once
several vears before, so | was quite thrilled that he thought
enough of my enthusiasm for the Lightning Class Lo suggest
that I be President. And then my experience as President was
very gratifying. | travelled to Columbus where there were
about 10 boats being built by a group of fellows there and |
helped to develop the enthusiasm and organize the Fleet at
Leatherlips Yacht Club. | had an unusual experience as time
went on; one of the fellows that built his boat privately
outside of the group that was building cooperatively and he
wanted me as President to just write him out a Measurement

Reprinted from Skaneateles Boats, Inc. Brochure



Certificate. Of course, his boat didn’t conform, so far as the
deck specifications were concerned, to the Class Specifications
and I had no way of knowing how close he might have
conformed to the actual specifications of the hull shape. This
rather perturbed him; in fact, it made him mad, and he later
left the Class although he had had some success in sailing in
the Class and winning consistently at Buckeye Lake. We then
went on to Cincinnati and met the wonderful group there,
Frank Pfefferle was a long time friend and helped to organize
that fleet, and over at Mansfield later. My family enjoyed the
sailing and they all participated. 1 had one son and three
daughters. The three daughters’ families now all have sailboats
of their own and my son sails my boat down here at Indian
Lake. He regularly takes out friends and uses it for part-time
relaxation for him, his family and friends.

As the vears went by, of course my Grandsons and
Granddaughters graduated into sailling with me. We travelled
quite a bit of the time, as | got older, | couldn’t participate too
much in distance regattas but the Grandsons went on and
crewed at different places, so it’s been a very enjoyable
experience in our lives, the sailing and the special involvement
in the Lightning Class. We still sail. We have 12287 now and
we still are able at our age to go down and have a little fun
sailing. Last summer in "76, we raced in lighter airs and got
quite a thrill out of it. My wife and I both enjoy it very much
and we hope this year to participate again, at least to do some
day sailing. Last fall we both attained the three quarter
century mark and almost half of that time it’s been involved in
the Lightning Class Association and it has been a very
pleasurable experience.

To celebrate the 40th year of the launching of the Lightning a four color
decal has been designed and is available from |.L.C.A. Headquarters, 808
High Street, Worthington, Ohio 43085, It can be used or displayed on boats,
cars, foul weather gear, jackets, notebooks, etc. Cost for 1 — $1.00. 5 —
$4.00. 50 — $37.00.

When ordering specify whether or not you want the outer rim with black or
white ink. (Black will show better on white boats and vice versa.) Actual size

is 54" diameter.
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IX WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

by Tom Allen

The 1977 World Championship Races were the culmination
of many months of planning and dreaming for everybody
going and at the end 1 am sure the trip fulfilled everyone's
dreams of what they would experience.

Switzerland, with its snow-capped mountains, green coun-
tryside, many flowers, and chalet-type houses is a beautiful,
clean, and well-maintained country,

On July 6 we drove non-stop from Buffalo to New York,
arriving an hour early for our plane, which was two hours late
leaving. It arrived in Zurich around noon Swiss time on the
Tih.

Al the airport the Schmieges and we rented a Volkswagen
bus, which had been arranged by Andre Noel, a Lightning
sailor from Montreal. Tired after a long day of travel, the nine
of us spent the night in a downtown hotel. The next day we
drove about three hours on an expressway to Spiez.

Greeting us near the field of boats were various people,
including Claude and Laurent Lambelet, Hans Rahn, and Jean
Hess of Switzerland,

We found all the boats that had been shipped in good
shape, sitting on the grass without trailers. The trailers had
been left at the port because most were too wide to be legal on

Tom Allen World Champion

the narrow Swiss roads. (For some unexplained reason we
were given a better rate by the shipping company for using the
wide trailers).

After measurement, the boats were launched for the
duration of the regatta. Large numbers were attached to the
bow of each boat for identification purposes.

The harbor was lined with parks and flowers and there was
a view of the town’s castle on one side. We had decided to
enjoy this natural beauty of camping out with the Schmieges.
They were good enough to supply us with two tents, which we
threw in the boat for shipment, and we bought a couple of
cots and other camping supplies when we arrived.

Because of the rainy, wet conditions that prevailed through-
out the week our tent city affectionately became known as
“Camp Granada,” “Hello mudder, hello fadder, here |
am.,.”

There were two large tents with four of us in a tent and
Tommy had his own small private tent.

We ate most of our breakfasts and lunches at the campsite
or from the backdoor of the van.

There were two days of practice races. We were a little late
getting to the first one and were ahead in the second when
Brenda wouldn’t let us finish because she thought it was bad
luck.

Haddenbruch, Switzerland



Opening ceremonies were held on the town park at the
head of the harbor. The flags of participating countries were
raised to the accompaniment of trumpets and a reception
followed a variety of short speeches.

The first race was abandoned on the fourth leg with us
ahead, Crane and Buckles behind. Wind was from the SW and
light. It went flat with the lead boats still going to windward
and the rest of the fleet on the same leg with their spinnakers
up.
The first official race, held on an Olympic course, was
started after a storm in light winds from the SW. At the
windward mark we were fifth or sixth, Hess rounded first,
followed by Buckles, Buckup and Neville, The wind died and
shifted right on the second leg, turning it into a beat for some.
We lost three or four boats on this leg. The third leg was a
close reach,

We picked up a couple of boats and lost a couple on the
light dead run to the shortened finish, We finished eighth, just
behind Cal Schmiege on this leg, which saw boats spread all
across the lake. Buckup came from behind, tacking downwind
Lo win.

That night we went with three bus loads to folkloric
evening of wine, Swiss food and music. A good party.

The second race was a triangular course, started in winds
8-10 miles per hour, from the SW-W. There was a thermal
breeze that continually got lighter but this time did not change
direction. By this time many skippers had decided the hest
way to go was always right. For the whole regatta most people
continually did this even disregarding some good shifts from
the other direction,

On the first leg we went up the middle. About 3/4 of the
way up the leg we were fourth or fifth and then the shifts took
us left and a good one let us come back to approach the first
mark on port, Mario, on starboard, had overstood a bit and
therefore was really rolling. I'm sure we both knew that
whoever would be first to the mark would have a commanding
position. Hence, he and his crew made numerous loud hails
and noises (considerably more than necessary to let us know
of his rights and presence) to discourage us from tacking into a
commanding position in front. We realized the true nature of
the calls and tacked legally in front.

We were able to hold him off and then gained a bit more of
a lead on the two reaches., We covered and gained a bit more
on the fourth and last leg, shortened because of dying air, to
win, followed by Buckup and Carson. Delorme went way into
shore and got a huge starboard lift that no one else got to that
extent, He picked up five boats. The wind never shifted but
I'm sure the committee was afraid it would.

The third race was an Olympic course, held in similar
conditions as the previous one, Shore went all the way right
and we went mostly right. He was on the starboard tack lay
line when we tacked in front of him and were first to the first
mark. We gained on the two reaches and the next beat. At the
last windward mark, we and Shore were followed by a very
tight group of Delorme, Lambelet, Adams, and Nickerson, On
the run we lost some as the wind strengthened. Crane and
Buckup stayed low on the run and passed everyone except us,
Shore and Adams. We covered Shore and held the lead to the
finish. Third to seventh places were fought out between
Adams, Buckup, Crane, Hutchinson, Nickerson, and Claude
Lambelet. On the last beat, Hutchinson went all the way right,
caught a nice lift and finished third, Crane caught Buckup at
the same time that Buckup passed Adams.
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The fourth race we sailed a triangle twice around, shortened
at the second beat. This was the only race in which it paid to
go all the way to the left side of the course on the first leg. We
played the left center of the course and were first to the
windward mark, followed by Dieter Dvck of Ecuador who had
also gone left. Positions between third and eighth were totally
unsettled until the last leg. With the wind dying, Hutchinson
and Carlos Arteaga played the right side of the course on the
last leg and neatly handled Crane, Buckup and Neville who
decided to play the center of the course. The wind quickly
died and the rest of the fleet drifted over the line,

The fifth race was an Olympic course and the right center
of the course was favored. Boats that went to the left side of
the course on the last leg looked good but they couldn™ get
back across. Dieter Dyck led at the first mark, followed by
Crane and Delorme. On the second reach, Crane passed Dyck
and we moved into third on the fourth leg, The fifth leg was
very light downwind. We went low and almost overlapped with
Crane at the leeward mark. On the last leg we were able to sail
over him and covered him to the finish, Dyck dropped to fifth
and Jean Claude DuPasquier did a nice job moving into third.

During the whole race we were watching Buckup to see
how he would do, If we did well and there were enough boats
between us we would not have to sail the sixth race. As il
turned out, when we won we counted the boats and were
thrilled because we knew we’d won the regatta,

| was especially pleased since it had been awhile since we'd
won and two of the family sailed with me. For Brenda and
Tommy it was an experience they won’t forget.
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The sixth race was triangular, There was a shift just before
the start to favor the boat end of the line. The majority of the
boats were at the buoy. Dyck was the first boat at the
committee hoat and Neville was the second. Shortly after the
start Dyck crossed the whole fleet on port. He was first to the
mark, followed by Neville. By the second mark the fleet had
closed on them. Shortly after, Shore gained the lead and easily
held it to the finish,

We had a bad start because we had a snap between the jib
clew and jib sheet fall apart and we were unable to sheet the
jib. We followed the shifts, which took us pretty much left on
the course. We thought we were in fair position and then on
the last port tack to the mark the wind shifted right again and
we ended up probably 30th to the first mark. We showed our
true form in getting the spinnaker fouled up badly but the
wind became quite shifty and from there we seemed to do
nothing wrong.

A couple of times sailing lo leeward, people’s spinnakers
were collapsing while ours stayed full. We picked up groups of
boats at a time, rounding the last leg sixth or eighth. We
tacked to starboard, at times close to laying the finish. Most
boats continued over to shore., When we got lefl we found we
had a shift that brought us back to third, just behind Buckup
who was unable to hold us to the finish, With a possibly
undeserved second place, in this race, we completed a most
successful regatta,

The social events were also memorable occasions. Midweek

there was a wine and cheese party hosted by the Town of
Spiez at the castle overlooking the harbor.

The party given by Claude Lambelet and his wife was held
on the porch of the hotel, overlooking the harbor. The wine
and food never ran out.

A pisco sour party given before a race, by Carlos Navarro
and other Peruvians, was also a lot of fun, Nobody dares drink
too many of these very potent drinks,

The last of the parties was the banquet held at a gambling
casino in Interlochen, in a richly wood paneled room
decorated with many flowers. The first and second place boats
were displayed inside this room with their sails up.

Speeches thanking the various organizations and commit-
tees for their work were followed by the awards,

The trophy for first place was a marine chronometer with
cups and watches for the crew. Brenda who was the woman to
finish highest in the regatta received a sterling silver necklace,
Other prizes consisted of cups and famous Swiss watches.
Daughter Jane was presented a bouquet of flowers because
some sailors made a mistake and threw her in, instead of
Brenda, along with me. Tom and Brenda disappeared very
quickly and have not been thrown in YET for their victory.

The next day we took a trip by cog rail and cable car with
the Schmieges to the top of Schilthorn Mountain, which
afforded a beautiful view of snow and other mountains. At the
top we saw the Nevilles and the Navarros.

The next day we had to return by charter.



THE WORLDS

By Nevilles

The Eleventh Lightning World Championships were con-
ducted on picturesque Lake Thun, Switzerland. The lake is
situated in the middle of Switzerland, bordered in the distance
by Alps and rimmed with foothills. The topography provides
breathtaking scenery but does not seem to be conducive to
strong or steady winds.

Foreign sailors either shipped their own boats or rented
local ones. The local boats available were “Euro-Lightnings”
produced by a relatively new European builder. While they
proved to be very good (the second and third place finishers
rented Euro-Lightnings) some boats required maintenance,
Larry MacDonald’s boat was missing a skeg which was not
repaired until the first day of official races and Jim Crane’s
boat bottom was covered with an anti-fouling paint which had
to be wetsanded off; repeatedly.

Because of boat problems and inclement weather, there
were few full-scale practice races. Unfortunately, many of the
practice races were held in an unusual east wind which never
recurred during the course of the regatta. The dominant wind
was an afternoon thermal from the west with reasonably
predictable behavior. Each race was a variation on that theme,
Occasionally it was lighter and shiftier; occasionally it was
affected by storm winds. Once there was a 180° shift for an
interesting dead-downwind finish.

The first official day of racing was the worst day of racing.
There was no race. Late in a windless second day, now two
races behind schedule, boats were sent out amid rain squalls
and thunderstorms to get in a fourlegger with a downwind
finish., The subsequent races were less dramatic. The regatia

“breathing” Dacron
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ended with an eternally long course consisting of three
triangles and a windward in very light, fluky air.

The non-racing events were a little more interesting. The
Swiss provided many unigue social events. There was a wine
party in a local Spiez castle and a fondue dinner at a
traditionally Swiss chalet. The social events were sponsored by
a cigarette company Muratti Ambassador, and the hostess
Edith Hess was quite an ambassador.

Fortunately, the racing schedule was such that the day of
the banquet was free. Many sailors took short trips to the
nearby Jungfrau range in the Alps, rode on cog railways or
cable cars, visited picturesque mountain villages. Others went
shopping in Thun or Interlaken, the two nearby cities, or just
took a ferry around the lake (as if we hadn’t been on the lake
enough).

The banquet was a spectacular finale, Sailors were brought
by bus to a casino in Interlaken, served cocktails amid
fountains and flowers in the casino gardens, then wined and
dined in the casino ballroom. The weather was an aberration
of its usual pattern and provided clear skies and pleasant
temperatures,

The casino itself defies description. The banquet room held
a stage and a large open area for dancing by the stage. Beside
all this were dining tables for two hundred people and two
fully-rigged Lightnings, those of champion, Tom Allen, and
runner-up, Mario Buckup! There was good food, plenty of
wine, and a jovial atmosphere. Each boat received a trophy in
a brief ceremony. After the awards ceremony was dancing
until late into the night when the last buses returned to Spiez.
Thus ended the Eleventh Lightning World Championships,
Lake Thun, Switzerland.
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WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

by Peter Herzog and Hans K. Rahn

Bob Smither was presiding the World Meeting in October
1975 at Salinas, Ecuador, when the decision was made by the
Class, that the next Worlds would be held in Switzerland, upon
invitation of the Swiss District. “There won’t be a Swiss Navy
present to organize and assist in the organization of the World

Championship™, mdicating that this valuable asset in most of

the countries, where World Championships were held, would
have to be replaced by a private organization and much
personal effort. The sailors at Salinas appreciated this “big
problem™ with a broad smile.

18 months of intense preparation preceded the Champion-
ship at Spiez. Upon our return from Ecuador, a management
committee was immediately set up and the different depart-
ments attributed to responsible members of the Class as well as
the Yacht Club Spiez. The latter would be responsible for the
races and the District for housing, entertainment, boat
availability and transportation. As the different Swiss sport
organizations had no money available for even such a large
event, a special fund raising committee had to see to it, that
the necessary money be made available through a private fund
drive. The $1,000 in our district chest would certainly not be
sufficient.,

Paralle! to the organization of the Worlds, the development
and launching of the new Europe-Lightning was a second
project to be realized. We all knew that much of the success of
the Worlds would depend on our capability of putting at
disposal a fleet of boats available 1o overseas participants who
were not in a position to ship their boats to Switzerland. Back
in October 1975, the Europe-Lightning was just on the
drawing-board of Ruedi Fluhmann,

At the opening ceremony, after hundreds ol hours of
meetings, a fund drive which resulted in contributions totalling
$12,000, 16 Europe-Lightnings having been built, of which 12
for charter, an attractive tourist package available for sailors
and onlookers, everything seemed to be ready to get the
Worlds off to a start. The only part of the Championship in
which our influence could not be exercised would be wind and
weather.....

But from 12 different nations, 53 crews were happily
watching their national flags raising at the pole and enjoying
the soft drinks and the sausages offered by the organizing
Club.

Peter Herzog recalls the racing days as follows:

First day:

While on the previous two training days for tune ups a fine
wind with sunshine was prevailing, the World Championship
started off with a capricious demonstration of nature. Wind
puffs and lulls changed in short intervals and the gun for the
first start went ofl in a terrible thunderstorm which left our
barechested South American friends rather perplexed under
the black rainy clouds. The race was called off, the tempera-
ture dropped and the wind died down leaving 53 crews rather
unhappy without a race sailed and with nothing much left but
a tow-back to the port.

Second day:
With much trying of our patience and with wind shifts up
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to 1809, the first race was brought in. At the finish line the
hoats arrived with their spinnakers set, and we saw the
defending World Champion Buckup/Fenneherg/Christian from
Brazil leading the fleet, which they had under good control
being on the leeward side of the race course, in front of the
American Bill Buckles. They were followed by the surprisingly
good Swiss crew Hess/Frei/Haberli, crossing the line in front of
the US crew Neville/Neville/Neville and the crew of Claude
Lambelet of Switzerland. Tom Allen sailed with an 8th place
his throwout race. The rumor was passed around after the race
that some of the sailors would protest against the race
committee, but in the end an official protest was not
deposited.

Third day:

On an equilateral course the second race was sailed, leaving
only a beating leg of one mile due to the narrowness of the
lake. After the first leg Mario Buckup was to be found again at
the head of the fleet, but under spinnaker Tom Allen seemed
to be developing tremendous power and speed and overtook
clearly. Finishing first, he demonstrated that he and his US
friends could dominate the event, since in the following places
there were only boats with the national letters US to be seen
on the main sail. Among the first ten, eight North Americans
were to be found and only Mario Buckup with a second place
defended his position well. On place 6 surprisingly the Swiss
crew of Hanspeter Schmid sailed tactically a good ruce,

On the same day the starting gun for the third race went
off, a good decision since the north-castern wind blowing Bf
24 kept on. Tom Allen sailed an impressive start - finish line
winning race and also the following places were held by US
sailors will Bill Shore, Bob Hutchinson and Jim Crane
establishing themselves well. Despite a fifth place, Mario
Buckup could retain his leadership in the general classification
and Claude Lambelet from Neuchatel was the best European
with a sixth place.

Fourth day:

Here again, Tom Allen could not be matched. With his third
cansecutive victory he moved to place number one in the
general classification. As on the previous day a north-easterly
wind was blowing, calming down towards the end of the race.
By now the Ecuadorian Dieter Dyck seemed to have discover-
ed the trick in the local sailing situation and his second place
confirmed him as a good sailor, In the prevailing shifting winds
the tactical superiority of the US sailors was clearly visible.
Despite some unsuccessful starts of US boats seven were
among the first ten at the finish line. Only Swiss Champion
Jean Hess, as the only European, could be discovered in the
leading group where he could retain his ninth place until the
finish line.

Fifth day:

Still no changes! Despite a failed start, Tom Allen with his
blue Lightning was leading the field at the finish line with a
considerable advantage. With this race the title of the World
Champion was definitely assured. Also in this race, the
ever-dreamed-of thermic winds would not come in and we had



to settle down again for the north-westerly winds. The first leg
would decide the course of the race and those sailors covering
the Ho Chi Minh trail would come out in front. It is quite
significant that the Swiss would have so much difficulty in
coming to grips with the situation in their own country, while
our overseas guests, particularly the Americans would almost
easily find their way to top places. The European Champion,
the Swiss Jean-Claude Du Pasquier was fifth at the windward
mark, crossing the finish line in the third position, confirming
with this result that boat speed was not the problem. Just
before him Jim Crane crossed the line in second position, Bill
Buckles arriving fourth, followed by the longtime leader Dieter
Dyck from Ecuador. Against these top positions, Mario
Buckup had to bury his dreams of a title defendant with his
eighth place.

Sixth day:

Finally a victory of former World Champion and sailmaker
Bill Shore. Tom Allen was to turn out his most gentlemanlike
side and crossed the starting line with some of the last boats.
Shifty winds assured a turbulent race and confronted the
sailors with ever changing situations. For the first time there
were numerous boats bumping into each other, but with the
new 720-rule, these mistakes could be compensated. The crew
of Dieter Dyck was almost all of the race in front, but in the
end they left a windshift unobserved which threw them back
by eighteen places. The last beat Tom Allen started at
fifteenth place but at the finish line he crossed it in second

position behind Bill Shore. Mario Buckup was third in front of

six. North American boats, demonstrating also this time

superiority. On tenth place we found Ruedi Fluhmann, builder
of the Europe-Lightning with his crew Erni/Spinnler.

Tom Allen fourth World Champion

Twelve years after winning the World Championship title in
Naples, the American boatbuilder, Thomas G. Allen, with his
daughter Brenda and son Tom triumphed for the fourth time in
the Lightning Class. Under the typical Swiss conditions of light
shifty winds Allen demonstrated surprising superiority. Mainly
his own nationals were caught by surprise by the demonstra-
tion of the boatbuilder from Buffalo, who showed dominating
technique on Lake Thoun, Allen was already well known in
Switzerland and Europe before this victory on the Swiss
mountain lake, but by now this most well known American
Lightning sailor seems to become a legend.

8 US boats among the first 10 positions are speaking a clear
language and the unsuccessful defending World Champion
Mario Buckup from Brazil who earned silver medals at the
Worlds is convinced that with the absent Goldsmith, Fisher
and Bryant three contenders for the world title were missing,

The honor of the South Americans was saved by the
Hamburg born Dieter Dyck, sailing under the Ecuadorian flag
with his sons and, after a difficult beginning, obtained a sixth
place in the general classification. There were 4 South
American boats among the first 10 at the last World
Championship.

But the Europeans, who have made great efforts in the past
few years in improving boats and crews, still have trouble to
get in contact with top places and had to remain content in
their role as starlets at the IXth World Championship. Some of
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the Swiss, at times, obtained good results in the individual
races, but in the general classification we have to move down
to the 12th place to find the Swiss Champion Jean Hess with
his crew Frei and Haberli. Finland appears on the 25th place
with V. Tapola, I. Tapola and P. Nyman, whereas the best
[talian boat ranked 32nd with Luigi Merola and his longtime
friend Franco Lo Sardo with his son Marc. But if the present
trend of sailing more races with better boats and intensified
training keeps on it is to be observed in Switzerland, it is not
to be excluded that on the next World Championship in
Europe, one or more boats could be found among the first 10.

But in the meantime there is much to be learned from our
friends across the “big pond”. A clear demonstration of
continuity in performance was given by the New Yorker Jim
Crane, who has never won a race but always was to be found
among the first 10, which resulted in the 3rd place in the
general classification, But also James D. Neville from Cleveland
reached his 4th place only with regular performance in top
positions, followed by the gynecologist D. P. Delorme of
Washington.

So much for the races. All in all there was no doubt, Tom
Allen was the best sailor on Lake Thoun and the honours well
deserved.

While the weather had played quite a few tricks during the
Championship the reserve day opened up the mountains to our
foreign guests and they all took advantage of the possibility to
visit the surrounding mountain peaks on a beautiful day, while
the long expected thermic wind blew somewhat teasingly over
a deep blue lake. While our guests were enjoying the day,
fleet members of Lake Thoun were preparing for the evening.
The ladies in beautiful gowns and the gentlemen donned in
etiquette made their appearance at the closing banquet in the
late 19th-century-style Kursaal of Interlaken, Under the
colorful roof the two winning Lightnings were displayed and
in reaching distance for the many curious eyes of competitors
and guests. After a fine dinner the honours were awarded to
the new World Champion Tom Allen and his crew Brenda and
Tom jun., followed by the 52 crews who made this 1X World
Championship the largest Worlds ever held in the history of
the International Lightning Class.

SPIEZ,
THE WORLDS AND THE TOURIST

By Richard Embleton

[ am sure that, over the years, each of us has imagined the
perfect setting for a major regatta. For many, no doubt, the
site of the 1977 World’s Championship might seem to be this
perfect setting. A small village nestled against the beginnings of
the most powerful mountain system in all of Europe, with a
small glacial lake of emerald green at its feet. Two outlying
folds of the Alps jut skyward directly across from the village,
to act as a backdrop for the duel to come. A Medieval castle
built on the edge of the harbour, with vineyards set behind
and extending up the hillside, create what surely must be one
of the most spectacular settings for any World’s Champion-
ship.

And yet, a flaw. The prevailing wind patterns of July fail to
materialize and within a few days the sailors are being called
down to their boats at eight a.m. in hope of a morning breeze,
Often they would wait until late afternoon before a race could
be started.

One quiet day, after waiting several hours the boats were
called out to the course. Wind was about to come. Now, this
particular day the temperature was in the mid-gighties, the
wind was light and the sailors dressed accordingly; short
sleeves and short pants were the order on most boats. No
sooner had the race begun than a thunder storm funnelled
through the valley. By this time, as | watched hail bouncing
off the boats, and lightning flashing everywhere 1 was
beginning to appreciate the fact that I was here to watch the
races, not to compete. This feeling was further strengthened
when the boats came in, with crews blue with cold from the
glacial melt water of the lake, and white with fright from the
passing storm.

The regatta at Spiez must be considered one of the best
from a spectator point of view. The host club had arranged a
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spectator boat for the races which was superb. The boat was at
least 100 feet long and provided both open deck areas and
spacious salons from which the races could be watched. The
Captain did an excellent job of positioning the boat along the
course 5o that we could see all the action and hear much of the
conversation as Italians calmly asked Americans for a bit more
room at the marks.

This regatta was in other respects also a “tourist™ regatta.
While the sailors waited a good part of every day for the wind
to fill in, those of us not racing could take advantage ol our
spectacular location for short trips to shop in Interlaken or
Berne, to ride the cablecars to the top of the Shilthorn, or to
the ice fields of the Jungfrau, Many of the people not racing
took two or three days and travelled to France, Germany or
Austria, or just spent time visiting the sights of Switzerland. So
much is so close in Europe, it was a shame to be there and not
get to see a good deal of the country.

Meanwhile, the competition was developing on the race
course, Some of us found a trail up through the vinevards
behind the castle to a cliff that overlooked the entire race
course. Here one could see the race develop far below.
Spectators from Equador, Peru, ltaly, the United States and
Canada gathered here, shared binoculars, and wished each well,
as far below the competitors vied for the favoured wind.

Mario Buckup won the first race, and Tom Allen com-
mented that everyone, except one, was going to do betler in
the next. Indeed, Mario hoped only to do as well in the races
to come. Such was not to be, for Thomas Allen won the
second, the third, and then the fourth race. Now the loud
speaker on the spectator boat was all “*Der yacht Allen.” as the
Europeans looked on in awe at this Magician who was
continually finding the shortest course in the tricky wind-



shifts.

And then the final race. By now the spectator boat was in
an uproar at the mere mention of the Allen boat, But at the
weather mark it was Bill Shore who finally broke out and took
the lead. At the gybe mark he was over five minutes ahead of
the second place boat! But the concern was with Allen.

Where was Tom Allen?

By the midpoint of the race Tom was in twenty-ninth
place. Even his most stalwart supporters felt that this would
not be a good race for the Allens.

Bill Shore finished with a lead of over three minutes on the
next boat,

“But who is this? Who is coming in as the second place
boat?”

“It’s Mario Buckup!”

“Isn’t that Allen coming across on port?”

“It is going to be very close!™

Then followed one of the most spectacular finishes that |
have ever seen. A short quick tacking duel that put Tom Allen
on the right side of a sudden gust and left Mario fifty feet
from the finish, and the regatta was over. The spectator boat
was alive with cheers and a race that meant nothing to the
final results had become Tom Allen’s finest effort. Congratula-
tions to both Tom Allen and Mario Buckup for a fine regatta,

IX WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

Final Boat
Position # Skipper and Crew Country 1 2 2 4 5 6 Points
1 13111 Thomas G. Allen, United States (8) 1 1 1 1 2 6
Brenda Allen, Tom Allen
2 7495 Mario Buckup Brazil 1 2 5 b (8) 3 16
Joaquim Fene’:erg, Ralph W. Christian
3 116568 Jim Crane, United States 6 (24) 4 6 i) 8 26
Steve Nightinglalc, Eugene Peters
4 13122 James D, Neville United States 4 5 (29) '} 13 5 34
Candy Neville, N'anr:y Neville
5 12863 Donald P. Delorme, United States 12 4 8 17 (19) 6 47
Wanda Delorme, Leigh Hopkins
6 12338 Dieter Dyck Ecuador 5 T (26) 2 b 19 48
Lars Dyck, Olaf Dyck
7 10809 ill Shore, United States (26) 11 2 23 11 | 48
Bonnie Shore, William Hartnett
8 11800 Jim Carson, United States 14 3 14 13 (21) 9 53
Michael Schoen, Paul Gelenitis
9 13161 Bill L. Buckles, United States 2 17 15 21 4 (26) 59
Matt Burridge, David Wilber
10 13158 Robert Adams, United States 17 16 A 16 10 (17) 66
Tay Adams, Jenny Adams
11 12499 Bob Hutchinson, United States 32 21 8 3 (33) "11 70
Bob Heick, Eric Olving
12 13099 Jean Hess, Switzerland 3 27 (31) a 18 14 71
J. Frei, Andy Haeberli
13 12860 John M. Meclntosh, United States 18 18 17 15 (25) 4 72
Olin T. Melntosh, Carol Peters
14 12355 Richard W. Hallagan, United States 24 10 (28) 18 T 13 72
David Hallagan, Arnold Schwartz
15 12796 Carlos Arteaga, Peru 13 (486) 19 4 22 15 73
Alixe Sears (& Anne Allen), Max Zimmerman
16 12951 Rudolf Fluhmann, Switzerland 11 12 22 19 (26) 10 74
Alein Aerni, Hans Spinnler
17 12572 Claude Lambelet, Switzerland 5 14 6 (31) 30 23 78
Laurent Lambelet, Peter Herzog
18 12952 Peter Bernasconi, Switzerland 10 13 (45) 28 12 18 81
Rolf Goetschi, Fritz Pfister
19 12659 Jaime Fernandez, Chile (37) 19 34 14 9 7 83
Tristan Aircardi, Max Bunster
20 12262 Larry A, MacDonald, Canada 23 20 20 8 (24) 12 83
Larry W. MacDonald, Paul Finkel
21 13067 Jean Claude Dupasquier, Switzerland 28 9 21 (36) 3 24 85
Jann Dupasquier, Joel von Allmen
22 10795 Stu Nickerson United States 34 (38) 11 11 15 16 87
Sean CamEbeli. Susan Chamberlain
23 12280 Tryg Jacobson, United States 16 26 13 25 (40) 20 100
Mike Elmergreen, Mike Dooley
24 12877 Calvin H. Schmiege, United States 7 29 (44) 38 6 22 102
Karen Schmiege, Don Evert
25 12761 Vesa Tapola, Finland (44) 15 37 12 14 39 117
llkka Tapola, Pertti Nyman
26 12466 Fisk Hayden, United States 20 (34) 32 30 23 21 126
Bill Dodge, Linda Penfield
27 11021 Hugo Cuneo Chile 27 23 (46) 10 37 32 129
Hernan Baraimna, Rodvigo Zuazola
28 10898 Hans Peter Sehmid, Switzerland 46 G 12 (49) 38 33 135
Res Hofer, Kurt Iseli
29 12805 Antti Ruuskanen, Finland 42 8 16 42 27 (54) 135

llpo Hanninen, Kari Kahkonen
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30 13070 Hans Rahn,

Finn Andersen, Thomas Huber
31 XXX Homero Came,

Peter Vollmyn, Silvo Merz
32 13061 Luigi Merola,

Mario Lo Sardo, Franco Lo Sardo
33 12320 Hans Luthy,

Christoph Luthy, Dominique Luthy
34 11011 Manuel Gonzalez M.,

Christian Parro, Filipe Galvez
35 13114 Carlos Navarro,

Elvira Navarro, Enrique Conterno
36 12637 Urs Wyler,

Rudolf Wyler, Peter Wyler
37 13066 Jean-Pierre Monnier,

Jacques Sillig, Gilbert Despland

a8 XXX Anibel Gatti,
Jurg Weilenmann, Jane Allen
39 8411 Javier Pascuchi,

Maria C. A. de Pascuchi, Dave Peters
40 12435 Kari Maenpaa,

Oki-Matti Wikamn, Pekka Pentinsaari
41 12909 Hartti Nisonen,

Ilpo Nisonen, Antero Uitto
42 6558 Michael A. Norris,

Albert Lunnerdal, Dominigue Marechal
43 8763 Nando De Amicis,

Matteo Bortolaso, Alberto De Amicis
44 9436 Lars G. Hammar,

Harry Hammar, Simo Koski
45 12919 Leif Haglund,

Ahti Immonen, Veikko Valkama
46 12258 Pertti Pyy,

Ritva Pyy, Lauri Heikkila
47 12526 Walmor Gomes Soares,

Valerio Gomes Soares, Antonio Dondei
48 XXX

Erich Schimmel

A. P. Unwalla, Fali Unwalla
49 10715 Ernst Schar,

Roland Baumgartner, Urs Schar
50 129056 Antonio De Vita,

Ignazio Martinez, Paolo Messina
51 12061 aspare Giacalone,

Guiseppe di Girolamo, Vito Caimi
52 12904 Gianni Pellegrino,

Mario Marino, Gian Domenico Messina
53 13068 Bruno Magoni,

Ettore de Angelis, Giovanni Rizzieri

Did Not Start =
Did Not Finish %“g’““ 64
Disqualified 55
(x&hrow-ﬁui Race

Replacement Number

Switzerland
Uruguay
Italy
Switzerland
Chile

Peru
Switzerland
Switzerland
Argentina
Argentina
Finland
Finland
Brazil

Italy
Finland
Finland
Finland
Brazil

India
Switzerland
Ttaly

[taly

Italy

Italy

20
19

33
a0
31
22
39
(41)
21
(54)

36
42
25
31
30
(41)
35
32
47
33
45
40

(48)
18

22
(50)

16

41

(54)

(49)

I.L.C.A. Official Pocket Patch

Red Lightning Flash on white circle
embossed on navy wool background.
I.L.C.A. and laurel leaves hand ebroi-
dered in bullion. Size approximately 4"

x 414",

Cost $11.00. Send check with order to |, L.C.A,
office, 808 High Street, Worthington, Ohio

43085.
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IMPRESSIONS OF THE

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP IN
NUMANA, ITALY

by Jean-Claude DuPasquier, Fleet 169

Let us write first about the hearty welcome of our Halian
friends in Numana, everything was done for our feeling great.
Every night we were invited to a private estate where we could
enjoy magnificent buffet and delicious Italian wine. At one
of these parties, authentic folk dances were performed, just for
us, by peasants of the region in their beautiful typical dress.
All the members of the club, and especially the ladies, did
their utmost for us ashore so that everything was easy and
natural. I should add that my crew and | had special support
from our [talian friends, being among the best right from the
start, and their enthusiasm helped us a lot in our good result.

But our good preparation, starting with the equipment of

my new Tom Allen boat in April, helped us also. My crew did
the most part of the work and this made both of them more
interested in the boat and its performances. We had found a

BRYANT
SPARS

Builders of:

HIGH QUALITY
AND THE MOST UP TO DATE MASTS
AND BOOMS IN THE LIGHTNING CLASS.

Ask Mark or

built spars.

Matt about their latest custom

716-894-8282

Bryant Spars

63 Stanley St.
Buffalo, New York
14206
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terrific speed that seemed to impress our competitors!
Anyway, we had this feeling, and this is very important for
being able to win, and often this feeling does not stay very
long (see our finish in the World Championship!).

Speaking of the races, they were well organized on a
splendid racing area along the beautiful Adriatic coast, We had
mostly steady wind from 2 to 4 Beaufort, except the first two
races which had a changing light wind, With the northwest
wind blowing for the other four races, there was no other
possibility than tacking towards the coast on the upwind leg;
even if one seemed to reach the weather mark directly, one
had to tack again and again in the other direction to be sure to
round the mark. This did not suit everybody!

The level of the competition was fairly good for Europe;
the fighting took place mainly between Finnish and Swiss
boats. The Italians still have a good job to do for recovery of
their past supremacy, and they will make it if their enthusiasm
is spread over to more competitors.

My personal conclusion of this championship: since then
Numana is also the name of my boat!!!

Euwropean Champions, Jean Claude Du Pasquier, Jann Du

Pasquier and Joel von Allmen. Photo Credit — Daniel Forster



1977 EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP

Final Boat Race Finishes
Position # Skipper & Crew 1 2 3 4 5 6 Points
1 213067 dJ. C. Dupasquier 1 4 1 6 1 (7) 19.7
Y. Dupasquier, J. V. Allmenn
2 L12805 A, Ruuskanen 4 3 3 5 (7T} 2 32.4
K. Kahksonen, 1. Hauninen
3  Z12572  C. Lambelet 3 1 (6) 3 5 6 34.8
P. Herzog, L. Lambelet
4 Z12951 R. Fluhmann 6 6 2 4 3 (RET) 37.4
A. Herni, H. Spinker
5 L12761 V. Tapola 11 9 (18) 1 3 1 37.7
P. Nyman, [. Tapola
[ 212637 U. Wyler 9 i 5 2 (10) 4 49
P. Wyler, R. Wyler
T £10898 H. P. Schmid (DNF) 5 10 Vi 8 5 65
R. Hofer, K. Iseli
8 L12909 H. Nisonen 10 (DSQ) 7 10 5 11 72
I. Nisonen, A. Vitto
9 113068 B. Magoni (DNF) 8 20 19 4 3 78.7
E. DeAngelis, G, Rizzieri
10 [13061 L. Merola 12 (21) 8 8 13 8 79
M. Lo Sardo and F. Lo Sardo
i Z13070 H. K. Rahn 2 (RET) 11 12 9 13 82
F. Andersen, P, Osterwalder
12 Z13074  H.J. Zollinger 8 11 14 (16) 11 10 84
R. Meyer, J. Weilenmann
13 I B763 N. DeAmicis 5 14 (23) 11 17 12 88
M. Bortolaso, A. DeAmicis
14 L12493 T. Patosuo 15 10 13 15 (15) 9 92
M. Patosuo, J. Haila
15 L12918 M. Paloma 13 12 12 9 (18) 16 92
H. K. Paloma, M. Ulen
16 L 9436 L. Hammar 2 2 4 (DSQ) RET RET 98
H. Hammar, S. Koski
17 Z125671 R. Herzog 14 17 9 (21) 16 18 104
L. Herzog, P, Sager
18 112427 A, Vivani (DNF) 15 19 17 19 20 120
C. Armeni, A. Moroni
19 1 9316 V. Bardi (DNF) 20 17 22 21 15 125
R. Mandrioli, U. Gasparini
20 112905 R. Crucitti DNF 13 15 13 20 (DSQ) 127
F. Giacalone, I. Martinez
21 113037 M. Salvetti (DNF) 18 22 14 12 RET 132
F. Saulini, G. Salvetti
22 112475 M. DiSegni (DNF) 16 18 18 14 (DSQ) 134
M. Federici, M, Mieli
23 112297 F. DeRegis (DNF) 19 25 24 22 14 134
0. Ciurnelli, S. Rustichelli
24 I 9450 S. Tremante (DNF) 23 21 20 RET 17 147
L. Tezza, G. B, Perin
25 I 7568 G, C. Chielli (DNF) 22 26 25 26 22 151
V. H. Mearini, A. Rossi
26 I110781 P. Rosi (DNF) 25 24 23 RET 19 157
M. Rufini, F. Filippi
27 I 9171 5. Belgenio (DNF) 28 30 28 23 23 162
P. Belgenio, M. Belgenio
28 111320 V. Talamonti (DNF) 29 29 27 25 24 164
M. Matteueei, S. Pomioli
29 1 7813 G. C. Orazi (DNF) 24 28 26 RET 21 165
V. Graciotti, R. Rispogliati
30 I 9612 F. Gherlantini (DNF) 26 32 31 27 26 171
V. Spinsanti, F. Breno
31 110875 V. Cremonesi {DNF) RET 27 29 24 26 172
P. Gnagni, E. Bassotti
32 110916 A, Pelonara (DNF) 27 3 30 28 27 173
F. Formichini, P. Donati
33 I 9308 B. Roecheggiani {DNF) RET DNS DNS RET 28 202

V. Fava, L. Bozzi
( ) Throw-Out Race
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XXV EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP

by Nanco De Amicis

The 1977 European Championship was held June 26-July
3, in Numana on the Adriatic coast, hosted by the Circolo
Nautico Numana and by the Italian District.

A very good organization by all the local authorities
permitted an easy parking for thirty-three boats, trailers and
cars.

Besides the welcome cocktail-party and the final ceremony
with prize-giving and banquet, three wonderful garden-parties
were offered to all the participants.

The friendship was unforgettable,

Helen Limbaugh with her husband Jay and the pretty niece
Sherry were with us, Unfortunately their trip in Italy was too
short, but their meeting with the Italian Lightning Sailors was
very enthusiastic and all the district’s members were grateful
for the visit, it was a very pleasant surprise.

The race committee with Chairman Giuseppe Volpi, our old
friend, and the International Protest Committee with Chair-
man Mr. Marsilio Vidulich did a very good job. The secretarial
service was excellent.

The races were sailed with 33 boats from three nations only
because Greece was absent,

The delegations were: Finland with 6 boats, Switzerland
with 8 and Italy with 19 boats,

For the Italian Lightning Sailors the final result was valid
for the District Championship and for the first time after 15
years an ltalian Championship was sailed with 19 boats.

It was very important to us the participation of two
complete juniors’ Italian teams and of several junior crews in
other boats.

A prototype glass boat of the new [talian builder, Salvetti
of Brindisi, was skippered by Luigi Merola the 1976 Italian
Champion,

This boat raised the curiosity and the great interest among
the participants. The new boat is a very solid glass construc-
tion and the hull’s drawing modern and competitive.

The final result of the boat was 10th, but Merola sailed for
the first time with this boat and for the first time with an oval
spar.

For this reason it is possible that Merola had several
difficulties with the tune up.

The six races were sailed with Olympic course (Soling Class
mm. 11,8) and Olympic score was adopted.

The first race, started in pleasant wind conditions, had a
finish with a very light wind and only fifteen boats were
scored because all the others did not finish in minimum time
prescribed.

The other five races were sailed with a regular NNO wind
from 10 to 18 m.p.h. in pleasant sea conditions and with
wonderful sunny days,

After three races the situation of the score was:

Ist DuPasquier, Switzerland; 2nd Hammar, Finland; 3rd
Lambelet, Switzerlind; 4th Ruuskanen, Finland; 5th Fluh-
mann, Switzerland; 6th Wyler, Switzerland.

For the Italian Championship, De Amicis was the first in
I1th position, Merola second in 12th position, Magoni and
Crucitti third ex aequo in 17th position.
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The next three races saw the break down of Hammar and
the formidable two first places of Tapola sent him up to the
final good 5th. The final results were:

I1st DuPasquier, Switzerland; 2nd Ruuskanen, Finland; 3rd
Lambelet, Switzerland; 4th Fluhmann, Switzerland; 5th Ta-
pola, Finland; 6th Wyler, Switzerland; 7th Schmid, Switzer-
land; 8th Nisonen, Finland; 9th Magoni, Italy and 10th
Merola, ltaly.

For the Italians the three good results of Magoni changed
the situation,

Bruno Magoni won the [talian Championship, Luigi Merola
was the runner up, Nando De Amicis 3rd, Alberto Vivani 4th,
Vasco Bardi 5th, Roberto Crucitti 6th.

The new European Champion, Jean Claude DuPasquier, was
the runner-up at Grandson in the 1976 Europeans in his first
regatta with a Lightning.

Previously Jean Claude sailed Finn and 470, but never a
Lightning.

He is a very nice new friend and a good new entry for the
Lightning Class. The new name of his boat is at present
."\v'rUs'.l f.‘d .'\rf.fl .

Bravo Jean Claude and Bravissimi Yann and Joel, faultless
crews!

SAILS
by
GOLDSMITH
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marketing and service.
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make sails!
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SAILS by GOLDSMITH
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THE CANADIAN OPEN

By Jay Hansen

We had been driving for 15 straight hours as a magnificent
view of Lake Superior appeared around a rocky bend. We
pulled off the road and enjoyed a crude breakfast amazed by
the awesome sights.

Asked to write an article on the Canadian Open Lightning
Championships, 1 think first of the superb scenery north of
Lake Superior. Yes, it was a long way to drive to Thunder Bay
(18 hours from Toronto), but that incredible view was worth
every minute. We were not disappointed upon entering
Thunder Bay, the grain terminal of Western Canada. The city
is beautiful and the people of the Temple Reef Yacht Club
were exceedingly anxious to make us feel at home. Countless
hours had been spent making docks and launching ramps,
organizing social functions and preparing race and measure-
ment committees. The time was well spent as the regatta was
definitely a success.

Sunday was a practice day spent by some of us sailing in
the perfect 12 knot breezes under the watchful eye of the
Sleeping Giant (a gigantic rock formation that guards the
entrance to the Bay). Monday was windy and we spent it
scaling the cliff of Mt. McKay. Our reward was an inspiring
view of the gigantic bay and twin cities of Thunder Bay.

b
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“Bonbo" #5493 — A banguer table at the Canadians.

The first race on Tuesday began in light breezes. Sulman,
Cameron and Cochrane got away quickly to the right hand
side, while we, MacDonald, and others were forced to the
unfavoured left. The second beat was equal on both sides of
the course but we felt the wind really wanted to come in from
the right. By the last leeward leg Sulman Cameron, Spence,
Cochrane and Richards were the leaders. We had caught up to
about 8th and managed to keep free air and head toward the
right, which we were convinced was better. Luckily for us the
leaders tacked away to cover each other giving us and Ken
Inglis a free shot at the windy corner. Sure enough the shift
and wind came, allowing us to cross the fleet to win with Inglis
second. Cameron was third, Sulman 4th.

As the fleet sailed down for the 2nd race the famous
Thunder Bay thermal came in like a line squall sporting winds
of 25 and a murderous chop. The reaches were wild and the
beats exceedingly wet as we planed through the cold, cold
waters of Lake Superior. Peter Sulman sailed an excellent race
to win, MacDonald was 2nd, Cameron 3rd, we were 4th, and
Sprague 5Sth.

Wednesday was a repeat of Tuesday's weather, but more
interesting, The light wind died on the 2nd reach and went 30°




to the left allowing us and others to catch many boats. Inglis
and Bob Richards, the early leaders watched helplessly as 6 or
7 boats sailed right around them. The committee then wisely
changed the weather mark to make a beat, but two of the
leaders, Cameron and Mike Vollmer chose to go to the old
weather mark, while the rest of the fleet went to the new
mark. This allowed Larry MacDonald to take the lead, which
he held to the finish. We nipped Norm Clegg for 2nd, Sulman
was 4th and Dave Sprague 5th. The most amazing of thermals
came zipping through the last leg to thoroughly wake up the
competitors. The wind went from 4 to 25 knots in about 3
minutes,

By the start of the 4th race the wind has built up to “your
basic screamer”, Vollmer, MacDonald, Hansen, Cameron and
Sprague all had good starts and by the weather mark the old
pro Cameron had a good lead with Hansen 2nd and Sprague
3rd. We caught Cameron on the reach, but reckless fools that
we were, jibed the chute, nearly losing John Vance into the icy
waters. The more intelligent sailors took down their spinnakers
and planed like crazy on the growing swells. By the end of the
race Cameron easily held us off to win, Sprague was 3rd, Clegg
4th, Vollmer 5th, Sulman 6th and MacDonald 7th.

After a memorable cruise around the harbour of Thunder
Bay on Wednesday evening, we awoke the next morning to
learn that Cameron and Vollmer were disqualified for going to
the wrong mark, If Cameron had not made the error he would
have most likely been tied with us for the series lead. As it was
we had 6 points on Sulman and 9 on MacDonald. The last race
was a leader’s nightmare, light, dying wind with very lumpy
seas and fog. Naturally our two nearest competitors went

opposite directions leaving us to fight our way up to middle
trying to cover both.

Ron Cochrane, footing well through the waves, worked his
way out to a comfortable lead which he held until the finish.
Peter Sulman seemed to find one hole too many and was never
able to threaten. We managed to work our way up to 6th,
while MacDonald took 2nd in the series by sailing well to
finish 2nd in the race. Mike Vollmer sailed well to come 3rd,
Clegg came out of the fog 4th, while Dave Sprague sailed fast
to cross Sth in the race and lock up 4th in the series behind
Sulman.

The Thunder Bay fleet did an excellent job at running the
regatta. They have an incredibly keen fleet of sailors and a well
organized series of regattas and seminars, To me, they stand as
an excellent example of how to promote Lightning sailing, but
perhaps more importantly how to have amazing amounts of
fun doing it. Certainly many Lightning fleets in Canada or in
the United States could use some of their enthusiasm and
willingness to work,

Race Finishes

Top Five:

Boat # Skipper 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th Total
11117 Hansen 1 4 2 2 6 15
12262 MacDonald 8 2 1 7 2 20
11177 Sulman 4 1 4 6 9 24
11174 Sprague 12 5 5 3 5 30
13148 Clegg 15 8 3 4 4 34

WE WILL
HELPYOU

SHORE SAILS

7 Merton Road, Newport, R.l. 02840
Tel. (401) 849-7997

1st Gavernor’s Cup
2nd President’s Cup

NORTH AMERICAN RESULTS

Another 1, 2, 3 sweep of the N.A.'s

1st Matt Fisher
2nd Greg Fisher
3rd Jay Lutz

- Full Shore Inventory
- Full Shore Inventory
- Full Shore Inventory

7 of the top ten used full Shore inventories.

- Jon Schwartz
- Denis Farley

SOUTHERN CIRCUIT

If you are travelling South this year remember, Shore
Sails have won 8 of the last 10 Southern Circuit
Regattas.

Shore Sails lead the way in easy to handle, quality
high performance Lightning sails.
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Going after the World’s, North American’s
or your fleet Championships?

—DOITINA LIPPINCOTT —

The\ first five boats in the North Americans at Buffalo
Lippmcotts, proving that there is no economical subs
for quakity.

ite for further infp

LIPPINCOTT BOAT WORK
Canal Avenue
Riverton, N.J. 08077
U.S.A.

(609) 829-2024
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XXIill SOUTH AMERICAN
CHAMPIONSHIP

by Hernan Barahona

This year the Championship was held 800 kms. south of
Santiago in Pucon, a privileged summer and winter resort along
Villarrica lake, a smoky white volcano at its back, a golf course
in a peninsula, a beautiful view over the lake, and that feeling
of spiritual peace you find in contact with the wild nature, In
this place you sail in summer and ski on the voleano in winter.
From the top of the ski course you can see five lakes.

Starting on February 24, 1977 visiting crews from Argen-
tina, Brazil, Ecuador and Peru started to arrive. One Peruvian,
two Ecuadorians, and three Argentinians brought their own
boats; among them was Mario Isola, defending runner up and
Paco Sola, one of the favorites; they sent their boats by
steamer to Valparaiso and from there the Organizing Commit-
tee transported the boats by truck to the lake.

Sail measuring, weighing boats and lending boats to crews
who had not brought their own took all Saturday 26. That
night we had the Inaugural Ceremony and cocktail party at the
“Gran Hotel Pucon” where most of the participants were
housed. This cocktail party was followed by others during the
week and [ hope all participants and guests enjoyed them,

On Sunday 27 we had the tune up race that was won by
Javier Pascuchi who took advantage of the varying wind
conditions in direction and intensity. Participants tested their
gear, met the unpredictable wind and knew there was no
current in the lake, The lake is quite big so the course was
placed about in the middle to avoid effects of the surrounding
mountains on the wind near shoreline.
1st Race

11 AM. Monday 28, As it was scheduled boats left the
beach and sailed towards the olympic triangle; three quarters
of an hour sailing in moderate wind. The wind was clearly
mcreasing and by the time boats reached the sailing area the
wind turned to be a “Puelche”, the name given by the natives
to the wind that blows 30-35 knots from the East. In half an
hour the lake was white with 35 knot puffs. The R.C. decided
to postpone till afternoon, At 3 P.M. the wind had changed in
direction 220° and blowing 4-5 knots from the S.W. The
Committee boat was favored in the starting line, but the wind
was stronger at the leeward end.

Ritter and Dyck that started on the middle and sailed to
the left rounding far ahead first and second. The wind was
light and shifty so places in the pack were changing a lot. In
the last weather leg rounding first and second were Ritter and
Dyck, 150 mts. behind was Abramowitz, fourth Fernandez,
fifth Collet and Sola, Ritter and Dyck went up the middle
playing the shifts. Abramowitz and Fernandez took a long
port tack to the right while Collet and Kunze did the contrary.
Sola went by the middle. The wind died and Ritter and Dyck
were caught in a hole in the middle. Momentaneously it
looked as thought they were lost.

A new wind appeared in the left side of the course,

Collet and Kunze tacked beyond the port tack lay line and
they were lifted to the finish line. Ritter was ahead and first;
second Kunze; third Collet; fourth Sola; Abramowitz was
seventh; Dyck sixth and Fernandez tenth,
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2nd Race

Once more this Tuesday morning Kg Puelche was over the
lake. We had to wait till afternoon when the wind veered 220°
to its normal 8. Westerly pattern blowing 15 knots, The boat
again was favored, Mario [sola and Jaime Fernandez had a
perfect start at the boat and they continued on starboard tack
towards the left, from where the puffs were coming. At the
weather mark it was Fernandez first; Isola second close
behind; third Rodrigo Zuazola and fourth Gallyas who had
showed a super speed and pointing angle in the first leg. He
passed Fernandez and they continued a private duel where in
the last windward leg Fernandez crossed Gallyas but did not
cover him. Gallyas inspired, managed to win; second Jaime
Fernandez; third Mario Isola; fourth Abramowitz. The wind
was strong and steady during all the race and positions didn’t
change too much.

3rd Race

Wednesday 11 AM. Winds from the S.W. 6-7 knots shifty.
This race started with the line about even. It seemed on the
right side there was more wind. Dyck and Fernandez sailed
toward that side playing the shifts. They rounded in that order
in a horizon job. Sola was well behind. In the second weather
leg Dyck was covering Fernandez. As they worked once more
to the right side of the course, Dyck decided to leave
Fernandez and tacked to the middle. Fernandez played the
shifts better, and he rounded first followed by Dyck: he
maintained the lead in the last leg and won easily followed by
Dyck. The recovery of Sola in this race was magnificent since
he worked up a lot of boats and ended third.

After this race the overall score started to become
interesting. J. Fernandez had 13 low points, Dyck had 16
points, Abramowitz and Collet tied with 19 and Sola 21.

4th Race

Thursday 10 A.M. All the boats were dry sailed remaining
in the black beach of the Gran Hotel Pucon at night. In the
early morning everybody was towed by motor boats to the
sailing area.

The starting line was perfect, although at times the wind
phased 10-15 degrees. Paco Sola started near the committee
boat and immediately tacked to the right in the S.W, winds of
5-6 knots. So did the Argentinians. All the boats on the right
side became stronger and lifted wind towards the mark. Boats
that sailed towards the left corner got in a hole with no wind,
On the weather mark Gatti was in the lead followed by Sola,
third Irizar, and the pack well behind. Sola with excellent
spinnaker job passed Gatti on the gybe and takes the lead. In
this lake you can recover and lose places easily so nobody was
sure until the finish line was crossed. Sola crossed first,
Fernandez came from behind and caught Gatti near the finish
line so he was second and Gatti third. Dyck was fourteenth!
Abramowitz eleventh and Collet seventh.

To compile points again. Fernandez was leading with 15
followed by Sola 22, Collet 26 and Gallyas 28. Abramowitz



and Dyck were tied with 30,

5th Race

Friday 11 A.M. Southwesterly light wind 5-6 knots phasing,

Sola was early on the race course checking sailing angles
and wind intensity, he was far away and suddenly on time the
10 minutes flag; it looked as though he wouldn’t get to the
starting line, He hoisted his spinnaker and ran to the line, the
wind dving.

The starting line was favored on the port end but it seemed
on the right side near the R.C. boat there was more wind; you
could tell this for the darker water on that side. The whole
fleet decided to start on port. One minute before the starting
gun Sola arrived near the Committee Boat, the wind was very
light, Sola decided to start near the boat, he had no
alternative. Fernandez is starting in the middle of the line
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suddenly, 25 seconds before the start he decided to go to the
R.C. boat and he crossed the stern of Sola and started on port
tack crossing very closely the bow of a couple of starboard
started by the R.C. boat. Fernandez took a short port tack and
then tacked to starboard covering Sola who was behind,
obviously he was only looking at Sola. The left side of the
course proved to be the best since puffs were coming from
that side. On the weather mark Abramowitz was first followed
by Isola. Zuazola, Pascuchi, Santos and Fernandez. Sola
rounded 12th. Positions remained the same in the two reaches,
Sola with crew Juan Manuel Neira and Jose Rafael Lecaros
once more did an excellent spinnaker job and managed to be
close behind Fernandez. Boats tacked towards the windy left
side of the course while they maintained positions. All the
flect was going there. Even on the run they gybed towards that
side of the course to get better wind no matter how long they
sailed. On the last weather leg Jose Barreda with crew
Fernando Barreda and Gonzalo de Cossio came from behind
and kept going finishing third. Abramowitz won. Mario Isola
was second; Pascuchi fourth; Fernandez fifth; Zuazola sixth;
Sola seventh; Collet eighth.

Discarding the worst race points were: Fernandez 10; Sola
15; Abramowitz 20; Collet 25; Dyck 29.

Sola could win the Championship in the last race if he
placed 5 boats between him and Jaime. Jaime with his low
score is already runner up.

6th Race

11 AM, Saturday. Wind blowing as usual from the SW, 78
knots almost no waves. As the boats arrived at the starting
line, the wind died completely. We wait for an hour; no wind.
The R.C. decided to postpone till afternoon,

Time limit for starting was 6 P.M. We waited till 5 P.M. in
the sunny beach. It was an excellent day for water skiing but
not for sailing. The lake was smooth as a cup of milk. At 5
P.M. boats were towed to the line. The drift was “blowing”
from the North, unusual in the lake, Starting line was favored
on the pin end about 20 degrees. On the start Fernandez was
more to the leeward end than Sola covering him. First start
voided.

Second start Sola started in the middle of the line and
immediately tacked to port. Fernandez also tacked to port,
slightly more to windward than Sola, Dvck tacked in front of
Jaime and he was buried. The rest of the pack chose the
leeward favored end of the starting line and after sailing 200
meters they tacked to port. Collet who had started on the pin
end was to windward of the fleet and in the light wind of 2-
knots paid a lot since he was receiving the wind first. Dyck
sailing to leeward but in front of the pack with clear air tacked
to starboard near the lay line and crossed all except Collet who
rounded ahead, then Dyck, behind were the rest, Sola who
went to the right side of the course and tacked on the
starboard lay line was backed by the wind and rounded 7th.
Fernandez was in trouble following Sola since he rounded
I5th putting Sola in the regatta lead. On the first reach also
being to windward paid and Fernandez passed one or two
boats. On the second reach there was almost no wind, some
went to leeward, Sola among them, passed a couple of boats.
Fernandez was recovering from behind and in the two legs he
passed 8 boats doing a good job with his crew Tristan Aicardi
and Javier Melero. In the middle weather leg the wind veered
90° to the left as expected and was stronger. The R.C.



changed the windward mark. In the lead was Collet with Dyck
behind, Sola third, Pascuchi fourth and Fernandez seventh.
The wind was increasing and in the last windward leg it was
blowing 18-20 knots. It was very shifty and with stronger
puffs each time, Collet managed to cover Dyck and he did the
same with Sola, Positions stayed the same except for Lol
dropping to 13th from 5th. Finally they crossed the line with
winds over 22 knots. The change in wind velocity had been so
drastic and sudden that it gave no opportunity to form a single
wave. It was incredible to be sailing to windward in such
smooth condition and be near to tipping over at any moment,

Collet first; Dyck second; Sola third; Pascuchi fourth;
Gonzalez fifth; Gallyas sixth and Fernandez seventh.

Fernandez with his crew Javier and Tristan did a tremen-
dous job in this race and when things got tough he was able to
pull himself up to win the Championship.

That night was held the Closing Ceremony in which the
trophies were awarded followed by a Dinner in the Gran Hotel
Pucon,

It was a successful regatta with all kinds of winds and lake
conditions, with a very pleasurable stay, the accomodations
were excellent, the Race Committee presided by Gerardo
Polette and Fernando Saxton authorities of the Chilean
Yachting Federation worked perfectly, thanks to all of them.

Probably this will be one remembered S.A. Championship
in which we made many good friends.

XXill SOUTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP

Final Boat
Position # Skipper and Crew
1 12659 Jaime Fernandez
Tristan Aicardi, Javier Willo Melero
2 12703 Francisco Sola
Juan Manuel Neira, Jose Rafael Lecaro
3 11037 Carlos M. Collet
Daniel E. Collet, Eduardo Weishek
4 8233 Claudio Abramowitz
Alzir Faria, Jr., Manfred Kaufmann
5 12338 Dieter Dyck
Lars Dyck, Olaf Dyck
] 11011 Manuel Gonzalez Jr.
Felipe Galvez G., Cristian Parro A.
T 8411 Javier Pascuchi
M. Cristina de Pascuchi, Mario-Abinzano
8 11043 Mario Isola
Belisario Perez, Martin Canepa
a9 12514 Gunther Ritter
Paul Devescovi, Enrique Garrido
10 12652 Pablo Gallyas
Pablo Gallyas Jr., Fernando Gallyas
11 11035 Jose Manuel Irizar
Guillermo Fox, Ricardo Fox
12 13047 Rodrigo Zuazola
Jorge Zuazola B., Cristian Barahona
13 12414 Claudio Kunze
Renato Kaufmann, Peter Nolte
14 11022 Manuel Gonzalez B,
Miguel Gonzalez O., Jorge Ross G.
15 12513 Juan Miguel Santos
Werner Moeller, Oscar Viteri
16 12519 Jose Barreda
Fernando Barreda Z., Gonzalo de Cossio
17 12679 Alberto Gonzalez
Ramon Salas 0., Alvaro Parro A.
18 12824 Anibal Gatti
Heraldo Tramaglia, Marta de Tramaglia
19 12528 Luis Loli Marti
Guillermo Loli L., Takaharu Hayashi
20 12617 Jose M. Blanco

Alberto Naya, Jorge Gonella
{ ) Throw-out race,

Country 1 2 3 4 5 6 Points
Chile  (10) 2 1 2 5 6 16
Ecuador 4 (14) 3 1 7 3 18
Argentina 3 T (9) 7 8 1 26
Brazil 7 4 8 (11) 1 11 31
Ecuador (] 8 2 (14) 13 2 31
Chile 8 9 (22) 4 11 5 34
Argentina (20) 15 7 5 4 4 356
Argentina 11 3 11 10 2 (14) a7
Peru 1 11 (14) 12 12 't 43
Chile 16 1 5 6 17 (22) 45
Argentina 8 12 (18) 9 9 12 50
Chile 12 10 15 (15) 6 9 52
Brazil 2 18 6 17 (18) 10 53
Chile 9 13 4 20 (20) 8 54
Ecuador 19 5 19 8 10 15 57
Peru 18 17 12 13 3 16 61
Chile 17 6 13 18 15 {21) 69
Argentina 15 19 17 3 18 (21) 72
Peru 13 (16) 16 16 16 13 74
Argentina 14 20 10 19 14 (21) 77
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FIRST YEAR AS A SAILOR

By Brian Beattie

Every Lightning sailor could no doubt tell a few stories
about his first year with the Class, and as someone who has
gone *‘cold-turkey” both into sailing and owning a Lightning
this year, | have plenty of them. It was a great summer, and
even though | picked up many pieces of information, it will be
a few years before I achieve any respectable results at a
regatia.

My previous boating experience was limited to several years
of navigating the Great Lakes and Ontario’s canals in my
parents’ power cruiser. While this was extremely comfortable,
it was also removed from a direct interaction with the wind
and the water. | discovered the Lightning last winter as an
ideal small sailboat, and soon bought a one year old boat
which was eventually named Fantaisie Imprompitu (12878),

The winter gave me time to prepare for sailing: through
reading, attending seminars, joining the local fleet and a club
and just generally absorbing as much information as I could.
You can not, however, learn to sail without practical experi-
ence. Once the season opened the fun really began. Other
sailors in the fleet were very kind in teaching me the ropes
(literally) of racing on the renowned “Humber Hole”, in

Toronto Bay. Yet, even after all the coaching, the first few
times that | sailed without experienced help | made some
rather embarassing mistakes,

My higgest problems involved the spinnaker. For example,
one time, it ended up disconnected except at the head, flying
like some sort of huge pennant wrapping itself around and
around the top of the mast,

As the summer progressed my mistakes were, in compari-
son, of a more subtle nature (example: not following the
racing rules), Nevertheless, in spite of my dismal performances
in the standings, 1 had a lot of fun — the regatta at Silver Lake
(Editor’s Note: he only dumped once.) and the local fleet’s
Balloon Race come to mind. This season has taught me that
the best way to learn how to handle a Lightning is-by getting
involved with the activities of the fleet, and listening to the
guidance provided by other Class sailors, whom you will soon
come to recognize as one of the friendliest and helpful group
of people around. The errors that are made are never
insurmountable, but they are inevitable. On the other hand the
enjoyment from racing a Lightning is just as inevitable.

ILCA JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP

By Jay Lutz

The North American Junior Championship was once again a
highlight of the International Lightning Class Association’s
sailing season. With 37 participants from all over the U.S. and
Canada, it was the largest turnout yet,

We arrived on Tuesday night and by 10:00 the following
morning we were ready to sail. The measuring of the boats
went extremely well with the measurement committee headed
by Matt Bryant and Jack Quigley doing a fine job.

The Buffalo Canoe Club is to be commended for running a
fantastic regatta.

Race No. 1: Winds N-NW 10-20

We started at the windward end which was favoured by
about 10Y, Randy Ruhlman was right below us. We sailed out
on starboard tack and about half way up the leg we were able
to take advantage of a starboard tack header and consolidate
on the fleet. Randy was close behind until he fell out of phase
the last part of the windward leg. We rounded about 100 yards
in front of Randy. After that, we were able to increase our
lead by receiving the fresh air, which was coming through in
puffs and luckily stayed in phase. We bulleted that race.
Randy Ruhlman glued on Larry MacDonald for second. Chris
Jones was fourth.
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Race No. 2: Winds NW 15-25

The leeward end was favoured by about 10° — that’s where
we started and missed a 15 shift favouring the windward end
right at the start. After that, it was catch up for us. Larry
MacDonald and Ted Forhecz started at the windward end and
both were looking golden up by the windward mark. Round-
ing the first mark, it was Larry MacDonald followed by Ted
Forhecz and Paul Gelenitis. We were fourth and Randy
Ruhlman fifth. The reaching leg was too tight to fly spinnakers
as Paul Gelenitis found out the hard way. We were able to get
by Paul and Ted on the reach and popped the spinnaker as we
jibed. On the next leg, we got juiced up and caught up to
Larry MacDonald.

As we approached the leeward mark, the committee found
it necessary to shorten course since it was getting late in the
day and the casualty list for boats was getting longer and
longer. At the take-down mark, Larry MacDonald rounded
first. We rounded right behind. As we came around the mark,
we tacked onto port quickly as to split with Larry, He in turn
tacked to cover us but we were able to work out slowly and
finally get by and go on to our second Bullet. Doug Heussler
came on strong to finish second, followed by Larry Mac-
Donald third, and Randy Ruhlman fourth.



After the first day of racing, things sum up this way: We
were winning with 2 points; MacDonald had 6 points;
Ruhlman 6 points; and Paul Gelenitis was still in the regatta
with 12 points,

Race No. 3: Winds NW 7-20

By now, since we got the jump on the fleet by winning the
first two races, we knew we had to keep the pressure on. With
one bad race, we could blow the regatta as fast as we could
win it,

The starting line once again was fairly even, with the
windward end favoured by just 5°. We were able to start near
the committee boat with clear air. Larry MacDonald also had a
good start and was able to, as we were, stay in phase with the
shifts up the windward leg. At the windward mark, we snuck
in first with Larry right behind. The rest of the race was a real
duel with Larry catching the better part of a 30" shift towards
the finish which made it much more interesting for the
spectators watching. At the finish line, we were first, Larry
second, Matt Burridge was third, and Brenda Allen came on
like a steamroller to finish fourth.

Race No. 4: Winds W 7-20

Once again, the Race Committee did a fine job setting lines
and courses. This line was slightly favouring the leeward end
by 59, That’s where we started, only the third layer back. Matt
Burridge had a good start and was first to the windward mark.
Randy Ruhlman rounded second and Larry MacDonald third.
We were able to catch a big port tack lift into the windward
mark and round fourth just ahead of a large pack of starboard
tackers. On the reaches, we were able to get by Randy
Rullman and round the take-down mark third. The next
windward leg was a real boat race. Matt Burridge again was
first at the windward mark. Larry glomped on us just before
rounding which enabled Randy to round third. We were
fourth. At the finish, Matt was first, Larry was second; we
were able to get by Randy on the reaches and finish=d third,

After the second day of sailing, the results were: Lutz 6
points; MacDonald 10 points; Ruhlman 16 points; Burridge 21
points; and Paul Gelenitis 29 points.

Race No. 5: Winds SW 5-15

This race we started right at the committee boat with Larry
MacDonald just to leeward. We tacked as soon as possible on
to port and sailed to the right side with Larry. At the
windward mark, Matt Burridge was first. We rounded right
with him. Dan Roshon was third, with Larry MacDonald sixth.
On the reaches, position stayed the same. The next windward
leg we got by Matt and went on to our fourth Bullet of the
series and the Championship. Matt was second and Dan
Roshon was third,

The final results were: Lutz 7 points; MacDonald 14 points;
Burridge 23 points; Ruhlman 24 points; Gelenitis 34 points.

I"d like to again thank the Buffalo Canoe Club for running a
fantastic regatta in all aspects, from the starting lines to [ree
housing, Also, thanks to my crew of Don Schon and my
brother Jody for getting me through a tough regatta.
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1977 I.LL.C.A. JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP

Final Boat Skipper and Crew Race Finishes Points
Pasition # 1 2 3 4 5
1 11784 Jay Lutz, 1 1 3 1 7
Jody Lutz, Don Schon
2 12262 Larry MacDonald 3 3 2 2 4 14
Jane Allen, Steve 1I‘qu:l'ur!enerﬂ:,r
3 13030 Matthew Burridge, 12 5 3 1 2 23
Randy Dibler, Ron Dibler
4 12420 Randy Ruhlman, 2 4 6 4 8 24
Jonette Maras, Scott Werley
5 13084 Paul Gelenitis, 6 6 11 6 5 34
Betsy Gelenitis, Frank DiFazio
6 12929 James Pindell, 8 7 8 10 6 39
Jean Hallagan, Jeff Budrow
7 12729 Doug Heussler, 14 2 7 g9 10 42
Barb Turney, John Donovan
8 12764 Eric Eiffert, 11 9 9 17 9 55
Greg Eiffert, Paul Eiffert
9 13111 Tom Allen, Jr., 10 15 12 13 7 57
Lyn Kostecki, George Grove
10 11560 Bill Fastiggi, 5 14 19 B 17 63
Chris Morgan, David Young
11 13110 Brenda Allen, 7 27 1 11 21 70
Linda Penfield, Dave Poorman
12 12220 Thomas Wynn, 20 21 & 7 22 75
Jody Beth Turner, Richard Turner
13 11972 George Francis 13 17 18 5 23 76
Jim Gelenitis, Don Foeth
14 12770 Chris Jones, 4 12 27 18 16 77
Dennis Floss, Michael Williams
15 11411 Ted Forhecz, 19 13 17 24 14 87
Patty Schon, Dick Thomas
16 12341 Bill Crow, 9 19 29 16 156 88
Steven Weedfall, Tim Cadaux
17 13051 Kevin Corr, 27 10 16 20 20 93
Chris Bruhn, Eric Wallar
18 10350 John Morley, 21 8 10 39 19 97
Phil Schemel, Mike Schoendorf
19 12100 Doug Hunter, 17 16 15 26 24 98
Jamie MacMillan, Carl Knobloch
20 12810 Dan Roshon, 25 38 20 15 3 101
Sherry Powless, Scott Gazelle
21 12861 Jim Morse, 28 23 25 14 11 101
Bill Draheim, Kevin Wiesman
22 12893 Jorge Freeland, 16 20 13 22 38 109
Mara E. Freeland, Jim Alman
23 10335 Dave Hastings, 38 11 14 38 12 113
Ann Jacob, Roger Dutton
24 12822 Jay Matteson, 18 24 22 25 26 115
Nina Ettie, John Wis
25 9695 Jim Cameron, N 18 26 12 31 118
Mark Francis, Jim Cabral
26 11117 lan Jones, 30 a8 24 21 13 126
Cindy Oak, Doug Barlow
27 12586 Charles Medlock, 22 26 34 19 30 131
Ted Chase, John Gotta
28 11217 Jack Huntsman 23 38 21 23 29 134
Doug Duprey, Stuart Smith
29 9542 Alex Agnew, 24 30 33 29 27 143
Mark Agnew, David Bennett
30 12926 Skip Wilday 29 22 28 28 38 145
Mark Hum}:ilrey. Mike Humphrey
31 12025 David Blair, 26 28 32 38 256 149
Dereck Ettie, Jeff Fishman
32 10761 Fran Suits, 38 31 a1 2T 285 155
Dan Suits, Barry Stephens
33 10534 David Hill, 32 38 30 38 18 156
Marty Digel, Paul Hill
34 11671 Peter Swartz, 15 38 38 38 38 167
Vic Maras, Jeff Borland
35 12837 Stephen Craig, 39 38 23 38 38 176
Cindy Craig, Jeff Grinnan
36 12974 Todd Grohne, 38 25 38 38 38 177
Mike Mead, Ron Brunnert, Jr.
37 12068 Chris Wurster 39 29 38 38 38 182

John L. Cuccio, Geoffrey Birdsall
37 Boats, 38 DNF/DNS, 39 DSQ.
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1977 SEARS CUP

by Will Petersilge, BLYC

I'd like to start out by telling you what a great thing the
Sears Cup is, it gives juniors something to try for, a realistic
goal in sailing. But winning doesn’t come easy, it takes a lot of
practice. In the spring of 1974 | started participating in the
Sears Cup, the National Junior Championship for three-man
boats sponsored by the United States Yacht Racing Union.

The first year we placed ninth in our quarter finals using
Thistles at Put-In-Bay on Lake Erie held by Inter-Lake
Yachting Association in Junior Race Week. In 1975 we came
back and won the quarter finals and went on to the semi-finals
held at CYC on Lake Erie in Lightnings. We placed third in a
field of eight boats. We still weren't defeated:in 1976 we only
placed third in our quarter finals. Finally in 1977, with a crew
composed of Dan Roshon, Dan Dressel and mysell as skipper
we got a break, we won our quarters which were held at
Put-In-Bay with constant 10-15 knot winds. It was the third
year for Dan Roshon on the crew and the first year for Dan
Dressel. We would represent I-L.Y.A. at the semi’s.

We then traveled to Buffalo Canoe Club, Point Abino,
Ontario for the semi-finals where again we had beautiful air,
but this time we were in Lightnings. We were all familiar with
Lightnings, so after a slow start we soon pulled out to win the
semi-finals. The Buffalo Canoe Club Lightning Fleet, club
members and race committee hosted a top notch series. We
were presented the Commodore Al Wakefield trophy for Great
Lakes Junior Championship.

Now we were on to Dallas, Texas for the finals which were
luckily in Lightnings and on an inland lake, both of which we
were most familiar. Arriving in Dallas with sun glasses and zinc
oxide in hand ready for the worst in drifters, we were greeted
warmly by a finely prepared committee. Housing was given all
contestants in private homes or condominiums of members of
Rush Creek Yacht Club. On Wednesday, August 24, we got
underway with a practice race on Ray Hubbard Lake in dying
winds which were most typical of Texas in August.

That evening Bob Chilton chaired the opening event for the
Smythe, Bemis and Sears competition. Jim Anderson, race
committee, Commodore and Mrs. Eldrige, the Mayor of Dallas
with his wife, Head Judge — Jack Bartlett and his wife, along
with our *house mother’ Linda Chilton were introduced. The
special ‘National Junior Championships’ banners were flying,
diners were seated at tables covered with sea-blue cloths with
white runners. Eager sailors and individual introductions
heightened the memorable occasion. Each skipper and crew
was presented with a ceramic plaque to commemorate the
event, A brilliant sunset below rolling storm clouds with two
bands of sun rays preceded the electrical storm. Dancing
lightning raced between clouds and the spectacle finally
brought the comment “We thought we had fireworks on the
Fourth of July, but they didn’t compare with this.” The rains
held off, the intricate lightning patterns improved, short-cir-
cuiting the clouds just over the vacht club roof. The dinner
committee won their race with the weather and deserved a
ribbon for the excellent food, fast service and utter determina-
tion to outdo Mother Nature.
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Thursday we awoke to the blowing wind through the trees
which was a true miracle and never ceased till after we had
gone home. In the first race we found out how tough our
competition was and we placed third behind Gary Ross of
Galveston Bay (Texas) and Russ Lucas of Bay Head (N.I.)
Yacht Club. By the end of the day we were in second place
behind Gary Ross. We knew we would have to work hard to
win. The competition was unbelievable and races were always
going right down to the wire. By the second day the winds had
built to 15-20 knots and crew work was of the utmost
importance. My crew of Dan Roshon and Dan Dressel worked
very well together and we managed to get a 1-4-1 which put us
well ahead of Ross who had encountered some problems
including a capsize while in first place.

Will Petersilee; Dan Roshon and Dan

Sears Cup winners.
Dressel,



Saturday the winds had again increased, puffing to 25-30
knots. In the first race of the day we had a bad start, but were
gaining fast on the second reach when our mast broke forcing
the committee to postpone the race. Resailing the seventh race
we finished fourth while Russ Lucas easily won bringing his
total points to 25 and 3/4, and ours to 19 and 1/2. After lunch
the winds had again built, now blowing over 30 knots and
puffing to 40. The Smythe and Bemis series abandoned the
race course and the Lightnings (Sears series) had a bare-mast
race waiting for a start. Needless to say the races were called
for the day,

On Sunday Donald Croty of Harraseeket Yacht Club,
Maine, was the only boat in contention for the final race.
Before the race we agreed to cover Croty at any cost. Aftera
few tacking duals we were both in the back of the fleet which
was fine with us. The rest of the race we followed Croty; he
finished fifth and we finished sixth, To show how close the
standings were -Croty was second overall going into the last
race but he finished fifth overall, only 1.25 points between
second and fifth places. Peter Truman of Richmond Yacht

SEARS CuP

1.  Will Petersilge — Buckeye Lake YC, Ohio

Dan Roshon, Dan Dressel

2; Russ Lucas- Bay Head Yacht Club, N.J,
Amy Wardel, Peter Benziger

3. Peter Truman-—Richmond Yacht Club, CA
Poppy Truman, Dennis George

4. Gary Ross— Galveston Bay, TX
John Pick, Joel Scott

5 Donald Croty - Harraseeket YC, ME
Spencer Drake, Ben Swanson

6. Don Linroth—Three Point YC, WA
Eric Kownacki, John Tanaka

7. James Chapin—Lake Norman YC, NC
John Park, Bill Man

8. Ronald Thompson—Narraskatuck YC, NY

Club, California placed third with 29.25 points and three
firsts! Russ Lucas of Bay Head totaled 28.75 for second place,
and the fourth place finisher was the Galveston team headed
by Gary Ross. Mr, Chilton and the respective judges presented
trophies on the terrace in a very impressive ceremony. Thank
you Rush Creek Yacht Club for being host.

The Sears Cup series of the National Junior Championships
was a great success and I encourage anyone between 13 and 18
years of age to compete in the sailing races of their own
organizations which support this worth-while event. Lastly, |
greatly appreciate the opportunity 1 was given by Buckeye
Lake Yacht Club, the training and encouragement from sailing
instructors such as Greg and Matt Fisher as well as George
Fisher, and the terrific support each adult and yacht club has
given the junior teams along the way. This excellent series
could not have been held without the full cooperation of the
Lightning Fleets, Thank you all!

As an added highlight, the Wakefield Trophy now has a
second generation name on it as Dan is Jim Dressel’s 13 year
old son. Jim’s name is inscribed there for 1956 and 1957.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Pts.
3 2 5 | 4 | 4 6 25.50
2 6 6 3 5 3 | 3 28.75
DQ 3 | 5 1 - § 1 29.25
| | 4 it 6 6 3 2 29.50
4 5 3 6 3 2 2 5 30.00
O 4 2 4 i 5 DO 4 44.00
5 8 7 8 2 7 5 7 49.00
T i 3 2 DQ 5 7 WD 53.00

Most of the Fleet and District Officers listed in this Year Book held office during the calendar year 1977,
Names and addresses of current officers may be obtained from I.L.C.A. Headquarters.

Some of the Members listed in the Registry of Lightning Owners have moved since the Registry was
prepared months ago. Accurate addresses may be obtained from I.L.C.A. Headquarters,

Don’t forget we offer addresssing service to Fleets, Districts and Yacht Clubs. Will address envelopes at
.035c per name for any District. Additional charge is made for the amount of postage required to mail the
envelopes to you. Names available are those of Lightning owners who are in good standing for 1977 and 1978.
This service is also available to commercial advertisers at .05¢ per name. Contact |.L.C.A. Headquarters, 808
High Street, Worthington, Ohio 43085, giving sufficient lead time.
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THE NORTH AMERICANS
AT THE BCC

Photo Credit: Mary Huntsman
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THE QUALIFIERS

Photo Credit: Harry D. Maynor
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1977 NORTH AMERICAN
CHAMPIONSHIPS
BUFFALO CANOE CLUB — CANADA

By Matt Fisher

My crew of Mary Lou Ford, my dad and myself rolled into
the Buffalo Canoe Club Friday morning at 4:00 AM., took a
little nap and got an early start getting our boat measured. |
had been on a hectic schedule and had just flown back from
England where | was fortunate to be one of the six members
of the United States Inter-Collegiate Sailing Team, sailing team
races against the British and Irish. After a great welcoming
home party by our Buckeye Lake Fleet, we got away for
Buffalo the following aftemoon,

The organization of the Buffalo Canoe Club was tremen-
dous as we expected. | have always looked forward to sailing
at the Canoe Club, not only because of its great racing, but
because I also know that the race committee work and the
over-all organization of the regatta will be ideal and this vear's
North American’s was no exception. We were very impressed
with the speed and effectiveness of the measurement people in
the club.

Unfortunately, however, it was the consensus of our crew
that it was blowing too hard to get anything accomplished so
we waited until evening and settled for a 45 minute sail before
a squall came in.

My brother, Greg, and his crew of John Wilson and Patti
Burton and my crew and myself all stayed in the same
apartment in Crystal Beach throughout the week which really
worked out great.

We all woke up early Saturday and were on the water
brushing with Greg by 9:30 A.M. While | was in England all
summer, | continually heard how well Greg was sailing up
wind. By 9:35 I found out exactly what they meant, For the
first two hours Greg really cleaned our clocks, but after several
changes and adjustments, mostly at Greg's suggestion, by
midaflternoon and no lunch, we were sailing a little closer with
him. Greg has always been one of those guys that whatever he
knows or thinks is working for him he is willing to share with
anyone, It is a great attitude.

The first qualifying day dawned with conditions somewhat
different from what we were hoping for. The winds were
steady and over 20 and | must admit that 1 was concerned
with my steering ability especially with the three to five foot
swells because | had not sailed a Lightning since the Southemn
Circuit, Looking back on the series, | can’t pick out our best
race, but I find it easy to determine that our worst race was
our first one in the qualifying series. One thing | have found in
switching classes of boats frequently (nearly all of the boats
we sailed in England were under fourteen feet) is that your
starting technique is completely disorganized. Our starts in the
first two qualifying races were terrible. My timing for the last
30 seconds was completely off. We also weren’t very pleased
with our boat speed up-wind. During the Southern Circuit in
St. Pete we thought that our speed was great when it was
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blowing, but it seems we just couldn’t put it together for this
first race, One minor change we made that helped was moving
the main-sheet leads to my outboard blocks on the back deck.
It helped settle the boat down and allowed me to concentrate
on things other than Kicking the boom back and forth.

Things fell together finally in the third qualifying race
which we won fairly comfortably, It helped regain our old
confidence and boat speed and | am not saying this in a cocky
sense, but that race really was the turning point in our
attitude.

The first championship race on Wednesday morning was
blowing from the north about 12-15 miles per hour. We
arrived at the starting area fairly early and had a good chance
to check the starting line and get our compass readings. After a
couple of recalls, the pin end became more favored and the
race started on the third try. We were ten boat lengths from
the leeward end and were pulled right to the line by Stu
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Matt Fisher North American Champion
Photo Credit: Mary Huntsman



Anderson who was right on top of us. Stu timed his start
perfectly and was able to tack and cross the fleet eight seconds
after the gun, Once we saw that he made it, we also tacked and
ended up with a good start.

Midway up the first beat, the right side (which looked poor
in the beginning) began to fill in. Shore, Lutz, Carson and
Delorme were all there and we had a tough time working our
way over from the left side. Bill Shore played the last part of
the beat perfectly and rounded first about five boat lengths
ahead of Lutz, Carson, Crane, Delorme, Anderson and
ourselves,

For the first time in a long while, we found our boat fast
down-wind. By the time we got to the jibe mark we had pulled
away from the pack behind us and it appeared that we were
gaining on Shore. Midway down the second reach we came
back down to reality and Bill Shore got one of his famous
“private puffs” and tripled the distance he had and was never
to be seen again,

The second lap we more or less conceded Bill and just tried
to stay between the third, fourth, and fifth place boats and the
mark. Shore won by two minutes, but there was a close finish
between ourselves, Delorme, Crane and Stu Anderson.

We sailed in very pleased and hoped that the wind velocity
would stay about the way it was.

We drifted out to the starting area of the second race and
with the wind still in about the same direction, we felt that the
starboard end was favored and that the wind would fill in from
the right when it finally settled in. Well, it turned out that we
were wrong on both counts. A slight shift at one minute to the
gun made the leeward end favored (which we were nowhere
near) and to top it off, we had a poor start which made us bail
out to the right side. The only thing I can remember after that
is seeing John Schneider, Don Brush, Jim Dressel and Jim
Carson on the left side, with about a 30 degree better heading
and 5 mph more wind. After that it was a long race for us.

Seriously, we learned a lot in that race that could have been
the ‘key’ to our final win. We ended up facing the fact that we
had no connections upstairs which would allow us to predict
which side would be favored, So thereafter, we decided that
we would play the middle the first half of every weather leg
and then dive for the side that seemed to be filling in. The
only way we could get ourselves in the middle of the course
was by starting in the middle of the line with clean air.

Another lesson we learned is to be conservative all the way
around the course. At one time in the race we were in
fifteenth place and very close to the five boats in front of us.
But we kept shooting corners on each weather leg hoping for
that golden top five position. A tenth or twelfth would have
been so much more comfortable than that deadly twenty-fifth.

The second day of racing proved to split the top six boats
from the rest of the fleet. The wind was light out of the south
southwest and again the weather end appeared to be favored.
As we approached the line on port at about one minute to go,
we saw twenly boats at the weather end trying for a starting
area that could only accept ten boats. We tacked below them,
but still ended up starting in the middle of the line. We noticed
most of the fleet tacking to the right side and our thoughts
flashed back to the old Buffalo Canoe Club golden rule *Go to
the right when the wind is out of the southwest”. Our luck
turned in a new direction and the wind backed to the left and
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filled in a little stronger. Jack Elfman, Jim Crane, Jim Carson,
ourselves and Greg were lined up above the fleet on port tack
in that order. Jack Elfman had first wired, but the rest of us
were very close about 400 yards from the weather mark. Greg
really poured it on and squeezed us off on port and tacked to
starboard to round the mark second. The first lap showed
several position changes with our boat moving to second and
Jay Lutz moving up to fifth. On the reaches we did happen to
notice that a lot of the big boys were back and were either
sailing their throw out or were going to have to eat one of
their precious bad races, Shore, Delorme, Allen, Dressel and
MclIntosh were all in the fifteen to thirty place area.

The race was a parade the second lap, but the final leg was a
true beat and allowed Greg to power through Elfman, Carson
and ourselves to win the race by almost a minute, We finished
fourth behind Elfman and Carson, with Lutz and Crane behind
us. Bill Shore sailed a remarkable last lap and caught at least
twelve boats to finish seventh.

The fourth race was started soon after the finish of the
third and the conditions were very similar. We started in the
middle of the line and tacked to port with the rest of the fleet.
We felt fairly fast on a long port until we got near Tom Allen
who motored away from us to round the first mark with a
comfortable lead. We rounded second, but Jim Crane and my
brother, Greg, gained a lot of distance to round right behind
us. As the reach freed up, Crane passed us on the second
up-wind leg and the three of us were bunched together, but
Greg blew through both of us to start the second lap in second
place.

The wind had died by now to three to four miles per hour
and on the second “reach” (actually a loose beat) we got air
that neither Greg nor Jim got and moved into second around
the leeward mark. Tom Allen was over the horizon by now
with a three minute ad. Meanwhile, with the three of us
playing cat and mouse, Lutz sailed from fifth right by all of us
to finish second. We finished third and Crane fourth. Greg got
caught in the left side of the course and dropped to sixth.

We felt very happy with our finishes, considering the
“survival” conditions with that twenty-fifth place constantly
staring us in the face.

On Friday Jim Crane led us around the course for two
hours ten minutes and five seconds after four legs only to have
the race cancelled because of the two hour and ten minute
time limit. It seemed everybody said they were in the top ten
at the time of the three guns, but although we had what we
thought was fourth, it would have been an extremely hectic
run and beat back since the top ten boats were within one
minute of each other in drifting conditions.

We were towed in, emotionally drained, realizing the points
were still the same after all that work.

The points in the top six were incredibly close. With a
throw-out, we had nine points; Crane, Carson and Shore all
had fourteen; Lutz had fifteen and Greg had sixteen. You have
to remember that we held an extremely vulnerable position
with that twenty-fifth leaning over our backs.

Saturday morning appeared to be the same conditions with
the winds light out of the southwest, but instead of dying, it |
picked up to about six to eight miles per hour at the start.
Again, we had four to six recalls but it should be noted that
this was not the race committee’s fault. Bill Hughes and his



committee set perfect lines, but this fleet was simply very
aggressive, All competitive fleets are having this problem today
— people are too smart to settle for being squeezed out at the
gun so there are just more and more recalls,

We had a mediocre start in the middle of the line while
Crane, Greg and Shore all had good starts but were heading to
the left. We tacked onto port and took about ten transoms but
caught a couple of shifts and worked up to fourth at the mark
just ahead of two very important boats — Crane and Greg.
Spinnaker problems moved us back to ninth and we remained
in this position until the last leg. Greg was again sailing smart
and fast and picked up two big points at the finish to end up
third, Crane was fourth and we were seventh. Shore and
Carson both had bad races. Jay Lutz had another consistent
ninth, [t is probably hard to believe, but we were very happy
that there were two contenders instead of one. We could not
afford to get in any match race with another boat because
Greg and Jim Crane both had throw-out races of eighth and
ninth. Once they got us below that place, we were in bad
shape.

Going into the last race we had sixteen points, Crane had
eighteen, and Greg had nineteen. Both of those guys had to
put two boats between us to win. Jay Lutz had twenty-three,
Shore had twenty-five and Carson had twenty-eight, so things
were still very close,

On the sail back to the starting line for the last race, we got
with Greg and checked the points of all the boats. Our
twenty-fifth didn’t seem to matter now as much as we thought
it would. Greg, Jay Lutz and Jim Crane were all so consistent
that it didn’t matter if the twenty-fifth was even eleventh. The
worst throw-out of the three was a ninth.

The pressure was on us to have a good race (top eight), even
if we beat Greg and Crane but finished below seventh, we
would lose,

With the conditions still unpredicatable, our only “game
plan™ was to stay near both Greg and Crane and not let them
getl away from us to either side of the course. Greg and I both
had the same idea since for every recall the two of us were
within two boat lengths of each other’s attempted starts. We
noticed Crane at the weather end of every recall, so we made a
mental note that he obviously wanted to go to the right.

Another thing we had learned during the series was not to
let Greg get in a near safe-leeward position (like at the start).
When we could get in a position to drive away and then point
up when he felt he needed to, his speed was incredible.

As our luck seemed to go the whaole series, the start that
counted turned out to be our best start. Greg was two boat
lengths above us and had to tack within three minutes of the
gun. Crane was buried at the weather end along with Shore.
Lutz and Carson both had excellent starts above us in the
middle of the line and about one-quarter of the way up the
beat we all tacked.

The puffs were coming in from the left and we found
ourselves in fourth place as we approached the weather mark,

We noticed Crane was in bad shape and we had to drop four
boats for Lutz to beat us (he was in first at the time), so the
series was now between Greg and ourselves. As we neared the
starboard tack layline Greg was understanding the mark by
quite a bit. Brotherly love came to a slight halt as we tacked
right on Greg’s wind. It halted even more as we matched
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Greg's next four tacks.

There was some discussion on our boat whether or not we
should be doing this quite as early in the race, but if there is
one thing | learned team racing in England all summer, it is
that if you are covering somebody you can kill him by driving
him out to the layline, We put at least three boat lengths on
Greg that we knew we would need for the next weather leg.

The distances stayed the same on the reaches and we
figured that we would not cover Greg tack for tack because
the two boats were close enough behind us that we couldn’t
afford to let them tangle in between Greg and me, Somehow
we let Greg slip out from underneath us and we lost him
midway up the second weather leg. It may sound drastic, but
we really weren’t that concerned at that time because Greg
had to put two boats between us. Jay Lutz and Fisk Hayden
seemed out of reach and Jim Carson, Greg and ourselves were
almost a minute ahead of the sixth place boat.

We sailed the next two reaches a little worried as Lutz and
Hayden started running each other up and it seemed like the
boats behind us were gaining, Going upwind the breeze picked
up to 10-12 miles per hour and Greg turned on the speed to
catch Carson. We were busy covering Bill Clawson and still
feeling a little uneasy. One-quarter mile from the finish things
took a turn for the worse. Lutz and Hayden were covering
each other a little too close for our cause and Greg was right
on their tail. Also, Phil Griffin, the winner of the fifth race,
had moved up to where he was just about even with us. The
finish line seemed to be moving away from us during the last
200 yards. We tacked with Griffin at least ten times within
100 yards. Although he was a touch faster, we held on and
Greg missed beating Fisk Hayden by a boat length at the
finish,

As we crossed the finish line, it was obvious that the
spectator fleet had not figured us to win because of our
twenty-fifth. The only cheering 1 heard was that of my dad.
The next best feeling we had was looking up at Greg and
seeing that he was as happy as we were,

It is still hard for me to conceive that we won. With the
team work that my dad and Mary Lou put together, basically
all T had to do was point the boat in the right direction,

I can’t overemphasize the advantage we had with my dad
on our boat. He always told us all the information we needed
and he really helped me keep the boat moving when we were
in a tight spot. Mary Lou has always done an excellent job in
our boat and I'm sure that she is one of the reasons our
downwind speed improved.Qur crewwork got us out of a lot of
close situations — these guys just did a super job.

Greg coming in second had to be the icing on the cake and
to think that this is Greg's first time that he sailed in the
Lightning’s North American Championship,

My thanks and congratulations to Tom Ward, General
Chairman of the North American Championships, and Bill
Hughes, Race Committee Chairman, and his great committee,
who did a great job under all conditions,

There aren’t any words to describe how | feel about
winning the North Americans. | still don’t think it has sunk in.



1977 NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP

Final Boat
Position#
1 10956
2 10860
3 11784
4 11568
5 13084
6 10909
7 10738
8 8503
9 12863
10 13111
11 12896
12 13190
13 13172
14 12729
15 13177
16 13063
17 13104
18 12466
19 12262
20 12725
21 9373
22 11117
23 13026
24 10895
25 12886
26 13059
27 13102
28 13045
29 12837
30 12978
31 124567
32 13030
33 12133
34 11469
35 13110

Skipper and Crew

Matt Fisher

Mary Lou Ford, George V. Fisher
Greg Fisher,

Patti Burton, John Wilson

Jay Lutz,

Don Schon, Mark Beaton

Jim Crane,

Candy Neville, Rob Pratt

Jim Carson,

Michael Schon, Paul Gelenitis
William Shore,

Bonnie Shore, Bill Hartnett

Phil Griffin,

Dave Crawford, John Lewis

Stu Anderson,

Paul Niederlander, [an Jones
Donald Delorme,

Wanda Delorme, Leigh Hopkins
Thomas G, Allen,

Anne Allen, Jane Allen

Jim Dressel,

Brenda Allen, Pete Huston
John M. Melntosh,

Carol Peters, John Melntosh, Jr.
Don Brush,

Ann Brush, Kurt Kling

Ed Roseberry, Jr.,

Doug Heussler, John Donovan
John Schneider,

Karen Huntsman, John Gutierrez
Jack Elfman,

Holly Elfman, George Gaynor
David Curtis,

Jo Anne Curtis, Buddy Duncan
Fisk Hayden,

Linda Penfield, John Maynard
Larry MacDonald,

Steve MeMenemy, Stu Broe
Bill Neal,

John Humphrey, Peter Humphrey
Mark Bryant,

Patricia Bryant, Jim Bergantz
Jay Hansen,

John Vance, Larry Desautels
Bruce Goldsmith

Pam Goldsmith, Paul Adam
William Clausen,

John Parker, Henry O'Hern
Georges Peter,

Janet Shore—h‘icCarthy. C. H. Ritt
Bill L. Buckles,

Sherry Powless, Jon Suteliffe
John Mueller, ér.,

Bertie Gerling, Tom MeDermott
Sandy Huntsman,

Patty Meade, Eric Olving
Stephen Craig,

John Skiles, Jeff Grinnan
Clarence L. Holman, IT1

Dana Harmer, Tom White
Gordon Ettie,

Derek Ettie, John Rodersky
Matthew Burridge,

Lal Burridge, David Lindemann
Nick Smith,

Gail Norstrom, Russell O, Crawford
Dave Ingram,

Tara Van DerVer, Tom Ingram
Peter K. Bone

Larry Bone, Hoss Bone

35 Boats, 36 DNF/DNS, ( ) Throw-out race

(36)

1Z
11
13
28

18

14
16
19
26
24
22
(29)
17
(31)
30
23
25
32
15
(36)
20
21
27
33

11

14

19

13

3

4

2
(33)

10
(34)

15
17
31
29
16
18
21

24
28
20
22
32
30
23
(35)
12
26

Race Finishes

3

4

16
13

(31)

(26)
8
17
30

23

20
(25)
(32)

18
(29)

(33)
22
12
27
28
10
14
19
24
15

(34)

4

= B o O

14
11
8
7
(22)
1
26
16
10
25
(34)
33
(31)
(35)
15

17
28
27
18
12
24
19
32
20
13
21

23
30

(9)

(25)

(18)
1
15
2

(22)

e

11
10
28

14
16
13
21
27
24
3
(32)
20
(33)
(34)
26
29
30
(35)

(12)

16

(20)

(30)
26
19

15
(35)

(29)
18
33
28

(34)
25
32
23

Points

21
22
24
25

41
47
50
54
56
65
66
67
69
74
75
79
81
81
90
92
94
a7

106
109
111
112
114
114
116
117
120
129
1356



DAVID PETERSON WINS
1977 PRESIDENTS’ CUP

By Gusto (Jack D. Burwell)

Dave Peterson of Niantic, Connecticut easily won this
year’s President’s Cup Regatta. In fact, while using the low
point system, had he counted all six races he still would have
won by a 6 point margin instead of a 10 point margin,
Peterson’s 8 low points for the best 5 races is the lowest score
this author has ever heard of for winning the President’s Cup.
Dave, his wife Anne and Chris Vann put together finishes of
four, one, three, one, two, one in extremely light air and
joined Stu Anderson in the North American flight in proving
that “wooden boats still go fast”. Needless to say, Dave sailed
an extremely consistent series did just about everything right
and is to be congratulated on an exceptional series.

Before 1 get into the actual racing, | would like to comment
on how I happened to be asked to write this article, First of
all, having finished 12th in our District, we did not qualify for
Buffalo and it was not until the preceding Tuesday night at
11:30 PM did we learn that we had indeed backed into it by
virtue of one of the New England boats having to drop out at
the last minute. After scurrying around and coming up with a
crew of John Tarling from Portland, Maine and Ricardo
Crespo from Equador, year book editor, Dave Sprague, asked
me if | would do a story on the President’s Cup for the year
book, Looking at our finishes it would have been far more
appropriate had I done the story on the Governors Cup, since
we spent a good deal of the week sailing in the Yellow
division, although we did have a green flag attached to our
backstay. We did work hard in putting an accurate story
together. However near the end of the week we decided we
should have brought a telescope rather than a mere pair of
binoculars and a pad of paper to record who was rounding
what mark at what time.

The following is the best account of the races that we are
able to come up with:

First Race — relatively light air with leeward end of the line
favored. Bob Wardwell who normally sails in the Blue Division
started to leeward and led at every mark. He was joined by Joe
Friebele, Merle Pindell, Bill Buckley, John Gall and Dave
Peters. Our friend, Dave Sprague, was sailing in a drum which
he has pushed the sides out of and stapled a new deck to and
scraped some of the name off, rounded the first weather mark
in 7th place. Gusto rounded this mark in 11th place (thought
we'd put that in there just so you'd know that we were in the
race for a while). At this point Dave Peterson limped around
the weather mark in 26th position. However, the second beat
proved to be a good one for Dave Peterson as he rounded the
second weather mark in 13th position. At the second weather
mark Bob Wardwell continued to open up with Joe Friebele in
a good second place and Dennis Farley coming from 10th to
third with our old friend the janitor moving up to fourth and
Bill Buckley hanging in at fifth. I'm not sure you would print
what | recall of the next two legs, however, at the drop mark
we do know that Bob Wardwell led the second place boat by
some three minutes and forty-five seconds. The last weather
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leg proved to be a real nail biter with Wardwell barely beating
Dave Peters, closely followed by Joe Friebele and eventual
winner, Dave Peterson, in fourth while Al Mast made many
right moves on the last leg to work his way up to fifth. The
Janitor, who at the last weather mark was fourth dropped
back to 26th and was close enough to us so we got a good look
at his boat and decided to rename it “the garbage man”. Back
to the club for lunch in extremely light air. After a brief lunch
the departure gun for the second race fired and again we were
off to the start for the second race. As the afternoon
progressed, the air seemed to be lightening. Weather end of
line looked favored to us, however, the hot shots snuck away
from the leeward end and were off. Dave Peterson tacked to
the far left while Peters, Wardwell, and ourselves went far
right. Twenty minutes later Peterson was exactly abeam of us,
approximately one quarter of a mile to windward. The
roundings at the first weather mark were Dave Peterson well
out in front with fellow New Englander, Peter Hubbard, sailing
well in second and Bill Buckley in third with Merle Pindell
fourth and another fellow New Englander, John Collins, in
fifth. At this point Farley rounded eighth, Wardwell rounds
28th, and Peters rounds 30th, Shortly before the drop mark
the Race Committee shortened the course to four legs and the
winner was Dave Peterson with Dennis Farley sailing well
working his way back to second, John Collins working his way
to third, Merle Pindell finishing fourth and Pete Hubbard fifth.
First race winner Wardwell was 34th while Dave Peters who
was second in the first race ended up 29th, Shortly after the
finish, the air picked up and we had a good sail back to the
Club.

Third Race — the bulletin board indicated that the 3rd and
4th races would be sailed back to back so we proceeded to the
starting area for the 3rd race while the wind was still light.
Right hand side of the course was favored to the first mark
and the first five boats were Gall, Farley, Ruhlman, Gusto, and
Nolan. Peterson was eighth Peters tenth, Wardwell 24th, and
Friebele 34th. We finally had a couple of offwind legs that did
not go too badly and at the 2nd weather mark Gall still led
with Farley 2nd followed by Ruhlman, Peterson, and Gusto.
Dave Peters was tenth and Rick Tears beginning to come on
strong was 11th, The air lightened considerably on the last
weather leg, however, John Gall sailed perfectly to finish first,
followed by Dennis Farley second, Dave Peterson third, John
Collins fourth (from 13th), and Dave Peters fifth with Rick
Tears working his way into sixth, The Race Committee hoisted
the flag which told us to stay in the area of the Committee
Boat as they would be starting the 4th race upon finishing the
third race, By this time the wind was getting lighter — in fact,
it seemed to us that there was almost no wind at all. Knowing
that the race would not start, yours truly was lying on the fore
deck of Gusto with his head in a bucket to shade himself from
the sun. Head wouldn’t fit into the same bucket earlier in the
day. At any rate, the 10 minute gun sounded and we got out



the paddle and paddled for four minutes and 58 seconds and
ended up starting 7 minutes late. | believe this race was to be
an olympic course, however, the wind proved to be from many
directions so its hard to accurately tell. At any rate, Dave
Peters led at the first mark with Rick Tears second, Paul Nolan
third, Bob Knop fourth and the old fox, Dave Peterson fifth.
This is a difficult leg for me to describe as we rounded the
weather mark with perhaps ten green boats behind us and
probably 20 yellow boats ahead of us. The downwind legs
were pretty cluttered up as the Green and Yellow fleets with
the exception of the first ten or so green boats, were packed in
pretty tightly together. We go into the gybe mark with perhaps
15 other boats and our crew from Equador, Ricardo Crespo,
starts hollering at the other boats in Spanish. I'm not sure
what he said but it certainly paid off as many boats took him
seriously and made a nice little hole so we were able to pick up
perhaps 15 boats at the gybe, We were pretiy pleased with this
until we discovered that 14 of the 15 were Yellow and decided
that was a great deal of work for one boat. This was one race
that we were sure that Peterson would not catch Dave Peters
as Peters appeared to us to have at least 1/4 mile lead.
However, the next weather leg proved to be something else for
good old Dave Peterson as the skillful Peterson from Light Air,
Long Island, knocked the doors off everybody going upwind
and rounded the second weather mark first, followed by

.. -""l_nq.:""---' -
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“Woaody " Winner of the Presidents Cup

Peters, Tears, Knop, and Huntsman. The 2nd downwind leg
was a repeat of the first and the windward mark was moved
considerably to provide a short weather leg to the finish. This
race was won by Dave Peterson with second going to the
ever-climbing Rick Tears, followed by Al Mast, Dave Peters,
and Paul Nolan. After having finished in a whole slew of
vellow boats, we proceeded to sail into the Canoe Club
knowing that wife Marilyn, had flown in that afternoon and at
long last we were going to have a Den Mother who was going
to insist on a more orderly kept cabin as well as a far more
rigidly enforced sleeping system. I guess it is fair 1o say that up
to this point, while we had not won any races, we understood
that we were in contention for the lead in several of the
evening events which took place ashore. Upon arriving at the
Canoe Club, we met Marilyn and since she hadn’t seen many
of the Lightning people since Sheboygen or at least since the
Southern Circuit, much to my horror she wanted to stay up
and party most of the night to get reacquainted with many old
friends. Therefore, Thursday night didn’t provide a great deal
more sleep than the previous nights. However, we did have a
fine time with many of the great people who are attracted to
the Lightning class.

The fifth race was held on Friday — we awoke early Friday
morning to listen to the waves beating on the shore and to
hear the wind banging the shutters on the cottage and thought

Photo Credit: Barb Brodock
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ha, ha, here we finally have a good deal of air, let’s see what
those sissies are going to do today. Well, as we arrived at the
club the wind velocity had dropped considerably and as we
sailed to the starting line, it continued to drop. By the time
the race started the air was light, however, it was heavier than
it had been on the previous day. The leeward end of the
starting line appeared to be favored and Dennis Farley shot
out and was leading by a fair margin at the first weather mark.
He was followed by the ever-pressing Rick Tears with former
ILCA President, Bob Smither, in third, Tom Bierman was in
fourth while the hard sailing Dave Peterson was fifth, followed
closely by Bill Buckley. Positions seemed relatively stable on
the next two downwind legs, however, on the second weather
leg it was again Rick Tears who pressed onward and rounded
the second weather mark first. He was followed by Peterson,
Farley, Smither, and Bierman. Just as a point of interest, on
the other end of the fleet, the garbage man and I were having a
real battle with 7 yellow boats between us. At the finish it was
Rick Tears who had improved his position in every race
starting with an 18, 8, 6, 2, 1. With Farley having a bad fourth
race in which he finished at 28, Tears was our bet for second
place finish in the President’s Cup Division at this point.
Second place in this race went to Dave Peterson with Farley
third, Bob Smither fourth and Dave Peters fifth. After this
race it was inevitable that no one could catch Dave Peterson as
counting all of his races, he had 11 low points while Farley

had 14, Peters 16 and Tears 17 when throwing out their one
high race each, Therefore, the 6th race was going to produce a
great battle for second, third and fourth, as well as fifth and
sixth which two New Englanders, John Collins and Pete
Hubbard, were in contention for. That evening the New
England group got together at a nearby campsite and traded
lies about how well we could have been doing had this or that
happened. Actually our friends, Don Brush in the Blue
Division were doing very well as well as Fred Hamblet in the
Yellow division, not to mention John Collins and Pete
Hubbard in the Green. Somehow at this little get-together the
haze and poor visibility set in and seemed to continue that
way throughout the 6th race which was held on Saturday.
Sixth Race — wind was back to a nice sailing breeze and the
weather end of the line was definitely favored. Not being
smart enough to believe the course which was indicated on the
Committee Boat, about 14 of us tacked off to the right and
proceeded to sail into the Blue division’s drop mark and gybe
pin. Different from the Yellow division, we had the advantage
of seeing the Blue division sailing around these marks and,
therefore, eventually came to the conclusion that we might
have slightly overstood our weather mark and that the course
indicated on the Committee Boat was the proper one. Needless
to say, it was! So, the group of 14 or so of us proceeded to set
our spinnakers and took off looking for the true weather
mark, The entire Yellow fleet with one or two exceptions saw

Anniversary Lightning Grand Prix.

determining the Grand Prix winner.

Circuit.

GRAND PRIX

40th Anniversary Lightning Grand Prix

In October 1977 President John Schneider announced that in order to provide additional
interest in our racing program during this 40th anniversary year, we are planning an

A trophy will be awarded for the combined winner of four series which are:

(1) Savannah, St. Petersburg and Miami (The Southern Circuit)

(2) The 40th Anniversary Regatta at Skaneateles

(3) A major geographical area championship of choice (The European Championships,
The North American Championships (North American, Presidents’ Cup or Gover-
nors’ Cup Flights), The South American Championshii-, ete.)

(4) A major regional championship of choice (for example,
Championship, the Atlantic Coast Championships in North America, the On The
Rocks Regatta in Finland, the Peru-Chile Cup Regatta, etc.)

such regattas as any District

President Schneider has asked the International Race Committee to take responsibility for
the implementation of the Grand Prix. They will rule on whether or not a specific
championship qualifies as a major championship. They will establish the rating formula for

The formula, rules, entry blank and other details will be announced prior to the Southern
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us setting spinnakers and decided that we must have just
rounded the weather mark and, therefore, we pulled almost
the entire Yellow fleet with us. Unfortunately we have no
mark roundings but only finishes in this race. The race, as |
remember it, was to have an olympic course. Unfortunately
for the Yellow division as they sailed down what was their first
downwind leg, they were mixed in with a lot of Green boats
which were sailing what was their second downwind leg.
Seeing the change of course which was necessary to get a
weather leg on the last leg, many of the Yellow division boats
incorrectly assumed they had a course change so we had a
good group of Yellow boats sailing up the last weather leg with
us. At any rate, this race was won by some fellow in a red
wooden boat by the name of Dave Peterson. We wondered

what the hell he was doing out here in the first place since he
had the regatta won the night before. Anyhow, our sincere
congratulations to Dave Peterson with his 1, 3, 1, 2, 1 finishes
for an undisputed first place in the Presidents Cup Division.
Second in this race went to Merle Pindell with third going to
Joe Friebele, fourth to Dennis Farley and fifth to John Collins.
Unfortunately, Pete Hubbard was in that group of boats that
went far right on the first weather leg and ended up with a
31st in this race which probably cost him fifth place in the
regatta. The final results are listed below and our sincere
congratulations to the Skippers and Crews of the top boat and
our sincere thanks to the Buffalo Cance Club for the
tremendous job and effort which went into this super week of
fun,

1977 PRESIDENTS’ CUP

Final Boat Skipper and Crew
Position#
1 10801 David M. Peterson,
Anne Peterson, Chris Vann
2 12739 Denis Farley
Kevin Corr, "f‘orur Doyle
3 12754 David O, Peters
Pamela Johns, John Johns
4 12003 Rick Tears,
Cindy Craig, Ron Brunnert
5 12385 John J. Collins,
Ann Hayes, Larry Fretts
6 10313 Pete Hubbard
Rick Brown, Bill Fastiggi
T 12742 Bill Marshall,
Gail Marshall, Pete Russell
8 13014 Paul J. Nolan,
Jo Ellen Nolan, David LaPier
9 12710 Alfred B. Mast,
Lynne Mast, Kirk Williams
10 10006 Matt Bryant, Jr.,
Pe?gy Walsh, Jack Quigley
11 12752 William H. Buckley,
David Buckley, Paul Buckley
12 12952 Peter Bernasconi,
Fritz Pfister, Les Rolf Goetschi
13 12470 E. Joseph Friebele,
Dﬂlil-F ixon, Michael Allen
14 12929 M. H. Pindell
Jim Pindell, Jeff Budraw
15 12890 William F. McKinley,
Ed Stack, Mark Adamson
16 12424 John Gall,
Mary Gall, Randy Dilliot
17 12691 James N. Howard, Jr.,
James Howard, Sr., Gary Oetgen
18 10930 Robert K, Smither
Bob Dobmeier, Mike Williams
19 12912 Thomas R. Bierman,
Sharon Bierman, Rick Daniels
20 13053 Ralph Messersmith,
Mary Carducei, Chuck Swartley
21 11530 Tom Green,
Nina Huza, Mark Huza
22 12341 Billy Crow,
Harry Crow, Tim Cadieux
23 11085 Bobh Wardwell,
Carol Wardwell, John Altmeyer
24 11456 P. Thomas Jungjohann,
Robert LaDuea, Jim Jungjohann
25 12587 Jeff Penfield,
David Poorman, Craig Ross
26 11217 Jack Huntsman,
Eric Mauer, Mike Schoendorf
27 12877 Bob Starek,
Jim Eagen, John Ryan
28 13088 Robert Knop,
Harold Callahan, Randy Burleigh
29 3111 Tom Allen, Jr.,

Jill MeAuliffe, David Hastings
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2 5 R;ne Finis];es 5 4 Points
(4) 1 3 1 2 1 8
7 2 2 (28) 3 4 18

2 (29) 5 4 5 16 32
18 8 6 2 1 (19) 35
(25) 3 4 7 16 5 35
17 5 7 11 11 (31) 51
(29) 13 14 10 8 T 52
14 22 10 5 (23) 9 60
5 14 15 3 24 (29) 61
13 10 (44) 13 19 6 61
12 6 19 17 (31) 14 68
32 9 11 (33) 7 11 70
3 (31) 26 21 20 3 73
23 4 36 (37) 10 2 75
11 12 16 12 35 (39) 86
(44) 44 1 20 9 13 87
21 18 21 14 13 (26) 87
16 16 (44) 30 4 23 88
6 32 18 26 6 (32) 88
10 35 8 29 (37) 8 90
20 25 9 (39) 14 27 95
19 17 (37) 15 34 15 100
1 (34) 13 27 32 30 103
31 16 28 (38) 12 18 105
34 7 23 32 (39) 10 106
8 a7 17 9 41 (43) 112
15 (44) 35 18 22 22 112
38 11 22 16 26 (38) 112
9 24 as 35 (38) 12 113



30 12872 Glenn Reitinger,
Carl Reitinger, Hubert Streep
a 13115 R. W. Richards
Mark Francis, Andrew Coyne
32 12704 Gordon P. Kellogg,
Lawrence Pulgram, Anthony Pulgram
33 10479 Richard MeClure,
Wendy Babb, Jerry O'Kane
34 11174 Dave Sprague,
Cathy Bowman, Stewart Sprague
35 11361 Jack Burwell,
John Tarling, Ricardo Crespo
36 12420 Randy Ruhlman,
Jonette Maras, John Werley
37 11886 Jim Russell,
Jamie Leopold, Ramond Harrington
38 12728 Bruce R. Kloss,
Kristina Kloss, Mark Schneider
39 11671 Peter Swartz,
Victor Maras, Jeff Borland
40 11972 George Franeis,
Jim Gelentis, George Francis
41 12974 Greg Florian,
Todd Grohne, Jim Lackman
42 12789 Charles Thrower,
Jeff Chandler, Dick Thomas
42 Boats, 43 DNF/DNS, 44 DSQ, ( ) Throw-out race
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il with ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ and be ready far an yHhing.,

THOMAS | Scilmckers
19106 Defroit Foad, (e ve fc:m::"i Chio 44116
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22 28 24 24 (29) 17 115
36 (39) 30 ; 15 28 115
(39) 23 29 25 18 25 120
33 20 25 22 28 (37) 128
26 26 27 23 30 (33) 132
27 33 12 34 26 (34) 132
43 19 (44) 19 33 20 134
24 27 32 (44) 17 35 135
35 21 (38) 31 27 21 135
40 40 39 8 21 (43) 148
28 30 34 36 (40) 24 152
30 38 20 41 (43) 43 172
37 36 31 (40) 36 36 176

GOVERNORS’ CUP

By Jon Schwartz

Arriving at the Buffalo Canoe Club this year, I could feel
the Blue Fleet within my reach. Little did [ realize that [ was
to turn HikeLes into a submarine, before the qualifying races
were over. [ enjoyed it so much that in the second qualifying
race after turning over and breaking a mast, | decided to do it
again in the third, Consequently, the blue quickly faded into
yellow,

After the heavy winds in the qualifying races, we were
looking forward to more of the same, the rest of the week.
The first race began with 15 mph breezes. We started at the
pin with John Cuccio and Ronnie Blair to the leeward of us.
Sailing off on starboard tack for about seven or eight minutes,
and tacking to port we seemed to have the fleet. We rounded
the weather mark with about a hundred yard lead. Tom Allen,
Jorge Freeland and Buck Ballatin, followed in that order, as
the air lightened. Our 550 pound crew weight slowed us down
considerably, At the drop mark Tom Allen was right behind
us. The wind continued to lighten and Freeland became too
much for us. Our race then became a drifting contest, and we
quickly faded back into the fleet. Tom Allen went off on port
tack, we went out on starboard, Tom went the right way and
finished first, we were second and following right behind in
third was Ballatin, followed by Freeland and Fred Mertes.

Second Race: At the start of the second race, the weather
end was heavily favored, in light to moderate air. The gun
went off, and we found ourselves three rows back, fortunately,
for us it was a recall. The race started with a very close first
weather leg. We battled with Tom Kennel, Bob Ruhlman,
Dean Cady, Hank Hodgson and Fred Mertes, we managed to
squeak around the first mark second, with Tom Kennel in first
place. The wind shifted even more then it had at the start, and
many boats had to drop their chutes before the jibe mark. 1
finally consulted Les to see if he would mind hiking so we
could make the mark without dropping the kite. He bribed me



for a beer, and not being in a very good bargaining position, |
was forced to accept. That is all it took to make the mark. The
course was shortened because daylight was starting to fade,
The wind picked up on the final beat as we battled with Cady
and Ruhlman; before too long Dean Cady with his two
daughters, Karen and Dana, had closed to within inches, as
they demonstrated to Les how to hike. We barely held them
off until the finish, We finished first, with Cady second,
Ruhlman third, followed by Hodgson and Mertes.

Third race: The air was light again at the start, and the
leeward end seemed favored. We got off that end, but had
problems getting into gear, and wound up spectating more
than racing, We saw some super sailing by Hank Hodgson, as
he led most of the race with “Fast Fred” Hamblett closing all
the way. The wind had spiraled a couple of times, it finally
came in from the northwest, and “Fast Fred” had maneuvered
into first place. He held on to the finish, with Hayes second
and, “The New Orleans Shrimp King,”" Buck Ballatin, third,
followed by Robert Klug and Hodgson.

Fourth Race: The southwest winds which normally pipe in
strong in the afternoon did just the opposite. At the start of
the race, we seemed to have the fleet in our hip pocket until
“The Brain™ (Dad) realized that we and a few other boats were
the only ones to start. Everybody else remained on the starting
line. It seemed that the Race Committee had raised a fifteen
minute starting signal. We headed back to the start jibing in at
the Committee Boat with thirty seconds left, we pulled off a
lucky start. By the first mark, we rounded 25th in the Green
Fleet, and third in the Yellow Fleet with George Buckingham
and Buck Ballatin in front of us. | had my crew move way
forward because the wind had dropped to nothing. This way,
we had an advantage over most of the boats, because we were
going downhill with a lot of momentum. We managed to catch
Buck, and bargaining for some shrimp after the race, [ let him
believe we would let him beat us!!!! We had too much
momentum and decided not to wait any longer, but to pull
ahead, then we closed on the first boat. After a tacking duel
with George Buckingham we moved into first place. It looked
as though “Fast Fred” was gaining on the second place boat,

and going so fast he ran into the transom. He then let Charles
White, Buck Ballatin and George Buckingham slip away to
finish second, third and fourth respectively,

Fifth Race: The fifth race was more of the same with little
to no air. Many of the skippers couldn’t believe that they ever
started the race with this amount of air, The left side of the
course seemed favored, so we tried to get over there as soon as
possible. Tom Kennel in Celebration rounded first, but the
wind lightened even more and our momentum carried us into
first place. Most of the Yellow fleet sailed with the Green fleet
the entire race. It was hard to tell what position any of the
boats were in until the final standings were posted. However,
we did see that Buck Ballatin had started sailing back to New
Orleans, and mathematically that clinched the Regatta for
Seaweed (Me).

Sixth Race: We had good breezes for the sixth race and the
course was slightly lopsided. The fog started to roll in and
many of the boats disappeared from our view. Proceeding up
the first weather leg, beer in hand, it seemed as though the
whole fleet was going to the wrong mark with the exception of
Marshall Walker who peeled off early and headed to the proper
weather mark. The “Brain™ Arnie, and Les seemed to think
that we were going to the wrong mark, so we popped our
chute and followed four or five other boats as most of the
fleet continued sailing to the wrong mark., When a Patrol Boat
zoomed into the weather mark (wrong mark, it was the Blue
Fleets jibing mark) picked it up and put it in to his boat. Most
of the skippers realized that they had gone to the wrong mark,
some jibed at the mark and went to the leeward mark, some
skippers thought they had won the race and had actually
missed marks while less than half of the fleet had rounded the
proper marks. It was a wild way to end a long fun week of
sailing! !

I wish to personally thank the Buffalo Canoe Club for
another excellent series, and look forward to coming back in
June for the Spring Regatta. I would also like to express my
gratitude to my crew, ‘‘Lester the Molester”, for hiking, and to
my father, “The Brain”, for his perfect navigation.

1977 GOVERNORS’ CUP

Final Boat Skipper and Crew
Position #
1 12800 Jon Schwartz,
Arnold Schwartz, Les Hathaway
2 9696 John A, Ballatin,
Randy Mirandona, Buz Brennan
a 12850 Frederick Mertes,
Carol Mertes, Gloria Gilbert
4 12620 Rob Ruhlman,
Maralyn Maras, Tim Chrisman
5 11442 Dean Cady,
Karen Cady, Dana Cady
6 11346 Fred H. Hamblet,
Nancy Bargar, Dave White
7 13170 Thomas 8. Allen,
Jean Paul Lanaux, Michael Tubbs
8 12025  Ron Blair,
David Blair, Jeff Fishman
9 12463 George Buckingham,
Georganne Buckingham, Doug Schmahl
10 13180 Ron Cochrane

Paul Sulman, Brad Gullens
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1 2 3I'1‘.nce F‘im::hes 5 6  Points

2 1 (9) 1 1 6 11
3 8 3 3 (21) 9 26

5 5 6 7 (44) 31
{31) 3 7 8 3 16 37
(24) 2 10 16 b 14 47
6 10 1 24 6 (44) 47

1 23 (28) 5 2 18 49
25 6 6 12 (36) 10 59
10 12 23 7 9 (44) 61
17 L 21 4 13 (43) 64



11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
3
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
11
42

12846
13056
12496
105615
12883
12699
11572
10380
12893
12852
13021
12334
12621
12557
12275
10746
10100

9632
12379
12707
11788
12336
12408
13001
13050
12787
12911
12963
12220
116567
12570
13113

Hank Hodgson,
Karen Hodgson, Daly Mahrle
]P?'[ilcll Mcrgha; ek, Dhiars Pand
idge Pendergast, Dave Pendergast
Dan Danielson,
Tom Ward, Albert Kraus
John 8. Corbett,
Rick Mullin, Burt Okma
Steven C. Sahs,
Stephen Magnanti, Duane Perry
Marshall N. Walker,
Francis Hughes, Ardis Mills
Jim Wavle,
Jim Nolan, Bob Boswell
Jerry Bell
Margaret Mary Dimon, Gary Swangler
Jorge Freeland,
Skip Wilday, Jim Alman
John Cuccio,
Jim Bussman, John Verelley
Stephen H. Thomas
John Morse, James Morse
Paul Militzer
John Rajewsici, Tim Vandermuellen
Nelson Hoffman
Helen Hoffman, Michael Nagel
Maurico Martinez,

Ernesto Martinez, Ernesto Martinez, Jr.

Charles L. White,

Allison Skeele, Ron Hall
Richard N. Hayes, Sr.,

Linda M. Hayes, R. Neil Haves, Jr.
Bob Ohlsen,

Dan Ohlsen, Todd Sternaman
Tom Kennel,

Dave Duchscherer, Dave Rose
Robert Kllli'lf,

Ric Klug, Mark Sturges

James Me },

Jim McCoy, Jr., Ralph Waibel
Judith J. Walker,

Philip Barth, Scott DeGolyer
Bill Pleasants.

Ellis Spake, Bill Orr

Bruce Baiden

Julie Baiden, Bob Trotman
John R. Nixon

Lynn Nixon, Marsha Hinton
Tom McAuliffe

Gillian Meﬁuliﬁ'e, George Hock
Ron Sehulster,

Dixie Sehulster, Scott Savage
James Gilbert,

Ron Buchanan, John Hall
Keith L. Swihart

Rob Swihart, Bill Beard

Tom Wynn,

Rick Turner, Jackson Wynn
Thomas Tyler,

Thomas Tyler, Jr., John MecAndrews
Bob Mathers,

Tom Valerio, Dave Scott

Tom Varley,

Tom Varley, Jr., Tammy Varley

42 Boats, 43 DNF/DNS, 44 DSQ, ( ) Throw-out race.
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26
11
(28)
16
20
14
12

13
23
19

21

(43)
22
(37)
30
17
15
(34)
27
32
(44)
33
35
43
29
43
36
38

15
22
13
18
34
21
20
19

25
(44)
11
(43)
(44)
27
14
16
(44)
(44)
24
32
26
31
44
30
29
28
33
17
(44)
(43)

5
14
11
13
20

(35)

(33)
25

(43)
17
18
24
29
12
19

15
22

16
30
26
27

(34)
32
31
a7
39

40
36
43

(38)
17
21
18
11
15
20
22
43
31

(36)
39
27
32

10
23
34
25
19

(33)
14
13

26
29
35
28
40
37
30
43

27
(23)
11
16
(22)
17
25
10

4
20
19

(35)
12
26
39
32
31
29
18
24
28
34
33
15

(38)
14
30
37
40
41
43

7
12
8
(44)
11
1
5
(44)
15
(43)

17
20
44
21

(44)

24
43
22
25
(43)
23
13
19
(44)
(44)
(43)
(44)
44
43

106
106
112
113
115
125
127
128
130
142
150
168
177
177
187
210



LIGHTNING

TUNING TACTICS
TECHNIQUE SAILING

Opposite is a black and white reproduction of the color
cover for the new Lightning Book. The book includes
dozens of spectacular Lightning pictures in full color.

It includes some reprints from Flashes and Year Books
and some new articles.

Publication is scheduled for February. Cost is $10.00.

Order now from I.L.C.A., 808 High Street,

Worthington, Ohio 43085.







REHOBOTH BAY
SAILING ASSOCIATION

IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE THAT IT HAS
BEEN SELECTED AS THE
HOST OF THE

1978 NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIPS

August 11 thru 19

Co-Chairman — Fred Mertes
Don Delorme

For housing information contact—
Wilbur J. Bulkley
21 Stewart Court

Dover, Delaware 19901
Phone 302-734-2250

ALSO AT REHOBOTH —

June 24th & 25th — 12 Annual Delaware Governor's Cup
July 14th, 15th & 16th — Dixie District Championships

September 23rd & 24th — Annual RBSA Fall Regatta

See Flashes for more information on North American Championship.
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$9

EARLY BIRD
OPEN
MAY 20, 21

CEDAR POINT

WESTPORT, CONN.

EASTERN U.S.
CHAMPIONSHIP

If you cannot find your boat that is too bad,
because you should have been there. See you SEPT- 16’ l 7
in 1978 at Cedar Point!

CAN YOU FIND YOUR BOAT IN THIS PICTURE?
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LIGHTNING PEOPLE

Photo Credits: Mary Huntsman
and Nancy G. Barger






One more beer

and we can ignore

that other halyard,



ON SHORE AT THE LAKE ERIE DISTRICTS
| | A




The look of a team race.

L
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Kurt Seiffert, Bob and
Lorraine Forgie of Seattle
try to get an unfamiliar boat
under control

“I think someone is
following us™.

Photos by John Dees



Pacific Northwest District Championship,

Vancouver, B.C.

Rub A Dub Dub...
Portland’s Woody Woodward, Vance Smith
and Jamie Nelson appear serious.

“HIKE Paul!!”

Seattle’s winning form.



More Team Racing Action

MlDelle

George Blumel and Family
From Maple Bay, B.C.
get things square on a strange boat,

Rod Johnson of Sealtle gives up on
Kelowna's Bob Bazett and peels off
to cover another of the enemy.

i
~m

»
ﬁ

Neil MacGibbon & Crew
of Kelowna, B.C.
looking for the rest

of the “Ruddie” team.
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John Benedetti
and Dave Hickman
of Portland think

Vancouver is at least
A a pretty place to sail.
\
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Y - SAILING IS FUN

Photo Credit: Mary Huntsman

Jack Lewis 13200 off to a good start at the Atlantiec Coast
Championship. Photo Credit: Mitch Carucci




Who says Lightnings won't plane?

Keep that bow up. Photo Credit: Mary Huntsman

Who says a Lightning isn’t a good single hander?
Photo credit: Frank Newman

L
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Yep, the sky is falling. Photo Credit: Glenn Smith




OOPS!!

UP John
Photo Credits: Barb Brodock, Mary Huntsman and Harry Maynor

Pull Faster Stewart

(/
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Photo Credit: Ann Ward

80



BIRDS EYE VIEW

Larry didn’t get caught.

Presidents and Governors
on the reach.

Where's that Rhumb line?
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FIHLAND
DISTRICT

ITELAND
DisSTRICT

ITALIAW
TSTRICT

GRELK
DISTRLT

COLOMPIA
DISTRICT

TRAZIL
DisTRICT

BOLIVIA
DISTRICT

CHILE
DISTRICT

ARGENTINA
DUTRICT

URUGUAY
DISTRICT
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BRAZIL DISTRICT

District Commodore . ... ........ Robert Buckup
District Measurers Oscar Weckerle,
Enio Lineburger, Erik Schmidt, Dillermando
Augusto de Mello & Arne 5. Arnesen

District Champion .............. Mario Buckup
District Runner-Up Walmor Soares

Fleets: Sao Paulo (147); Florianopolis (162); Niteroi (351); Pernam-
buco (373); Brasilia (375); Guanabara (401 ); Guarapiranga (462).

Qur 1977 season started with our most important event, the District
Championship. There were 18 boats participating with skippers from
Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo, Brasilia and Florianopolis. The Champion-
ship was very well organized by the Federacaode Vela e Motor de San-
ta Catarina, the Veleiros da llha Yacht Club in Florianopolis — Santa
Catarina State and the ILCA Fleet 162. The race course was set on the
Flarianopolis South Bay. Steady winds from 8 to 18 mph, few currents
and flat sea concurred to make for the successtul results. Counting his 5
best races out of 6, Mario Buckup had a brilliant performance, He
finished first four times and in one race second. Second over-all was
Walmor Socares, who also showed great speed. In the next positions
were Robert Buckup, Claudio Abramowitz and George Rider. There
was a friendly and enthusiastic atmosphere all the time and it was great
being together with the Brasilian Lightning family. Unfortunately Fleet
373, from Pernambuco was absent.

A few weeks later, two of our best skippers went to Chile, in order
to participate in the XXIII South American Championship, at Lake
Villa-Rica. As our boys told us later, the omganization and the
hospitality were excellent and they sailed with the beautiful landscape
of the Andes Mountains in the background, On this race course the two
Claudios, — Abramowitz and Kunze, had a difficult time choosing the
good side of the lake. as the winds were very shifty and unsteady.
Feeling at home and knowing, (not guessing), where the next wind
would come from, the Chilean, Jaime Fernandez was first after six
races. Once more everyvbody could feel the fraternization among all
South American Lightning sailors.

In July Mario Buckup, Walmor Soares and Michael Norris took their
sails and luggage and flew to old and hospitable Switzerland to
participate in the IX World Championship held at Lake Thun, Spietz.
There Mario had the great responsibility of defending his title. As he
would use a borrowed boat, although a quite new one, he left Brazil
with mixed emotions. He and his crew — Joaguim Feneberg and Ralph
Christian, did a tremendous job by finishing second. Mario has to be
considered one of the best small boat skippers in the world. He is still
trying to understand (and we are sure he is not the only one) how the
“ald fox™ Tom Allen could be so fast, but we all agree that Tom was
and still 1s one of the top Lightning skippers in the world. The young
Michael Norris was 4 2nd out of 53, and this was a very important result
too, if we consider that he is a beginner in International Competition.

Later on in November, we were visited by Bill Shore. He came to
Brasil to train the Sao Paulo sailors and to try and better their level of
competition. His trip was sponsored by the Federacao de Vela do
Estadio de Sao Paulo (Sao Paulo Sailing Association). It was a very
active week for Fleets 147 and 462, with the training divided into three
parts. In the two week-ends we sailed 10 races, each one consisting of 2
relatively short triangles. In each regatta Bill skippered a different boat.
During the week he gave individual instruction to each crew on tuning
and tactics, Almost every evening we had conferences, slides or films.
On the first two evenings John Bertrand also talked to us, — about his
experiences. He had just won for the second time the World
Championship of the Laser Class this time in Cabo Frio, Rio de
Janeiro. So we had, with Mario Buckup also present, a meeting of big
champions in this profitable week. We want to thank Bill once more for
his coming. We naturally also had some “churrascos™ (barbecues) and
cocktails with lots of “caipirinhas™ (brazilian sugarcane brandy with
lemon, sugar and ice).
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Presently all the Brazilian District is working hard to prepare for the
XXI Brazilian Championship as well as the XXIV South American
Championship. Both will be held at Guarapiranga Lake (reservoir) in
Sao Paulo — at Easter 1978. We will do our best to give our South
American guests as warm a welcome in retumn for the friendly way
they've always treated us in their countries.

It is also very important to say that our District must work hard to
keep all the activities of the class at a good level. With the prohibition
of importing new equipment there isn’t any possibility of renewing our
boats — and that is bad!!! Another difficult problem is the fact that a
large number of boats is concentrated in the Fleet at Sao Paulo, which
has approximately 20 active boats, — while in the others the number is
not greater than 5 or 8.

Anyway, we will go to working to take the Brazilian Lightning Class
to the position it deserves.

CALIFORNIA DISTRICT

.« .Charles Gotschalk
.« Mark Patty

District Commeodore . ... ..
District Secretary
District Champion ...... viaseese,Myton Lyon
District Runner-Up . . ... Bruce Arnold

Fleets: Santa Monica Bay (102); Mission Bay (194); San Francisco
Bay (372).

1977 has proven to be the most exciting vear of the past decade for
the California District. Although promotion was this years top priority
item, District racing, as always, provides the bread and butter of our
organizational diet. The California District comprises only three fleets,
but the members of those fleets are the most dedicated, tightly knit
group of Lightning sailors found anywhere,

Tom Allen graced this year’s California Circuit during Easter Week,
No doubt determined to hit the “California Big Time™ before a casual
swing through Switzerland, he cannonballed his Plymouth Hilton
straight from the Southern Circuit. The weather for our circuit was
beautiful, and although attendance was down a few boats, we still had
good District representation along with another special guest, Brian
Coleman, all the way from British Columbia.

The Circuit opener, a two day, three race series at Fleet 102's home,
King Harbor Yacht Club in Redondo Beach, served as a calling card for
the Tom Allen Speed Show. Final siandings were: Tom Allen, first;
John Lyon, second; Jack McCarthy, third; Warren Gross, fourth and
Myron Lyon, fifth.

The Fleet transferred south to San Diego and Coronado Yacht Club
for the Marmathon segment of the Circuit. Finishes were: Tom Allen,
first; Myron Lyon, second ; Warren Gross, third; John Lyon, fourth, and
Mark Patty, fifth. The 15 mile classic from Coronado, out San Diego
Bay, around Point Loma, and up the coast to Mission Bay was climaxed
by an incredible three mile spinnaker screamer followed by a torturous
six mile beat in very heavy ocean conditions,

The weather lightened a little for the two day Mission Bay segment
dominated by Myron Lyon, first; Tom Allen, second; John Lyon, third;
Warren Gross fourth and Randy Smith, fifth. Overall Circuit standings
were Tom Allen, John Lyon, Myron Lyon, Warren Gross and Jack
McCarthy.

Our District Championships were hosted by Fleet 102 and were
marked by the surprise participation of long lost Manning and Merrit
Barber. Vowing to return to the active scroll, they finished third,
followed by Quinton Foster and Wendell Harter. Our District Champ is
Myron Lyon of San Diego who seems to be quite comfortable out front
these days. Runner-up, in an excellent challenge was Bruce Arnold from
San Francisco.

The San Francisco Fleet hosted the Pacific Coast Championships out
of Richmond Yacht Club and offered such wonderful conditions as too
much wind and no current, too much current and not enough wind,
and varying degrees of famous Bay chop thrown in for good measure,



Actually, better variety for a Championship could not have been
supplied, and regatta organization by RYC was as usual — excellent.
Dominators were Ken White, fifth; Jack McCarthy, fourth; Charlie
Gotschalk, third; Myron Lyon, second and Jamie Nelson of Portland,
Pacific Coast Champ.

QOur next intermural event was the Billie Boswell Memorial at
beautiful Lake Cachuma near Santa Barbara. The San Francisco Fleet
missed this regatta due to being placed on probation by their local
Small Boat Racing Association. In all prudence, we shall leave that
story alone and say only that they missed a great one Championed by
Myron Lyon, Charlie Gotschalk, and Warren Gross, all from Mission
Bay.

The Bowen Memorial Regatta held at Fleet 194"s home, Mission Bay
Yacht Club was won by Chris Gotschalk, first; Myron Lyon, second;
Warren Gross, third and Mark Patty, fourth. A couple of weeks later,
Fleet 102 reciprocated with their invitational, “Hurricane Gulch™,
which closes the District calendar, running from April through October.
Mark Patty, in his farewell-to-Fleet 102-regatta, having been transferred
back to Sam Francisco, won this very close contest with Charlie
Gotschalk, second and Mike Boswell, third.

General racing participation was down slightly this year due largely
to tremendous promotion efforts. Each fleet had at least a couple of
projects in the works and the small average rate of success is certainly
not a reflection of the effort. Finally one person, Myron Lyon, made a
personal commitment to establish the long wished for west coast source
of Lightnings.

Tom Allen's visit in the spring was really of a partly business nature.
He was delivering the first new boats to enter the State since 11802,
Since the delivery of those two boats, Myron (now our west coast
Lightning distributor) has solved the plaguing transportation problem,
and several more new boats have hit California. But Myron's biggest
scheme was to sponsor a Lightning in the Long Beach Sailboat Show,
the second largest boat show in the nation.

Sure enough, in conjunction with Tom Allen and with coordination
and booth staffing by Fleet 102°s Mike Boswell, the really big show
became a reality. This single event is probably the most significant story
of our District year. And Myron continues to do more.

Lastly, the California District would like to present to all members
of the Lightning Class, our new ILCA Vice-President, Myron Lyon and
to give special recognition to Andrea Lyon for her patience and
encouragement, Myron is California's best; he will serve all of us well.

CENTRAL ATLANTIC DISTRICT

District Commodore .. ..... George F. Dennis, Jr.
District Secretary ..............Bruce R. Kloss
District Measurer .......cevie0 James G. Carson
District Champion .....coee000e . . Jack Elfman
District Runner-Up .. .ovvvnervesesons Jay Lutz
Junior Champion ......ccvivecanneas Jay Lutz
Junior Runner-Up ............ .+« . Don Schon

Fleets: Bay Head (3); Metedeconk River (34); Great Egg Harbor
{99); Lavallette (104); Brant Beach (173); Surf City (196); Riverton
(228); Red Dragon (357); Normandy Beach (366); Penn Manor (422);
QOcean City (430).

Reflecting back over the 1977 sailing season, all of our regattas were
well attended and competition ran high as is expected in our district. Of
the four Skippers we qualified for the Worlds, two attended. Jim
Carson and Bob Adams both finishing in the top ten. No less than ten
Skippers and their crews attended the North American Championships,
with four of these sailing in the Championship fleet. Congratulations
are in order for Jay Lutz who not only won the Junior N.A.'s
decisively, but also was third overall in the championship fleet. Jim
Carson always in contention held onto fifth position in less than ideal
wind conditions.

Back on the home front:

Surf City Yacht Club hosted this years District Championships. The
first two races on Saturday were sailed in moderate air. Sundays races,
however, were sailed in real gale force winds, or better put, Jack Elfman
type weather. Jack Elfman, with daughter Holly and George Gaynor
took first place followed closely by Jay Lutz in second and Glen
Reitinger in third. Jay Lutz outclassed the juniors the following
weekend to win the Junior CAD Championship followed closely by
Don Schon in second and Mark Schneider in third.
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CENTRAL ATLANTIC DISTRICT
1978
Regatta Schedule

May 6, 13, 20, 27, June 3
EARLY BIRD SERIES

Brant Beach Yacht Club — Fleet 173

May 7, 14, 21, 28, June 4
SPRING TIME UP SERIES

Maotedeconk River Yacht Club — Fleet 34

June 10 & 11
NEW JERSEY STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

Meonmouth Boat Club

June 17, 18

SPRING TUNE UP REGATTA

Bay Head Yacht Club — Fleet 3

June 24, 25
GOVERNORS CUP REGATTA

Riverton Yacht Club — Fleet 228

July 15, 16

CENTRAL ATLANTIC DISTRICT
CHAMPIONSHIP

Rivertan Yacht Club — Fleet 228

September 9 & 10
30th ANNUAL SURF CITY REGATTA

Surf City Yacht Club

September 9 & 10
PENN MANOR FALL REGATTA

Penn Manor Yacht Club — Fleat 442

Septamber 16 & 17
RED DRAGON FALL REGATTA

Red Dragon Canoe Club — Fleet 228

September 23 & 24
RIVERTON LIGHTNING REGATTA

Riverton ¥Yacht Club — Fleet 228

October 14 & 15
INDIAN SUMMER REGATTA

Brant Beach Yacht Club — Fleet 173




The New lersey Governors Cup, always hosted by Riverton Yacht
Club in June was won this yvear by Franz Schneider. This is no small
feat because the regatta has classes other than just Lightnings and the
cup is awarded to the winner of the best performing class and therefore
requires the co-operation of the other boats in the fleet. Franz walked
away with what happeared to be a two-year supply of silver,

Among the fall activities in the District is the Gamma Series which
consists of three weekend regattas held by Penn Manor, Red Dragon
and Riverton, In addition to having individual weekend competition,
the scores accumulate and an overall winner emerges. Bill Clausen won
the Gamma all three previous years and was winning this year after the
first two regattas. He gave us a break, however, by not being able to
attend the third weekend, thus creating a close contest among Gregg
Funari, Bucky Kloss, and Djoerd Hoekstra and the three finished in
that order,

The Atlantic Coast Championship held this year at Cedar Point,
Connecticut saw three of our best sailors place in the top five — Jack
Elfman second, Jay Lutz third and Jim Carson fifth.

With the season drawing to a close Glen Reitinger won the Indian
Summer Regatta at Brant Beach and Jim Carson was first at Quantico
with eight of our district sailors in attendance.

The past season was a successful one in the Central Atlantic District
in both enthusiastic turnouts at regattas and extremely high calibre
competition.

CENTRAL NEW YORK DISTRICT

District Commodore .. ......Raymond L, Nelson

District Secretary ... . P. Thomas Jungjohann
District Measurer ....... . .Edward F, Beadel, Jr,
Asst, District Measurer ... ... Leonard Tiedemann

District Champion .........Richard W. Hallagan

District Runner-Up...... - . R. Fisk Hayden
Junior Champion ....... R Bill Dodge
Junior Runner-Up ....... F—— Jim Pindell

Fleets: Skancateles Country Club (1); Lake Delta Y.C. (4); Mayfield
Y.C. (13); Pultneyville Y.C. (61); Newport Y.C. (77); Great Sodus Bay
(108); Red Jacket (125); Willow Bank ¥.C. (164); Henderson Harbor
Y.C. (225); Keuka Y.C. (252); Brockport Y.C. (267); Galway Lake
¥.C. (338); Thousand Islands Fleet (382); South Skaneateles Lightning
Assoc. (439),

It has been customary in recent years to begin planning our season
at the Winter District Meeting in December. This time, we were
fortunate enough to have Tom Allen with us to share some pointers an
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Onondaga Invitational
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tuning and tactics. We didn’t realize at the time that we were listening
to the next World Champion. We enjoyed Tom's talk and also his
presence at two of our regattas during the season.

A few were fortunate enough to make the trip south in March for
the Southern Circuit to begin the season, The less fortunate majority
waited till May and the Newport Invitational, This has been a joint
affair with the Lake Erie District for the past couple of years. For once
we were ready for them and managed to keep the top three spots for
the local boys, Kirk Revnolds, Fisk Hayden and Dick Hallagan. As
usual, the Lake Erie guys got even (and then some) at the Niagara
Frontier in June,

It's really great to see a fleet spring up almost out of nowhere and
become active. Such has been the case with Fleet 4 at Lake Delta.
Lightning sailing was dormant their for many years, but within the past
two years, a thriving fleet has emerged. I'm sure we will hear a lot more
from this corner of the district in years to come. They did a fine job of
sponsoring the Lake Shore Lightning Squadron regatta which this year
was the first leg of the Triple Crown.

The Triple Crown has been a two-boat duel between Dick Hallagan
and Fisk Hayden for several yvears now, and this one was no exception.
They traded first and second spots at Lake Delta and Pultneyville. The
third leg was at Keuka which is easily our largest regatta of the season.
(Somehow it got on the Lake Erie schedule too). Neither Dick nor Fisk
won the big Champagne money, but Dick was close enough to take the
Triple Crown handily, Fisk Hayden was second and Jeff Pentield third.
Our Lake Erie visitors took most of the top spots at Keuka with Mark
Bryant winning it again! (We're going to hide Keuka Lake next vear
where Mark can’t find it). Dave Parker also sailed an outstanding series
there to pull down a second in the midst of some real tough
competition.

Our District Championship was held at Red Jacket Y.C. on Cayuga
Lake, and provided a good test of skill and teamwork with four races in
moderate-to-heavy air. It looked like Fisk Hayden was going to win this
one, but Dick Hallagan pulled it out in the last race to win by a
one-point margin. Merle Pindell sailed a very consistent series to take
third place.

The Junior Districts also at Red Jacket attracted a healthy seven
entries. Bill Dodge overcame a three-point deficit in the final race to
win,

The CNYYRA regatta was held at Rochester where the younger
skippers took all the Lightning hardware. Bill Dodge, Dave Parker, and
Jim Pindell were 1,2,3. The best any of us old guys could do was fifth.

The final regatta of the year at Onondaga was a super heavy air
series. Jed Dodge looked like a shoo-in till the last jibe mark. While Jed
and crew were self rescuing, Tom McAuliffe breezed by to win the race
and the series. What a way 1o end the season, eh Tom?

Irondequoit Bay
Willow Bank Y.C.
Buffalo C.C.
Lake Delta
Skaneateles C.C.
Brockport Y.C.
Brockport Y.C.
Red Jacket Y.C.
Keuka Lake
Onondaga Lake
S. Skaneateles L.A.

* Central New York Triple Crown
# Lake Erie - Central New York Series




CENTRAL STATES DISTRICT

Doug Edwards
Harlan Long
Fritz Toussaint

District Commodore . . .
District Secretary .
District Measurer

District Champion
District Runner-Up . .

Fleets: Jayhawk (60); Odd Winds (296); Keystone (402); Perry
(438),

This year's district regatta was held in June at Lake Jacomo,
Missouri, We started out by first weighing and measuring the boats and
sails, then proceeded with the real of sailing. The winds varied from
light to heavy giving a variety of sailing conditions which also promoted
a few token dunkings.

Lunches were provided by the women of the Jacomo Fleet, who did
an excellent job, After it was all over John Gall took honors this year
with Chris Merrilat as runner-up.

In August, the Jaw Hawk Fleet at Lake Shawnee hosted an
invitational for Lightnings. The sailing was good, along with having the
whole lake for ourselves, The Club put on a steak fry after the regatta
along with some real foot stompin® music that night,

Dick Bartlett, who was elected District Commodore for 1978,
promises to have a real good regatta at Keystone Lake next year. David
Shea was elected District Secretary,

Hope all can make it!

CHILE DISTRICT
District Commodore . . . . Fernando Magnasco Aste
District Secretary Edmundo Perez Yoma
District Measurer ............ Pablo Gallyas, Sr.
District Champion Manuel Gonzalez Mas
District Runner-Up Alberto Gonzalez

Fleets: Yacht Club Chile (317), Algarrobo (318); Capricornio (319);
Higuerillas (342); Pichidangui (346).

The Chilean District showed intense National and International
activity during the past season.

Due to the fact that the XXIIl South American Lightning Class
Championship was to be held at Lago Villarrica, Pucon, the Chilean
Association of the Lightning Class invited Mr. Tom Allen to participate
in the training of the Chilean team.

The Favaro Cup served to classify Chilean helmsmen, and was won
by Alberto Gonzales M. The following people also classified as part of
the team: Manuel Gonzales M., Jaime Fernandez, Pablo Gallyas,
Rodrigo Zuazola and Manuel Gonzales B.

Previous to the South American Championship, a new edition of
the traditional Chile-Peru Cup was held in these same waters.

The results were as follows: First Manuel Gonzales (Chile),
Second — Alberto Gonzales (Chile), Third Jose Barreda M. (Peru),
Fourth — Jaime Fernandez (Chile), Fifth — Gunter Ritter (Peru), Sixth

Luis Loli (Peru).

Crews from Argentina, Brasil, Ecuador, Peru and Chile participated
in the XXIII South American Championship amid the beautiful
land scape of Southern Chile.

It was the first time that a South American Championship was run
on a lake: the water and wind behavior being to the entire satisfaction
of all participants. Ample information and details of this Championship
appear in this Year Book. It was narrowly won by Chilean Jaime
Fernandez, with Javier Melero and Tristan Aircardi as crew.

The National Lightning Class Championship was held at Algarrobo
in April of this year and it classified the crews that were to participate
in the IX World Lightning Class Championship. It was won by Manuel
Gonzales M. with Cristian Parro and Felipe Galvez; Alberto Gonzales
wias runner-up and third place went to Hugo Cuneo,

Chile participated with 3 crews in the Wordd Championship,
obtaining results notably superior to those reached in previous
championships of this type even though the crews were not able to have
the best boats available.

Finally, to celebrate El Mercurio, Valparaiso's renowned news-
paper’s 150th anniversary, an International Regatta was organized, Lo
which the present World Champion and Vice Champion of the class
were invited. Jose Barreda, the outstanding Peruvian yachtsman also
took part.
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The Championship was won by Mario Buckup with Ehelma and
Joaquin Feneberg; second place went to Tom Allen with Brenda and
Tom Jr. and third place to Rufino Melero, a Chilean helmsman who
proved to be the revelation of this season.

This Regatta was very interesting as it enabled an interchange of
ideas with these visitors which will, of course, benefit the Chilean
Lightning Class.

For the coming season, a new Commodore, Mr. Fernando Magnasco,
will head the Chilean District and will undoubtedly have a very good
performance.

COLOMBIA DISTRICT

District Commodore
District Secretary ........... Jorge Uzcategui B.
District Champion Fernando de la Concha
District Runner-Up .. ........... Stefano Paccini

Fleets: Club Nautico del Muna (73); Colombian Navy (275); Club
Nautico Del Tomina (432).

Club Nautico Del Muna was the most active fleet in the District
during the 1977 season. The trials for the World's and South American
Championships were held at our Club, The District couldn’t send any
crew to these Championships. Our National's were held in October at
our Club also with the winners being Fernando de la Concha, Muguel
Cano and Joaguin Tamayo. Out of 18 competitors most of them are
very voung and very active in the class.

It is nice to see this bunch of young people sailing Lightnings on our
lake.

On November 3 crews from our fleet flew to Lake San Pablo for a
regatta with the people of Ecuador. The winner was Dieter Dyck from
Quito and runner-up Fernando de la Concha from our fleet.

Gian Luea Fiori

CANADIAN

CHAMPIONSHIPS

NATIONAL YACHT CLUB
TORONTO

Aug. 5, 6, & 7

A MUST REGATTA FOR ‘78

THISONE ATTRACTS THE BIG GUNS

NO SHALLOW WATER OR HIGH SHORE LINES
GREAT CANADIAN HOSPITALITY

WRITE: ROSS GRAVES
72 KEYSTONE AVE.,
TORONTO, M4C 1H4
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CONNECTICUT-RHODE ISLAND DISTRICT

District Commodore . . ....oovun.. Bruce Seiffert

District Secretary .. ...ocivviiaciias Phil Griffin
District Champion ............. David Peterson
District Runmer-Up .. .ovcvievins s Dick Haise

Fleets; Housatonic Boat Club (6); Black Rock Yacht Club (17);
Niantic Bay Yacht Club (85); Cedar Point Yacht Club (126); Madison
Beach Club (129).

This district has been struggling through a period attempting to
sustain interest in the Lightning. The energy needed around this effort
is best carried by an interested and psyched group actively racing. We
seem to be on the upswing thanks to the strong and steady Cedar Point
group and recently Niantic, Black Rock, Madison Beach, and Housa-
tonic seem to be reinfected with renewed interest. Niantic, for 1978,
has initiated a new regatta called The Governor's Cup Open Invita-
tional, hoping to make it an annual event.

Right side Dave Peterson won every District Regatta this year.
“Woody™ only seems at a loss in a strong breeze and a sea. Speaking of
wind and sea, there sure was plenty of each at this year's NA's.

To the 1977 North Americans the Conn.-R.1. District sent — Bill
Shore, Phil Griffin, Dave Peterson, and John Cuccio. The wind and sea
were strong during the qualifying series, in which the then current NA
champ Bill Shore did not have to sail. Phil Griffin qualified fifth and
finished seventh, one boat behind sixth place Bill Shore. Dave Peterson
qualified for the Presidents’ Cup and won it. John Cuccio qualified for
the Governors' Cup.

DIXIE DISTRICT

District Commodore . . .........00. Fred Mertes
District Vice-Commodote . . ... ..o.oue... Al Mast
District Secretary ........... . . Dieter Grotheer
District Treasurer . ..ocvve voecnses Kitty Racine

................ Dave Racine
................. Rob Pratt

District Measurer
District Champion
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District Runner-Up...............Joe Friebele
Junior Champion

Junior Runner-Up

Fleets: Washington (50); Indiana River (72); North East River
(192); Susquehanna (253); Sassafras River (314); Rehoboth (325);
Severn River (329); Marine Corps D & E Command (354); Smith
Mountain Lake (377).

In the span of 27 weekends between the Southern Circuit and the
first of November this District has hosted 21 major regattas. Six
weekends were reserved for travel to other Districts. No wonder it's
hard to plan a vacation. The season started out traditionally with the
Azalea Regatta in Norfolk and ended on the Potomac River at the
Quantico Marine Corps Base with the Frostbite Regatta. In the second
Regatta, the No-Gas at Severn, Dr. Jim Gilbert meant business when
finishing first, ahead of Goldsmith and Hopkins.

During the summer two of our Sailors left temporarily to participate
at the the Lightning Worlds in Switzerland. Congratulations to both Jim
Crane, finishing third and Dr. Don Delorme in fifth place.

The Districts this year were held on Chesapeake Bay and hosted by
the Severn Fleet. After all 37 boats had been towed home from a
windless and raceless first day, light winds allowed three races the next
day at which time Joe Friebele impressed everyone with two firsts and
a second, followed by Bill Buckley, Al Mast and Rob Prati. The last
day’s racing took place under rather wet and gusty conditions with
poor visibility at times. With two firsts, Rob Pratt zoomed ahead to win
the championship with nearby Friebele in second and Buckley in third.

One of the more exciting and certainly important events is the Dixie
Junior Championship Regatta. Held for the seventh year, it is known to
be the oldest District Juniors. Again it was hosted by Fleet 192 at
Upper Chesapeake Yacht Club and organized by Bob Crowder.
Enthusiastic skippers and crews demonstrated their ability without
Dad’s help. Congratulations to Champion Bill Bush and Runner-Up
Dave Buckley. Many thanks to Bob Crowder and wife. Read the
write-up in the September '77 Flashes,

Rumors have it that the Dixies are host to the 1978 NA's. So come
and visit us. The racing and competition is great.

ECUADOR DISTRICT

District Commodore . . ............ Dieter Dyck
District Secretary Francisco Sola
District Measurers.......ooou. Felipe Elijuri and

Ing. Miguel Izurieta
District Champion ......0vvvnnann Dieter Dyck
District Runner-Up .. ...... Ing. Alberto Maspons

Fleets: Quayaquil Y.C. (272); Salinas Y.C. (405), Armada del
Ecuador (411); Club Lago San Pablo (447).

1977 was a yvear of normal activity for the Ecuador District. The
season started with participation in the South American Championships
in March., We sent three crews with their own boats to Chile. Francisco
Sola with his crew, Rafael Lecaro and Jonny Meira, brought back the
runner-up trophy. Dieter Dyck and his sons, Lars and Olaf, were fifth
and Juan Santos with Werner Moeller, Jr.,and Oscar Viteri, fifteenth.

During May, Club Nautico San Pablo held their yearly Fleet
Championship with Dieter Dyck first and Mauricio Martinez, second.

In July we had planned to send at least four boats to the World’s in
Switzerland, but only Dieter Dyck managed the trip to a country so far
away. A sixth place in that important event was more than we expected
for our district,

The Salinas Yacht Club hosted the District Championships starting
November 2. All fleets participated and the first ten positions were as
follows: Dicter Dyck 7 points, Ing. Alberto Maspons 12, Arturo
Ituralde 16, Mauricio Martinez 18, Miguel Perez 20, Felipe Eljuri 24,
Esteban Crespo 31, Jorge Matheus Jr. 41, Fernando Bermeo 51, Oscar
Enriquez 52.

The following weekend, November 12 - 13, Fleet 447 invited sailors
from Bogota, Columbia, for the first regatta to be held every vear
between Club Nautico del Muna and Club Nautico San Pablo. The
visitors from Bogota were: Fernando de la Concha with his crew, Morge
Uscategui and Miguel Cano, Jaime Casabianca with his wife, Carmen
Luz Casabianca, and Jorge Londono, Stefan Pacini with Jean Lucas
Fiori, and H. Vazquez. The trophy, which will be sailed for 6 years, was
won by C. N. San Pablo. The finishes were: Dieter Dyck first, Fernando
de la Concha second, Mauricio Martinez third, Jorge Matheus fourth,



Lars, Olaf and Dieter Dyck, the new District Champions.

Esteban Crespo fifth, Juan Santos sixth, Mario Ribadeneira seventh,
Stefan Pacini eighth, Guenther Langpap ninth, Jaime Casabianca tenth,
Jose Maria Perez eleventh and Alfred Zeller, Ir. twelfth.

We hope to defend the cup next year in Bogota successfully.

Finally, we should mention that Alberto Maspons attended the
Southern Circuit and Mauricio Martinez, the North Americans.

For December we have planned to participate in team racing with
the Peruvian District sailing in Ca-lao. This will be an entirely new
experience. Six Ecuadorian boats will compete with six Peruvian boats.

FINLAND DISTRICT

District Commodore . ... .cvevune Hartti Nisonen
District Secretary .ovvevenveans Lauri Heikkila
District Measurer .............« Terho Aromaa
District Champion ........c00004 Leif Haglund
District Runner-Up . . .. coocvivinina. Pertti Pyy

Fleets: Helsinki (166); Kotka (298); Pori (306); Oulu (307); Raahe
(308); Kemi (310); Jyvaslyla (328); Nasijarvi (394); Pyhaselka (428);
Tuusulanjarvi (456); Valkeakoski (468); Jamsa (469),

The Finland District had a fantastic season this year with the
District Championships being held at the Hoytiaisen Pursiseura in the
eastern part of Finland. The hosting Yacht Club showed its activity in
arrangements and we saw for the first time over thirty boats (30} on the
starting line, This year the competition was closer than other years and
the difference between the four top boats was two points. The new
Finnish Champions are Leil Haglund, Veikko Valkama and Pentti
Puupera, boat Ariana ¥ with nine points. Runner-up — Pertti Pyy, Ritva
Pyy ana Lauri Heikkila had the same number of points with boat
Amarillo. Third was Lasse Hammar, Simo Koski and Harry Hammar,
boat Rio-Rita If, 4th Charlic Brown —Antti Ruuskanen, Sth Fanny Il
Seppo Lahdemaki, 6th Punkku Kari Maenpaa, 7th Kikka IT

Markku Paloma, 8th Cobra Esa Nording, 9th Mister X — Jouko
Lehtinen, 10th Pohjan Akka Aulis Naykki, 11th Pilpatus — Timo
Patosuo, 12th Vahine If Unto Maenpaa, 13th Vipunen Lauri
Hamalainen, 14th Triple Ahti Immonen, 15th Masi Il — Terho

Aromaa.

Six of our boats were trailed to Italy Numana in May to take part in
the Europeans. The results of Finnish boats were: Antti Ruuskanen
2nd, Vesa Tapola 5th, Hartti Nisonen 8th, Timo Patosuo 14th, Markku
Paloma 15th, Lasse Hammar 16th.

Four of these boats then moved on to Switzerland where Yacht
Club Spiez hosted the 1977 Lightning World Championship. Three
other boats came direct from Finland so that seven Finnish boats took
part in this event. After ten days, at a fantastic time, “thank’s for Swiss
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people,” we had to pack our boats and travel back to Finland. The
finnish results at the World's were: 25th V.1.P. Vesa Tapola, Ilkka
Tapola, Pertti Nyman (the only boat with wooden mast), 29th Antt
Ruuskanen, 40th Kari Maenpaa, 41st Hartti Nisonen, 45th Leif
Haglund, 46th Pertti Pyy and 44th Lasse Hammar.

The ranking series were sailed in six regattas during the season under
new rules, Twenty-one boats totaled the results of three regattas. Antti
Ruuskanen, Ilpo Hanninen and Kari Kahkonen won this series with
boat Charlie Brown. Second place was Hartti Nisonen, [lpo Nisonen and
Antero Uitto, boat Asterix. Third place went to Amarillo, skippered by
Pertti Pyy.

The Finland District picked up eleven new boats and two new fleets,
Valkeakoski and Jamsa, during this season.

Representatives of our district participated in the Winter Meeting at
St, Petersburg (Pertti and Ritva Pyy) and the ILCA World Meeting at
Spiez (Antli Aromaa, Lauri Heikkila, Pertti and Ritva Pyy) and we can
say that these contacts with other Lightning sailors from all over the
world are very important to the future of the Class in Finland.

Helping to promote the Lightning at a Finnish Boat Show.,

FLORIDA DISTRICT

District Commodore . . ............. Jim Pinion
District Secretary (acting) .......... Jim Pinion
District Champion ......... Fred Hutchinson, 11
District Runner-Up . ..o iv e vnn Jorge Freeland

Fleets: Biscayne Bay (226).

At this time the only organized Lightning activity in the Florida
District is taking place within Fleet 226, which is located on beautiful
Biscayne Bay. However, just a few miles north of Miami, at North Palm
Beach, a new interest in Lightning Sailing is coming on strong; Dr. John
Swenson recently accepted delivery of Boat 13218 and there is a prom-
ise of more activity in that area.

In Fleet 226, a new enthusiasm has prevailed all year. One of the
reasons is the interest sparked by the annual gathering at Mid-Winter
time of the Southern Circuit Races. This same spark has stayed around
all year.

Our District Championship Races, hosted by Coconut Grove Sailing
Club, as usual, set up super race courses and conducted an excellent
race series. The races were held on April 30 and May 1, 1977.

Fred Hutchinson, 11 took top honors, while Jorge Freeland finished



INDIANA DISTRICT
1978 Regatta Schedule

Indiana Open Regatta *
Indianapolis Sailing Club

May 6-7

Geist Reservoir, Indianapolis, Indiana

Hoosier Regatta
Wawasee Yacht Club
Lake Wawasee, Syracuse, Indiana

Indiana District Championship**
Wawasee Yacht Club

June 10-11

June 17-18

Lake Wawasee, Syracuse, Indiana

Lake Monroe Sailing Association
Bloomington, Indiana

Fleet 420 “Wanfinlrapimup’”

September 16-17

October 7-8

Mississinewa Lake, Peru, Indiana

* First Regatta in the Northern Spring Circuit
** Annual Indiana District Meeting will be held

with a very close second. Third place was claimed by Sam Pearl. The
top three places were taken by people all under 17 years of age. This is
indicative of the competition in our area.

We were fortunate to have Jorge Freeland, along with his crew, Mara
Freeland and Jim Alman to represent our District at the Jr. North
Americans and North Americans.

Overall it was a very active year for the Florida District. We are
expecting an even greater year in 1978,

INDIANA DISTRICT

District Commodore . ..........cou.. Bill Saeger
District Secretary .....ccoviwiiss June Schubert
District Measurer . ....:...4::.:.:.John Leath
District Champion ........... Tom McDermott
District Runner-Up ... ..ovvvnnnn. Bruce Baiden
Junior Champion ............. Charlie Medlock

Fleets: Wawasee Yacht Club (154); Indianapolis Sailing Club (270);
Mississinewa Reservoir (420); Tippecanoe Lake Yacht Club (425);
Muncie Sailing Club (460); Lake Monroe Sailing Association Lightning
Fleet (464).

Hoosier is Indiana! And we hear it at all our regattas. Hoosier
skipper? Hoosier crew? Hoosier competition? Hoosier race committee?
Hoosier scorer? Hoosier purveyor of fine food and grog? Happily, — we
seldom hear Hoosier protest committee?

This year's Indiana Opean was sailed on April 30 and May 1 at Geist
Reservoir. Host Fleet 270 Indianapolis Sailing Club came up with some
lovely light to medium air and nice temperatures. Forty boats
participated from lowa, Illinois, Michigan and Ohio with of course a
liberal sprinkling of Hoosier entries. Top skipper was Jack Mueller from
Cleveland. Hank Hodgson of Devil’s Lake, Michigan was runner-up with
third spoi going to Bill Crow.

Fleet 270 promises to continue its post race super supper and
cocktail hour, however, watch out next year. Hoosier hospitality has its
limits. We'll try to keep more silver at home next year.
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On June 18-19, Fleet 154 presented the Hoosier Regatta. Wawasee
Yacht Club filled their lovely punch bowl and brought on a wind to be
rememberd. Wawasee's Loch Monster devoured several boats in the
ensuing melee. Ron Scherrer’s watch along with several assorted sailors
was thrown in as sacrifice but the wind monster was not to be
appeased. All surviving hardy sailors retired to a great roast beef dinner.
Winner Bill Buckles, second place Ron Blair, third Bill Crow, and fourth
George Buckingham were toasted with blistered hands around the great
bottomless punch bowl.

Muncie Sailing Club Fleet 460 was the setting for the Indiana
District Championship and the Annual District Meeting on June 25-26.
Weather Saturday morning was not auspicious, however, one very fine
wind chant executed by our resident Indian, Ray Trotta, scared up
some fine breezes for both days. The District Championship was won
by Tom McDermott! Second spot went to Bruce Baiden and third to
Keith Swihart, The District Meeting was conducted under the capable
direction of George Buckingham and was concluded rapidly. New
officers are Commodore Bill Saeger and Secretary-Treasurer June
Schubert, both from Fleet 270. The reason business was concluded
rapidly was because we all could smell the steak and corn roast subtley
urging us on. By the way they certainly have unique pepsi cola in
Muncie.

Lake Monroe Sailing Association Fleet 464 gave us all her best
weather on August 27-28, A first regatta for this fleet showed the way
with strong winds and medium chop on this largest lake in Indiana. We
were favored with beautiful skies, spectacular sunsets, and moonlit
night waters. Saturday showed us good wind but blew us in safely for a
fine supper and happy hour. The wind came up on Sunday and gave us
all enough to keep skippers happy and crews hopping. Let’s hear a
cheer for Sam Ertle’s cure for a chipped elbow and cracked rib — a
cheer for Fleet 464's great hospitality and help in launching and hauling
everyone. Blowing into first place was Brad Wagnon of Muncie (this in
spite of a man overboard) second went to Bob Schubert, Indianapolis
and third to Bob Carter, Indianapolis. We all enjoyed this first Zephyr
Regatta but have rechristened it in light of their winds “Big Blow at
Monroe™.



Wanfinlrapmup Fleet 420 Mississinewa Lake — That's where the
action was on October 1-2. We've been building winds all season but
Fleet 420 mixed them up and we had light air on Saturday leaving
standings of Hank Hodgson in first and Jack Mueller in second.

Sunday morning after a particularly lovely party given by some very
special people, the wind came up a little too much, and with the safety
boat’s engine protesting, John Nixon decided someone was telling him
something. So —— Sunday’s races were cancelled leaving the regatta
winners as of Saturday’s standings and leaving all of us with good
feelings about our Lightning Sailors, friends and great plans for next
year's regattas.....And the winds upl........

ITALIAN DISTRICT

C. V. Mario Lo Sardo
............ Nando De Amicis

.............. Bruno Magoni
Luigi Merola
Umberto Talamonti

District Commodore
District Secretary
District Champion
District Runner-Up
Junior Champion

Fleets: Marivela (235); del Garda (249); di Roma (271), di Anzio
(278); Lega Navale Maliana Anzio (312); La Spezia (321); Lido degli
Estensi (355); Formia (389); Flotta del Faro Cervia (390); Marsala
{449); Trasimeno (453); Conero (466); Flotta del Lario (467).

The past year has been a very important one for Lightning sailors in
Italy. The European Championship was hosted by our district and was
held at Numana on the Adriatic coast with 33 boats participating from
Switzerland, Finland and Italy. For the Italians the final results were
valid for the District Championship. Magoni, with DeAngels and Rizieri
in 13068 Sistiana of fleet 235, was the new Italian Champion. Merola,
with Mario and Francesco Lo Sardo in 13061 Lols uno of fleet 235,
was the runner-up. DeAmicis, with his son, Alberto, and Matteo
Borwlaso in 8763 Sindbad of fleet 249, was third. Other results were as
follows: Viviani, Armenii and Moroni were fourth in 12427 Julia of
fleet 466; Bardi, Mandrioli and Gasperini were fifth in 9316 Cap.
Morine of fleet 321; Crucitti, Giacalone and Martinez were sixth in
12905 Fasy Wave of fleet 449; Salvetti, Saulini and Salvetti were
seventh in 13037 Joe Condor of fleet 453; De Segni, Mieli and Federici
were eighth in 12475 Coed of fleet 312; DeRegis, Ciurnelli and
Rustichelli were ninth in 12297 Gargantua of fleet 453; and Tremante,
Tezza and Perin were tenth in 9450 Tretepe of fleet 249,

Six Italian boats took part in the World Championship at Spiez, but
the results were not good. Luigi Merola with 32nd place and Nando
DeAmicis with 43rd place were the best.

WVery important for the district was the building of a new glass boat
in Italy, 13061 is the prototype of the Salver of Brindisi and is of very
solid glass construction and is a very competitive boat. There is
possibility of diffusion of the new glass boat during the next year with
the help of promo tional activity by the District.

We are very happy to welcome Lightning Fleet 467 “Flotta del
Lario™ on Como Lake in north Italy. The situation of the other fleets
has ameliorated. Fleets 449, 453, 466 and 467 constitute a solid base
for increase of activity in the respective areas. Fleets 235 and 249
include skippers most available for large transfers, but the Trasimeno's
skippers (I 433) found the best way and took part in a large number of
regattas,

Altogether there are about 200 members of the LL.C.A. in Italy at
the present time and more than 50 boats took part in 1977 regattas.
These are meaningful figures!

LAKE ERIE DISTRICT

District Commodore .........cocu0. Bill Hunter
District Corresponding Sec’y . ......Judy Walker
District Executive Secretary . ... ... Cal Schmiege
District Treasurer ............ Dave Duchscherer
District Measurer ............c.cvuu. Bill Potter
District Asst. Measurer ............ Mark Bryant
District Champion ...............Mark Bryant
District Runner-Up . .o v ivvnvons Jay Hansen
District Jr. Champion . .....covuuea. Chris Jones
District-Jr. Runmer-Up ........... Doug Hunter

Fleets: Buffalo Canoe Club (12); Chautauqua Lake Y.C. (19); Silver
Lake Y.C. (47); Niagara Sailing Club (59); Sandy Beach Y.C. (78);
Buffalo, Y.C. (81); Cuba Lake (115); Royal Hamilton Y.C. (118);
Toronto Bay (146); Conneaut Bay (180); Chautauqua (198); Dunkirk
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Harbor (311); London (347); Parkway Sailing Club (406); Lake Arthur

L.F. (441); Lake Glendale Y.C. (444).
BULLETIN: TOM ALLEN WINS

MEISTERSHAFT IN SWITZERLAND.

1977 LIGHTNING WELT-

This has to be the biggest news in the Lake Erie District this year,
Our boy did it!!! Tom won the World’s for the fourth time. The
District is proud of him and congratulates Tom and his crew, daughter
Brenda and son Tom. Congratulations too to Jim Neville and his allgirl
crew, sisters Candy and Nancy, for a very respectable fourth place
finish. This ““all in the family™ thing really works.

Back to the basics—the Spring District Meeting was held at Buffalo
Canoe Club in April. In the afternoon, there were “Tales of the 1977
Southern Circuit”, After dinner ILCA President Bob Adams, our guest
speaker, let us know what was new in the Lightning Class. Following
this there was a unique and outstanding video entertainment provided
by Fleet 118, RHYC.

Qur sailing season began as usual with the Eby Series at BCC. Also,
as usual, the weather was not very cooperative, but the heartiest souls
were there. Of 18 boats, Stu Anderson was first followed by Jay
Hansen and Ed Roseberry...all BCC members.

At the Niagara Frontier Invitational Regatta, 52 Lightnings were on
the starting line. Overall winner was Ed Roseberry-BCC with Jim
Dressel of Buckeye Lake second and Stu Anderson-BCC third. The
afternoon race was blown out on Saturday and the NFIR ended as a
tWo-Tace series.

The interdistrict competition, combining the results of The Newport
Yacht Club Invitational (Central New York District) and the Niagara
Frontier Invitational (Lake Erie District), produced Fisk Hayden
(CNYD) as the winner with Kirk Reynolds (CNYD) second and Stu
Anderson (LED) third. The Lake Erie District will have to “try harder™
in 1978.

For those who chose to ravel, there were Lightning regattas at
various clubs in the District every weekend throughout the sailing
season. Stories on these will be found in the Fleet Reports,

Another first for the Lake Erie District—the District Regatta was
held at Niagara Sailing Club with the golden opportunity to compete in
the current and fluky winds of the upper Niagara River. The John Y.
Sloan Junior District Championship was won by IChris’ Jones-BCC with
Doug Hunter-RHYC second and Skip Wilday-CLYC third. There were
six enthusiastic young skippers on hand for the starting gun, Under the
capable direction of Race Committee Chairman Doug Hooper, five
races were completed in the District Regatta with forty-four boats
competing. Mark Bryant-SBYC was the winner with a two-point margin
over Jay Hansen-BCC who was second, The others who qualified for the
North Americans, in order, were Bill Neal -SLYC, Stu Anderson-BCC,
Ron Cochrane-NYC, Bob Starck-NSC, Ed Roseberry-BCC, Dave
Sprague-BYC, Dave Ingram-Chautauqua, Peter Bone-SLYC, Matt
Bryant Jr.-BCC, Don Cutler-CLYC and Judy Walker-NSC. A vote of
thanks to Regatta Chairman Jack Swanson and the Niagara Sailing
Club.

Meanwhile, back at the World's in Spiez, Switzerland, the District
was represented by Tom Allen, Larry MacDonald Jr., Cal Schmiege and
Jim Neville.

The 1977 Canadian Open was held in far away Thunder Bay on
cold, cold Lake Superior. Twenty-seven boats competed and the Lake
Erie District took the first three places. First was Jay Hansen,
second-Larry MacDonald Jr. and third-Pete Sulman.

The Lake Erie District placed nine boats in the Blue Fleet in the
North Americans at Buffalo Canoe Club. The best finisher was Stu
Anderson with an overall 8th.

The fourth annual Old Salts Regatta, all skippers and crew under
100 but over 50 and yvoung at heart, was won by young Ward Wilday.

The Northern Fall Circuit includes regattas at Dunkirk on Lake Erie,
Silver Lake and Sandy Beach Yacht Club on the upper Niagara River.
At Dunkirk, the racing was blown out on Saturday, but on Sunday two
races were sailed, The next two weekends, at Silver Lake and Sandy
Beach, black rain clouds followed the Lightnings, but we sailed in spite
of Mother Nature's handicaps. There were 28 boats at Dunkirk, 50 at
Silver Lake and 33 at Sandy Beach. Nineteen boats completed the
three-regatta circuit. First place in the “A™ Fleet went to Larry
MacDonald Jr. followed by Stu Anderson and Matt Bryant Jr. In the
“B" Fleet, Judy Walker was first, Gordy Compson was second and Dale
Taulbee was third,

Overall the Lake Erie District had a very successful season. A special
thank you goes to Commodore Bill Hunter who did a super job in
directing District affairs.



LAKE ERIE DISTRICT
REGATTA SCHEDULE

REGATTA

EBY SERIES
REUNION REGATTA

ERIE OPEN

CORNBALL REGATTA

NIAGARA FRONTIER INVITATIONAL
HAMILTON HARBOUR INVITATIONAL

PARKWAY INVITATIONAL

40TH ANNIVERSARY REGATTA
NIAGARA RIVER CHAMPIONSHIP
GEORGIAN BAY REGATTA
JUNIOR DISTRICTS

DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIPS

CANADIAN OPEN
CHAMPAGNE REGATTA
CUBA LAKE REGATTA
NORTH AMERICANS
TRI-CLUB REGATTA
OLD SALTS REGATTA

DUNKIRK REGATTA
HARVEST REGATTA
HAUL-OUT REGATTA
TURKEY REGATTA

PUMPKIN REGATTA

1978

HOST CLUB

BUFFALO CANOE CLUB
NEWPORT YACHT CLUB

ERIE YACHT CLUB

CHAUTAUQUA LAKE YACHT CLUB
BUFFALO CANOE CLUB

ROYAL HAMILTON YACHT CLUB

PARKWAY SAILING CLUB
SKANEATELES YACHT CLUB
NIAGARA SAILING CLUB
GEORGIAN BAY

BUFFALO CANOE CLUB
BUFFALO CANOE CLUB

NATIONAL YACHT CLUB
KEUKA YACHT CLUB
CUBA LAKE YACHT CLUB

NIAGARA SAILING CLUB
BUFFALO CANOE CLUB

DUNKIRK YACHT CLUB

SILVER LAKE YACHT CLUB
SANDY BEACH YACHT CLUB
ROYAL HAMILTON YACHT CLUB

LONDON CLUB

Q 2

TENTATIVE DATE

May 6,7, & 13,14
May 20-21

June 3,4

June 10,11
June 17,18
June 24, 25

July 8,9
July 8,9
July 15,16
July 22,23
July 26-27
July 28-30

August 5-7

August 12,13

August 26,27
August 30

September 9,10
September 16, 17
September 23,24
September 30

October 7-9



District Champion Tom Green with Mark and Nina Huza as crew, with
a large lead at the Districts,

LONG ISLAND DISTRICT

District Commodore ., . ..oovvvnenn Alan Pearlman
District Secretary ........... Frank Marianaccio
District Champion . ......cccuuuens Tom Green

Fleets: Northport Bay (98); Manhasset Bay (133); Great South Bay
(178); Southhampton (431).

The Long Island District has had an active vear both at home and
away, We started the year by sending a contingent to the Red Bank
Regatta. Our boats didn't win, but we had lots of fun. After a lot of
local sailing the District Championship was hosted by the Southampton
Fleet. Their graciousness was exceeded only by the excellence of their
courses and the super sailing had by all. Tom Green won all three races
by a large margin to lead a Great South Bay Fleet sweep of the top five
places. Second was Frank Marinaccio followed by Frank Atkinson, Ir.,
Frank Atkinson, Sr., and Tom Tyler. Misters Green and Tyler had a
great time at the North Americans as our representatives. Our district
achivities closed with the trip to Cedar Point for their invitational.

The racing membership of the Long Island District has concentrated
into two major fleets. The increasing cost of membership at some of the
“old line” yacht clubs on the north shore has driven out the Lightning
Fleets. There are however rumors of a resurgance of the Setauket Yacht
Club Fleet (323), Our Great South Bay (178) and Southampton (431)
Fleets are alive, well, and growing as the Lighining makes itself known.
1977 was a good year, but 1978 will be even better.

METROPOLITAN DISTRICT

District Commodore . ............ Tom Bierman
District Secrefary . c.oiiviviiiaon Patrick Corr
District Measurer ......oouweveoss Denis Farley
District Champion ............. John Brewster
District Runner-Up . . .o vvv v vnn Jack Huntsman

Fleets: Paupack (16); Lake Mohawk (25); Chelsea (39); High Tor
{(41); Redbank (70); Nyack (75); Awosting (95); Harvey's Lake (350).

The Metropolitan District sailing season gol off to an early and
chilly start with the Long John Regatta sponsored by Fleet 70 at
Monmouth Boat Club, Fisk Hayden mastered the tricky April wind to
take two firsts and a 14th to win this regatta,

The Mid-Hudson Circuit was won again this yvear by the High Tor
team of Mark Lewis and George Bitler. They did not have an easy win,
though, as Gary Hurban of Nyack came in a close second, only 1%
points behind them.

Our Districts were held at beautiful Lake Wallenpaupack this year.
The hospitality of the members of Fleet 16 combined with excellent
weather conditions to make a great sailing weekend. 38 boats
participated in the regatta, competing for the six available slots for the
North American’s, For the first time, we had a Junior District’s, Jack
Huntsman was 1st, Kevin Corr 2nd and Frank Mergenthaller and Kurt
Wilson tied for 3rd.

At the N.ALs, John Schneider captured a 15th and Sandy Huntsman
a 28th in the Championship Fleet. In the Presidents Cup, Denis Farley
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METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
1978 REGATTA SCHEDULE

April 29 & 30 Long John Red Bank, N.J.

Mid-Hudson Circuit

June 3 & 4 Magnus Pederson Nyack, N.Y.

June 10 & 11 Hi-Tor Sutherland Stoneypoint, N.Y.

July 8& 9

Chelsea Open Chelsea, N.Y.

July 15& 16  DISTRICTS-

Lake Mohawk

Sparta N.J.

Short Circuit

Sept. 9 & 10 Whisker Pale Greenwood Lake, N.J.

Sept. 16 & 17 Lake Wallenpaupack Paupack, N.J.

Sept, 23 & 24  Lake Mohawk Sparta, N.J.

i

Metropolitan District Winners — John Brewster Isi, Jack Huntsman
2nd, Jon Schwartz 3rd, Denis Farley 4th, Herm Henschen Sth, Jack
Huntsman also was the Jr. Champ.

was 2nd, Tom Bierman 19th and Jack Huntsman 26th. Jon Schwartz
was st in the Governors Cup.

For the first time, our District was represented at the Junior North
American’s. Jack Huntsman and Kevin Corr made the trip to the
Buffalo Canoe Club with Sandy and Mary Huntsman. Sandy and Mary
deserve a Medal for putting up with the appetites and antics of six 15
yvear old boys for 432 miles and a week. When the heavy air and high
waves subsided, Kevin finished in 17th place and Jack in 28th. Since
both are only 15 vears old, we hope to hear more about them in future
Junior N.A's.

September also means the Short Circuit in the Metropolitan District.
Tom Bierman of Mohawk was overall winner this year. Tom was a close
second last year,

Our congratulations are extended to John Schneider on becoming
President of the 1LL.C.A.

Our congratulations also go to Bob Hutchinson on his 11th place
finish at the Worlds. Hutch was 4th at the Atlantic Coast Championship
Regatta at Cedar Point in a fleet of 68 boats,




MICHIGAN DISTRICT

TAWAS BAY Y.C.
DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIP
JULY 6 thru 9

GRAND TRAVERSE BAY Y.C.
AUGUST 12 & 13

BAY CITY INVITATIONAL &
JUNIOR DISTRICTS
JULY 15 & 16

HIGGINS LAKE BOAT CLUB
AUGUST 5 & 6

LAKE FENTON SAIL CLUB
DISTRICT TEAM RACE
JUNE 24 & 25

LAKE LANSING

HAY 6 & 7 MICHIGAN

GULL LAKE PONTIAC Y.C. CASS LAKE
JULY 22 & 23 ¢ SEPTEMBER 9 & 10
I
7
CLARK LAKE DEVILS LAKE Y.C. CRESCENT SAIL Y.C.
SEPT. 23 & 24 SEPT. 16 & 17 JUNE 17 & 18

PLEASE COME TO THESE MICHIGAN REGATTAS

AND HELP US CELEBRATE THE 40th ANNIVERSARY

OF THE LIGHTNING.
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COME SAIL WITH US AT
BEAUTIFUL DEVILS LAKE
HOME OF FLEET 31

Lightning Classes — Oldest Invitational Regatta

aS5th ANINUAL
“This ones for Fun?”

PREVIOUS WINNERS

1944 C.B. CRITTENDEN
1945 JACK SQUIRES
1946 WALT SWINDEMAN
1947 DICK KRAUSS
1948 DICK KRAUSS
1949 GEORGE MALUDY
1950 DAVE SPITZNAGLE
1951 HERM NICKLES
1952 GERALD MURPHY
1953 WESWIEDRICK
1954 DICK KRAUSS
1955 DICK KRAUSS
1956 WES WIEDRICK
C.B.CRITTENDEN 1957 ED & BILL MC KINLEY JACK BEAL
LIFE MEMBER P 1953 RUD NELSUN LIFE MEMBER
1959 HERM NICKLES
1960 HERM NICKLES
1961 BUD NELSON
1962 BRUCE GOLDSMITH
1963 BRUCE GOLDSMITH
1964 JEFF MOEHL
1965 DAVE NICKLES
1966 BRUCE GOLDSMITH
1967 BILL MC KINLEY
1968 BRUCE GOLDSMITH
1969 BRUCE GOLDSMITH
1970 BRUCE GOLDSMITH _
1971  BILL MC KINLEY S
1972  BILL MC KINLEY
1973 GEORGE NICKLES
1974 MERRILL BALES
1975 BOB KNOP
1976 BILL MCKINLEY

' e
Eﬁ\fﬁ o
1977 BRUCE GOLDSMITH

— WININERS — 118 ? — WINNERS —

SEPT. 16 — 17

TROPHIES FOR THE FIRST TEN SKIPPERS AND CREWS, PLUS PARTICIPATION AWARDS

FOR ALL ENTRIES.
Contact Jack Tibbs or George Sipel, c/o Devils Lake Yacht Club, Manitou Beach, Ml. 49253

for information and accommodations.

.\\\\\;\\h‘.‘c‘“
R




MICHIGAN DISTRICT

District Commodore . . .

District Secratary .. v iiiiiiiieiea Bob Mathers
District Junior Commodore ....... Carl Hesse, JIr.
District Measurer ........co0uv00 Robert Knop

District Champion
District Runner-Up .... ..
Junior Champion
Junior Runner-Up

.. Hank Hodgson
oo oo Garry Demarest
....... J1im Morse
Kyle Militzer

Fleets: South Haven (30); Devils Lake (31); Crescent Sail Club (51);
Lake Fenton (53); Pontiac Y.C. (54); Higgins Lake (110); Gull Lake
{137); Tawas Bay Y.C. (152); Saginaw Bay (216); Grand Traverse Y.C.
(326); Pentwater (340); Douglas Lake (374); Les Chenecaux (378);
Lansing Sail Club (387); Neahtawanta Y.C. (403); Clark Lake (416);
Union Lake Y.C. (458).

The Michigan District again got off to a tremendous start with our
first regatta at Lake Lansing on May 4-5 just about a month after we
put away the ice boats. Bill McKinley proved victorious with John
Corbett following close behind, Three weeks later all the hot shots
headed for North Cape, down on Lake Erie. The reason for all the
interest in an Ohio District Regatta is that the Devils Lake Lightning
Fleet was planning on holding our Districts at the North Cape Club and
everyone was interested in getting a taste of Lake Erie water, ha, ha.
Fortunately, however, no one did.

June brought many of our sailors to Crescent Sail Yacht Club on
Lake St. Clair with the highlight of having Bruce Goldsmith and Bob
Knop give a seminar on heavy air sailing techniques. We then went out
into the lake with 23 boats and came back with 10 finishers after two
races. Included in the casualties was Bruce with a broken spar. As the
Sunday races were cancelled because of too much air,Garry Demarest
emerged as the winner with Tryg Jacobson from Wisconsin following in
second place. Our next big event was the Michigan District team race.
Eight four-boat teams sailed in this closely fought contest. Douglas
Lake was first, Pontiac Y.C. second and the host club, Fenton third.

Hank Hodgson was first and Rick Larson second at Gull Lake. Our
District Championship followed with Hank Hodgson again coming out
on top of the pile. This was a very close contest as we found Demarest,
McKinley, Cameron and H. Nickel making up the first five places.

The next big event was the combination Senior Invitational Regatta
and the Michigan Junior District Championship sponsored by the Bay
City Lightning Fleet held on Saginaw Bay. The winner of the senior
race was again Hank Hodgson with three “bullets” followed by Dave
Fury with three seconds and Gordon Gotberg with three thirds. These
races were fun but not near as interesting as watching the nine juniors
race. Among the nine was this authors little son skippering for the first
time in big water with a tofal crew weight of 340 Ibs. This was really
exciting as they figured out how to make a Lightning go and finally in
the last race popped out in front and lead the fleet for all seven legs. All
you dads with kids old enough to hold a tiller should plan on bringing
theirs next year. Congratulations to Junior Champion Jim Morse and
Runner-Up Kyle Militzer, Good sailing guys! Our last regatta before the
N.A.s was held on beautiful Higgins Lake, said to be one of the most
beautiful lakes in the world. This was won by past Michigan District
Champion Garry Demarest with this years Champ, Hank Hodgson close
behind in second place

This year we sent eleven boats to the N.A.s in Buffalo with young
Clarence Holman doing the best as he qualified for the Championship
Fleet. In addition, we had five boats in each of the other two fleets.
Pontiac Y.C. was the best represented with five boats in attendance.
After Buffalo, everyone went home and rested up for the biggest
regatta in Michigan at the Pontiac Yacht Club. This event has a higher
participation record than most districts with 40 to 48 baoats usually
sailing, This year we held true to our name of the White Cap Regatta
with 30 m.p.h. gusts on Saturday. This was enough to do in your
secretary with a capsize, turtle, mast stuck in the mud and finally a
three piece mast when it finally came up. For the third year in a row
Gary Cameron with Garry Demarest as crew was the victor. Bill
Campbell tied with Hank Hodgson for second, but the tie breaker gave
Campbell the second place trophy. It should be noted that this club
gives equal size trophies to the first ten skippers and all of their crews in
addition to the perpetual first place trophy.

The season ended with two regatias in south central Michigan. The
first was at Devils Lake which again drew Bruce Goldsmith back to
Michigan waters. This time Bruce kept his spar in one piece and beat
out Garry Demarest for first place. Garry, however, was a close second.
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The last regatta was held at Clark Lake. Again Hank Hodgson stole first
place honors, but a new name, Dale Mahrle from Union Lake, ended up
in second, Dale must have been watching closely when he crewed for
Hank earlier in the season. Nice going Dale.

The final activity of the District was the display of a new Lightning
at the Great Lakes Boat Show at Metropolitan Beach on Lake St. Clair.
Thanks go to Hank Callahan and his gang from Pontiac Yacht Club for
this successful undertaking. Some of the comments heard; “Gee, I
didn’t realize the Lightning had turned into such a sophisticated racing
boat”; and, “As soon as I can sell my big boat, | am going back to a
Lightning”.

Our annual winter meeting held in December brought out about 75
people as Bruce Goldsmith gave us a talk on “How to Capitalize on
Other People’s Mistakes™

MIDWEST DISTRICT
District Commodore. .. ......... Eric R. Larson
District Secsrotary ..o evvsw s ome Donna Larson

District Measurer

District Champion
District Runner-Up
Junjor Champion .............u..
Junior Runner-Up .

Fleets: Chicago Corinthian (5); Milwaukee Yacht Club (69); Green
Bay (112); Lake Davenport (167); Sheboygan (187); Lake Geneva
(345); Manitowoc (393).

This past season might be remembered for its foggy June, hot (1)
July, and rainy August. Come to think about it, we had a good lime
anyway.

There seemed to be much excitement at January's Midwinter
mecting when Fleet 393 (Manitowoc) announced that it would like to
host a regatta. Since we had an early June weekend open in our
schedule, the appropriately named lcebreaker Regatta was inserted
there. However, somebody must have been foaling with Mother Nature
as dense fog and high winds combined to wipe out all races. It was a
greal disappointment to the fine people of Manitowoc who had done
everything to make for a good regatta. We all had a good time playing
poker and pool and drinking large quantities of beer,

The P & T Regatta in Milwaukee was next. Gordon Ettie, formerly
of Atanta, Georgia and a most welcome addition to our district,
showed the way with a first. Second was Rick Larson of Sheboygan and
third went to Dr. John Esser of Milwaukee,

Next stop on the Circuit was the Oxie Regatta at Lake Geneva.
Always one of the most popular regattas, this year's added incentive
was a chance to trade tacks with Bruce Goldsmith. When the spray had
cleared after the last race, we found Gordon Ettie again in the victory
circle. Rounding out the top five were Goldsmith, Esser, Dick Hinze of
Chicago, and Bob Novak of Lake Geneva. As always, a highlight is the
Saturday night banquet. After dinner, many of the crews looking for
relaxation could be found at the Thumbs Up, swinging and swaying to
the gentle and melodic sounds of Rick Larson and his Stumpf Fiddle.

It was apparent that after his two fine showings, Gordon Ettie and
his yellow SaZerac were strong contenders for the District Champion-
ship crown of perennial Champ and favorite Bruce Goldsmith. With all
sorts of weather and current conditions, it was a frustrating time for
everyone. After 3 races, Gordon held a 1 point advantage over Bruce.
The fourth race was won by Bruce with Gordon managing a third in
very heavy and building winds, causing the Race Committee to wisely
cancel the remaining race. The top five were rounded out by Dick
Hinze, Rick Larson, and Dr. John Esser.

In the Junior Districts held in Milwaukee immediately preceeding
the regular Districts, Adam Loory of Wilmette, 11l beat out Karen Cady
of Milwaukee. There were six boats competing and we will be trying
new ways to increase that number for 1978,

As in recent past years, two major regaltas fell on the same
weekend: Sheboygan’s Brotz and Chicago Corinthian’s Hobelman. This
unfortunate scheduling conflict cut down somewhat on the level of
competition, but not on the enthusiasm of the participants. Both
regattas reported good times and each crowned a new champ. Gordon
Ettie continued his steady sailing with 2-1-5 finishes for first place with
Dick McClure of Chicago, Hinze, Dennis Burke, Chicago, and young
Dave Blair, also of Chicago behind him in that order. In Sheboygan,
Rick Larson finally put his act together with 1-1 finishes followed by
Mike Elmergreen, Karl Miller, Richard Bemis, and Eric Graf. All but



MIDWESI'I"mDISTRICT
Proposed Regatta Schedule

June 3-4
*June 10-11
June 17-18
*June 24-25

July 1-2
*July 89
*July 15-16

[ce Breaker

Evans Regatta

P&T
Oxie

Manitowoc

Green Bay

Milwaukee
Lake Geneva

*July 21-22-23
*July 29-30

*August 5-6
August 12-13
August 19-20
August 26-27

September 23-24
September 30 —
October 1

DISTRICTS
Brotz Regatta

Hobelman

Red Flannels

Polar Bear

Sheboygan
Sheboygan

Chicago Corinthian

Chicago Corinthian

Davenport

*Lake Michigan Championship
To qualify, The Districts and 3 other (*) Regattas must be sailed.

Miller, who's from Manitowoc, are from Sheboygan.

With the summer racing out of the way, the heartier sailors
converged on Chicago and Davenport for the “Red Flannels” and the
“Polar Bear™. Both regattas enjoyed heavy winds the first day, resulting
in some capsizes and very exciting reaches for those brave (7) enough to
fly spinnakers. The Red Flannels Champ is Bruce Goldsmith with
out-of-staters Corbett (Michigan), Johns (Michigan), Gall (Kansas), and
Peters (Michigan) all within 5 points. Mike Steffenson demonstrated his
fine local knowledge and ability with three bullets to win the Polar
Bear. Next in order came Gene Mathews, Henry Neuman, Jim Flick,
and Ken Jensen all of the host club except for Mathews from Lake
Geneva,

Five of the District Regattas must be sailed to qualify for the Lake
Michigan Championship. Gordon Ettic won this year with his wife and
son as crew. Congratulations on a super summer of racing.

1978 is a vear of hope for Green Bay to renew its Evans Regatta.
With 10 active boats, and possibly several more over the winter, their
future looks very bright. Manitowoc also has good news in that they
will have 2 new boats for next year.

If the weather person cooperaties, next year will be a very good
year.

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY DISTRICT

District Commodore . .. ........... Roger Miller
District Vice Commodore ... .Robert Hochstetler
District Junior Commaodore . .. .Matthew Burrid ge
District Measurer' ...... oo 04 Stuart Bernstein
District Champion ........... Robert Wardwell
District Runner-Up . . ... ...........Auge Paoh

Fleets: Decatur (74); Harbor Island (262); Carlyle Sailing Associa-
tion (266); Memphis (274).

The Mississippi Valley District is a long narrow north-south district.
As its active fleets tend to have two centers one in the northern half
and one in the southern half our District Championship alternates. In
1977 the District Championships were held at Kentucky Lake through
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the courtesy of the Ken Lake Sailing Club. Qur districts are run on a
joint venture basis with all fleets contributing effort and manpower. In
even numbered years District Championships are held at Lake Carlyle in
middle Ilinois on the same joint venture basis.

The 1977 District Championship had for some members of the
district been preceded by enjoyment of the Southern Circuit in March
and for others at the Tennessean Regatta in Nashville in April, the
Hernando DeSoto Regatta at Memphis in early May, the Kentucky
Lake Governors Cup in mid May or the Wild Turkey Regatta at
Kentucky Lake in late May.

In this year's district regatta a newcomer to the district, Bob
Wardwell won and became the District Champion. He has moved to
Chattanooga, Tennessce where he and his Lightning are orphans, but
fall within the geographical boundaries of the Mississippi Valley
District. We were happy to welcome Bob even if he did walk off with
all the silver. The runner-up was Augie Paoli of the Carlyle Sailing
Association. Third place was Matthew Burridge of the Carlyle Sailing
Association. Fourth place went to Bob Hochstetler of the Harbor Island
Yacht Club at Nashville. Fifth place was Tom Hudgens also of Harbor
Island Yacht Club. This year after much debate we tried a six race series
with one throw out. The weather and water cooperated to make it a
howling success. Following the racing Roger Miller of Decatur was
elected to the office of District Commodore. Bob Hochstetler of
Nashville was elected Vice Commaodore. This yvear there is a new district
office that has been created in conformity with the policies of the
ILCA and that is Junior Commodore. Matthew Burridge of the Carlyle
Sailing Association was elected to this position.

Following the districts the season continued with Decatur's “Inter-
city Regatta™ which occurred in late June.

This year strangely enough the midwest was blessed with wind
during July and August and great local sailing was had by all fleets at
their home locations.

In mid August the district sent two boats to the Lightning Junior
North Americans at Buffalo. One of these boats skippered by Matthew
Burridge of the Carlyle Sailing Association with crew of Ron and
Randy Dibler wound up third.



Date

April 15, 16

May 6, 7

May 13, 14

June 15, 16, 17

June 24, 25

September 2, 3

September 2, 3

September 16, 17

September 30,
October 1

November 4, 5

MISSISSIPPI VALLEY

DISTRICT
1978 Regatta Schedule

Regatta Location Comments
Tennessean Nashville Open
Hernando Desoto Memphis Lightnings
Governors Cup Ken Lake Open
LIGHTNING DISTRICTS Carlyle (Measurement
June 15)
Inter City Regatta Decatur Lightnings,

Thistles & Lasers

“Impromptu’’ Lightning Regatta Carlyle (5 Race Regatta)
McDougal Nashville Open

Whale of a Sail Carlyle Open (3 races)
Watkins Ken Lake Open

Bluenose MNashville Lightnings
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Of the five boats from the district that qualified for the North
Americans, we had representatives in all three fleets. No ones final
standings were startingly good, but here was some awfully good sailing
done by Mississippi Valley District sailors.

After the North American’s the local regatta circuit continued with
the Carlyle Sailing Association’s Labor Day “impromptu’ regatta. This
is a regatta that started actually before Lake Carlyle was formed, racing
for a case of beer. It has grown from that humble beginning to a good
regatta attended by quite a few out of town boats. Unfortunately this
regatta has a rival in the southern half of the district where the Island
Bay Yacht Club has its McDougal Regatta on the same weekend.

In mid September the Mammoth Whale-of-a-Sail Regatta is held by
the Carlyle Sailing Association which is a multiclass, multicourse regatta
usually drawing somewhere between 200 and 300 boats in some 15
different classes. In recent vears the use of three separate courses and
race committees has done a great deal to smooth out the traffic
problems that were carlier experienced. We all hope that Lightning
participation in the Whale will improve as it has been minimal in the
last couple of years.

In late September there is the Watkins Regatta st Kentucky Lake
which is an open regatta and usually includes The Lightning Class. The
last regatta of the season is the fabled Blue Nose Regatta hosted by
Island Bay Yacht Club and Lightning Fleet 262 on Qld Hickory
Reservoir near Nashville, This is a regatta that is known to many people
from outside of the district for its hospitality and good competition.

The Mississippi Valley District has, as detailed above, many regattas
and welcomes Lightning sailors from nearby fleets. The particular dates
for our regattas for next year are listed in the district ad elsewhere in
this book. Please come and visit us.

NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT

District Commodore . .......Donald C. Brush, Jr.
District Secretary ....... v v o e JGeorges Peter
District Champion ....... s+ John Collins

District Rupner-Up . ........Donald C. Brush, Jr.

Fleets: Centerboard Y.C. (14); Merrimac River Fleet (121); Spof-
ford Lake (145); Annisquam Y.C, (151); Marblehead Harbor (189},
Bomoseen Lake S.C. (227); Lake Dunmore (243); Harrasseket Y.C.
(244); Massebesic Y.C. (273); Chequesset (280); Lake Champlain (301);
Squam Lake (332); Cohasset (369); Pontoosuc (417); Androscoggin
Lightning Fleet (450); Granite Lake (457).

The 1977 District schedule opened in Burlington, Vermont in early
June where the Mallet’s Bay Boat Club sponsored the New Hampshire-
Vermont championships. The “factory team™ of Bill Shore and Greg
Fisher prevailed, followed by Don Brush Ir., Dave Little, and 16 other
skippers on a cold, blustery weekend. Defending District Champion
Don Brush won the award for the highest N.H.-Vt. finisher after a close
battle with clubmate Dave Little. The following weekend 21 skippers
and crews answered the starting gun at Newburyport. The weather
warmed up, but controversy plagued this regatta. Both of Saturday’s
races were protested and no one seems to remember who won the
hardware., One week later order {and good racing) was restored at the
Annisquam Yacht Club, Greg Fisher bested a field of 14, followed by
Jack Burwell, Georges Peter, Don Brush, Sr. (with a pickup crew from
Vermont!), and Stu Nickerson.

Three weeks later, the District Championships were hosted by the
Harraseeket Yacht Club in South Freeport, Maine. Thirty plus boats
contested for the championship and eight North American berths in a
regatta that will be long remembered for both the fine competitive
sailing under the direction of R.C. Chairman Gardner Brown and the
“Down Euast” hospitality, led by Jack and Marilyn Burwell, John
Collins and Don Brush tied on overall low points, with Collins (and
crew of Ann Hayes and Larry Fretts) winning his third District
Championship in four years on the tic breaker. Dave Curtis finished
third after leading the regatta until the final leg. Fred Hamblet (4th)
and Georges Peter (5th) also finished in the money.

Two weeks later at Marblehead Race Week, Georges Peter edged out
Buddy Duncan and John Collins for the Larsen trophy. Peter and
Collins tied for the State of Massachusetts Championship (comprised of
the weekend races) followed by Brush, Len Prati, and Joel Humphrey.
The weekend of August 13-14, just prior to the North Americans, both
Wellfleet on Cape Cod (22 boats) and Mallet’s Bay Boat Club on Lake
Champlain (17) hosted Lightning events. At Wellfleet Bill Shore bested
Stu Nickerson, both having just returned from the World Championship
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NEW ENGLAND

DISTRICT
Regatta Schedule

1978

June 10 & 11 Portland Yacht Club Invitational
Portland, Maine

June 17 & 18 Northeast Regatta
Mallet's Bay Boat Club
Burlingtan, Vermaont

June 24-25 Vermont-New Hampshire Championship
Lake Massabesic Regatta
Manchester, New Hampshire

July 15-16 State of Maine Championship
Centerboard Yacht Club
South Portland, Maine

July 21-23 NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT
CHAMPIONSHIP
WELLFLEET, MASSACHUSETTS

July 27-30 Marblehead Race Week
Marblehead, Massachusetts

August 5-6 American Yacht Club
Newburyport, Massachusetts

August 12-13 Mallet’s Bay Race Week
Mallet's Bay Boat Club
Burlington, Vermant

September 9-10 Lake Massabesic Regatta
Manchester, New Hampshire

September 9-10  State of Massachusetts Championship
Annisquam Yacht Club
Gloucester, Massachusetts

September 23-24  Spofford Lake Regatta
Spofford, New Hampshire




1978
Ohio District

Regatta Schedule

*Spring Shake Down Indian Lake Y.C. May 13-14
*Great Lakes Championship North Cape Y.C. May 20-21
**Thundermug St. Marys Boat Club June 34
**Windshift Leatherlips June 10-11
Independence Day Regatta Pymatuning Y.C. July 1-2
OHIO DISTRICT CHAMPIONSHIPS - —————————— July — ——
C.Y.C. Regatta Cleveland Y.C. July 29-30
Steeplechase Port Clinton & Put-In-Bay Aug. b5
Inter-lake Yachting Assn. Regatta Put-In-Bay Aug. 7-8-9
Harvest Moon Regatta Atwood Lake Y.C. Sept. 9-10
Sandusky Fall Invitational Sandusky Sailing Club Sept. 16-17
Snow Flurries Regatta Port Clinton Y.C. Sept. 23-24
Snow Ball Regatta Buckeye Lake Y.C, Oct. 7-8
**Fall In Regatta Cowan Lake Sailing Club Oct. 21-22

Check Flashes or Special Notes for Any Changes
*Races included in Northern Spring Circuit with Indiana Open Regatta
**Races included in Ohio Governor's Cup Series
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in Switzerland, followed by David Jones, one of the fine young sailors
in the District. Burwell and Dave Fitch completed the top five. In
Vermont, Brush, followed by Bill Dunnington, Peter Hubbard, and
Pratt, led the field.

At the Junior North Americans in Buffalo two N.E. representatives,
Bill Fastiggi of Burlington and Tom Wynn of Spofford, qualified for the
N.A's with 10th and 12th place finishes respectively. The District
congratulates both on their fine performances.

At the North Americans, three N.E. representatives, Brush (6th
qualifier), Peter, and Curtis qualified for the “Blue" flight. Brush (with
a 2nd in race #2) and Curtis were in contention for the top ten until in
the final race. In the President's Cup, Collins finished 5th. Other N.E.
representatives, in addition to the Junior qualifiers, were Peter Hubbard
{with a very creditable 6th in the Governor's Cup). The District cocktail
party again provided a welcome respite from the week-long, highly
competitive sailing,

Back in New England, the District schedule, concluded with
September regattas at Lake Massebesic and Lake Spofford. Don Brush,
followed by Buck Wynn and Hale, topped 15 boats from throughout
New England, 5 of which capsized in Sunday’s gusty 30 knot breezes.
At Spofford, Bonnie Shore came from behind on a light air, cold
weekend to take top honors in a 30 boat field, Hubbard, Dave Petersen,
Don Brush, and John Hughes followed. Undaunted spirits and the usual
Spofford hospitality more than overcame the inclement weather at this
very popular event.

With nine regattas, a hard fought District Championship, and
continued growth of several fleets, the season was an unqualified
success. In addition, Stu Nickerson represented the District at the
World Championship, and Jack Burwell, Dave Curtis, Don Brush Sr.,
Don Brush Jr., and Bob Gustafson went to the Southern Circuit. New
England was also well represented in the top ten at the two Westport
regattas. Most important, however, the District looks forward to 1978,
another successful season, and the 40th anniversary of the Lightning
Class.

OHIO DISTRICT
District Commodore . .. .......... Ron Sehulster
District Secrefary .......couvcivas Burt Preston
District Measurer ... ..vvverves Bucky Powless
District Champion . ...icoviisaaans Greg Fisher
District Runner-Up ... .covvvnnunnn, Jim Dressel
Junior Champion ............... Will Petersilge
Junior Runner-Up ..... vvvne. .- Richard Wilber

Fleets: Indian Lake (23); Leatherlips (27); Turkeyfoot (33);
Pymatuning (36); Toledo (42); Buckeye Lake (43); Rocky River (71);
Mansfield (150); Northeast (207); Atwood Lake (212); Cowan Lake
(303); Hoover Dam (353); Sandusky Bay (386); St. Marys (400).

Bill Shore was the speaker at our 1977 winter meeting. He reviewed
the basic elements necessary for top boat speed and discussed his
starting procedure, Afterwards there was a question and answer period.

Indian Lake's Spring Shake Down Regatta started Ohio’s racing
season. Jack Mueller was the winner with John Mueller second, Bob
Strempel was third and Bernie Malcolm fourth. The following week
North Cape Yacht Club hosted the Great Lakes Championship regatta.
Bruce Goldsmith was the winner with Jim Dressel second, and Garry
Demarest third. The Northern Spring Circuit is comprised of these two
regattas along with the Indiana Open Regatta. The winner of the circuit
was Jack Mueller.

The Thundermug Regatta, sponsored by St. Mary's Boat club was
sailed June 4-5. Dick Pugh and Mike Wilkins took first and second
respectively.

Leatherlips hosted the Windshift Regatta. Ron Sehulster took first,
Bucky Powless second, Dick Pugh third, Tom Varley fourth, and Paul
Howard fifth,

On the Fourth of July weekend, Pymatuning Yacht Club sponsored
their Independence Day Regatta. The winner was Chuck Maltbie, with
Bob Baumgardner finishing second, and Rob Ruhlman third.

The Ohio Districts were held at the Cleveland Yacht Club. At the
summer meeting it was decided to shorten the District Championship to
five races with a throwout. The series continues as a three day event,
but with less pressure on the race committee and more time for
socializing. Greg Fisher won the District Championship and later went
on to place second in the North American Championships (brother
Matt took first). Second place went to Jim Dressel, third to Jack
Mueller, fourth to George Fisher and fifth to Bernie Malcolm.
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Bill Buckles took the honors at the annual Cleveland Yacht Club
Regatta with Jack Mueller taking second, and Dave Austin third.

The Sandusky to Put-In-Bay Steeplechase was won by Ron
Sehulster, Jack Mueller took second and Bob McBride third. The
Put-In-Bay Regatta was won by Bill Buckles with Jack and John
Mueller taking the next two places.

Atwood Lake Yacht Club hosted the Harvest Moon Regatta
September 10 and 11. The winners were George Auer, Rick Cooper,
Burt Preston, Nelson Caley and Herb lestel, respectively.

Buckeye Lake's Snowball Regatta attracted some of the best sailing
talent east of the Mississippi. Bruce Goldsmith hailed victorious on the
water but seemed uninspired at the cocktail party. Greg Fisher took
second, Matt Fisher third, Bill Shore fourth, and Mark Bryant fifth.

Cowan Lake's Fall-In Regatta closed the season with perfect
weather. Ron Sehulster won by an impressive margin. Second was Hank
Hodgson, third Burt Preston, fourth George Auer, and fifth Bob Mains.

Ron Sehulster's strong finish at the Cowan Lake Regatta made him
the second winner of the Ohio Governor’s Cup. This trophy is
presented to the Ohio sailor with the best overall record in the
Thundermug, Windshift, and Fall-In Regattas. Dick Pugh was a close
contender until he missed the last two races at Cowan Lake due to
illness.

PACIFIC NORTHWEST DISTRICT

District Commodore .. ........... Jamie Nelson
District Secretary .............. George Blumel
District Measurer ..........i.0:4: Van Conklin
District Champion ......ccvuanun Phil Parshley
District Runner-Up. ... cvovvvnvnsn Greg Zettler

Fleets: Maple Bay (64); Vancouver (90); Chinook (229); Columbia
(283); Okanagan (368); Juanita Bay (414); Comax Bay (437); Klamath
(455).

We're all crazy! This was my conclusion after going over the notes
for this report. For the whole summer of '77 our sailors travelled an
incredible amount of miles to get to regattas, mid-winter meetings, pick
up new boats in the East (6000 miles round trip) and have smashing
parties to which the ladies contribute more time and effort than should
be permitted by the human rights committee. I ask myself, Why? Well,
I came up with the keyword as being COMRADSHIP! What a swell
bunch of sailors who certainly look for doing battle out on the course,
but even more than that, they know that Tom, Dick, Harry and all the
others are there as well and that is why they do it. Conclusion: WE
ARE NOT CRAZY, but it helps.

We started our racing season in May at Kelowna, B.C, Many of our
sailing buddies were still hibernating (or fixing) and therefore the
turnout was light. The racing however was anything but Jdight. On
Saturday we had good winds (18-20 mph.) and the planing reaches were
exhilerating, only to be outdone by even faster Hobie 16"s which make
an incredible sound while passing at high speed. Speaking of Hobies,
their hulls are lethal weapons as Neil MacGibbon discovered while being
on starboard, he was smartly holed by a Cat just at the waterline and it
took all his skill to keep the boat afloat and return to the club. A
Tupperware lid and some tape solved his problem and he was back
racing in the next race. All in all it appeared that Brian Coleman was
the man to beat although that turned out to be impossible and he took
top honors with Blumel and MacGibbin tying for second. Bob Bazett's
party on Saturday was as good as usual and breakfast at Dee's and
Neil's was much appreciated.

The following weekend was the Memorial Day Weekend and
traditionally we sail in Eugene on this weekend, but the lack of water
forced us to move over to Klamath Falls where a total of 27 boats
showed up. We had fair winds on Saturday and after two races Jamie
Nelson had bagged two first which seemed to be a comfortable
situation. On Sunday, with good winds, John Benedetti cranked up his
boat and went all the way to take the series. Jamie Nelson was second
and Smoke Fischer third. The Portland Fleet dominated the first six
spots with the exception of fourth which was won by Ken White of
Klamath Falls. It was good to see younger sailors such as Vicki
Benedetti, Lisa and Hap Parshley crew with their dad’s respectively and
do a good job in making the boats go fast. The party at White's was
staggering. I never saw so much popcorn in one place as I did at that
great party!



The Districts for the Pacific Northwest were held in Seattle this year
and offered much excitement with Saturday being a real gear buster.
Greg Zettler put on a strong showing during the first three races but
bombed out in the fourth which put him in second place. The ever
pressing Phil Parshley took honors. Jamie Nelson was third, “Light-
ning” Rod Johnson fourth and Portland’s “'Father of Lightnings” John
Benedetti came in fifth. Phil's new boat is beautiful and performs
equally well with the capable help of his son and daughter. The party at
Pam and Kurt Seiffert’s lovely home, with 100 sailors attending, was
again a success and the feast of boiled crabs was enjoyed by all.

Lack of water was our worst enemy this yvear and our Portland
regatta was no exception. The races had to be moved to Yale Lake,
some 40 miles from the dried out reservoir. The conditions were
perfect! Clear skies, warm weather and wind ranging from 8 - 14 mph
on Saturday and 12 - 18 mph on Sunday. There was no doubt after
three races that Zettler was the man to beat. Rod Johnson had
problems on the starting line in one race and to top it off split his boom
as well. Therefore after some good racing Greg Zettler was first, Kurt
Seiffert second, and Rod Johnson third. Yale Lake is very picturesque
and perhaps more races will be held here in the future.

In conclusion, the overall winner for this seasons racing was “The
Incredible™ Greg Zettler. This fellow is unreal and I hope he will offer
us tough competition again next year.

In closing, our District is planning to have its first Junior
Championship next year, and 1 can see that we will have some very
good junior sailors competing. The need for a builder on the West Coast
is apparent and having one would help us greatly.

A note of thanks to Cheryl Zettler for her excellent work in sending
race reports and results to Flashes to keep us all informed.

So much for this year! We met a lot of people, made a lot of friends,
travelled a lot of miles, raced in a lot of races and are ready to do it
again next year

SOUTHERN DISTRICT

District Commodore . . ............. Larry Frost
District Secretary .. .o vve v .« Frances Hughes
District Measurer .......coevvees Buck Ballatin
District Champion .......o0vuuun Rick Skinner
District Runner-Up..... L. D, “Debbie” Lallande

Fleets: Southern Yacht Club (62); Mobile Bay Lightning Fleet
{135); Shreveport Yacht Club (175); New Orleans Yacht Club (209};
Morgan City Yacht Club (443),

The Southern District stretches from Mobile Bay in the southeast
corner of Alabama, across the Gulf to New Orleans and north west to
Shreveport, Louisiana and is comprised of five fleets totaling 50 or so
Lightnings. Regatta compelition begins with the Sugar Bowl Classic
held around the first of the year on Lake Ponchartrain in New Orleans,
on to the Holiday-in-Dixie event in Shreveport the last week-end in
April and concludes, usually, with the Jackson Mississippi Yacht Club
hospitality shindig the end of October. Fairhope’s Wadewitz is
calendered the first week-end in October. Besides these always “fun
events™ there is the Gulf Yachting Association Lightning Class
Championships, won this year by Buck Ballatin, and the Southern
District of ILCA Championships, captured in 1977 by Rick Skinner.
These two events are the main attractions of the year usually drawing
Lightnings from all the fleets of the area, and are held in June and July.
Southern Yacht Club, New Orleans, has a Labor Day Lightning regatta
CVETY year.

Marshall Walker, Shreveport Yacht Club, Tommy Allen, Southern
Yacht Club and Buck Ballatin, New Orleans Yacht Club represented the
District in The North Americans in 1977, Buck Ballatin took second
place in the Governors Cup.

Officers during the first half of the 1977 sailing season were John
Butcher, Commodore and Larry Frost, Secretary. New Officers, Frost
and Hughes took over at the annual meeting during Southern District
Championships,

The Jackson Mississippi Yacht Club annual Hospitality Regatta
invites Lightnings to attend their regatta each year late in October. The
Lightning Fleet at Jackson is inactive, vet seventeen Lightnings arrived
on the scene this year — all from distant yacht clubs. If you sail within
300 miles or so of Jackson Yacht Club, we highly recommend this
“Indian Summer™ affair.

The Shreveport Yacht Club’s “Holiday-in-Dixie™ regatta the last
week-end in April each yvear usually fields a large fleet ol Lightnings (28
in 1977, 32 in 1976) and always has strong to stronger winds, You are
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invited to come to Shreveport's regatta and get a taste of “Early
Summer™ and great Lightning racing. Fleet 175 at Shreveport Yacht
Club is very much alive.

TEXAS DISTRICT

District Commodore . . ......... Richard Ruimnan
District Secretary o vavvin v Ann Wach
District Measurer ............ Dr. 5. R, Newman
Bistrict Champion ............... Stephen Craig
Fleets: Dallas Corinthian (35); Rush Creek Yacht Club (435);

Galveston Bay Sailing Club (44R8).

The Texas District has been on a slow downhill slide with the
exception of Fleet 435 (Rush Creek Yacht Club) for the past five years.
In my opinion, this problem is caused, in part, by failure of builders to
reach satisfactory terms with retail dealers. The number of inferior
sailboats sold to inexperienced purchasers in this area is incredible.
Eventually, many of these people may turn to Lightnings if their sailing
experience leads them to an enclave of Lightning people, which in this
area is not likely. We feel that more people would buy Lightnings if the
boat dealers would sell them. The Texas District now has one active
fleet, fortunately it is one of the best.

On the bright side, due to the efforts of Fleet 435 and more notably
Jim Craig and Bob Chilton, it appears likely that a Lightning fleet will
be started at the Fort Worth Boat Club. Fort Worth has some excellent
sailors who for years have sailed keel boats, some of extreme size for an
inland lake. The club is experiencing a back to basics movement by a
number of sailors who have bought Lightnings. We hope this will be the
nucleus of a large and competitive fleet in years to come.

Thanks to the efforts of Duncan Porter, Jim Craig and Jeannie
Craig, the Rush Creek Yacht Club has been selected as the site for the
1979 Lightning Worlds. This event will definitely help promotion of
Lightnings in our area. The District is sending out a newsletter
informing all nonaffiliated Lightning owners in Texas of the worlds site
selection and encouraging them to join the LL.C A, It is hoped that this
effort may increase the District’s membership in the LL.C.A. and
permit more of our boats to qualify for the North Americans. For the
past several years the District has only been able to send two boats, for
1978 it is our goal to send three.

The District has been doing better in national competition. Our
District Champion, Stephen Craig, qualified in the blue fleet at the
N.A.'s for the first time in several vears, It is hoped that the new boats
in Fort Worth will help raise our level of competition.

We are hopeful with the establishment of a fleet at Fort Worth, the
coming of the World Championship and the continued promotional
efforts of some of our dedicated Lightning pushers, the Texas district
will grow and the good news of Lightning sailing will be brought to
potential Lightning owners in the Texas District.

Texas District Champions Jeff Grinnan, Stephen Craig & Stewart
Thomas,
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URUGUAY DISTRICT

District Commodore . ... ... ... Homero R. Came
District Secretary .............. Daniel Zannier
District Treasurer . ......v0uss Ricardo Molinelli

Fleet: Yacht Club Paysandu (423},

Class activity during last season was normal in our district. The
highlight of the year was Homero M, Came’s participation in the World !
Championship at Spiez.

Thanks to Mr. Hans K. Rahn, the Swiss District Commodore,
Homero, our top skipper who was in Europe on a business trip, was
able to borrow a boat and participate in the Worlds. The boat was
rather out-dated; wood, 120 Ibs. overweight, and had a tired suit of
sails, but with an excellent crew, and conditions similar to those of our
home waters, managed a 3 1st place overall. He was 6th among the Latin
Americans at the Regatta. Considering that at 23 Homero was the
voungest skipper at the Championship, and that this was his first
International Regatta, his results were extremely gratifying.

We are now preparing ourselves for the upcoming South American
Championship in Brazil. Returning to the Club

“LIGHTNING"” FILM

You can still schedule the half-hour color film *“Lightning” by writing to |I.L.C.A. Headquarters.

This 16mm sound/celor motion picture *Lightning” gives a brief glimpse of the heart of small
boat one-design sailing — the people and their boat.

Filmed on the waters of Tampa Bay during the 1974 Mid-Winter Lightning Championship and at
““Red Bank’ on the Navesink River during the Monmouth Boat Club Regatta; and on land at the St.
Petersburg Yacht Club, the movie combines racing shots with regatta activity shots.

“Lightning”’, of course, stars the Lightning, a 19’ centerboard, three man boat, and features
Lightning crews and families.

The movie was sponsored by the Ligntning Class Association and some of the Lightning Builders
and Sailmakers - Allen Boat & Sail Company, Eichenlaub-Mueller Boat Company, Nickels & Holman,
Todd Boat Company, Murphy & Nye Sailmakers, Seidelmann Sails, and Shore Sail Company. Steered
by Lightning sailor Anthony V. Curto of New York, the movie project began in the Spring of 1973.
Tony located and contracted Victor Kayfetz Productions Inc., New York City commercial film
producers, to do the job. Victor Kayfetz proved to be a fortunate selection. A sailor himself, a
professional perfectionist, Victor has produced a colorful interesting movie. Using sound recordings of
on location interviews along with narration against a specially composed musical background the audio
portion of the movie complements the film.

One bit of history is recorded in the movie. The designer of the Lightning, Olin Stephens, took
time out from his tight schedule during the 1974 America Cup competition to speak about the
Lightning and its design.

The rental of the film is $25.00. For scheduling contact the International Lightning Class

Association, 808 High Street, Worthington, Ohio 43085.
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Name of Fleet

Algarrobo . . . .
American Y.C. .
Amon¥.LC. ....... g
Androscroggin Lightning Fle
ANnisquam . . . . . . v s de s s s s s s

Armada Del Ecuador . . ... ... .. 411
Atwood Lake . ... ... IO 212
Awosting YachtSq. ... ........ as
Bay Head YiC.. » v v v e wosinvw wonim woe 3
BalleHaven Y.C. . . . .. ... .c:4 54 7
BiscaynaBay . . . . . . ¢ v 00 0 0 226
BlackRock Y.C. .. .. i 17
Bodensee-Untersee L.F. . . ... .. .. 404

Bombay Harbour Lightning Fleet . . ., .

Bomoseen Y.C. . . ... ... ..... 227
Brant Baeehy: . .ouoeons wils wowe e e g 173
Brockport ... « ce 00 vorieiw e mie e 267
Buckeye Lake . . . ... ........ 43
Buffalo Canoe Club . . . . . .. , .12
Buffalo Yo Dok e e e s e 81
Capricornio . . . . . . i | O s T

Carlyle Sailing Association . . . ., ... .266
Catawba iy Sam
CedarPoint . . ...:6 60565451208
Centerboard Y.C. . . . ... ... ..
Chautauqua Lake . . .......... 19
Chautaugqua . .. .. . .
Chalsm ¥.C. . ... .00 inesw.a. 39
Chequesset . . . .. .o o065 05344
Chicago Corinthian¥.C. . . ... ...
Chinook
Clark Lake ¥.C. .. .......... 416

ClarksHill ..., ...... At g e
Club Lago San Pablo Fleet . . . . . . . 447
Club Nautico Bahia Blanca . . . . .. .. 445
Club Nautico del Calima . . ... ... .419
Club Nauticodel Muna . . ... .....73
Club Nautico del Tomine . ... ... .432
Club Regattas Lima . .. ... it ol B
Club Universitario Buenos Aires . . . . 446
Club Universitario de Regatas . . . . . 265
CONMAIE oo i aniin asira woswss iom 369
Colombian Navy . ... ... . e40.. 275
COMEMBE 5 e s i S e miar k] b 283
GO B o e e ke 437
Conneaut Lake . . . .. ......... 180
Conan Lake_ - ;. vin b b a B 303
CresentSail ¥.C. . ... .........851
CubaLake: . coctia Ve ae wia 115
Dallas Corinthian . . . . . ... ..... 35
DRCEIUE . i sioecmoenn s e v Te ww wou G
BREPRED o 5o o e (oot e Bk ol 6 390
Devil'sLake . . ........000.. a3
DouglasLake . . . . ... ........ 374
Dunkirk Harbor . . ... ........ 311
Flotilha de Lightning de Niteroi . . . . . 351
Flotilha de Lightning de Florianopolis . .162
Flotilha de Lightning de Pernambuco 373
Flottade Anzio . ........... 278
Flottade Formia . . . ... .. ... . 389
FlottadegliEstensi . . . . .. ..... 355
Flottadel Conewo . . . . . ... ... 466
Flottadel Lario . . . . « ¢ s « « s « « AG7
Flottedel Garda . . . ......... 249
Flotte du Lac de Neuchatel . . . .. .. 169
Flotte Murtenses . . . . . .. .. ... 358
Galway Lake . . . . vvov vi vinie nie 338

LIGHTNING FLEETS

MName of Fleat Fleat Na.
Grand Traverse Y.C. . .. .. 326
Granite Lake Fleet . . . . . . ... ... 457
Great Egg Harbor . . . . . o T a9
Great SodusBay . .. .. ...... . 108

GreatSouthBay .. ... .. ......

Greater Charleston . . . . .. .. voaoe 429
GreanBay . .. ..+« o v PRPERPOREERETy o )
GreenwichCove . . ... ...... o
Guarapirarga Lake . . . . .. ... ... 462
Guaysquil . .. ..... .. 00«05 272
GUILLEAkS: o acn dim e mea v fel 137
HarborIsland Y.C. . ... .. .. ... .262
Harraseakat . . . . .. ... ..... 244
Harveys Lake Lightning Fleet . . . . ., . 350
HEWBI . o0 v sa s e e e 143
RN o0 -nd srmmcien e W b s 166
Henderson Harbor . . . . . . ... ... 225
Higgins Lake . . . . . « + = « « « « s & « 110
High-Tar " Sl e % Gap vl alaa 41
Higuerillas . . ..............342
Hoover Y.C. .. ....00.404....353
Housatonic BoatClub . . . . . .. .. .. 6
Hudson Lightning Fleet . . . . . . . . 376
late Clube de Brasilia . . . . . . .. ... 375
Indian Harbor . . . . IRt o e 7
Indian Lake . . . : « s 650 5 5003 23
IndianRiver Y.C. . . .. .. ..o 72
Indianapolis SailingClub . . . . . ... 270
URIEEI. o sraciesiing ae ecima Wi W e 469
Jardim Guanabara . . . . .. ... .. « 401
SR o S A e e e e 60
JuanitaBay .. ... ... 00 0. . 414
Jyvaskylan . . . . .. ... .. .. 328
KON .n i suanmit e s a0 . .310
Kentucky Lake . . . . . . ¢« v ¢ v v o 242
Kovkalake . . ...::.00000242:.:- 252
Klamath Lightning Flest . . . . . . . . . 455
OO i v e e e e e el 298
Lake Arthur . . o0 v v oo i ai et a 441
Lake Champlain . . . . . .. ... ... 301
LakeDavenport . . . . . .. ... ... 167
Lake Delta YachtClub . . . . ... .. -
Lake Dunmore . . . . . . « « o « « o + & 243
Lake Femton ¥.C. ... ... ... RS . > |
LakeGenevaS.C. .. .. ........ 345
Lake Glendale . . . ... .. ...... 444
Lake Greifensea . . . .. .. ... .. 309
Lake Hartwell . ... ......... .39
Lake Keystone . .. .......... 02
Lake LBnisr . . . + « « ¢ = 5 2 58 5 5 2 348
Lake Mohawk Y.C. . . . ... .. .. . . 28
Lake Monroa Sailing Association . . . . . 464
LakeMurray . . . . . .. ... .0 . 341
Lakeof Bl o o aia aiduae v 268
Landlng SICL o c i warei o ko 387
LaEPEEIl: & vy e e A e 321
LaVallstte ... cooa s somdmace s e 104
Leatherlips Y.C. .. ... .4 ¢4 42 .27
Lega Navale Italiana . . . .. ... . 212
London .. ... VR T S S M . 17 )
oVl 7. Saiseia 9 i wies sl 299
MadisonBeach . . .. .......... 129
Manhasset Bay . . . . .+« « v o o« s s 133
MERIDOWOE - . 0 o oo v s an i s a aw 393
Mansfield . . . ... ... i it wra Bl
Maple Bay Y.C. o vimns viedmsia e 64

Name of Fleet
Marblehesad Harbor

R ]

Marine Corps D&E Command
Marsala Lightning Flaex . . . .
Marvilla Lightning Fleet . . . . .. .. .

Massabesic Y.C. ... ... R TR 273
Maytisld Y.C. . .o v o0 v wvon o0 s 13
MR i o e B e B B Wi 274
Merrimac River Fleet . . . . . .. ... . 121
Metedeconk River . . .. .. ... e o 34
Milwaukee . . . .. ... .. = .+« 69
MissionBay . . .. ... .. e i YR
Mississinewa Reservoir . . . . . . ... .420
MobileBay . .. ...:.v:c00:4:..138
MorganCity . . . . . ... . 443
Muncie SailingClub . . . . . . .. AB0
Masifarvi . . ..o ci v s av s 294
Neahtawanta ¥.C, . . .. .. 4 o0 o4 403
NewOrleans . . . « « v « s o v o = = « « 209
Newport Y0, . 5 aaiare auins e v s 77
Nispre S.C. s snves sow e« @ 59
NianticBay .. ....:400002:...085
Normandy Beach¥.C. ... ... ... .366
MNorth East River ey A .192
Mortheast Y.C. . ... ... R . | [
NorthportBay . . . . « « « « + & = . 98
Myack o0 dis eetiain daraiaE oD
Ocean City ¥.C. S R )
OddWinds . .. .uv o ivssw s 298
Okanagan . .. .. T s a m e
OIWOE siv 5 ne s e e, e G
OOIE o s nn semimbm 5 @ e e b 307
Palmetta . . .. .. T N v s . 4340
ParkwayS.C. . . .. .. ¢ a . . . . JA086
Parthamon . .6 4o s viw wvie i & 286
Paupack Sailing arim e e s w1
Pann Manor Fleet . . . . . . . e .. 422
Pentwater Y.C. . . . . wiid, a1 e mry o
Perry Lightning Flee . . . . .. . . . 438
Peruvian Naval School ... ... ... 4562
Pichidangul, ... codes o @ s d e aa i 346
Pontime ¥.L:: i odwa% i DR ST 1
Pontoosue . . . ... i e el e YT
POV 50w b gl e s e d 6o anin 306
Pultneyville ¥.C. Ty . |
Pymatuning ¥.C. . . ... ..+ . ... .36
Pyhaselka Lightning Fleet , . ., . . . . 428
HEalia: oo ondaa SR e el cate
Red Bank on the Shrewsbury . . . . . . . 70
Red Dragon CanceClub . . . .. ... . 57
Rad Jocket . . .o snmain nn e s120
Reshoboth: . .. ... 00000 c4:0. 325
Riverside . . . . . .. . . el rer s 7
Riverton Y.C. . .. ... ... c...4 228
Boeky Point. o ciil sl iards oy 7
Rocky River . . ... .. .cvewesa?l
RO o wi o /eiwnais aomoe ave s b e ekl h
Royal Hamilten ¥.C. . . .. ... ... .118
Royal Lake of the Woeods . . . . . . . .320
Royal St. Lawrence ¥.C. . . . .. ... .215
RishCrasle o ¢ -.cs 5 60204 07% i 8 435
Sabarie . .+ . rcnen e e B b 381
Saginaw Bay . . . . . .0 00 0. . oos 216
St, John's River . . . .. .. . o ow e 461
SLMBPYE . s o iieiee sinle . o J400
SalamisFlest . . . .. .. .. v 251
Salinms ¥.C. ...............405
SanFranciscoBay . . .., ... 00 372



Name of Flaat Fleet No. Name of Fleet Flaat No. Name of Fleet Fleet No.

SanduskY Bay . . « v« v 0 s v e b v oo 386 Stockholm Lightning Fleet . . . . . . . . 433 Valkea Kosken . . v v ¢ o0 a8 o0 o & 468
SandyBeachY.C. . ... .......: 78 SUMTICRY: o w5 sisres 8 5 BoRtmpdne 5w 196 VARGOUYHK o win cow e s e im s a0
SantaMonicaBay . . . ... oo 102 Susqushanna . . . . . .« o o u wu s 253 Vierwaldstattersee . . . . . . . . . . . 281
T T R 147 Syrosisland . . .. ........... 465

Sassafras River . . . . ... ....... 314 Waccamaw Flest . . . ... ... .... 463
Savannah . . . . . . . . 0 v s s s s s s 127 oA BN o s e e e W 152 Washington . . . . . ... .. .. ... . 50
Sempachersee . . . .. ... o2 o0 250 Temple Reef S.C. . ... ........ 279 Wl ot srdieiEne i wia Ay 459
Severn River . . . . .. PRl P R 4 | Thousand Islands . . . .. ........ 382 Wawasee ¥.C. . .............154
ShebOVBaI, &k iinra i o ey« 1Y 187 Tippecanoa LakeSC. . ......... 425 Western Connecticit . . . . « v « « v o « « 7
SRS, | 1 e i s e TPE. ~ToIMD 5 vipes it o, s mame v 42 Wastern Narragansett Bay . . .. .. .. 118
Silver Lake¥.C. .. ... .....000. 47 TOXOMO BN & ooy parm SragEraty s 146 WillowBank ¥.C. ............ 164
Skaneateles Country Club . , . .. ... .1 Trasimeno . ... ... T P |

SmithMt.Lake . ... ......... 377 b L o N O N e T e 415 YachtClubdeChile ... ........ 317
Southampton . . « < ¢ v o v s o o s o 4 431 Turkeyfoot Lake . . . . . .. . v o« s 33 Yacht Club Olives. . . .« - < « « « &« 356
ROt Yl s i s cie row soils 3175 5 62 Tuusulanjarri Lightning Fleet . . . . .. 456 Yacht Club Paysandu . . .. .. .... 423
SouthHaven Y.C. . .. i v s v'u o ss 30 Yacht Club Peruvano . . . .. .. ... 265
South Skaneateles Lightning Association 439 UnionLaka V.C. . ... .0 v o0 u0wad 458

SpoffordLakes . . .. .« vvs vwss 145 Universitario de Regatas . . . .. .. . .424 ZigZag YachtClub . . . . ... ... 277
Squam Lake . . . . o v om0 e e aia 332 BN oo vmie e e e 219

Lightning
Red Flannels Regatta

September 23 and 24, 1978

Chicago Corinthian Yacht Club
Montrose Avenue (4400 North) & Lakeshore Drive
(east of the outer drive)

Saturday, 23 September, 1978

9:00 - 11:00 am Registration $6.00

10:45 am  Skippers Meeting

12200 Noon Start 1st race, 2nd immediately after
Sunday, 24 September

10:00 am Start 3rd race

Trophies - Skipper and Crew - First Five Places
Awarded Immediately After Last Race
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BAY HEAD YACHT CLUB (3)
Central Atlantic District
Sailing on Barnegat Bay, Bay Head, New Jersey

Fleet Captain ....ioviviiiaais. James Simpson
Fleet SeCretary « . oo vvivsvais s R. B. O'Brien, Jr,
Fleet Champion .....coociviivenn Jim Simpson

Boat No. Boat Name Skipper

10 Tar Pot Bob O'Brien, Ir.

10014 Puff Bob O'Brien, 111

LESES:  nivaaad H. Corbin Day

11908 Envy Robert & Thayer Adams

122100 nasieewe James Simpson

13158 Ja-Ja-Gut-Gut Bob & Thayer Adams

Life Member
Life Member

Mrs. Kenneth Miller
John S. Orelup

Fleet 3 was enormously proud of LLL.C.A. President Bob Adams, his
wife, Tay, and daughter, Jennifer, who, along with many Lightning
sailors from the United States, journeyed to Switzerland for the World
Championships. Bob skippered his *old" Lightning Envy and, with Tay
and daughter Jennie as crew, finished tenth!

This summer marked the conclusion of Bob's presidency of the
I.LL.C.A. and his fellow members of Fleet 3 admire his accomplishments
which emphasized youth sailing, the start of an excellent women’s
program, as well as more and better communications and personal
relations world-wide among Lightning sailors.

Jim Simpson, our Fleet Captain, had an active year sailing the
Barnegat Bay Yacht Racing Association Series and finishing as the Bay
Head Yacht Club Fleet Champion, Although the July series did not pan
out, a very active August series was sailed among seven boats. Corbin
Day finished second for the Series and young Bob O'Brien was third.

Plans are already afoot for a strong revival of Lightning sailing next
year, particularly among the Juniors. The Club has just purchased a
competitive Lippincott and will actively promote the Lightning among
the youngsters to insure the viability of our Fleet.

LAKE DELTA YACHT CLUB (4)
Central New York District
Sailing on Lake Delta, Rome, New York

Fleet Coplain iciisaiviisessiaves Barb Brodock
Fleel Secrolary . i s s sniels Barb Brodock
Fleet Champion ......... Col, Harry L. Winberg
Romer-Up: i s e hm e v e John Martin
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
86 Viking I1 Eskil B. Ringdahl
B9E . b Arthur Peel
9424 ... Joe Alari
0125 iiwieers Robert M. Carrier
11277 ¥-Not Walter McCann
11624 “Huh?™ John Martin, Ir.
12270 Five-of-Diamonds  Dr. Fred Diamond
PEI20. imsaaas Christine Van Slyke
12823 Naval Orange Col. Harry Winberg
13160 Sub-Lime Barb Brodock
13166 Lil" Jimbo Maj. John R. Little, Jr.

In June we were proud to host the 1st leg of the N.Y.S8. Triple
Crown Regatta, We got in 5 races, with 20/22 mph winds on Saturday,
a slower Sunday of 10/15, but steady. The awards went to the top five
places with Fisk Hayden, Liverpool, taking home almost everything.
This included our new award, “The Ringduhl Trophy™ to be presented
to the winner of the 1st Leg (only) of the Crown Series, and donated
by Eskil Ringdahl, (#86) Rome. We thank Eskil for such an impressive
piece of silver.
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Fisk Hayden, right, getting some assistance with his silver.

C.N.Y. Commodore Dick Hallagan took second with a one point
difference, followed by Kirk Reynolds, Skaneateles, Merle Pindell,
Manlius and Dr. Jeff Penfield, Fayetteville. A local was 6th with “super
skipper” Tom Allen at the helm (but a less-than-super crew!). Saturday
evenings’ buffet dinner was followed by music for dancing (or telling
each other what went wrong).

A sailing club gives no awards to tennis playing sailors; the Tom
McAuliffes, Hallagan and Allen, who went on into the night with the
rackets. Stam -in-a!

There was an ““all-out” club effort, sailors and non-sailors working
for the Lightning weekend. We hope the C.N.Y. people enjoyed their
visit with us.

Memorial Day weekend our beautiful lake gave us EVERYTHING...
gusts to forty on Saturday, easing off for Sunday, a drifter on Monday.
Saturday Bob doubled his mast before take-off. Everyone had cold
swimming except for Jack. 13160 got the Saturday gun, then Mark
Doyle, Barb and Art had three successive knockdowns, taking the
swimming honors. Our finale for this weekend was Jack (we don’t
know if he can swim) Martin, Dr. Skip Van Slyke second, Colonel
Harry Winberg third. They are good in the water, too.

The July 4th weekend water was warmer for Art on Saturday. Then
the calms set in for the next two days. Harry got the first, Skip
Van Slyke second, then ties with Bob and Jack for third position.

Labor Day weekend had two post-poned races because of heavy
rains, no winds, The Air Force swept the civilians with the “Colonel
Crew™; Colonels Winberg, Kozuma, and Mahoney. Everything they did
was right. We totalled that weekend with Jack second (wife Sukie and
sister Marilyn taking orders), Dr. Skip doing third with Tony Kimball
and wife Chris, now known as the "Jaunty-Lass’,

The travellers on a small scale included Jack & Harry who tried the
3rd Leg of the Triple Crown at the Keuka Champagne Regatta. Their
report was....champagne first, weather 2nd, L.D.Y.C.....somewhere in
the pack. We sailed again at the Onondaga Invitational in September,
12823, 13160 and 13166, On arrival we were greeted by a beautiful
sun, a graceful lake and moderate winds. But for the sun, evervihing
changed. 5 races were decreased to 3 when the wind started screaming
to 42 by the meter. Once again, it was an Air Force endeavor with
Major Skip Little, Colonels Winberg, Mahoney and Abel, and all
available offspring for crews. The group practiced their over-hand
strokes again!

One skipper, Angie Norelli, in a boat he had never sailed previously
made a respectable 6th place finish in one race, despite a light crew, a
7209, late start and one sand-bar! After cancelled races, drying oul, we



adjourned to an open house hosted by the Tom McAuliffes. Their
hospitality took away some of our thoughts of ‘stowing it all in" and
forgetting about Sunday. Major *Skip® compared Onondaga ‘action’ to
600 combat hours....hazardous!

With a finale to 1977, we can't forget: Corinthian awards to gals
who ‘hung-in-there’ all season, Sukie Martin, Carol Carrier and Chris
Van Slyke; well earned under difficult situations, i.e., ‘I told you what
to do! Why'd vou do THAT?"

Overall seasonal to Harry, plus the Spinnaker Award, 2nd to Jack,
third to Bob,

Remembrances of Dave Woods® seaplane and his touch and go
landings, adding some extra chop to Delta.

Walt McCann enjoying the winning gun with heavenly assistance
from Father Bud Humphrey (who was using his ‘divine guidance’
system).

A fine Commodore, Sherm Pike.

Knowing that the Diamonds will *sparkle’ next season...

That Bob Carrier will be an excellent Commodore....

That Harry will never be without a crew on his new 42 footer...

CHICAGO CORINTHIAN YACHT CLUB (5)
Midwest District
Sailing on Lake Michigan at Chicago, lllinois

The Ding Dong Series and the Wednesday night Moonbeam Series
were won by Fred House with a show of dogged persistence, William
Zamzow and Don Tyler finished second and third in the Ding Dong
while Richard McClure and Richard Hinze were second and third in the
Moonbeam Series.

The Club-sponsored Hobelman Sunlight Regatta was won by none
other than Gordon Ettie with Richard McClure and Richard Hinze
second and third. The Fleet-sponsored Red Flannels Regatta attracted
many out-of-town sailors again this year. The winner was Bruce
Goldsmith with John Corbett of Pontiac Y.C. and John Johns of
Douglas Lake taking second and third places.

The year 1978 promises to be at least the equal of 1977 with
respect to participation of fleet members due to the body politic’s
collective resolve to “BEAT SAZERAC™ (property of Mr. G. Ettie).
Even beyond this desire to take revenge on 12457, the continued and
growing interest in Lightning sailing at Chicago Corinthian creates an
environment which allows full opportunities for competition o all
interested sailors. This interest and participation will again in 1978
result in Fleet § remaining one of the most active Lightning Fleets in
the country.

HOUSATONIC BOAT CLUB (6)
Connecticut-Rhode Island District
Sailing on Long Island Sound at
Stratford, Connecticut

Fleet Captain .......ccvuvva 000000 .Bud Wilson
Fleet Secretary/Treasurer . . ... cuuue.. Fred Hqus?c Fleet Captain ............ Theodore Dombroski
Fleet Champion ...............Gordon E. Ettie Fleet Secretary . ............M. James Geraghty
150k L F O Dick McClure Fleet Champion . ............. Benet McMillan
Boat No. Boai Name skippe: Rlinner-—Up ..................... "!'Bllghﬂﬂ Lee
639 Silk Purse Dennis Walaski Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
5133 XPG Fred Bell L 6013 Scamp 11 William Kidd
9161 Dozo Dave Hovey & Patrick Grotto 7279 TN R Malcolm Bryant
9591 Scram Tom Blount 7366 Blue Chip Robert G. Thorpe
9607 Harem Scarem Fred G. ]!ouse 9973 Mirage Rick O'Brien
9697 Hussy Chuck Hlinka 10746 How Cum Richard N. W, Hayes, Sr., &
9958 Schuss Cliff Stettler R. Neil Hayes, Ir.
9987 Andiamo Roger Seitz 18 cesiesvens L. Benet McMillan
10250 Z-Boal Bill Zamzow 11674 Sail-on Vaughan Lee
10479 Phoenix Dick McClure 12119 Pa-da-Lin Theodore J. Dombroski
10557 ...l Joseph Angloletti Life Member FEdward R. Olsen
10721 T.N.T. Tom Tambling
10862 Rights of Man Dave Brown No R 1
10930 Fission Bob Smither 0. SEgthy
11446 Frolic Dick Hinze
11490 Miss Wretched James E. Baker
nggla ﬁoose s g;?gﬂriclﬁ BUFFALO CANOE CLUB (12)
11 arma/Sutra ‘rowe H g
11703 Dandelion Bob Holland B gl e
DL William L. Marting SRC:CNL CLiEnSh Sa Y, LIS
12133 Kennebec 11 Nick Smith & Gail Norstrom Point Abino, Ontario, Canada
12136 Spindrift Bud Wilson Fleet Captain . .....uusaeiioiincin. Doug Oak
12283 Midetite Dennis A. Burke Fleet Secretary . ......cciainuss Bob Dobmeier
12394 Hardtack Ken Gustafsen Fleet TIeaSUrer ... ..coueeinnnens Ed Roseberry
12402 Lyntog Bernie Kornhaber Fleet Champion ... ..cosersssens Ed Roseberry
12457 Sazerac Gordon E. Ettie 3T | Stu Anderson
12702 vaasss Donald Tylor :
12830 ... Russell O. Crawford Boat No, Boat Name _Sklpper
13103 ... John R. Nye & Cyril J. Touff i EERIRERE Tom Allen IV
13199 Snoopy Bruce Goldsmith 6670 Ea AR i e Matthew D. Georger
_____________ Richard P. Andersan 8503 Glockenspiel 11 Sl_uq.rt Anderson
8510 RA William R. Potter
L 1 1 o Raobert H. Bear, Jr,
The 1977 season was again very gratifying for Fleet 5 with an active OR45 e Lawrence Bone
racing program consisting of five club series and two regaitas 10006 = s onen Matt Bryant, Jr.
Consistently good sailing weather brought an average of 12 boats to the 10031 Restless William W. Hughes
starting line each Saturday and Sunday, Newcomer Gordon Ettie 10303 07 Rabert J. Adams
provided a new dimension to Club competition by winning mostof the  |ps65 .......... Mutt Bryant, Sr. & Jr.
races he participated in. 10710 Menace Jack L. Sanders
The Ileet Championship Series was won by Gordon Ettie with 11000 Thermis X1 Karl Smither & Robert
Richurd McClure and Dennis Burke finishing second and third M. Dobmeier, Ir.
respectively. Three active Club competitors mixed it up for the B T e S o Jay Hansen
Corinthian and Commodore Series with the former being won by 11450 Yo-Yo IFrancis M. Huffman
Dennis Burke followed by Richard Hinze and Richard MeClure. The 11869 Golden Vanity Raobert C. Enger
latter by Richard Hinze tollowed by Richard McClure and Dennis 57207~ R~ ot =y David Maclarlane
Burke. 1 2080 Green Machine AL Douglas OQak
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12411 SRR s Richard P, Ferrick

12487 pstart N. A. Wrobel

12729 Berry 111 Ed Roseberry

12770 C. 0. Jones, Jr.

12791 James R, Maxson

12802 Westwind 111 Thomas M. Ward
..... S Thomas G, Allen [11

13211

1. Y. Sloan

Fleet 12 had a remendous 77 sailing season! The instant recap reads
as follows: First and most important, we had a lot of fun. The “champ”
regained his title at the Worlds. The racing was superb and we initiated
team racing. We had a race seres for training some of the newer
skippers. Fleet 12 and B.C.C. members hosted another great North
American Championship.

It all began in early spring when Doug Oak, president of Fleet 12,
set up a series of meetings. A number of goals and projects were
outhned and various sailors put in charge. By and large, we accomplish-
ed most everything we had i mind.

The traditional Eby Invitational series began the season. We had a
large number of boats anticipating the NA's later in the season. Since
the Worlds were going to be held soon in Switzerland, many other top
skippers were “tuning up”. Tom Allen was seen often on the race
course in the early season checking out new sails, Fleet 12 is very proud
that Tom Allen — Brenda and Tommy Allen, Jr. regained the World
Champoinship in Switzerland. :

Stu Anderson organized four evenings of team racing. The races
were run on a shorter course with multiple races each evening. The
tactics were interesting and everyone enjoyed this innovative program,

Ed Roseberry, Jr. made special use of the Wednesday Meyers Series
for training new and prospective Lightning skippers. Ed coordinated
our A Skippers™ as crew on each of the boats in the series. What an
opportunity for a new skipper having Stu Anderson or Tom Allen on
board as crew! This program was aimed at fostering more interest and
developing better talent for our regular races.

The Fleet 12 auction was back this yvear and Matt Bryant Sr.,
auctioner, sure brought in the dough! We all got together for a fun time
and raised enough funds to stage a good Fleet 12 Beer Party at the
North Americans.

Tom Ward did a marvelous job of running the North Americans, It
was terrific 1o see so many of the Fleet 12 members busy launching
boats, hauling trailers, measuring sails, running races, patrolling and
providing sleeping quarters. Fleet 12 would like to thank all the B.C.C.
members who helped, especially our scorekeepers. Fleet 12 was
represented by Stu Anderson and Tom Allen who placed in the top ten
of the NA's.

The girls enjoved the Mother Carey series won by Ms. Coleman and
the old salts lead by Ward Willday proved they can sail forever.

As noted above our Fleet Champion and runner-up for the second
straight year are Ed Roseberry, Ir. and Stu Anderson respectively,

MAYFIELD YACHT CLUB (13)
Central New York District
Sailing on Great Sacandaga Lake
Mayfield, New York

Fleet CAPIAIN < o0 ov v e piv s senace Wm, Weifenbach
Flett Seeretary -«ouve vosvsne s .+ . Bill Schultz
PRt CHAMPION v vons v v 85 omm e a9 w09 Rob Klug
Runner-Up .. ..cvsersssnsssnsssss Ed Koenig
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
8899 Escape Edward G. Kruszona
9528 Larc Carl E. Grund
9844 Nach Regen Lewis P, Hays
10097 Savage 11 Donald Kerr
10244 Trepidus Wm, Weifenbach
12084  ...... o W. R. Schultz
12130 Viva Sam Folger
12379 R Robert Klug
12636 Kittiwake Edgar F. & Douglas E. Koenig
13143 S Gerald & Walter Ryan

Fleet 13 had another exciting yvear of racing on Great Sacandaga
Lake. Twenty races were completed rather than the customary eighteen
even though eight races were cancelled and rescheduled because of light
air, heavy air, and insufficient boats on the weekend of the District
Regatta. The Sailing Committee of the Mayfield Yacht Club must be
commended for their patience and help in making this a successful
SEAS0N.

In the July Series Rob Klug was first, Bill Schultz second, and third
place was held by Ed Koenig. For August Rob Klug continued his hold
on first place, Walt Ryan roared into second with a new boat, while Bill
Schultz was third. Overall Rob Klug was first, Bill Schultz second and
Walt Ryan third.

Three boats went to the Districts this year and Rob Klug's
performance brought him a trip to the North Americans. The Klugs and
Ryans graciously hosted cook-outs where the day’s races were analy zed
with the aid of the usual refreshments and food which identify this
activity. We expect to have at least one additional boat joining us for
the 1978 season. It is supposed to be a brand new one. In the
meantime, we will be thinking about the 1978 season while sitting
before a fire or while riding a ski lift.

PAUPACK FLEET (16)
Metropolitan District
Sailing on Lake Wallenpaupack in the
Pocono Mountains at Tafton, Pennsylvania

Fleet Captain . .uivusviasivaii .+ .. Roger Lengel
Fleoat Secrotry o vcvivssanss . Peter Boettcher
Fleet Champion ........... v+« John Rowley
BUNDE-UP v vvouvvnmmsvioios ... George Madel
Boat No, Boat Name Skipper
T2~ ifavan Franklin H. Shive
7931 IR Ao Neal W. Merrill
8676 Rooster Herm Henschen
10301 Mimsy 11 Joe Mark
10460  ..... i Susie Porter
11801 Moby Duck John Rowley
11907 Mach | George Madel
MOS0 i Hank Fretz
12159 Ichabod Roger Lengel
Y16 0 paevins F Peter Boettcher
12867 Sister Kat Stan Moldawsky

Lincoln Rowley will replace Mindy Rowley on John's boat in 1978!
That will mean that Moby Duck will not be as far ahead of the fleet
until Lincoln learns all the finer points of sail handling and attendant
skills, Should 1978 be a summer with “normal™ weekend winds, George
Madel and Stan Moldawsky are sure to be up front! Stan has a fast boat
and is beginning to understand its kinks and George finally broke down
and bought a new suit of sails; he popped from sixth in 1976 to Second
in '77 like a cork!

Our Fleet had the pleasure of hosting the “Mets" this vear and
planning started early (February) to insure a smooth run. The effort
paid off! This was a Fleet effort as no one person or even three could
have arranged such a fine week-end. And blessings of all blessings, three
quarters of the thirty-eight boats competing were registered, weighed,
measured and stamped true blue Friday evening. The few boats
remaining Saturday morning left some room to breathe and enjoy
meeting old friends.

We had the first weekend of the Short Circuit Regatta September
10th and 11th. Twenty-eight boats from the District had a good windy
week-end and fine social affair to close out our season.

The year was good, happy, and busy!

BLACK ROCK YACHT CLUB FLEET (17)
Connecticut-Rhode Island District
Sailing on Long lsland Sound
Bridgeport, Connecticut

Fleet Captalli . .o o v as0 000 500005000 Harry Turton
Fleet Secretiry .. .vviiinvean Michael N, Curran
Fleet Champion . ......cccenuns John E. Meyer

Runner-Up ........0000euuee. .. James Nelson
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Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
2795 Restless Robert Goodenow
9122 Thor Ralph Sperry, Sr.
9428 "Sno Bird Thomas H. Tamoney, Ir.
9944 Footloose Michael N. Curran
10382 e Harry Turton
10492 Esprit Jeff McCormick
10730 Seven (s Robert I, Cahill
11874 Fiddler's Green James Nelson
11890 Zephyrus John E, Meyer
12124 Ariel David W, Orange &

Gordon R, Burrows

1977 was a banner year for Fleet 17, The roster of active Lightnings
grew from 7 to 14, a rate of growth undoubtedly not matched by many
other fleets and attributable in large part to the enthusiasm and energy
of all Fleet 17 members. Flushed by success, all are working for equally
impressive growth in the upcoming season,

As part of its commitment to growth, the fleet played host to the
Connecticut-Rhode  Island District Championship and Connecticut
Governor's Cup regatta on July 16-17., attended by over thirty boats.
Another major regatta, the Long Island Sound Lightning Champion-
ship, will be hosted by Fleet 17 in August, 1978,

The fastest Lightning in the fleet in 1977 was Zephyrus, skippered
by John Meyer. In a close second place was Fiddler's Green (). Nelson)
followed by Footloose (M Curran), Ariel (D, Orange and G. Burrows),
Thor (K. Sperry ) and Sno-Bird (1. Tamoney).

CHAUTAUQUA LAKE YACHT CLUB (19)
Lake Erie District
Sailing on Lake Chautauqua, Lakewood, New York

PleBE Captain ... ...0cemmrenmms Richard Harding
Fleet Secretary . ...ccuvvuns James J. McDonnell
Fleet Champion ...........James J. McDonnell

Boat No. Boat Name Skipper

9332 Blew Mac's 1. 1. MeDonnell

10035 PP Edward W. Burger

12700 L N Will Wendell

12785 Peacemaker Richard Harding

The Memorial Day Long Race was the opener for the season. The 18
miles to Long Point and return was a closely fought battle all the way,
but Jim McDonnell edged out Will Wendell and Dick Harding at the
finish line,

The thirteenth Annual Cornball Regatta was moved up to June
11-12 this year. There were 24 boats representing 10 different yacht
clubs from Toronto to Cleveland. Bill Buckles of the Cleveland Y.C.
was the winner. Mark Bryant of Sandy Beach Y.C. was second and Ron
Cochrane of the National ¥Y.C., Toronto, was third. As usual, it was a
fun regatta with good winds, good sailing and an overall good time.

In the July Fourth Series, Jim McDonnell and his crew could do no
wrong and chalked up four first place finishes to lock up the series
Dick Harding and Ed Burger flinished second and third.

The Labor Day race to Long Point and back was run thru light,
variable, shifty and flukey winds. Jim McDonnell was the lucky leader
at the finish, but Dick Harding and Ed Burger were gaining fast in
second and third place respectively.

During the year Chautauqua Lake Yacht Club initiated a combined
fleet handicap series for Thistles, Lightnings, Flying Scots and O'Day
Daysailers. The Lightning Fleet made a very fine showing with Jim
McDonnell ending the season as winner and Dick Harding fourth.

Congratulations to Ed Burger and his crew Cindy and Chuck
Hodges. Newcomers to our fleet this year, Ed and his crew finished up
third in the overall Hi-point Series for the vear. Ed was awarded the
“Most Improved Sailor™ trophy. Great job, Ed. Chuck and Cindy hope
to get a new boat next season so we are looking forward to lots of
action out there next year.

INDIAN LAKE YACHT CLUB (23)
Ohio District
Sailing on Indian Lake, Russells Point, Ohio

Fleet Caplain. o .coccivasaiaia Howard R. Eckels
Fleet Secrelary o . oo oivitiuiaiiii Richard H. Collier

Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
7424 Captain America  James R, Goslee 111
9702 Grey Ghost Harry 8. Robertson
11138 Cock Pit Jay & Helen Limbaugh
11485 Page One Alex Kaye
11567 Placebo C. I. Detweiler
11640 Windsong Gordon D, Scullion
12287 e D Ted Siferd
12412 11 Thomas L. & Mark Wilkins
12415 Bab Cat Rabert Strempel
12559 Big Red Machine  John Butler
e b Bernie Malcolm
T2 et Howard Eckels
12881 00000 ... - John Timmermeister
13189 e Dick Collier
No Report.
LAKE MOHAWEK YACHT CLUB (25)
Metropolitan District
Sailing on Lake Mohawk, Sparta, New Jersey
Fleet: Capain ..o ioias s ornsianbios Jim Wavle
Fleet Secretany <= coasdcilsiaii Marcy Wavle
Fleet Champion ................. Bob Graham
Bummar-lpy o ceisivvirevy sisaae Tom Bierman
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
5617 Bali Hai Larry Kenny
9984 SR Robert Watters
10207  awaeds Martin Jachts
W2200 s Victor Haines
10480 3 ocaiese Richard Schoell
114200 2 civaeeen Bob Graham
11448 Tomato Sloop David MacDonald
11568 = L ....ea. John Kindschi
11572 Apple Jack Tames E. Wavle, Ir.
12066 20 naidi e Ronald Beard
12337 Moriah William W. Wagner
12912 Ruptured Duck Tom Bierman
13154 lackie Armond R, Tomassetti

Sailing on Lake Mohawk is keener than ever. This is in ready
evidence provided by the close competition for series championships
and in the local regattas. Our past best skippers are still our best
skippers but they are being pressed harder and those of us doing the
chasing know they are going faster. Bob Graham, our consistent Fleet
Champion, demonstrated his speed at the Atlantic Coast Champion-
ships by finishing in the money winning one of the races in the process,
Two of our boats sailed the North American Championships and the
fleet fielded five boats for the nine race Short Circuit Regatta held at
Lake Wallenpaupack, Penn., Greenwood Lake, New Jersey, and Lake
Mohawk, New Jersey. Those five entrees finished in the first five
positions and this without the benefit of our Fleet Champion, Bob
Graham,

Our local series scoring showed Bob Graham winning the Spring
Series followed by Tom Bierman, Dave MacDonald, Ron Beard, and
Jim Wavle. The Summer Series was won by Bob Graham. Tom Bierman
sailed into second while Ron Beard, Dave MacDonald, and Jim Wavle
captured third, fourth, and fifth respectively. Dave MacDonald came
through with a first in the Fall Series with Ron Beard, Tom Bierman,
Bill Wagner, and Jim Wavle close behind in the next four places. Fleet
competition is very close. Asa-for-instance, in the fall series the
difference between first and fifth place was only .6 of a point using
average finish scoring.

Dave MacDonald improved steadily all year winning several races
toward the end of the year. This in part due to a fine young crew he has
trained. Scott Walker won the Crew Of The Year award for his efforts.

Another of our up and coming skippers, lim Wavle, sailed the North
Americans and finished fifth overall in the Short Circuit. Jim has been
sailing only two years and certainly earned the Most Improved Skipper
award.

The fleet sustained some major damage before the season began this
year when three of our Lightnings became the down range deceleration
areas for a misguided automobile. Bernie Cole’s Gramboko |8990, was
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converted to fireplace kindling while Bob Watters managed to repair the
hele in the bottom of his, Bob Tomassetti’s Jackie sustained major
damage to the chine area but he did a beautiful job of repairing it. He
bought a new boat but we wonder about the repair job on the old one.
Not only does it look good, it goes good. While demonstrating it to a
prospective customer he walked away from the rest of the fleet;easily
winning a race. Hopefully, he'll soon get the new one to move that fast.

Our sailing school and enthusiasm of the skippers in training new
crews and skippers has been very effective in the growth of our fleet.
Next year we'll see three new skippers at the starting line. Marty Jachts
has Bob Tomassetti's proven 10207 well in hand, John Kindschi, who
has crewed for Jim Wavle and Ron Beard, is moving to the tiller of his
own Lightning next year. Our local Sun Fish fleet has provided us with
another excellent skipper. Dick Schoell has won so many races in the
Sun Fish fleet they finally twok up a collection o help him buy a
Lightning. I'm happy to report he'll be sailing the more stable of Tom
Bierman's last two boats.

It looks like we will field some good competition for the District
Championships which will be held here next year. If not on the race
course, at least at the elbow bender, if past experience is any indication.
Our social activities as a club and as a fleet were outstanding this past
vear thanks to Sharon Bierman. She managed many excellent diversions
throughout the year even when the water got hard. We finally found
out how to beat Bob Graham—take him bowling!

Lake Mohawk's capricious winds provide the normal degree of
equipment and crew failure as the many turtle awards at the end of the
year prove but the “piece-de-resistance™ must have been when Bill
Wagner brought the committee boat flag home at his mast head. The
picture unfolds this way: one capsize resulting from a boat oscillating
under a spinnaker, the boat being righted with a bent spreader and the
masthead fouling the committee boat flag standard in the righting
process, tipping the boat at the dock by pulling on the shrouds to
retrieve the flag pole, breaking the wooden mast in the process making
the retrieval much easier. Said he was thinking of upgrading the fleet by
getting an oval mast anyway.

1978 promises to provide better competition than ever as our eager
new skippers prepare to open season on the front runners. Now if we
could get some control over the wandering garages placed at random
about the luke we'd really have something,

LEATHERLIPS YACHT CLUB (27)
Ohio District
Sailing on O'Shaughnessy Reservoir,
Columbus (Powell), Ohio

FIEEL CAphiin v o v v wire maimminsims e Bill Hilsman
Fleet SeCrelary . . oo conmemnvonnepail Carl Clipp
Fleet Champion ...vovvveianvanes Mike Denning
Runner-Up ....................Ron Sehulster
Boat No, Boat Name Skipper
2662 Big Bertha FFranklin H. Beck, J1.
5900 Skunk Robert 1. McBride
7466 Passerbye Don Trimmer
8002 0 ..., L, Harry Minck
9099 Pirate Dick Denning
10353 Lease This Space  Eric & Bill Hilsman
10960 Ess Bee John W, Uttley
11332 Miss Judy I1 Warren Baltimore
11499 Clipp Joint Carl Clipp
11932 S S George Seiple
11982 O George Hodge
12787 LADY BE GOODer Ron Sehulster
12840 Moby Pink Bill & Eric Hilsman
12895 Thump-Thump Paul Howald
12986 2 Liieaees Tom Brugh
130060 2 ...l Bucky Powless

The summer of 1977 was the year where the past three years of
hard work by everyone in Ileet 27 began to pay off. Anyone seeing the
start of a Fleet 27 race in 1974 could easily have mistaken it for an
America’s Cup race. Now we have ten to twelve members racing at
home and four or five travelling the regatta circuit. With prospects for
at least two new members next vear and hopefully some more of our

sailors on the regatta circuit, we are eagerly awaiting the 1978 season.

Qur racing season started the first Sunday of April, which almost
coincided with the ice melting on the Scioto. Paul Howald showed up
with his new boat and quickly sailed away with the Spring, Memorial
Day and Summer Series. Mike Denning and Ron Sehulster finished
behind Paul on Memorial Day and Bill and Eric Hilsman were behind
him in the Summer Series. Ron finally got cranked up and won the 4th
of July Series, with Paul Howald second and Bill Hilsman third. George
Hodge came out of a thunderstorm right-side-up to win the Labor Day
Series, followed by Ron and Eric, who switched placed in the Fall
Series. Mike Denning, who was unable to sail the Labor Day Series
because of school, used his consistent sailing on Memorial Day and July
4th to win his first Fleet Championship.

We hosted our third annual Windshift Regatta on June 11 and 12.
Twenty boats showed up for the second leg in the Ohio Governor’s Cup
race. Ron Sehulster, Bucky Powless and Dick Pugh of Cowan Lake all
entered the last race with a chance to win. Ron finished just within the
time limit to win that race and the regatta, Other trophy winners were
Bucky Powless, Dick Pugh, Tom Varley of Hoover Yacht Club, and
Paul Howald.

Our out of town travellers included Paul Howald, George Hodge,
Mike Denning, Ron and Dixie Sehulster, Bertie Gerling and Carl and
Charita Clipp. Ron was the most active traveller, going to St. Pete, Bay
Week and the North Americans, where he sailed in the yellow fleet.
Ron managed to make it home in time 1o go 1o Cowan Lake where he
won the regatta and with it, the Ohio Governor’s Cup. After all the
work Ron has put into our fleet, everyone was quite happy with his
win. Our end of season fleet awards party was held in November.
“Winners" were: George Hodge, Most Improved Skipper, his crew
Bertie Gerling, Most Improved Crew and Swimmer of the Year, Eric
Hilsman received the “Broken Spinnaker Pole™ award, which inciden-
tally, just about matches the rest of his fittings. Carl Clipp was elected
Fleet Captain and George Hodge was elected Secretury-Treasurer for
the 1978 season, Qur congratulations to Ron Sehulster on his election
as Ohio District Commodore for 1978,

We had a great vear in 1977, Plan on joining us al the Windshift in
1978,

DEVIL'S LAKE YACHT CLUB (31)
Michigan District
Based on Devil's Lake at Manitu Beach, Michigan

Fleet Captain . ......... « vv - Ir, Charles Smith

Fleet Captain Elect . .. ... e ss0 s+ s o Steve Thomas
Fleet Secretary .. cveewwvesans . .+ Bill Nuoffer
Fleet Champion ............ Hank Hodgson, Jr.
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
9480 R William Nuoffer
9650 Red Carpet Dr. James & Phillip I, Reynolds
11449 S Dan R. Bruggeman
12548 No Excuses Dr. Charles Smith
12724 Mellow Yellow Dr. G. Thomas Poirier
12773 Hay Bales Merrill Bales
12777 Loophaole George Sipel, Jr,
12861 S Bob, John & Jim Morse
12931 NN Jack Tibbs
12939 SRS Doug Kapnick
13021 e Steve Thomas
Life Member Jack Beal

Life Member Barnie Crittenden

Lightning Fleet 31 sailors participated in an active schedule of
racing throughout the summer. Fleet Captain elect, Steve Thomas,
inaugurated his new boat by winning the Decoration Day series.
However, Hank Hodgson won the Fourth of July and Labor Day series
to take the Fleet Championship. Qur fleet was very proud of Hank who
also won the Michigan Districts. Merrill Bales won the first and second
summer series and was runner-up for the Fleet Championship. Merrill
also won the night race and Sportsmanship Award. Doug Kapnick won
the stay at home series. Charlie Smith received the Novice and Most
Improved Skipper awards. Bill Draheim was awurded the Junior Sailing
trophy and Outstanding Crew award. Karen Hodgson was also the
recipient of the Outstanding Crew award.
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TURKEYFOOT LAKE FLEET (33)
Ohio District
Sailing on Turkeyfoot Lake at Akron, Ohio

Flest Captain . .....ouvvaanssn Dale 8. Burkhart
Fleat Secrelary .. ..v v i snsss Clem B. Shriver
Fleet Champion ... ovvvv o sases Clem Shriver
Runner-Up Tom Daugherty

Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
123 Suits-Us William C. Blank

5314 Siren Robert §. Manard

53T 000 miaae Tom Daugherty
10896 e Dale S. Burkhart
11123 Red 111 Clem Shriver
11904 2 iaevess Ralph Lawry

No Report.

METEDECONK RIVER FLEET (34)
Central Atlantic District
Based on Metedeconk River at Ocean County, N.J.

Fleet Captain . ..o ceviosaiai Werner Schon

Fleet Secretary .. :icooansoansan James G. Carson
Fleet Champion . ...... 0.0 George Francis, Jr.
BANEI=-RID  cv v e i s oo wiomi s i Jay Lutz
Boat No, Boat Name Skipper
2674 Knock On Wood  Richard A, Tell
6557 Zig-Zag Carol H. Kern
9006 Second Verse Michael Coscia
9633 Shazam E. Kenneth Snedeker, Jr.
10952 Robert G. Savarese
10988 3 aacimes James J. Daley
11411 Miss Fite 111 A. Richard Thomas
11784 Jay Lutz
11933 Barbarella David S. Ruiter
H9TE aneaesesss Margaret Mary Dimon
12405 e AT Werner Schon
12698  iasemdaaae Frank Di Fazio
12789 Little Feat Charles Thrower
12968 20 ancseeases Richard Jeske
13084 Fuzzy James G. Carson
13162 - Robert Tell
IBEBE 000 i James G. Carson

This was a routine year for Metedeconk River Fleet 34, except for
one major turnaround ; Jay Lutz bought Jim Canrson’s Ugly Fuzzy and
repeatedly beat him with it. Jay started the season by being fifth overall
on the Southern Circuit. Mr. Carson, sailing a new, Fuzzy, claims he
was there but failed to jingle the silver until Miami. Such was the
pattern of the year.

George Francis, Jr. sailed consistently to win the Fleet Champion-
ship. Lutz, runner-up sailed fast enough to win but found a number of
ways to lose races (i.e., upset, round marks in the wrong direction, etc.)
Mimi Dimon won a close battle with Fleet Captain Werner Schon for
third, as did Jim Daley to nose out Dick Thomas for fifth. Rick Tell,
still getting the feel of a new boat, was seventh ahead of Frank Di
Fazio, a newcomer to our fleet. Once again, the owverall Club
Championship was sailed in Lightnings with Paul Gelenites an easy
winner. Metedeconk hosted the New Jersey States and the Spring
Tuneup Regatta on consecutive weekends in June and, despite sailing
on the River, played the part of perfect host by letting visiting sailors
win. Jay Lutz was the top local sailer in both. Once again, Metedeconk
hosted an active Spring Series, won by Fuzzies Francis and Schon. A
storm plagued Fall Series was won by Monmouth’s Bob Hutchinson.

Toward the end of Spring, the traveler's siga began with Mr. Lutz
picking up a second in the Cedar Point Spring Regatta. At the Worlds,
Fleet 34 was represented by Mr. Carson who wound up eighth overall.
The Districts were marked by Lutz coming in second (again), Dave
Ruiter fourth, and Carson using a breakdown as an excuse. On to the
Junior North Americans, where four Metedeconkers sailed and Jay Lutz

finally cracked the barrier winning it all. Congratulations CHAMP! Paul
Gelenites scrapped to a fifth with George Francis, Jr. and Teddy
Forhecz back in the pack. At the North Americans Carson and Lutz
fought it out for top qualifier with Jim coming out on top (believe it or
not.) However, it was a different story in the finals as Jay streaked to a
third with Jim trailing in fifth. Two in the top five — not bad, guys!
George Francis, Jr. and Charlie Thrower put on valiant efforts, but were
doomed by light air,

In the meantime, Carson won the BBYRA Championship for the
10th time in 21 vears, beating out Tommy Schon, who finished second.
They were followed by Mimi Dimon, Charlie Thrower and Dick
Thomas for a complete Metedeconk sweep. On the Fall regatta circuit,
Lutz and Carson repeated the three/five sequence at the Atlantic Coast.
Jim changed his pace by moving south and getting a fifth at Annapolis
and a first at Quantico, thereby winning the Barney Mead Trophy for
best combined score in these regattas. At the Nashville Bluenose
Regatta Jim once again proved himself master of consistency by picking
up yet another fifth. However, at the Dallas Thanksgiving Regatta,
Carson found the heavy going to his liking improving his position to
third. If it sounds like Carson did a lot of traveling, he did — more miles
in 1977 than any other Lightning sailor with the exception of Tom
Allen — and he's in the business.

Metedeconk has the “heavies” to compete on an International scale.
However, travelers do not make a fleet. Fortunately, Fleet 34 is
enthusiastic at home as well as away, with a good fleet of local sailors
and an abundance of up and coming Juniors,

PYMATUNING YACHT CLUB FLEET (36)
Ohio District
Based on Pymatuning Lake, Jamestown,
Pennsylvania

Fleat Captain .uoeiiiviisainiiess Robert W. Scher
Fleat S0cratary . .. ciwave o sesam i Herb Jestel
Fleet Champion ......ccecuveas Randy Ruhlman
Bunner-Up . .o.vvenvnreneenenns E. L. Caldwell
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
2885 Gale John Glasson
5312 Dutchman [T Charles W, Burgess
5323 Cigan 11 Frederick R. & Frank E. Lange
6530 eeaiisss Bob Baumgardner
7126 New Wine Edward E. Werley
7904 Bounty Dr. James Martuccio
8330 Hot Canary 111 Dick Maras
8635 Hot Canary Curt & Dr. C. H. Maltbie
9080 Blitz George Cummings
9375 Windjammer Stanley M. Haw
9619 Spray John Nunn
10163 Witch Wathego Homer Benson
10210 Venture 11 Kenneth B. Finnie, Sr.
10273 Old Yeller Don Courtsal
10280 Aphrodite Richard H. Brautigam, Jr.
10525 Giant Killer E. L. Caldwell
10789 Lemon Twist Donald H. & Robert A.
DeSplinter
EX63 0 umemkaates Bob Lilly
11240 Ruler V Gordon R. Miller
11278 LaBiche I11 Lud Lekson
11651 High Voltage | Jerry King
11671 Blue Purr John & Peter Swartz
11768 Cosiameadn Tom Sankey
12195 Weihe's Choice William Weihe
12271 Puffin Robert W. Scher
12313 Blue Fox Dave Lewis, Jr.
12420 Ruler V11 Jon & Randy Ruhlman
12620 Torlik Jon & Rob Rublman
12848 Gotcha Again Dr. John Borland
12898 s Dr. Ralph Snelson
12916 Most Pizzaz Herbert Jestel
12972 Joe Redding
12973 saseaald George Prince
[29083 caseisas ; Dave Kuntz

The twice-a-weekend racing of Fleet 36 begins the Saturday after
spring Work Day early in May; this Eager Beaver Series was won by lon
Ruhlman, with Jack Borland runner-up and Commodore Don Courtsal



third. The Spring Series saw Jerry King winning first; Courtsal, second;
and Rob Ruhlman, third, The Fall Series was won by Chuck Maltbie, Al
Caldwell was second, Don Courtsal third,

The Fleet Championship is determined by the Saturday and Sunday
Summer Series combined results. This year's Fleet Champion was Randy
Ruhlman, repeating again from last year. Runners-up were Al Caldwell,
Chuck Maltbie, Rob Ruhlman, and Bob Baumgardner, in that order.

The Independence Day Regatta saw our own fleet copping the
trophies: Chuck Maltbie, first; Bob Baumgardner, second; and Rob
Ruhlman, third. We hope more visiting Lightning sailors will join us
next Fourth of July, so we can share the silver!

Fleet 36 members can always be counted on to make a good
showing in the corrected-time, club-sponsored races, This year's
successful Lightning winners were Bob Baumgardner (two firsts),
Randy Ruhlman, Bob Scher, and George Prince,

Our usual six race Stay-at-Home Series (scheduled to coincide with
the three weekends of District and North American championship
racing) was renamed the Goof-off Series this year, and it featured some
fun competition as dreamed up by our imaginative fleet racing
chairman, Jack Borland. Districts weekend found the stay-at-homers
engaged in team racing, with the two teams each winning one. Rotating
skipper races, where each crew of the boat had 10 skipper two legs
including the mark rounding and the usual skipper was helmsman for
three of the seven legs, comprised the next two races. Fun “‘trophies”
for this pair of races were sets of T shirts saying “First (Second/Third)
Rate Skipper™, and (for the youngest and lightest-weight crew) "Under
Rated Skipper.” The fifth race in the Goof-off Series was a Rigger-ous
Race, where the unrigged boats were moored (some tied stern-to<dock)
and the sails (each in a separate bag) were piled in one heap on the
lawn, awaiting a LaMans start. At the signal, a mad scramble for the
required “proper” sails was followed by a dash to the waiting boats and
an immediate start upon reaching the line, The final Goof-off-Race was
called a Weight Watchers Race, where a boat received one point for
each person on board and one point per boat beaten, with high points
winning. Perhaps due to the heavy weather of that day, three of our
usual top-flight skippers (who sailed with the regular number of crew)
finished ahead of all of the “extra-handed™ boats. All in all, it wasa fun
mixture of sailing and “goofing off”, while fleet members who
represented PYC at the North Americans: Randy Ruhlman, Peter
Swartz, and Rob Ruhlman, were doing some really serious sailing.

Our awards dinner was held at the lovely home of Fleet Captain Bob
and Betsy Scher; hard-earned trophies were presented to the season’s
top skippers. A weekend of gracious entertaining was culminated at
Sunday brunch hosted by Bob and Bridget Frymier.

A fleet with high caliber sailing, whose social activities are also top
notch, just seems to attract new members. So we were pleased to
welcome eight new skippers to our Lightning fleet this year: Bob
Cotton, Tom Fry, Lud Lekson, Robert Lilly, Jim Martueccio, Ralph
Meacham, Ralph Snelson, and John and Peter Swartz, Best wishes for
many successful sailing years!

CHELSEA YACHT CLUB (39)
Metropolitan District
Sailing on the Hudson River at Chelsea, New York

Fleet Captain .............. William C. Gordon

Fleat Secretary & .. . cu i wynssisns Frank Newman
Fleet Champion . ..:cvvivuis William C. Gordon
Bunner-Up . o.oviiviviiiviaas Stephen Schwark
Boat No, Boat Name Skipper
RI2S. iR iweaes Thurlow W, Bumeti
6454 i T William S. Graffl
6731 Natasha William Jones
JASE:  Eluaw s I, David Petelinz
BSOT  wemasvsesi 1. Douglas Wright
8783 F'ox"s Reward Frank Newman
P8 0 cavewseres Thurlow W. Burnett
10381 Winklehawk Explorer Post #381
10779 Half Vast Joe Sullivan
10796 Irish Mist Robert J. Ascott
11158 Blue Chips William C, Gordon
11604 Toy Boat Stephen Schwark
11623 Challenger R. Samuel York

............... Harry C. Becker

Bill, Brian and Steve reaping the reward for “Blue Chips."'

We started our "77 season by going to the Mid-winter meeting in
New Jersey, A few of our other preracing events was the annual dinner
and speakers night sponsored by our fleet.

April started our sailing season. The spring series was won by Bill
Gordon, second place honors went to Steve Schwark, In the B series
first place went to Bill Gordon and second place Frank Newman. The C
and D series were both won by Bill. Frank took second in the C series,
with Steve capturing second in the D series. Bill Gordon, with the
assistance of Brian Sloat and Steve Calhoun become Fleet Champ for
the second year, Steve Schwark was runner-up again, At the CYC Open
Regatta Bitler/Lewis took the silver followed by Gary Hurban and Roy
Sengstacken.

Our fleet was represented at several away regattas by Sam York,
Tammie Korber (sailing the Explorers boat), Frank Newman, Steve
Schwark and Bill Gordon. Marty Minot a member of the Nawval
Academy sailing team skippered Newman’s boat at Shattamuc; the
results proved the boat is fast and Frank needs more practice. Our
Explorer Post continues to grow and has just acguired another
Lightning. We are happy to welcome two new members to our fleet
Jim Van Fleet and Tad Burnett. Tad took top honors for our fleet in
the Club’s Long Distance Race. Bill Gordon sailed his Lightning to the
top spot out of 37 boats in the CYC handicap. He also proved he can
do it alone by winning the single handed race against 28 boats,

Something new this year was an oldtimers race. With six boats on
the line, skippered by former Lightning owners, Eric IFuegel took top
honors. Our plans for next year are to promote the class for new
members and attempt to increase the number of boats on the starting
line.

HIGH TOR LIGHTNING FLEET (41)
Metropolitan District
Sailing on Hudson River, Grassy Point, N.Y.
Fleat Captain ...cv oo omsnimonmssas Erie Schreck
Fleet Secretary . ..ovvvvennnnns Tony Schweiker
Fleet Treasurer ., ....... Billy Meyer
Fleet Champion ................. Bitler-Lewis

2T T o oot ) e e S i Bill Meyer

Boat No, Boat Name Skipper

BEES: e Tony Schweiker

9662 Meliora 11 George Bitler & Mark Lewis
10784 “Heads Up™ Eric Schreck

1S dcanies Jan Terlouw

11227 Heurstic Paul J. Krick

11583 Big Moment M. H. Whitnall

12991 Afternoon Delight  Bill Meyer

13044 0 Liacisss Nick Mazzeo



The 1977 siling season was an outstanding one for Fleet 41
Lightning sailors. Mark Lewis and co-skipper, George Bitler, along with
crew, Barbara Bitler, repeated as winners of the Hudson Circuit, During
the course of the nine races sailed at three Hudson River fleet locations,
the weather presented every possible challenge from the heaviest to the
lightest conditions, The Bitler-Lewis syndicate also repeated as Fleet
Champions, but the club competition is stronger than ever. Bill Meyer,
sailing with wife, Donna, and alternate kids, Wendy and RBilly, sailed
consistently well to nail down the runner-up position. Bill also had the
best showing of the home fleet in the Sutherland Regatta with a third
overall, and placed third in the Greenwood Lake Regatta of the “Short
Circuit,™ Paul Knck, sailing with new crew, Beth and Nick Mazzeo,
finished the season in fine form with a convincing win in the “Last
Blast™ Regatta, and a first place in the fall series. Nick and Beth have
purchased #13044 and are looking forward to sailing their new boat
next season. Not to be outdone by all the improvement, Eric Schreck
beat the local “hotshots™ on a few occasions, turning and perhaps
amazing several heads in the process. Eric Jr., daughter Carol, and
young crew, Eric Knight and Frank Wanstall, consistently hang tough,
particularly in the heavy stuff. Game for anything is freshman sailor
Tony Schweiker, with teenage crew, John Knight and Don Wickstrom.

1977 also resulted in the net expansion of our fleet with additions
of skippers, Gurran Kane, Nick Mazzeo, and Jan Terlouw, and the loss
of Huff and Puff owned by teenage twins, Mike and JefT Rosenberg.

Greg and Matt Fisher — Runnerup and North American Lightning

Champions,
BUCKEYE LAKE YACHT CLUB (43)
Ohio District
Sailing on Buckeye Lake, Ohio
Flecl SeerEtar¥ o < xvas s s aaion Marty Fisher
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
612 Gaaidaes Walter Grubb
10638 Bomer Mike Hein 11
10860 Still Crazy After
All These Years Greg Fisher
10956 Schuss Matt Fisher
12265 Willie Petersilge
2810 2 ceeaeeai Steve & Dan Roshon
12845 Gray lFox George Fisher
12896 Hang on Sloopy Jim Dressel

The Buckeye Lake Fleet is one of the proudest fleets in the world
this year. 1977 will be a year that will never be forgotten at the
Buckeye Lake Yacht Club or by its Lightning Fleet.

Matt Fisher and his brother Greg finished 1, 2 in the Lightning
North Americans at Buffalo. Matt and Greg literally grew up at
Buckeye Lake and have been in Lightnings literally all their lives. For
the two of them to finish in that order is almost beyond comprehen-
sion. Mary Lou Ford and his Dad crewed for Matt, while Patty Burton
and John Wilson crewed for Greg. Halfway through the last race of the
series it became certain that neither Matt nor Greg could not finish any
worse than second and the whole last lap and final weatherleg was a
race between themselves for first place. Greg was unable to put another
boat between he and Matt and Matt was able to cover the boat that
could be the point that Greg needed and so they finished that one point
apart. What a finish to a great series!

During the same week of the North Americans, Willie Petersilge with
a crew of Dan Dressel and Dan Roshon, all three of whom are fine
Lightning sailors in our fleet, won the Sears Cup which is emblematic of
the North American Junior Championship. They won this after winning
the semifinals at Buffalo Canoe Club and the Quarter finals at Put-In
Bay, Ohio. These three skippers plus Mike Hein, another Junior
Lightning Skipper are looking forward to great sailing careers in the
Lightning class and Buckeve Lake is very, very proud of them.

In addition to these great championships, Greg Fisher won the Ohio
District Championship, Jim Dressel won the Shakedown Regatta at
Indian Lake, and Greg and Matt came in 2nd and 3rd respectfully at the
Buckeye Lake Snowball Regatta (won by Bruce Goldsmith). Greg also
won the Anisquam Yacht Club Regatta in Massachusetts and finished
2nd in the Blue Nose Regatta in Nashville, Matt finished 2nd in
Savannah on the Circuit, while Jim Dressel finished 5th at the St
Petersburg Regatta.

Matt was not racing with the fleet most of the summer because of
his being on the United States Collegiate Sailing Team with 5 other
members that raced in England and Ireland for two months. He
returned home just in time to pick up his Lightning and drive to
Buffalo.

Although we're looking forward to 1978, this is one yvear that we
are bathing in our laurels for our season of 1977. You can’t blame us
for that!

Good Luck and Good Sailing!

SILVER LAKE YACHT CLUB FLEET (47)
Lake Erie District
Sailing on Silver Lake, Perry, New York

Yacht Club Commodore. ........... Hoss Bone
Yacht Club Vice-Commodore .. ...... Mark Dadd
Fleet Captain .. ..ccoiasssansvses Peter Bone
Junior Fleet Captain .. . ....covuu.. John Buziak
Fleat SECretary . ..cvvvuwnesonanaines Sally Bliss
Fleet Treasurer . ......c.000va- Bud Van Arsdale
BOOHL .7 siis s e s ah e s b Maggie Dadd
Fleet Champion ..........c0u0s. .+« « Bill Neal
Runner-Up ...... S e e Mark Grinder
Junior Fleet Champion. .......... Paul Mokdessi
Junior Runner-Up ........cuann Kevin Jones
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
755 Whoops W. Dana Jones
13T  iaveaeaid Joe Eliasz
7398 Widgeon David Saunders
7949 Byve-Bye Calvin DeGolyer
8004 Cirrus 11 Justus A. Emens
8766 Tric Trac Bob Foster
9065 CKG I Carl Lyons
9119 Paget 11 Bud Humphrey
9140 Budget Buster Wm. Humphrey, D.D.S.
9417 R ek Charles H. (Mick) Griffin
9631 Right On Earl Fowlston
9739 Hustler Mark Grinder
D84S e R. D, “Hoss™ Bone
9905 Frustration Mark Dadd
10098 WHY! Jack Hackemer
101200 2 Lessaivernas Barnie Matteson
10701, 2 Laeea . Joe Eliasz
10808 Jane 111 Bud Van Arsdale
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11566 Al R’s Rob Williams

11587 Sleasy Rider Edwin Willse

12150 Port Saiid Paul Mokdessi

12170 Banshee John Buziak

12240 EaAE i W. Todd & Peter W. Jones
12725 French Fry Bill Neal

12788 Sea Serpent Doug Bliss & Bill Van Arsdale
J29B4°  aasvaseonee Kent Lyvons

13110 8 R Peter Bone

Left to right
John with their Jerry Blake Memorial Trophy.

Peter Humphrey, Bill Neal and John Humphrey, Peter &

The 24th Annual Silver Lake Yacht Club dinner brought to a close a
successful yvear of sailing. With a 22 boat membership and active racing
participation, this is one of the largest Lightning Fleets in the Erie
District. Commodore Bill Neal opened the meeting with the announce-
ment that the Race Committee Barge's mortgage will be liquidated by
Mrs. Joan Mokdesi in memory of her husband, Dr. George Mokdesi.
The barge will be named the GEM, a compilation of George's initials.
George was an enthusiastic sailor; now son Paul is skippering their
Lightning. Honored guest was Ms. Roxanne Walton, who has looked
after the feeding of the hungry sailors.

Our new Commodore, “Hoss” Bone praised immediate Past-
Commodore, Bill Neal, for two vears of successful leadership, then
introduced brother Peter Bone and sister-in-law Becky, who presented
the trophies for the vear.

The WILLIAMS® STAY AT HOME TROPHY was presented to Dave
Saunders, with crew Dave Haddad and Cal Abplanalp. Dave sails the
oldest boat on the lake, which shoots down the theory that one must
own a newer boat to win races.

The CALDWELL BUCKET, awarded for the Turn-up Series of five
short races, back to back was awarded to Mark Grinder, with crew Joe
Hiezmann and Ken Thompson.

A 6 race series, sailed over two days, THE BILL HUMPHREY
MEMORIAL, was won by Todd Jones with brothers Peter and Kevin.
Returning skipper, Barney Matteson with crew, wife Sybil and son
David, placed second, and Doug Bliss with wife Sally and son Bill
placed third. Bill Bliss at 10 vears old, is the youngest crew member in
the fleet, and he shows signs of following in his father's and
grandfather's footsteps. Earl Fowlston received the Mid-fleet award.

The three race JANE VAN ARSDALE MEMORIAL series, sailed
over Memornial Day weekend, was won by Mark Grinder and crew, wife
Lora and Joe Heizmann. Bud Van Arsdale, with his imported all girl
crew Marije and Pam placed second, and “*Hoss™ Bone with brothers,
Pete and Larry as crew, was third,

The annual NEAL MEMORIAL TROPHY was sailed July 3rd and
4th. Commodore Bill Neal won his father’s Memorial trophy, placing
first in all three races with crew John and Peter Humphrey. Doug Bliss
with Sally and Bill were in second place, and Hoss Bone with Pete and
Larry were in third place. Todd Jones received Mid-fleet recognition.

Labor Day weekend’s BENEDICT MEMORIAL TROPHY series saw
Mark Grinder's boat winning the series with Hoss Bone in second place
and Doug Bliss in third place, and J. A. Emmens’s boat and his newly
trained crew, Stephen and Roger Slade taking Mid-fleet position.

The SILVER LAKE YACHT CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP 10 race series
was won this year by Bill Neal, second place was Mark Grinder and
third place, Todd Jones. The Club Championship Mid-fleet position was
held by Rob Wilhams.

The MOST IMPROVED SKIPPER trophy based on two years
accumulative points was awarded to Mark Dadd. The C. L. VAN
ARSDALE MEMORIAL trophy for the best positioned Silver Lake
boat at the Harvest Regatta, was awarded to Rill Neal, who sailed toa
5th place overall. Bill Neal also received the Mid Neal-Brown Memorial
Trophy for the Silver Lake skipper sailing the best Away Races. One of
the most treasured awards, the JACOB HOFSTEAD MEMORIAL
TROPHY for the best crew, voted on by a panel of skippers was
awarded to Joe Heizmann, a crew member for four years on Mark
Grinder's Hustler.

This year the first Jr. Club Championship series was held for
skippers under 19 years of old. Winner was Paul Mokdesi, second place,
Kevin Jones and third place, Dave Matteson. It is hoped that this will be
an annual series,

John and Peter Humphrey were awarded the JERRY BLAKE
MEMORIAL TROPHY at the Lake Erie Lightning District Series held
at the Niagara Sailing Club. John and Peter crew for Bill Neal.

Peter Bone and Bill Neal and their crews sailed the Erie Districts and
qualified for the North Americans. Mark Grinder and crew sailed the
Northern Fall Circuit, earning a 4th place.

The twentieth annual HARVEST REGATTA at the Silver Lake
Yacht Club was the largest event in the Lake Erie District. Fifty-eight
Lightnings gathered from as far north as Toronto and east from Keuka
Lake, to sail three highly competitive races. Courses were laid the
length of the lake under the direction of Repatta Race Committee
Chairman, Jack Grinder, assisted by Ken Thompson. Platt Fowlston,
Fred Shade, Ir. and Ruth Fowlston manned the Committee Bamge. Sue
Eaton was in charge of scoring. Dr. Bergeson, Dave Saunders, J. A.
Emmens, and George Sommerholder ran crash boats. Vice Commodore
“Hoss” Bone's delegation of responsibilities created a smoothly run
regatta. Welcomed by Jo Mokdesi’s committee, the sailors passed
through registration under the direction of Dorothy Emmens. The
cocktail party flowed smoothly at Dr. Willaims® grounds with Earl
FFowlston in charge. Doug and Sally Bliss, Mark and Lora Grinder, and
Peter and Becky Bone planned attractive and tasty meals, decorations
and entertainment. Jean Neal was in charge of promotion. Each
member worked and contributed according to his talents.

Trophy Winners: First place — Richard Hallagan, Sodus Bay Yacht
Club; Second Place — James Neville, Chatauqua Lake Yacht Club;
Third Place — Fisk Hayden, Cross Lake Sailing Association; Fourth
Place — Larry Hamilton, Royal Hamilton Yacht Club, Canada, Fifth
Place — Bill Neal, Silver Lake Yacht Club.

WASHINGTON, D. C. FLEET (50)
Dixie District
Sailing on the Potomac River

Fleet Captain s o vusivses saomsioms Harris Hulburt
Fleet Secretary Treasurer . ...... Dieter Grotheer
Activities Chairman .............Frank Gentile
Newsletter Editor .. ........... Frank Gallagher
Membership Chairman ............. David Pyle
Fleet Champion ... .o ivisiisvass Mike Arnold
Runner-Up . coomaviisesama Frank Gallagher
Jundor Champion .......ei50 000 Anne Jacob
Boat No, Boat Mame Skipper
239 Blitzen Walter K. Hendron

31145 Bit Bucket Harris 1. Hulburt, Jr.

6a4] 0 Liiaaee Joseph 1. Cowan

7294 Celeste Thomas G. Murnane

T3 ek Hank Thedick

7373 Eael] g Julie Coyle

7605 Red Herring David A. Hays

7844 Syrena George C. Wachnik

8202 Blitzen 11 Leigh E. Doptis

8445 Curruhee I'rank D. Moore

8697 Stormy Petrel Al B, Davis
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9842 Blarney William Hart McCarthy
10063 By Lo David A. Pyle

10213 Last Chance (?) Philip Tierney

10258 1. Bones Arthur Gatenby

10745 Breezy Il Harris J. Hulburt, Jr.
10814 Fast n Loose H. Dieter Grotheer
10817 Big Green James Dillard

ISR e Ken Drews

11369 Miscellaneous Skip Heller

673 i William Hart McCarthy
12168 Tallyho Windy Randolph
12365 Energize Frank Gallagher

12989 Jabberwock Malcolm E. Arnold
13017 Potomaoc Brave Frank Gentile

E. R. Buchanan

For those of vou readers who need a change while visiting the
Nations Capital, we recommend a trip across Memorial Bridge, just
south of National Airport. The place is called Washington Sailboat
Marina, which is the home of Fleet 50. Lightning races are conducted
nearly every weekend from spring through fall, sponsored by either
Potomac River Sailing Association or National Yacht Club. We race a
Spring Series, two Summer Series and a Fall Series in addition to three
major Regattas, the Memorial Day (Spring) Regatta, Walter Collier and
President’s Cup Regattas in September.

As in the past, Fleet 50 members met during the winter about once
every month at members' homes, holding seminars and discussing our
favorite sport. A number of seminars were held together with our not
so distant sister Fleet 329, from Annapolis. We were fortunate to have
had Jim Crane, Jim Lippincott and Bill Shore, lecturing at different
occasions on the subject of racing tactics. Our own Doc Hulburt started
with the first seminar by telling us how to get the boat and gear ready
for the coming season.

Racing on our home waters got started soon after the ice had melted
on the Potomac with the PRSA Frostbite Regatta. Grotheer, Arnokd
and Davis lead the fleet. Next in line was a four weekend Spring Series,
which started a year long battle between defending Fleet Champion
Frank Gallagher and prior multiple Fleet Champion Mike Arnold. This
series ended with Arnold leading Gallagher and Jim Dillard. Our first
major regatta for the year took place on Memorial Day weekend off
Hains Point. (In this race area wind shifts are not detected by compass,
but by observing landmarks such as the Washington Monument,
Jefferson Memorial, Capitol, or Crystal City.). Top finishers were
Gatenby/Dick, Arnold, Grotheer, Gallagher. In the Walter Collier
Regatta Arnold finished in front of Morgenstern and Gallagher, thereby
ending the suspense over who would be the next Fleet Champion. Using
the combined scores of the Memorial Day and Collier Regattas, Mike
Amold  again became Fleet Champ, with Frank Gallagher second, and
Dieter Grotheer third. The following weekend in the President’s Cup
Regatta, Grotheer finished ahead of Gallagher and Morgenstern with
Gallagher being awarded the Bill Lyon Trophy for best performance in
both the Collier and President's Cup Regattas. The Fall Series, won by
Mike Arnold, completed a successful 1977 season.

During the summer our juniors, conducted their own series at which
Ann Jacob defended and retained the Fleet 50 Junior Champion Title,
Thanks to Ann for organizing the races and to the Seniors for lending
their boats and helping. Congratulations go to Windy Randolph, our
new Fleet 50, Division B Champion.

Many thanks to Doc Hulburt and his co-officers for leading Fleet 50
through a successful 1977.

CRESCENT SAIL YACHT CLUB (51)
Michigan District
Based on Lake St. Clair
Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan

EIRREECEDRM | wvsmwr sy mesns Arlyn Kinkel
Fleet Secretary ........c. ... ..RON Summers
Fleet Champion .....ccocenvrsnrnsos FFred Eng
RuUnmer-lp.. o svreasscnssvane s Vince Boyle
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
6066 XL Henry Cawthra
8588 Rage Tom Vickers
10349 Blue Max Robert Lees

12060 23 e Mike Williams
12103 Nokomis Dick Drew

TRI2)L. Siesdeied Vincent T. Boyle
12227 Pucker Power Arlyn W, Kinkel
12369 Shart Shirt 11 Ron Summers
I2383 2 asciais Marlow Lee
12614 Fledermaus Jono Oram
12871 Dandy Lion Bob & Linda Schoonbeck
13107 B gtk Michael Konon
13121 okomis 11 Dick Drew
............. Fred Eng

The 1977 season fleet racing was exciting during the year with all
boats participating. Fleet Captain Fred Eng won the Wednesday night
series and also placed first as overall Champion. The Boyle family ook
the Sunday series title and second place overall with both Vince and
son Dennis doing the skippering. This year with the loss of our former
Fleet Champion Bob Knop, just about everybody took their return at a
first place finish. It was this kind of competitive spirit that led to
extending the Wednesday night series for 2 extra weeks.

CSYC hosted the Annual Lighining Invitational Regattain June.
Twenty-three boats participated, headed by guest Bruce Goldsmith.
The first race tested the swimming ability of many as the winds were
estimated at 20 knots gusting to over 30. With similar conditions in the
second race, Bruce Goldsmith's boat was dismasted, and it was several
hours later until Bob Schoonbeck's damaged boat was brought in with
the mast still buried in Lake St. Clair. Saturday night and Sunday
morning saw a lot of activity as damaged goosenecks, boom vangs, ete.
were replaced or repaired. Sunday’s winds were blowing even harder.
An episode which seemed amusing to many saw Bob Werenski,
currently in third place, dash out late for the starting line after a last
minute boat repair and capsize minutes after putting up his chute. Bob
did finish third as the remaining races were called and was the only
Crescent sailor with a trophy.

The skippers and crews were treated to free beer and chips following
the Saturday races. Over cighty people stayed to participate in the
delicious Bratwurst dinner and enjoy a rehash of the day's adventures.
We would like to invite all to come to Crescent’s Invitational in June
next year.

Although we concentrated on Fleet races, Bob Schoonbeck, Vince
Boyle, Fred Eng and Arlyn Kinkel did participate in at least one
Michigan Regatta. Bob Werenski, Dick Drew, and Vince Boyle
represented Crescent at the Michigan Districts, Bob Schoonbeck after
getting his boat repaired survived a broken toe at Traverse City and
traveled to Ohio to participate in the Buckeye Lake Snowball Regatta.
Fred Kinkel was the only junior from Fleet 51 to participate in the
Junior Championships at Bay City,

This season we saw 3 new boats in our fleet and some upgrading of
the older boats, New members Tom Vickers, Bob Lees, and Mike
Konon were welcome additions to our fleet this year. We also welcome
Jono Oram to the Fleet and look forward to next season’s races,

LAKE FENTON SAILING CLUB (53)
Michigan District
Sailing on Lake Fenton, Michigan

Fleet Captait .. ove coesmamesmse Dave Nickels
Fleet Secretary . ...ccoassans weses s oAl Bauer
Fleet Champion .......coveunn Herman Nickels
Runner-Up ..........: A e Tyt Paul Militzer

Boat No. Boat Name Skipper

9965 Polution
Solution Dennis Staley

10310 Peace Robert 8. Aquirre

HI48]. = ceceena Ronald Rohlman

793  itesss Carl Pahly

12191 Wild Goose John Kerr

12330 TR Herman Nickels

12334 Bligh Spirit Paul Militzer

12734 Demon Dave Furey

12763 In Between Al Bauer

I3031°  eeiemsae Morris Gushen

BT 0 e Dave Nickels
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The 1977 Fleet Championship again went to Herman Nickels. The
race for runner-up position went right down to the final day of racing,
with Paul Militzer earning second place and Dave Nickels third. David
Furey again earned the Traveling Trophy for having the best record in
away regattas. Morris Gushen was given the Margaret Nickels Award for
being the most improved sailor in the fleet.

Paul Militzer was elected Commeodore of the Michigan District for
the 1977-78 sailing season.

Qur Michigan District Team Races again were very successful and
enjoyed by all. Douglas Lake finished first with a record of five wins
and one loss (to Devils Lake). Pontiac #2 team was second and host
Lake Fenton was third.

PONTIAC YACHT CLUB (54)
Michigan District
Sailing on Cass Lake at Keego Harbor, Michigan

Fleet Cap1ain .....evoveeeaenans John A, Scott
Fleet Secretary . ...vovevvennn. Dr. William Green
Fleet Champion ....cceveceseass Bill McKinley
RABMEr-UIP o cwaiiiihm e s diniin John Corbett
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
B35 Princess 11 Fred Prince
837 Love Too Keith Thatcher
1789 Peter Wells
7959 Flip I, Leslic Huntwork
8668 Jolly 1 James D. Jolly
8744 Five I's John H. Ostrander
9855 Bardy 1. F. Ensroth, MD
b1 S S R William D. Scott
B0LNG:  ineanests William Balman
10515 Why Worry John Corbett
10608 Ole’ Jim Olson
108 eandsbodes Lawson W. Letzring
10806 Sundancer James H. Sipple
10905 N R Michael Goran
11065 Eagle Eugene Bego
11202 Singin® Sails Dale W. Clixby
11394 Spirit Raobert R. Sturgill
11452 Generation Gap Paul R. Schneider
11520 Ache 11 Win Dave Scott
11545 Kermit John Edwards
11743 Vector Donald Fraser
11795 Whistlin® Wind Richard Adamson
11807 Mon Amie James L. MacDonald
11808 White Cloud Dr. William Green
11813 Evie James Fryfogle, M.D.
FIB44d  Laaaaiseas Roger Asbury
11927 Shazam Too Dr. O. L. Smith
11966 Thizzizzit Lou Zednik
FIFBT @ ciersases Dennis McCarthy
203 st Eugene Peterson
12176 Summer Snow Les Kastura
12205 Water Mark Lauren L. Bowler
12296 Uwila W. D. Bovd
I2333 v David 0. McCain
12358 Sea Weed Charles E. Schribner
12404 Patton's Tank Richard Patton
12570 Teacher's Pet Robert H. Mathers
12612 Gord-on-Bleu Gordon Gotberg
2860 @00 . iciewamen Alex Clark, I,
12707 Victor Jim McCoy
12756 Luffer M. D. Bleitz
12780 Escargot Victor Brooks
12874 Silent Fury John A, Scott
12890 In Sure William F. McKinley
12089 e Max M. Clixby
12361 @ eiswesass Joseph A. Callahan
Bl ot E Clarence Holman, 111
13004 The Sting Richard Abbott
13088 2 Lmiieass Robert F. Knopp
13112 Gaaudivaaiuc Clarence Holman, Jr.
13155 Cough Drop Glenn Smith

Fleet Champion Bill McKinley sets up for another Horizon Job.

The 1977 season got off to an early start on May 1 with our annual
Bug Out Regatta. Bill McKinley got the **bugs” out early and won the
regatta which kicked off the 84 race schedule organized by Fleet
Captain Lauren Bowler. Our schedule consists of races on Sundays and
Wednesday evenings and it provides competition for all comers because
we averaged 15 boats on the line for the entire race schedule.

The sailing skills of Fleet 54 as a whole seem to be improving as
many races listed the winner as someone other than the “regulars”. The
balance of our fleet’s skills can be seen in our awards list. Winners of
the Sunday-Spring series: Bob Mathers, first; Jim McCoy, second; Lou
Zednik, third, In the Sunday-Summer series: Lou Zednik, first; Wally
Smith, second; Bob Mathers, third. Wednesday night Spring series: John
Scott, first; Bob Knop, second; John Corbett, third. In the Wednesday
Summer series: Lou Zednik, first; Rick Mullen, second; John Scott,
third, When the cold winds of fall began blowing, Lauren Bowler,
Gordon Gotberg, and Bob Mathers were there on Sunday to take first,
second, and third, respectively, in our Sno Ball series. The running
lights came on during the Fall Wednesday Night series to help Gordon
Gotberg win the Die Hard Series followed by Jim McCoy and Bert
Okma.

Our Club Commodore Lou Zednik showed his leadership both on
and off the water and also earned the Clarence Holman Award as the
most improved sailor in the fleet. The Good Sportsmanship Award
went to Gordon Gotberg. Bill McKinley captured the Michigan High
Point Trophy by being the highest PYC finisher in the Michigan
Districts. For his outstanding contribution to our club in keeping “0ld
Blue™, our race committee boat, going, Bill Boyd was the recipient of
the Ray Ransom Award.

The Club Championship was a hotly contested race. The top 12
skippers are allowed to sail this series on the July 4th holiday weekend.
This yvear Bill McKinley was our winner followed by John Corbett and
Jim McCoy. Only 3% points separated the three boats.

We tried one new innovative idea to encourage the development of
all skippers this year. On two race days we allowed skippers race credits
if they crewed for another skipper. The intent was to let the better
skippers sail with the newer skippers without a penalty, The results
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were encouraging and we will continue the idea next year. As a further
inducement to developing skills of our fleet, we hold our Challenge
Regatta on Labor Day and disallow the Club Championship qualifiers
from sailing. This allows some hardware to go to our up-and-coming
skippers. This year’s Challenge winners were, in order of finish, Bill
Green, Bob Capps, and Dick Abbaott.

The Club’s participation in sailing goes beyond fleet sailing, too.
John Mathers and Kevin Gotberg ably represented the club in the
Michigan Junior Districts and the Bemis Cup. Our wives, Jackie Sipple,
skipper, Jay Edwards, and Esther Callahan represented PYC in the
Adams Cup. We sent two teams to the Lake Fenton District Team
Races and managed a second and a fourth out of the seven teams
represented. And when the Michigan contingent left for the North
Americans, six of the thirteen Michigan qualifiers were PYC sailors,

The Annual White Cap Invitational Regatta is always the high point
of our season, Under the guidance of our Vice-Commodore, Dick
Patton and his wife, Bette, we sent 41 boats to the line in our two day
event, With a “whistler” on Saturday and a near drifter on Sunday, the
whole spectrum of skills was tested and Gary Cameron, once again, was
not found wanting. However, PYC sailors were not too disheartened as
we were able to place four boats in the top ten. As the membership
departed the club after our fall work party, the words “Wait till next
year,..”” were heard drifting off in the fall winds,

We can hardly wait!

NIAGARA SAILING CLUB (59)
Lake Erie District
Sailing on Niagara River at Grand Island, N.Y.

Fleat SECTalary- . .v o vsavise s e sssss Bob Starck
Fleet Champion ................ Cal Schmiege
Runner-Up ,vovevrencnnoeannases Ted Sullivan
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
S T  000 coavimes John Swanson
8130 2 amseanss William E. McNutt
02 0 s John Swanson
10008 ..., s Kevin Farry
11501 Yellow Bird Dale Taulbee
11788 Vampira II Judy Walker & Philip C. Barth Il
[2BTT  amiesemers Dalvin H. Schmiege &
Robert B. Starck
{2038 = i Theodore Sullivan

1977 was a busy year for Fleet 59. In addition to our regular club
races and annual river championship, for the first time in history we
hosted the Lake Erie Districts,

The Bowen Lightning Championship, emblematic of the club
championship, was won handily this year by Cal Schmiege. Cal also
showed well in many other area regattas throughout the season and was
our representative at the Worlds at Lake Thun.

In Cal’s absence in Switzerland, Bob Starck took the Wardell Series
and Judy Walker the Blake Memorial Series. This is the first vear in
memory that a different skipper has won each of these trophies.

The racing results of the Lake Erie Districts are listed elsewhere on
these pages. Suffice it to say that although taking on a regatta of this
scope turned out to be a monumental task, the club came through with
flying colors and a good time was had by all. Bob Starck and Judy
Walker qualified for the N.A's

Qur annual Niagara River Lightning Championship was won for the
umteenth time by the original river rat, Stu Anderson. Bob Starck
almost caught him this year, but when the chips were down, Stu came
through again. Ted Sullivan sailed a consistent series to garner third in
this regatta, and rounding out the top five were Judy Walker and Jack
Swanson.

Come on down and see us at the river championship next year,

JAYHAWK FLEET (60)
Central States District
Sailing on Lake Shawnee at Topeka, Kansas

Fleet Captain ....iv.0eiaiss Harold **Bud™ Hunt
Fleet Secretary .. .oovvvecarsannns Howard Paul
Fleet Champion ......c.00ueueus Fritz Toussaint
Bunner-Up . covavawawssses s Bill Merillat

Boat No, Boat Name Skipper
1985 Dream Come True Robert P. Davis
O7TTS Niaiweed Stephen J, Craig
2,11 ) N . e T Harold Hunt
7461 Cornflower Ralph Persson
8161  ciiaeews Robert R. Pooler
10682 Woodstock Willard B. Nicks
10968 Terry Too M. S. Klotzbach, JIr.
11339 R Jack M. Newell
W73  ssaswses Howard Paul
12508 Streaker Bill & Chris Merillat
12847 Southern Comfort Fritz Toussaint

Klotzbach in the lead,

Under the leadership of Fleet Captain Bud Hunt a growing and
enthusiastic Lightning Fleet is emerging and building a strong base for
years to come.

Fleet racing seemed somewhat abbreviated at the beginning of the
season but as boats and hardware were conditioned, things staried to
happen — competition was at it's maximum as positions changed
frequently through the course of most races and interesting situations
occured. At the close of the season Fritz Toussaint in Southern
Comfort emerged victorious.

The Prairic League Regatta, August 6 & 7, proved to be quite an
event with 12 boats qualifying - racing in all types of air and what a
party! John Gall (Fleet 438) finished 1st, Bill Merillat 2nd and Don
MacClymont (Fleet 438) finished 3rd. The home Fleet will have a
better showing in 78!

Chris Merillat represented the home fleet well in bringing home a
2nd from the Central States Districts.

In anticipation of Ross Freeman, David Thurston, Stacey Florence,
Hall Bowling, William Patterson and Bob Sommers joining the Fleet;
1978 should be an interesting year,

In all *77 has been a great year — good food, good drink, good
sailing and great people,

PULTNEYVILLE YACHT CLUB
LIGHTNING FLEET (61)
Central New York District
Sailing on Lake Ontario, Pultneyville, New York

Fleet Captain ..o vveescsssinziss Dick Arnold
Fleat SECTBLary o oo ovsonns s omsss Dan Tomlinson
Fleet Champion ......ccovevennnn Dick Arnold
RURDET-IID o o vsb 56086000 64 v ols Dan Tomlinson
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
2850 Ah Choo Lewis R. Thomas
4724 Boat Winton Brown, Sr.
6394 00 i Andy Potter
7300 Orange Crate Dr. Richard Arnold
LIGOR:T @ idemass Daniel W. Tomlinson
12613 Dyspnea 11 Dr. Daniel Koretz, M.D.
No Report.
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SOUTHERN YACHT CLUB FLEET (62)
Southern District
Sailing on Lake Pontchartrain at
MNew Orleans, Louisiana

Fleet Captalny o vivnaimianssdinesis Jeff Reisch
FIEEt - SACTabary. « ov o ameinemas Tommy Allen
FleEt CREMPIOD: « o v aremnmesios Jeff Reisch
ROTET-TIE e o mmss s Tommy Allen
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
9235 Gone with the
Wind E. Carlton Guillot
9455 Wild Goose Ross Allen
WBLE C  aeemscsmies Richard B, Foster
10951 The Rock Guy Richards
11990 Niki leff Reisch
12335 FF Larry Frost, Jr,
[288T  ansdandui William B. Appel
13170 Ticonderoga Tommy Allen

Gene Walet
Gilbert Shieb
Gil Whitworth

Life Member
Life Member

With the 1977 Sugar Bowl Regatta scheduled for the day after
Christmas 1976, we did not have our usual Yankee invasion and the
local sailors were able to fight it out in private. Tommy Allen, with his
crew of Jean Paul Lanaux and Micheal Tubbs, won with Buck Ballatin
second, and Billy Appel, third,

The second off-season regatta, The Mardi Gras, sailed in February,
took place under beautiful sunny skies in spring-like weather. The series
wis won by Hoggey Herman of NOYC sailing his brother Cal's boat
while Cal crewed for 0Q.). Young in the Southern Circuit. Tommy
Allen, of the home fleet, took second in the series with Greg Florian of
Decatur, 1L getting third.

Our official sailing season beginning with an Opening Regatta on
April 17th and closing with a Final Regatta in mid-October, was chock
full of races nearly every weekend. Only a few of the high points will be
covered here. One of the best was Southern Yacht Qlub’s annual
One-Design Regatta, sailed each vear the last weekend in May. This
years event in a close series, went to Tommy Allen with Cal Herman
coming in second.

The biggest series this year was the Southern District Championship
hosted by our club. Normally, the home town boys do well on their
own course, but not this year. The Championship was taken by Rick
Skinner of Fairhope, Alabama. Second went to Debby Lallande of
Morgan City, third to Cal Herman of NOYC, and fourth to Marshall
Walker of Shreveport, La. The best the host fleet could do was a fifth
by Tommy Allen,

For the record, Past President of the ILCA Ross Allen, was General
Chairman of the Regatta and did a beautiful job. At the Annual
Meeting Larry Frost, Jr. of our fleet was elected District Commodore
with Fran Frost getting the job of secretary. Also at the Annual
Meeting the members accepted an invitation to sail the 1978 District
Championship at the Gulfport Yacht Club under the General Chairman-
ship of ILCA Life Member, Gene Walet. We're all looking forward to it.

Mid-season Tommy Allen returned to form to win the Capdeville
Regatta, and tie the Labor Day Classic with Buck Ballatin. At the end,
however, it was all Jeff Reisch, who for the past several years had been
an unhappy also-ran. He finally put it all together with his crew of
Gerald Minor and Jeff, Jr. to wrest the Fleet Championship from Tommy
who had won it a total of thirteen previous times. To put icing on the
cake Jeff also won the final regatta.

This year, as last, no single boat dominated the racing, and with
everyone in Fleet 62 getting new sails this Fall, the racing should be
quite competitive in 1978,

MAPLE BAY LIGHTNING FLEET (64)
Pacific Northwest District
Sailing on Maple Bay at Maple Bay, British Colombia

Fleet Captain ,.....c0044 wsessns s asG Blumel
Fleet SECIetary . ....ivvusesssseraqs D, Barber
Fleet Champion .....vevvsssnsssnans P. Idema

Boat No. Boat Name Skipper

II2B3: ais e George A. Maggs

12245 Desiderata Peter Idema

12475 Katchup George Blumel

The 1977 racing season has been one in which our vacht club has
undergone a greal transition. A new causeway with electric crane has
been installed, as has a floating breakwater, a 180 berth marina and a
dry storage area for dinghies. The activities attendant to the installation
caused some disruption to our sailing activities, but the last race of the
season (a 12 mile longdistance race) saw two of our four Lightnings
launched from the front of the club, a long awaited occurance in Maple
Bay. This convenient launch facility, coupled with the close competi-
tion we enjoy leaves us with the hope that we can attract more
members Lo our fleet.

The racing season saw spirited and close competition among our
four boats, and despite the dominance of P. Idema and G. Blumel, each
of us managed to finish in the winners circle at least once. The coveted
Lightning Championship Trophy was taken home by P. [dema, with G.
Maggs finishing second. (George Blumel was in Germany).

Our most challenging long distance race was the 45 mile “Round
Saltspring Island Race™, entered by 5 lightnings and won by Don
Gillingham (a former crew member with G. Blumel), who edged out his
former master approximately s (one-half) mile from the finish line (at
3 AM. the next morning!)., The final finisher (yours truly) arrived back
at the Bay a full twenty-four hours after the start having had a beautiful
star-light sail. (It took my crew and [ about 2 days to straighten out all
the kinks.)

It gave us great pleasure to see George Maggs nominated as the third
Honorary Life Member of the MBY Club. The second Honorary Life
Member is the man who introduced Lightnings to Maple Bay, Hunter
Vogel. The Fleet is honored indeed to number men of this calibre
among its members.

We of Fleet 64 extend a hearty invitation to any Lightning sailor to
come and sample the most beautiful inland salt-water sailing anywhere.
To the heartiest among you we extend a challenge to come to Maple
Bay and take us on in the *Round Saltspring [sland Race.”
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MILWUAKEE YACHT CLUB FLEET (69)

Midwest District
Sailing on Lake Michigan, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Fleet Captain ..........0u.: Robert C. Mahnke
Fleet Secrefany . ... cvvonnesons Pamela Mahnke
Fleet Champion ..veovvrvvsnvs v John Esser
Runner-Up ccieiisnnsneoanss David M. Barrett
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
8889 Betsy Raobert J. Casper
Q54T 000 i Marvin F. Whalen, Jr.
9634 Bluefin Byron K. Roe, Jr.
10350 Sans Souci 111 John H. Esser
10387 Barb 111 Guy Scrivner
10799 Ragtime David M. Barrett
11442 Rampage Dean 8. & Karen Anne Cady
11589 Ruddigore 11 Alexander M. Cutler
11888 Firebird Suite Wayne E. Babler, Jr.
11903 Windy Robert C, Mahnke
12342 Bluette Allen N. Rieselbach
13026 RoeBoat Byron K, Roe, Jr.

Lake Michigan — at least Milwaukee's part of her — once again
showed herself to be a wayward, contentious, difficult mistress upon
which to race small boats. Half the month of June was lost to storms,
and most of July and August were spent in light air. Mal de mare and
frustration were Fleet 69's greatest tactical problems on the water.
John Esser, the “Doc,” proved himself the master of the big blue lady,
instructing us all in a three month course on how to sail a nineteen foot,
doop-rigged, hard chined, bendy-mast centerboard boat called a
Lightning twice around a three-cornered course. He actually threw a
second place finish out in the season series scoring. Not that John was
alone out on the Lake. Runnerup Dave Barrett, who is intense, quiet,
who sails in a precise, logical sort of way and who won silver in MYC's
Brill Series, Commodores’ Regatta, Labor Day Regatta and the Little
Mackinac, gave him a good run for the Fleet Championship. Dean Cady
and his daughters had nearly as many first place finishes as John. Now
the Cady Family sails with FLAIR: when they win it is usually a
horizon job. They missed eight races during the season, which, given
John's and Dave's consistency, they couldn’t overcome. Dean, Dana
and Karen did, with characteristic flair, win a fifth in this year's
Governor’s Cup in Buffalo — certain compensation for a few races
missed in Milwaukee.

Once again in 1977 Fleet 69 acted as concertmaster to four
Milwaukee Yacht Club events; the Commissioning Ceremony, in which
John Esser was installed as Club Commodore; the Marine Handicap, a
regatta for centerboard and keel boats using Portsmith ratings and
co-sponsored annually by the Marine National Exchange Bank; the Brill
Series, for Lightnings and Flying Scots; and the Little Mackinac Race,
another handicapped event, which sends keel - and centerboard boats
out into Lake Michigan toward a mysterious buoy — position uncertain
— and back again, Fleet 69 also had the privilege of hosting three major
Lightning regattas this year, the P&T — a Lake Michigan Championship
event, won by Gordon Ettie of Chicago Corinthian, the Junior Midwest
Districts, and the Midwest Districts, won on the final day in a gale by
Bruce Goldsmith.

1977 was a pretty good year for Fleet 69. The oldtimers proved
themselves to be still the best, that consistency is the name of the game.
But there is a new competitive feeling about the place. A feeling that
some of the younger sailors want to take it to the perenial winners and
are willing to try hard enough to do it. What could be better for the
Fleet and the Class than more and better competition?

RED BANK OF THE SHREWSBURY (70}
Metropolitan District
Sailing on the North Shrewsbury River
at Red Banl, New Jersey

Fleet Captain ........ccuueun Sandy Huntsman
Fleat SeCretary . iiciisvavieasanss Denis Farley
Fleet Champion .....vvvivnnn Sandy Huntsman
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
1481 Taterbug 11 Wayne Tute

6556
6735
8101
8502
9885
9932
9971
10300
10378
10408
10480
10702
11205
11237
11327
11688
11958
12366
12499
12509
12690

12716
12739
12800
12832
13045
13051
13053

13177

Fiddler's Green
Mischief
Avenger 111
Dawn Mere

My Guard Check
No Problem
Irish Mist

White Lightning
Right-on

........

Think Positive

My Honey
Six Pack

Arthur Hunnewell
Richard Beck

John English

James M. Kelly
Michael Hoydis

David Pezzutti

Pat Bennett

David Harper

Reid N. Dickerson
Jeffrey F. Chandor
Anthony J. Price

Paul A. Huntsman, Jr.
Alfred J. Miller

Don Olson

V. N, Vaughan Jr. & 111
Thomas Sabella

David E. Van Holle
Charles Roden

Bob Hutchinson

Tom McKeon
Maurice K. Shaw &
Michael Hagler
Richard C. Davis
Denis Farley

Arnold & Jon Schwartz
Alan Schroeder

Paul A. Huntsman, Ir.
Pat Corr

Ralph Messersmith
John Schneider

John Brewster

Jack Huntsman

Dick Robrock

Sandy Huntsman, Fleet 70 Champ looking good at the N.A."'s — crew
Eric Olving and Patty Meade,
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No one can ever accuse our fleet of being inactive. We start before
the leaves are on the trees in April and end when the leaves are coming
off in October, In addition, we have a growing number of sailors who
do not think this is enough and attend the Southern Circuit. This year
there were 6 skippers sailing 5 boats. John Schneider and Sandy
Huntsman/Denis Farley sailed the entire circuit while John Brewster
and Jon Schwartz sailed two regattas, and Al Schroeder sailed at
Savannah.

This was the year of the wind, especially in the spring, and it seemed
like everyone wanted to win the capsize award of the year. Brewster,
Huntsman, Jon Schwartz and Farley all had one each on the Circuit but
that was hardly the end. Denis finally beat out Jon by a score of 4 (o 3
by seasons end while Les Hathaway won the crew prize for participat-
ing in 4 capsizes.

Our Long John Regatta in April was again one of the most
successful on the east coast with 59 on hand for two light air races and
one heavy one. Fisk Hayden and Dick Hallagan, both from Sodus Bay,
N.Y. showed the way ahead of Joe Friebele, Bill Shore and Jack
Elfman. We look forward to having everyone back in 1978.

Ralph Messersmith sailed well in the windy Spring Series to take
first ahead of a host of hungry competitors. Bill Clausen finished
second for the second straight year followed by Jack Elfman, Bob
Hutchinson and Sandy Huntsman. Per tradition, we all gathered at
Mary's mansion to celebrate and crown the champion,

Sandy Huntsman and his female crew got moving in the Memorial
Day Regatta and hung on nicely in the strong wind of the last day to
win the 5 race event. Dave “Gorilla™ Devlin and Bob Hutchinson were
2nd and 3rd.

In June, a number of our fleet raced two weekends at Metedeconk
in CAD country. Bob Hutchinson emerged as New Jersey State
Champion on the first weekend, and Sandy Huntsman sailed tough on
the next weekend to finish 3rd.

Back at MBC, Sandy won the Independence Day Regatta and moved
closer to the Atwater Trophy for the best score for the 3 Holiday
Regattas. Dave Von Holle and Rob Held took 2nd and 3rd.

It isn’t every year that we have a representative at the World’s and
our fleet was proud to have Bob Hutchinson in attendance. Bob
finished 11th overall, sold his sails to an Italian, and promptly switched
sailmakers on his return, It seems Hutch wasn't going as fast as he
thought he should go.

The highlight of the season was the Met District Championship at
Lake Wallenpaupack. We broke all records by having 14 boats from the
fleet make the 140 mile trip. First of all, it was a great party, and
second of all, we had some fleet members do well.

John Brewster returned from a tour of duty in Iran, borrowed a
boat, won the first race, and also won the regatta. Lucky for us, John
went back to Iran after the regatta.

Fifteen year old Jack Huntsman in his first year as a Lightning
skipper sailed a strong series to take second, a point behind John, while
MBC skippers, John Schwartz and Denis Farley took 3rd and 4th in the
38 boat fleet. Individual race winners were all from MBC: Brewster,
Dave Von Holle, and Farley,

Talbot Ingram, a noted Comet and Laser sailor, borrowed the same
green boat that Brewster won the Districts in and won the MNational
Sweepstakes on our river in August. Hutch had two firsts on Saturday
but was late for the third start when he was out testing the wind and
didn’t hear the guns.

Kevin Corr and Jack Huntsman attended the Junior NA's at BCC
and while they didn’t win, they were the two youngest skippers in the
series and bear watching in 1978,

There were 5 sailors from Fleet 70 at the NA's and they were all
trying to make the Blue Fleet. John Schneider and Sandy Huntsman
made it which is the first time two from our fleet have made it in the
same year. They finished 15th and 27th respectively in the tough
competition.

Denis Farley barely made the green fleet but got going when it
counted to take 2nd, and Jack Huntsman made the green with ease, but
found the light air a problem and finished 28th.

Jon Schwartz capsized twice, broke a mast in the qualifying races,
and wound up in the Yellow Fleet. He and his stalwart crew of Arnold
Schwartz and Les Hathaway then went out and won to become King of
the Turkeys.

Somehow, while all these things were going on, we had a summer
series. The winner was Reid Dickerson, followed by Charlie Roden, Pat
Corr, and Ralph Wilson.

Denis Farley won the Labor Day Regatta with Sandy Huntsman in

2nd and an easy winner of the Atwater Trophy. Bill Mergenthaler and
Jack Huntsman co-skippered to a 3rd.

The rainy fall series was strictly a two boat event with Denis beating
out Jack Huntsman, Yon Holle, Dickerson, and Ken Roden were the
other trophy winners.

We added six new members during the year: Tom McKeon, Ralph
Wilson, Brud Patterson, Mike Havdis, Mike Smith and Bob Kane. Since
we only lost the Robrock’s who moved to Chicago, we are still the
fastest growing flect in MBC despite being the largest.

While many of the same names keep popping up in the winners
circle, we have a number of up and coming skippers who are getting
tough, Watch out for Dave Pezzutti, Al Schroeder, Tony Price and the
always tough Hagler/Shaw syndicate.

And then just before the end of the season, Walt Colantuono bought
a competitive used boat which he sailed with son and daughter, Larry
and Laurie. Walt can’t wait to start that long season next April.

ROCKY RIVER LIGHTNING FLEET (71)
Ohio District
Sailing on Lake Erie at Cleveland Yachting Club
Rocky River, Ohio

Fleet CRptaiiy ce oo aaiiioln o e are o iiata Ken Gilbert
Eleet SECIBMIY o iovsvinseesowiiis Barry Wilson
Fleet Champion . cu. s seassainse Bill Buckles
LAET T T B T R Jack Mueller
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
8100 Tweedy Too John L. & John B. Horton
8650 Pip Richard Donaldson
9498 Bonnie Lass William Summers
9974 Brandywine Bud Nelson
10612 [ i o e Gerritt C. Kuechle
10646 Sting Rea John Rea
10790 Green Boat Lewis E. Wallner, 11 &
Thomas 1. Scanlon
11533 5.05. John Zangerle & O. Eugene Wood
11700 Rag Boat Jim Disch. Jr.
11840 Laurie John Stuart
11876 Aprthak-Siddee Ken Gilbert
11912 Blue Bird Wally Sellars
11931 Oliver Harry Hooker
12806 . iiiaan Scott Gazelle
12880 Jenny Jules Gerlack
2 o N o e R Bill Buckles
I3102. 000 aesass John Mueller
B 0 siceesas Barry Wilson
I3S2 - aEeaan Dave Austin
13181 P Jack Mueller
Honorary Member Charles Judd

In 1977, Fleet 71 had a busy schedule with several new social
functions as well as the Qhio Districts. One of the pew social events was
the Ebeneezer Sneade Vollevball Tourney which brought sailors from
all of the Club Fleets and power boaters together, We also started the
Buddy Series, which was a number of quick races around a very short
COUrse.

This year seems to be the year of the nickname, For example we
now have: Dave “Foremost™ Austin, Judy “Tumbles’” Austin, Nancy
“Don’t touch the Committee Boat™ Mueller, Bill “The Aerialist, but the
East German judge only gave him *5° " Buckles, Barry “This ain't the
Dodgems™ Wilson, Jim “*I don’t want to sail in the Districts” Disch, and
Bill *'it wasn't tuned” Rudge to name a few,

Many thanks to the Fleet members who helped out with our social
program. This year we even had a western style rodeo. Our special
thanks to our friend Ed Disch for his superb mark setting at the
Districts, for his ever-present race course patrol, and for his unique Edie
VI race. Depending upon who you talk to it is a kind of folded dogbone
with a circle around the olympic course with a couple of figure eights
thrown in for good measure, or at least something like that. We
appreciate Ed Kennedy's fine work on the Districts, the second year in
a row that he has helped us.

We welcomed new boat owners this year — Lewis Wallner/Tom
Scanlon, Jules Gerlack, and Brad and Ted Samuels. Also a special note.
We have a fleet member who ought to win some kind of award for
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trailer maintenance. We had fine support this year on the race course
from Jack and John Horton, Wally Sellars, Jack Mueller, John Mueller,
Bill Buckles, Harry Hooker, Brad Samuels, Jules Gerlack, George Auer,
Scott Gazelle, Ken Gilbert, Dave Austin, Jim Disch, Barry Wilson, and
Dick Scofield. Fleet 71 enjoyed one of its best years. Watch out
Columbus!

CLUB NAUTICO DEL MUNA (73)
Colombia District
Sailing on Lake Tomine at Bogota, Colombia

Fleet Caplain .....oovvmeevvens Gian Luca Fiori

EISEt SEOTBIEY 4 2 - 5o # ~ sieie s mais 4 Jorge Uzcategui

Boat No. Boat Name Skipper

6097 0 e Antonio Cortes

6371 1w el Italo Di Ruggiero
6372 aasegees Carlos Hernandez

BRET  snweeess C.N.M.

7292 T Santiago Rubio

7451 SR Py R Miguel Cano

8133 ST s A Gian Luca Fiori

91 000 ivaaiaiay Antonio Paccini

8957 SRR T Alvato Vargas

8972 R e Guillermo Castillo

8973 R Roberto Londono
10669 2 s Roberto Matarraz
11660 3 ciievsine Mauticio Jacob
11750 R Vicente Hernandez
11926 i Jaime Casabinnca

See District Report.

DECATUR LIGHTNING FLEET (74)
Mississippi Valley District
Sailing on Lake Decatur, Decatur, lllinois

Fleet Captain . .....covuvurnnnsss Vince Daube
Fleet Secretary ....... b aes Pl e Bob Ohlsen
Fleet Champion ....... Tt e Lloyd Irish
Bunner-Up i coiseviiciinssnsess Roger Grohne
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
6446 i Don L. Johnson
7903 Blixt Bill Wis
8811 La Portena Jon Klingenberg
9213 Sunshine Denny Heisler
TR 0 iideea Richard Meek
IOROD: iaiaian Bob Ohlsen & James Lackman
IBsEE 0 ieaEEEiy Gary Quinlan
10608 2 ccasevaan Robert §. Schaub
107000 sy Edward Cave
10932 Brown Hound Jake R. Watson
11125 Shillelagh Lloyd Irish
11133 Full House 1. Parke Boyer
Ry 0 M Eugene Laurent
12083 Argo V Welland A. Hause
12120 Boat Richard F. Olson
12268 Gambit William E. Badorek
12321 Bon Homme 11 Al Kirkman
12458 Aeolus VI Bob Buckles, Jr.
a4 s 1. Roger Miller
12540 = eevmsas Carl Sternaman
12554 Pink Champaign Vince Daube
12974 B.C. Greg Florian
|17 - - e i e Roger & Todd Grohne

Racing or fun? This season it was not a question of which, but how
much of both the average Lightning sailor and his crew could stand.
The Lightnings are the largest class sailing on Lake Decatur, have the
most competitive and largest group racing, and have the best attendance
at the fun sailing functions.

Our racing season was close and hard fought. There were several new
masts and a lot of new sails brought to the lake this past spring. Roger
Grohne had the only new boat, but the older craft got their share of

Action at the Inter-City Regatta,

varnish, paint, polish, and *T.L.C." Greg Florian won the Spring Series,
Vince Daube was second, and Carl Sternaman was third. The Summer
Saturday Series was won by Lloyd Irish, with Carl Sternaman second,
and Roger Grohne third. Carl Sternaman made his steady progression
into a first place finish in the Summer Sunday Series with Dan Ohlsen
second and Roger Grohne third. Todd Sternaman did not need as long a
warm-up as his dad. When the father-son act let the son take the tiller,
Todd won the Fall Series. Roger Grohne took second and Jim Lackman
finished third in this final series. The Lightnings were also well
represented in the club’s Ladies Series; B. J. Daube finished first and
Barb Ohlsen finished second. Two fleet members are sailing on
collegiate teams this year. Greg Florian is on the Tulane team and Dan
Ohlsen is on the Cal Tech team. Roger Miller is the Commodore of the
Mississippi Valley District this year. Trophies and recognition aside,
everyone in the fleet was a winner in some way. There was a lot of help
and advice shared by old hands with the new sailors. The end of the
season brought closer and closer finishes in the fleet. It occasionally
also brought new winners and high finishes for new sailors. Next year
this is going to be one tough league.

The Inter-City Regatta was an outstanding success this vear under
the chairmanship of Vince Daube. The winner was Bill Buckles, a
former Fleet 74 sailor. But class really tells in the fact that Bill also
won the sportsmanship award named after his father, Bob Buckles. As
usual, the rest of us were most successful at drnking a canoe full of
beer and then going to Natalie Buckles' house for some serious partying
and bench racing. Join us next year—we'll get another canoe,

Roger Grohne put on the ultimate “fun sail™ with his “Pirates of the
Caribbean™ moonlight sail and costume party. There were lorts (o
attack, villages to bum (these were floating on the water and with the
torch, dacron sails, and a good breeze...), and buried treasure to find, It
is hard to imagine how much fun buckling all that swash can be.

Next vear? We would like to grow and we would like to get more
people actively racing. 1 don't know if we can enjoy ourselves more, but
1 know we will put on our tun hats (Gary Quinlain and Lloyd Irish had
a couple of beauts at the Impromptu this vear) and try. Come see us,
come to our Inter-<City Regatta, we would love to have yvou.
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Fleet Captain
Fleet Secretary
Fleet Treasurer
Fleet Champion

NYACK LIGHTNING FLEET (75)
Metropolitan District

Sailing on Hudson River at Nyack, New York
............... Ed Deeb
_________ Howie Rinehart
........... Rod Johnson
__________ Tom Destasio

Bunner=LIp o s vmamid v dadasiviek Bill Day

Boat No., Boat Name Skipper

2093 Finesse Philip Coggon

3322 Nordvind Mons Grinager

5403 Lydia A. C. Neff

Ty 0 diiaaiai Vince Accordino
TEI:  isiaas Rod Johnson

8182 Gotcha” Gary Hurban

8272 AR Martin Low

9100 Madame Blue Thomas De Stasio
9369 0 e Greg Avedikian

9801 b i S Steven C, Sebastian
10030 Charade Joseph Fleming
10033 Grasshopper Charles Blandina
10620 Dandy Funk Adam Brown

10737 Beth 111 Eve Hall

10769 Different

Drummer Edward Deeb

11273 Lemon Up Bob & Susan Graham
oo (R U Bill Reeve

47 5 C . | S Richard & Lenny Weitzman
12642 iiiaia. Howie Rinehart
284" Vo William Day

Fleet 75"s 6-month racing season of 29 scheduled races began on
May 1, 1977. Only one race was cancelled for lack of wind. Perennial
Lightning ace Tom DeStasio in Madame Blue captured the spring,
summer, and fall series with his loyal crew Ed Bonacci and Thad Cook.
And that's no Mickey Mouse, Second place winners were Marty Low,
Bill Day, and Gary Hurban. Bill Day, Marty Low, and Howie Rinehart
placed third.

The Nyack Boat Club of which Fleet 75 is a part, distributed
participation awards to those skippers sailing at least 60% of each series.
Nine skippers received awards for the spring series and six for the
summer and fall series. Tom DeStasio was presented a special award at
the Annual Boat Club Dinner staged by the Lightning and Open Fleets
for the Most Active Lightning Skipper.

Fleet captain Ed Deeb man away with the "Most Soggy Sailor
Award" when he turned his boat over twice in the same day. Ed was
able to get his boat, Different Drummer, under control for the Annual
Dinner where she lured dinner goers, while Ed cajoled couples into a
Landlubber's Competition.

Rod Johnson spent the spring sprucing up his boat and it sure
showed. Not only did it look good, but he placed fourth in the fall
series.

Bill Day made quite a recovery from last winter’s operation to place
second in the summer series.

Dick Weitzman, handicapped without his son Lenny, still has his
boat moving well.

Howie Rinehart became the cwner of another Lightning and is
looking forward to next year.

The sailing season ended with the Left-over Trophy Race. The race
had 14 starters vying for left-over Windmill, Penguin, and other class
boat trophies not seen in years around Nyack, The race was followed
by a wine and cheese party, a good time was had by all.

NEWPORT YACHT CLUB (77)
Central New York District
Sailing on Irondequoit Bay, Rochester, New York

Fleet Captain . ouivismeniiss Wilmer Wright
Fleet Secretary/Treasurer . ....... George Sereno
Fleet Champion .......c0uuu. Tom Jung johann
Runner-Up .....cve0vuess... Richard Doherty
Boat No, Boat Name Skipper
981 Debrak Steven Peskor
LIRS | hlaaadn Richard P. Henzel

3667

6803

7445

7535

8755

9386
10096
10410
10679
11050
11051
11074
11372
11395
11456
11766
11924
12400
12423
12883
12884
12924
13079
13080
13081
13082
13083
13182
13185

Pixie
Nic-O-Time
Bionic Boat
Cordelia
Anwyl
Sparkle Plenty
Spindrift
Caprice 11
Re Quest
Kopykat
Tequendama
Air Express
Bottoms Up
Arethusa
Tamar
Windswept
Hooch
Reunion
Zing

Gen Eva

Blue Jacket IX

Misty Beethoven

Irish VI

Sea Fever
White Cap
Spar Trek

Michael L. Myerson

Nic Hambas

Neal Smith

Raymond Mercier

Alan Boekhout & Rob Mclntosh
Russell Morton

Allen Hamilton

Bill Wright

Richard Zuegel

Ernest Hamilton

Larry Stephans

Howard Stickney

David M. Garrett

Wm. A, & Wm. A. MacDonald 111
P. Thomas Jungjohann

Edward J. Massare

Dr. Jakob Schaechter

Andrew Smith

Richard Vickers

Arnold & Steven C. Sahs
Anthony Orlen

Gene Wheeler

Dr. John & James Mclntosh
James Mclntosh & Jamie Jamison
Richard Doherty

C. Edwin Howe

Albert H. Platt 111

Dr. Robert Jamison

George Sereno

Fleet Champion Tom Jungjiohann

The addition of eight, count ‘em, eight brand spanking new
Lightnings to Fleet 77 this year was one of the many highlights of our
1977 season. A person would think that with all that shiny new
fiberglass floating around Irondequoit Bay waving thirteen thousand-
plus numbers on their mainsails that the skippers would be sailing on
egg shells. On the contrary, this season proved to be one of the most
competitive in our history.



Tom Jungjohann in Bortoms Up needed the last race in our 51 race
season to squeeze out a .025 point victory over Dick Doherty’s frish for
the Fleet Championship. As if that wasn't close enough, Steve Sahs
sailed Reunion to a 003 point edge for fifth place over our resident
master sailor Dr, John Mclntosh in Blue Jacketr,

‘Fast Eddie” Howe, in his beautiful new Anemone locked up third
place over all along with a first place in the summer and fall series to
take home the most improved trophy for 1977.

Tony Orlen in Zing, the orange Lightning whose transom we all have
memorized, was fourth over all, Fourth place, by the way, was only .8
points behind first.

Every year we have an event in which the skippers get to show how
easy it is to sail a Lightning. This is our single-handed series. Nine
skippers participated this year, sans crew, in this popular Saturday
series,

Tom Jungjohann took top honors in the single handed series this
year. When asked how one jibes a chute with no one steering he replied,
“Quickly!™,

An early spring warm spell saw Kirk Reynolds win our annual
Newport Invitational Regatta under perfect sailing conditions, 44 boats
showed up from the north east U.S. and Canada this year and word is
spreading that this is a top notch event,

Participation by our fleet was at an all time high. Fields of twenty
or more boats were not uncommon on a typical Sunday.

Special note should be given to members Steve Sahs and Tom
Jungjohann who sailed in the N.A.’s this year.

Larry Stephans, a first year member, won the “Missal™ Series while
veteran Al Platt took home the *“*Burns-Hanna™ trophy. Howard
Stickney won the B-fleet championship and has his sights set on the top
five next year.

Fleet 77 was represented at every major regatta in our district and as
far away as Quantico, Va. where we took four boats, Several members
are stocking up on sun tan lotion for next spring. St. Pete, watch out!

Fleet 77 would like to thank all the members and visiting friends for
making this year a great success.

SANDY BEACH YACHT CLUB (78)
Lake Erie District
Based on the Niagara River, Grand Island, New York

FleetCaptain .....covveemrnvnnns John Boyce
Fleet Secretary [Treasurer . ..... Dave Duchscherer
Fleet Champion ......cccneveunees Fritz Dusel
Runner-Up ...covvvuiaiasas +++ .+« Rick Hensel
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
895 Half Fast Sailor Tom Pace
7549 Shadow Jack R. Hensel, Jr.
9373 Putt-Putt Mark Bryant
10482 On The Fritz Fritz Dusel
11126 Alir Bear David C. Duchscherer
12246 Splash Gordon Gordon & Norman Compson
12555 Little Boomer Tom & T. Robert Lafferty
12818 Mariah John C. Boyce
13179 Top Banana Ted Kumrow

As the summer of '77 came upon us we started to repair the damage
caused by the Winter of "77. Through a concerted effort by our entire
club membership we managed to get our season underway by mid May,
despite some of the worst waterfront damage seen in recent years.

This season Fleet 78 exemplified the axiom of the Lightning Class
that one-design racing provides the closest of sailing competition. On
any given Sunday, it was typical to see five boats abreast, spinnakers
flying, moving up the river bow to bow.

The season opened with Gordy Compson getting the gun in the Art
Little Tune-Up series by one point over Dave Duchscherer. Mark Bryant
followed with a clean sweep in the Law Series, winning all of the races.
Although Mark did not sail in too many of the races at the Club, he was
an invaluable aid to our overall fleet improvement.

The Compson Series was won by Rick Hensel, with the lead
changing weekly among the leaders. Gordy Compson finished second
and Dave Duchscherer third. Rick, again, prevailed over the same two in
the July 4th classic, “‘Bridge to Bridge" race. On the downwind start he
screamed into the lead, never to be caught, while the rest of the fleet
blanketed one another. At the finish it was D. Duchscherer second with
M. Remmes third. “Tipsy-T"" Taggart brought in 10482 somewhat later
but cleaner.

This season the Lightning Championship series consisted of five
races with one throw-out. This most important series was not decided
until the fifth race when Fritz Dusel finished one-half boat length ahead
of runner-up Rick Hensel to take the championship. Tom Lafferty took
third place thanks to his perserverience in finishing following fipping in
the early going of the fourth race.

This year Sandy Beach hosted the Tri-Club regatta and destroyed
our reputation as perfect hosts by winning the “Ole-Oken Bucket™
team racing trophy for the third straight year. The regatta weather was
wild with some of the best planing conditions of the season and some
of the wettest crews of the year. In the latter category special
commendations go to “Tipsy-T" for flipping twice in three attempts.

Labor Day brought out a twelve boat fleet to race up the river,
around the water intake, and back. The Hank Duchscherer Trophy was
taken by the “George Blanda™ of the river, Tom LafTerty.

This year, for the first time, we had a Home Series for the racing
which was done during the District Regattas. Dave Duchscherer won
this award with a three way tie for second among Fritz Dusel, Gordy
Compson and Tom Lafferty.

Finally, the overall results compiled for the Commodore’s Trophy
went to Rick Hensel — First, Dave Duchscherer — Second, and Gordy
Compson — Third.

The highlight of this season, as always, is the Haul-Out regatta. Open
to all classes of boat, including auxillaries, the Haul-Out attracts 70 plus
boats from all over western New York and southern Ontario, This year
heavy East winds resulted in some long, hard, up river boats and
challenged skippers in all classes.

Fleet 78 representatives were, once again, the most active partici-
pants in all District Regattas. With Mark as our sailing leader, the
S5.B.Y.C. skippers placed higher in regattas than in years before, and the
enthusiasm of these skippers and crews is unequaled in the Lake Erie
District.

NIANTIC BAY YACHT CLUB (85)
Connecticut-Rhode Island District
Sailing on Niantic Bay, Long Island Sound at
Niantic, Connecticut
Fleet Captain . ......c00ceuicn Rick Bernstingle
Fleet Secretary .......... .+ v+ 0+ Anne Peterson

Fleet Champions ........c0.0n Tom Moriarty &
Rick Bernstingle

RunnersUp ........... John Vann & Sons, Inc.

Boat No. Boat Name Skipper

7170 Baby Makes 3 Martin 1. O’Meara, Jr.

7912 Libra Barry Buehler

7924 The Yellow

Submarine Don Johnson

L, L | Charles Zaremba

BI93T sissaena John Bauer

O9BIE:. 000 i Steven Kurlansky
10003 Bumble Thomas V. Moriarty .l &

Rick Bernstingle
10066 B James Fennema
10801 Woody David M. Peterson
10901 Puff George P. Mitchell &
Aristedes K. Manthous

10909 W. 5. William & Bonnie Shore
11603 Mar-Bar John P, & Chris Vann
11856 Ambush Bruce W, Seiffert
12005 i Gary J. O'Brien
12069 Entropy Andy Fulchiero
12185 Largo Too Bryee E. Tate
12621 Puff-Puff Nelson N. Hoffman

This past summer was a very exciting as well as a very successful one
for our fleet, for many reasons. The first being that we had very strong
participation in all of our races including our Individual Series and our
Summer Series. This strong participation made it necessary for all of us
to get as much out of our boats as possible because the racing was very
close.

The season started with Nelson Hoffman winning our Independence
Day series. The races were sailed at a steady 15 knot Southwest breeze,
However, Nelson had a lot of strong competition from Moriarty &
Sernstingle, Vann & Sons, Peterson & Seiffert.
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The Summer Series went to defending champions Tom Moriarty &
Rick Bernstingle. They defended their throne very successfully by
sailing very steady all summer long. When they weren’t winning they
were finishing second or third. John Vann & Sons sailed to a very
strong second followed by George Mitchell & Aristedes Manthous,
Nelson Hoffman & Bruce Seiffert.

The Labor Day Series was won by Dave Peterson who did a Horizon
Job on the fleet by winning all three races. It must be said that after he
got his mainsail recut in mid July that when he raced he never was
beaten.

While it was an exciting and successful year in our fleel racing, il
was even more exciting & successful at regattas we traveled too, First of
all at the districts we qualified three boats for the North Americans.

Lead by Dave Peterson who won with two firsts and a third was
Rick Bernstingle and Nelson Hoffman, Dave continued his winning
ways by winning the Long Island Sound Championships (with Nelson
Hoffman second), and the Northeast Championships. However, these
were just his tune-up races. He went on to win the Presidents Cup at the
North Americans with finishes of 1,4,1,3,1,2,1. Many felt he would
have done quite well in the championship division if he could have kept
his wooden boat bailed out in the qualifying races. He proved this by
winning the last qualifying race, in a moderate breeze.

We are all eagerly waiting next spring when we are going to start our
season earlier. All in all it was a very exciting vear and we are planning
on an even more successful season next summer.

VANCOUVER FLEET (90)
Pacific Northwest District
Sailing on English Bay, Vancouver, B.C., Canada

Fleet Captain . ...vvovnencanives Gerry Caunter
Floet Secretary ..y e odvsvnius .. Derek Neale
Fleet Champion .o vosssississ Gerry Caunter
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
626 Red Devil Peter Runkle
018l  Gaiaieid Matthew Henley
7071 Waibalong Cornelius G. Zandbergen
7606 Panique Dr, Clifford Harris
8337 Olympia Gerry Lockhart
8603 Barak John Lamble
9268 Pirrko Dick Pearce
9820 My Fir Lady Josh Fitch
10065 Ghost Ship Brian Coleman
10522 Joker Derek Neale
11426 Invicta John Morrison
11645 Martini Gerry Caunter
No Report.
AWOSTING YACHT SQUADRON (95)
Metropolitan District
Sailing on Greenwood Lake at
Awosting, Hewitt, New Jersey
Fleet Caplain . ..oicivaiiawasasi Nick Santoro
Fleet Secratary .oiviaavans Jeannette Santoro
Fleet Champion ... oeuvvvans Chet Howell
RONNEETID vy i scatiin swtinn s e Nick Santoro
Boat No, Boat Name Skipper
GO0E Anntiki 11 Ronald Wulff
B3 00 Seaeaeians James C. Cosmas
B&T1 @ sssaassses Kern Strickland &
Roy A. Zangrando
MY  sceewaaes Ole Olsen
WAL s e Henry Wallhauser
9704 Magic Nicholas Santoro
10218 Roach Jeffrey Thomases
10229 Triton 11 Milton Titon
10738  Galaitia Herbert Dickert
11607 Gem Irwin Kwartler
12013 Dilly Dilly Gus H. Zimmerman, Jr,
12045 Stax Roval Sengstacken
12603 Last Chance Chet Howell

Fleet #95 began its activities in March by joining two other
Metropolitan District Fleets in sponsoring a Lightning at the Suffern
Boat Show in an attempt to recruit new sailors for our respective fleets.
Our exhibit booth was manned continually by volunteers from each
fleet.

Our sailing schedule commenced in June with the first of four six
race series. While Ron Wulff was quick to get back into the swim of
things with his capsize on opening day, it was Chet Howell who picked
up where he left off last season by winning the first three series of the
1977 season. Second place honors for these three series were shared by
Ole Olsen and Nick Santoro. In July three boats from our fleet travelled
to the District Championships held at Lake Wallenpaupack — all three
returned.

In the last series of the season, Nick managed to turn things around
with two firsts and two seconds giving him first place for the series over
Chet, who finished second. Once again it was Chet Howell with the help
of veteran crew, Chris Nearing, who had the best record in the Fleet
and who retained the Fleet Championship.

Our regular season drew to a close with the annual Labor Day Race,
1 one race event sailed over an extended course. This time it was Roy
Sengstacken who took charge and successfully fought off the challenges
of Chet, who finished second, and Gus Zimmerman.

At a Fleet meeting held in August, Gus Zimmerman was chosen to
be Fleet Chairman for 1978 and Anne Sengstacken was picked to fill
the post of Fleet Secretary. We wish them well during the coming year.

Once again Fleet 95 hosted the annual Whiskerpole Regatta, one of
a three weekend series in September that go to make up the Short
Circuit. Boats representing six fleets in the Metropolitan District
competed in spite of the unrelenting downpour that persisted through-
out all three races. While the first three places were taken by visiting
sailors led by Tom Bierman of Lake Mohawk who won the event with
first place finishes in all three races, our own Ole Olson survived a
broken jib halyard in the second race to finish fourth over all. The cold
and damp weather helped to make the delightful dinner put on by
Jeannette Santoro and Maga Cosmas even more welcome and it was
heartily enjoyed by all.

We hope the winter passes quickly so that before too long we can
get out there and do it all again,

Bill Clausen, Henry O'Hern & Karen Humtsman in “Refect” still
right-side-up at the C.A.D. Districts.
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GREAT EGG HARBOR FLEET (99)
Central Atlantic District
Based on Great Egg Bay, Ocean City City, N.J.

Fleet Captain ........cvnvveans Bill Clausen 111
Fleat SECTetBIY .. cccvivnesnnnse Bill Clausen 111
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
1723 Black Flash Lester Asplundh
10895 Reject William P. Clausen
11192 Sunbeam Art Hartford
2580 smswemsrnn Robert Seidelmann

I wish I could report that Fleet 99 had an active racing season on
Great Egg Harbor Bay, but 1 cannot. Fleet 99°s activities involved day
sailing only on the home front.

Refect, yours truly and many dependable crews from all over New
Jersey enjoyed an active and successful  year.

I would like to thank the following Yacht Clubs that we sailed at
this season; Monmouth B.C., Met. River Y.C., Bay Head Y.C., Surf City
Y.C., Ocean City Y.C., Red Dragon C.C, and Riverton Y.C. Last but
not least the Buffalo Canoe Club where we sailed in the North
American Championships.

With the help and dedication of the following crews, this season was
a success for Refect. Mary Huntsman, Philip Dennis, Henry O'Hern,
Chick Lloyd, Dosie Clausen, John Parker, Elenor Parker, Mark
Schneider and Ed Kavle,

Many of us in the ILCA still hope Bob Seidelmann gets that
Lightning rigged that he has in the yard and shows us “how it"s done™
again.

We are looking forward to 1978 and hope to see you at Monmouth
B.C. in the Spring.

SANTA MONICA BAY LIGHTNING FLEET (102)
Califarnia District
Sailing on the Pacific at Santa Monica Bay
and Los Angeles Harbor

Fleat Captain .......c.ccuiein. Robert Newman
Fleet Secretary .. ...ccvvinnenas Robert Newman
Fleet Champion . ......co00vunn. Wendell Harter
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
6543 P Greg Pierson
7343 Skeeter Dick Curtis
7869 Paddlin Madelyn ~ Wendell Harter
8122 Rusalko Dick Vianden
8525 Chapelo Peter Aperlo
10792 Valkyrie Robert Newman
11373 Sea Fever Mike Boswell
12815 Lotsa Work Ralph Stober

The 1977 scason was very active for the Santa Monica Bay Fleet,
with the fleet championship competition being closer than it has been
in many-a-year. However, when the wind had died down and the boats
were stored away for the winter, once again it was Wendell Harter who
proved unbeatable. He retained the number one spot in our fleet.

Qur season began in March and ended in November. During the
year, Harter won the most regattas, winning the Spring Centerboard,
Dinghy Day, The Cecil R. King, and the Fall Series Regattas. Mark
Paity, who looked like he might have a chance to beat Wendell this year
before he was transferred to San Francisco, won two regattas — The
Spring One-Design, and the Hurricaine Gulch Regattas. Mike Boswell
was our other winner, in the Autumn One-Design. Other members who
sailed well were Quintin Foster, who started off the year going
great-guns, Don Rondeau, who seemed to improve with each outing,
and Bob Newman, who finally got it going again at the end of the year.

In April, our Neet in conjunction with the San Diego Fleet, hosted
the California Lightning Circuit. The turnout was good as eighteen
boats were on the starting line. Tom Allen from Buffalo, and Brian
Coleman from Richmond, B.C. joined our Regatta, and provided some
close competition to our local sailors, with Tom winning the Regatta.

On July 9th and 10th we held the California District Championships
at King Harbor Yacht Club. Myron Lyon of MYBC became the new
District Champion by taking two firsts. Bruce Arnold of RYC was
second. Lake Cachume, in Santa Barbara was the scene of our annual
Billie Boswell Regatta, in September. The whether was warm and the

surroundings beautiful. While San Diego boats captured 'the first three
spots, our fleet has two trophy winners in Wendell Harter, 4th, and Bob
Newman 5Sth,

In October the fleet, along with Myron Lyon of San Diego,
sponsored a new Lightning in the Long Beach Sailboat show, There was
much interest in the boat. As a direct, or indirect, result of the show,
we have added two new members to our fleet, Next year we hope 1o
have a larger turnout for some of our regattas. Now that there are two
new boats in our area, and two or possibly three new members who
have bought used boats we are anticipating a renewed interest in
Lightning racing in the Santa Monica Bay area,

George Zabryeki and Crew,

LAVALLETTE LIGHTNING FLEET (104)
Central Atlantic District
Sailing on Barnegat Bay, Lavallette, New Jersey

Fleet Captain ....covvuensones George Zabrycki
Fleet Sectetary .. ccvvevertnssnns Bob Williams
Fleet Champlon: . ooavaanvaiaa. .- Bob Williams
Runner-Up .. iiveiviviinas George Zabrycki
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
WET = e Chris J. Larsen
9250 Puck Walter H. Krueger
9484 Spook R. John Schneeberger
G538 = Gaiawwiaiaaa Anthony M. Ventimiglia
10633 STAR DUST Fred Slovak &
Too Aileen M. Mearea
11444 Artful Dodger George Zabrycki
11728 Blue Max Bob Williams
12209 Flying Cloud 11 Dr. Ira Ross
12350 Nen Chris 1. Larsen

Honorary Life Member J. Leslie White



We will start this yvear’s article with a little gquiz. What do the
Oakland Raiders, Portland Trailblazers, New York Yankees and Bob
Williams have in common? The answer isabsolutely nothing except for
the fact that Bob also won in 77. For the second year in a row we
congratulate our Fleet Champion. Bob's victory was well deserved
especially in a year that many feel marked the beginning of a new
interest in the Lightning class at Lavallette.

During the past season examples of this resurgence were: new
skippers, Walter Kruger and Bill D'Costa; Chris Larsen making the grand
entry with a new boat; John Schneeberger returning and with strong
rumors he'll be back next year with a “hot” boat, and the fact that
many of our skippers took advantage of the afternoon schedule to use
more juniors as crew,

Our season started on the upbeat with the unveiling of our
renovated clubhouse. Many of us, both members and visiting skippers,
have developed a special affection for Lavallette and were pleased 1o see
improvements that enhanced the spirit of the old club without changing
its character.

We were blessed with fine weather which made this past season one
of the most competitive in recent memory. Skills were tested in light
and heavy air with only one race cancelled because of weather
conditions.

It seemed that each week the standings would change as Ross,
Zabrycki, Larsen and Schneeberger took turns trying to catch Williams.
Fred Slovak continued his role as master of light wind and would on
occasion race, take a pennant, puff his pipe and smile. Fred was the
mentor this season, and many of our juniors got some excellent help
crewing and skippering Fred's boat. Bill D'Costa and Walter Kruger
made it through their “rookie™ season with the usual “spinnaker
dunks”, capsizes, and confusion. However, they continued to smile, and
that occasional “good leg™ has hooked them both on the Lightning.

Doc Ross contlinued to be our most consistant attendee of the
regatta circuit with Zabrycki and Williams occasionally finding time to
travel. In the future we hope to see more Lavallette boats on the road.

We look forward to next season, to strong competition, fun and
good fellowship.

GREAT SODUS BAY LIGHTNING FLEET (108)
Central New York District
Sailing at Sodus Bay, Sodus Point, N.Y.

Fleet SeCrelary . . viisnvalsaisilni R. W. Hallagan
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
11537 Superchick L. Tiedemann
12355 Shadow Dick Hallagan
12466 Shazam Fisk Hayden

It’s hard to believe a fleet of three could be so active. We get
around...go under bridges, see the mist, sail over sunken villages, see an
Alp. What a way to go — the ILCA Travel Club,

Next year, “Mr. Cheese™ get his license to travel, after several years
crewing,

Happy 1978 to all!

HIGGINS LAKE FLEET (110)
Michigan District
Sailing on Higgins Lake at Roscommon, Michigan
Fleet Captain «..cvivivniisisnss Gary Cutler

Flegt Champion ............. Ormond Barstow
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
11070 Serendipity Michael Dow
11185 TR TS Ormond Barstow
12108 Serenity Gary Cutler
12784 W. C. Dent
Life Member Dr, Floyd R. Amold

Once again Higgins Lake beckoned sailors throughout the mid-west
with its clear water and sandy beaches for another fun and excitement
filled summer.

The annual invitational regatta opened with 74 entries, 16 of which
were Lightnings. It was under the competent direction of Commander
Fred Krauss and his wife Jenny.

Mr. Tom Baldwin was instrumental in increasing the number of
participants in our novice races, which are gaining in popularity.

The two week beginning sailing course, teaching the fundamentals
of cruse and racing, was taught by Mr. Mike Dow and Mr, Gary Cutler.

Join us next summer for the best in Lightning racing.

GREEN BAY SAILING CLUB, INC. (112)
Midwest District
Sailing on Green Bay at Green Bay, Wisconsin

Fleat-Captain: : o aivirsniiisie s Bill Dean
Fleet Secretary ........v.e:4+......Bill Hayes
Fleet Champion .......... PRt Lyle Bracker
Runner-Up ..ovvivvrensnssnssssss. Bill Dean

Boat No. Boat Name Skipper

8644 Jenora Lyle M. Bracker

9309 Old Hickory 1. Gagnon 111 & D. Whitton

10459 Hay Seed 11 W. E. Hayes

13141 Banzai Bill R, Dean

Delay in the repair of our committee boat, and unusually bad spring
weather, prevented us from getting our markers in early for the spring
racing series. Once started, we had a full summer and fall racing series
for all boats fortunate enough to reach the racing area. Low water at
the dock, prevailing southwest winds, and a pile of submerged rocks
strategically located by a gudgeon manufacturer, stripped us of more
rudders this year than we have lost in the last ten. Since the University's
fleet of Tech Dingies suffered the same fate as our Lightnings, we have
some hope that the dock area will be dredged before the next sailing
Season.

Our final race for the Walter Masse Memorial Cup and the Beaumont
Pot was held on a Saturday afternoon in a gale. There were only six
boats, but it was a spirited race. Brian Phelan, skippering Hayseed I, in
trying to make up for a bad start, flew his spinnaker and paid the
penalty during a jibe. The water was cold! Doug Olson's boat lost its
rudder coming down the side of a large wave. Joe Gagnon won the
handicap cup and Bill Dean in his new Nichols & Holman 13141 took
the Beaumont Pot for being the first Lightning over the line.

The GBSC is seriously considering reinstating the Evans Regatta
next spring and is planning a full range of activities for the coming year,
With the excellent facilities shared with the University of Wisconsin,
Green Bay, and the enthusiasm of our membership, the club is looking
forward to a great summer of sailing in 1978.

ROYAL HAMILTON YACHT CLUB (118)
Lake Erie District
Sailing on Hamilten Bay, Hamilton, Ontario

Flest Captain . ouuivivomassans Tom Robertson
Fleet Vice Captain ........:... Martin Gamelin
Fleet Secretary/Treasurer . ......... Max Ahlfors
“A™" Fleet Champion ...... Larry MacDonald, Ir.
“A"™ Fleet Runner-Up ... .o vennnn Max Ahlfors
“B" Fleet Champion ......ccc00 Mike Vollmer
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
6851 Baleno Harold 1. Boyce
8366 000 i Rick Embleton
8903 Beverly Jane Lloyd Ascah
0042 0 ausaes Max Ahlfors
10292 KT Tom Robertson
11734 Chance 11 Ron Wadeson
12100 Momma Bill & Doug Hunter
12262 Endevour Larry MacDonald, Sr, & Jr.
12443 Cha Gheill Mike Vollmer
12948 = ... ... Martin Gamelin

Lloyd Ascah

e

Fleet 118 started the season with a series of practice races in early
May and an early spring seminar arranged by Larry MacDonald. This
early practice is becoming a traditional function with our fleet, and
helps us get an edge on the season with some valuable coaching from
Larry.
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Both our Fleet, and our Club are in the midst of some drastic
changes. A new Club house is now under construction, and a new
Committee Boat has been purchased to run our Club Races and
Regattas, Many of you who attend our Regattas will enjoy these
improvements in the coming seasons.

Within our Fleet changes are taking place as well. On the one hand,
we are loosing a number of long time Fleet members. Hopeflully we will
regain members in the coming seasons. On the other hand, competition
within the Fleet is becoming keener. This is best exemplified this year
by Max Ahlfors, who moved through the Fleet to finish the season as
runner-up in the Fleet Championships.

Generally speaking, we have had a great season at Hamilton, and we
look forward to even better sailing next year.

MERRIMAC RIVER LIGHTNING FLEET (121)
New England District
Sailing on Merrimac River at Newburyport, Mass.

FIAstCaplain, .. vuv souawms s s imeins Tim Hays
Wice Capiain o ovreeun vmiicnsasig Joyee Young
Fleet Secretary .....vaiisauesss. Steven Fram
Fleet Champion ........0000ens John Bouchard
Runner-Up ...ccvvevanrenananns Joyce Stoehs
2nd Runner-Up ...... werannenssassateve Fram

Boat No, Boat Name Skipper

518 R Robert H. Gustafson

10744 Nadine Alan P. Lavender

11099, st Thomas Valeo

11145 Sissy 111 Tim Hays

11222 aswmeeas Robert H. Gustafson

11250 Gemini Joyce Stoehr, Judy &

C. Fredric Young

12349 0 s John Bouchard

12821 Remedy Steve Fram

.......... iale Al DeBernardi

The 1977 sailing season has come and gone, and what a season it
was in Newburyport. We found ourselves with a whopping 18 boats as
the season opened, and had 11 boats race on a regular basis. John
Bouchard, showing us he hadn't lost any of his 1976 style, won two of
the first three races and went on to win the tough 14 race series for the
second year in a row.

The fight for second and third was very close between three boats,
with the final standings not being decided until the results of an after
the season protest was decided. The results found Joyce Stoehr in the
second spot and Steve Fram in third. Al DeBernardi was a very close
fourth, so close in fact, that if the protest had been found in his favor,
he would have ended up second overall.

Al Lavender won our Twilight Series for the second year in a row.
Al is becoming known as the night marauder of the fleet. If he could
make Nadine go that fast in daylight, we'd all be in trouble.

The Young Memorial Race was won by Al DeBernardi in his new
13000 series boat (DeeBee VI or VII or 7?). The Yankee Homecoming
Regatta was won by Sue Tattersall in a boat that she borrowed for the
event. Not bad Sue!

One of the highlights of the season came in Fleet 121's 1977
District Invitational Regatta, when hometown sailor Fred Young
walked away with the gold. Considering some of the heavies who were
there, the hometown fleet showed well with a 1st, 9th, and an 1 1th out
of 26 entries. Perhaps our level of competition is finally being upgraded
~ 1978 could very well tell.

Fleet 121 wishes Lightning sailors everywhere a happy 40th
anniversary. Let's make it 40 more!!

RED JACKET YACHT CLUB (125)
Central New York District
Sailing on Lake Cayuga, Seneca Falls, New York

Fleet Captain .. ..o viaeevaniies Chet Abend
CodCaptain b el B 20 TRREE 28065 Arlene Abend
Fleet Champions ............. Batty & Bodine
Runmer-Up ... ..ivvvvenevsessaas Jim Heckey

Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
33 0 sl Tripp Blair
9239 Hex-A-Gone Jim Heckey
9429 Kittywake Marge & William MacPhee
T e Paul Wenderlich
11571 Taboma Ken Soha
12012 ToLife 11 Chet Abend
12480 Partners Pete Bodine, Andy Batty &
Choice John W. Felton
12792 Thor W. B, & Geoffrey Smith

High above Cayuga's waters a new spirit of Lightning competition
has been re-born. Fleet 125 lives! After years of dormancy, held
together by the grit and determination of three sailors, we have seen the
growth of the fleet, We are seriously on the upswing and welcome the
addition of even more racing companions by next season — we certainly
have the room!

Favorably positioned on the site of the camping grounds of that
great and noble Indian, Chief Red Jacket, Fleet 125 commands one of
the most scenic views in all the Finger Lakes. With its ample grounds
and large parking areas, 19th century gingerbread club house, spacious
and sunny bar, generous docks, and 1000 feet of waterfront, as well as
pool and social activities, Red Jacket Yacht Club is truly a tribute to
family sailing. There is nothing formal here and we like it that way. On
any given weekend it is the scene of lake and lawn activities of every
variety, with participation by friends and neighbors from 1 to 92. The
friendliness of our Central New York sailors extends to the places they
call home — Rochester, Seneca Falls, Waterloo, and Syracuse, N.Y.,
among others.

This season the challenge of victory has spurred a camaraderie and
rivalry which is being expressed in new racing interest and dedication.
Our present boats are mostly skippered by new sailors whose
boatmanship and competitive commitment is nothing short of astound-
ing. This is best personified by Jim Heckey and his gung-ho crew of
Dave and Dan. The guts of raising their spinnaker in 18 knot gusty,
shifty winds is what put them in second place. Perhaps some of our
other sailors still think that the pole is that funny looking paddle,
without ends, that rolls around in the bottom of the boat...well never
mind, what they lack in experience they make up for in sheer ferocity.
They learn real fast and this has been accelerated by regular racing
lessons.

No single race can be described as the best. Rather, what made our
season so exciting was the changing positions with different winners
from race to race, The winner was anyone’s guess and surprises were
frequent. Almost everyone had the opportunity at some time to get the
finish gun. Whew! All of us worked our fingers to the bone. Even that
intrepid and skilled jib-man Arlene Abend went through two pair of
gloves and a fresh box of band-aids.

Cayuga Lake, 42 miles long, is no ocean, but we have on occasion,
unexpected line squalls that would make the Caribbean seem like a
bathtub. Does this concern Dave and Fran Wenderlich? Not a bit!
Thunder and/or lightning, they manage to wobble back with the stick
up. All this makes for hair-raising competition. Remember the time
Maggie McPhee who was last seen as a dot behind the fleet showed up
first at the finish line? Of course, you have to remember that regardless
of the wind force, once Magee steps aboard no self respecting
center-board would dare tilt up its luster; it merely stays planted in the
water where it's supposed to. With all the excitement, we may have had
a few mishaps, but nothing that ten square feet of Fiberglass wouldn’t
patch up. By comparison our co-fleet, those large Sunfish with keels,
frequently called Star-Boats, generally stock up on 5,000 yards of
bailing wire and a carload of thirty foot spars well before the season
gets under way.

All this Lightning fever brings tears to the eyes of our champion
sailors, Pete Bodine and Andy Batty, ably assisted by club Commodore,
John Felton, a veteran Lightning sailor. When they see our growing
fleet snapping and furling at the dock before the race, they think they
are seeing visions — which, considering their time at the bar, is not to be
disputed.

Fleet 125 lives, is growing, and is a hellava place to be. Come and
join us whenever you're up in Central New York.

CEDAR POINT YACHT CLUB (126)
Connecticut - Rhode Island District
Sailing on Long Island Sound at Westport,
Connecticut



Eleet Capiain' o viveviauawavivaaiss Jack Lewis

FIeot SECIBLUTY < o v o i svai o siain wisiniinis e Wayne Atwell
Fleet TTeasiIer o v e v ovwonss Richard Thackaberry
Fleet Publicity ....vcvvevcevenvanns Phil Griffin
Fleet Champion . ....c.cceeivecmmnnss Phil Griffin
RAUNTBIAID ) oot dinie o nassoasnetns Jack Lewis
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
9542 Sue Charles D. Agnew

98RE Squirt Robert & Lee Lee Jackson

10431 Green Parrot Jonathan Mandel

10555 Riot David A, Crawford

10690 Tuned Gianni Cuccio

WHAB  acssiesan Phil & Jennifer E. Griffin

11082 TNT C. Dayton Titsworth

11143 Gizmo Art Grayson

11220 Thunder Allen & Glen Bemus

11381 Richard Price 111

11576 s R Arie Van Breems 11

11580 Gorilla Harvey Weiss

12004 Shazam Richard Freeman

12068 Germe' Chris Wurster

12367 Frog Dr. Richard & Kathleen
Thackaberry

12744 . Ken Shauer

12853 Gotcha 11 Mike Willetts

P2BTE- e David & Kyle Fagin

13000 Lées Trois Chats 11 Wayne Atwell

13007 Greenfinger Ted Juraschek

13055 Gemma Tom Le Brun

13200 Red Peppers Jack Lewis

13206 Giannina lohn Cuccio

Phil Griffin Fleet 126 1977 Fleet Champ.

Fleet 126 at Cedar Point had another fantastic, competitive, joyous,
successful and fun racing season in 1977,

Phil Griffin, our (almost) perennial champion, copped about every
prize available by combining his gigantic talent, a fast boat and the
rather sneaky — but clearly legal - strategy of marrying one of his crew
members (wife Jeffie, who also spends time as CPYC sailing instructor
developing future Griffin-type sailors).

We had over 25 boats racing in our Fleet, several new members, new
boats, the traditional CPYC Early Bird Regatta, our Season Series,
Saturday and Sunday Series’, Commodore’s, Vice Commodore's and
Rear Commodore’s Cup regattas and, to cap it all off, this year we
combined the annual Fall Invitational Regatta with the Atlantic Coast
Championships at the end of the summer.

Ilect 126 wax ably represented by o number of our boats at the
Districts (grabbing two of the top five places), North Americans, and a
host of other “away™ regattus (including the always-fun Spofford
event).

The gods of the winds were kind to us this season. We had only one
or two “‘drifters” and no abandonments/cancelled races (things are
getting better every year on Long Island Sound).

The top five performers in our season series were the ubiquitous Phil
Griffin, tenacious Jack Lewis, rising star Mike Willetts, the ever-present
Dr. Dick Thackaberry, and super-fast Chris Wurster.

Perhaps the best evidence of the strength and depth of Fleet 126
this yvear was the fact that, in addition to our “Fabulous Five,” there
were another half-dozen skippers who were always threatening those
guys and who often nabbed first place. This made our racing much
maore exciting because on any given race day anyone could win.

Our Commodore’s Cup series winner was Phil Griffin, with “Uncle™
John Cuccio second and newcomer Ted Juraschek third. In the Vice
Commodore’s Cup regatta it was Phil Griffin again, followed by Jack
Lewis and Mike Willetts (Mike's crew, in addition to being highly
skilled, helps provide the “Mike Psych™ wvia the “‘visual distraction™
technique — needless to say, this ploy is effectively carried off by two
quite lithesome females).

In the “boy-was-that-close™ Rear Commodore’s Cup series held over
the Labor Day weekend, there were at least six boats in contention for
first place after the first two days. Dick Thackaberry proved the old rule
about consistency, coming out in front with Jack Lewis and Mike
Willetts close behind.

The year the Cedar Point Fall Invitational was combined with the
Atlantic Coast Championships. NEARLY 70 BOATS converged on
CPYC for a weekend of fantastic racing and lots of laughs (especially
for the spectators at the rounding marks). Bill Shore emerged
victorious, but folks like Jack Elfman, Tom Allen, Phil Griffin, Dr. Don
Delorme, Jay Lutz and many other “'Lightning luminaries™ gave Bill a
run for his money (while others gave Bill money for a run by buying a
chute or two while he was there).

We had a great time at Cedar Point in 1977.

We expect even more excitement in 1978. Come race with us—
anytime!

SAVANNAH LIGHTNING FLEET (127)
Southeastern District
Sailing on Wilmington River at
Bradley Point, Savannah, Ga.

FISEt DAPIRIN o vvvivsvan v vmesaies James P. Black
Fleet Secretary .« .ocvnovennesonss Betsy Daniell
Fleet Champion ........... Albert H. Berry, Jr.
Rumner-Upc..icociiiinsseasmns Randy Brooks
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
Q0981 0 RN Chip Ogletree
2T  sewsees Gary G. Oetgen
01T s Dale Klemm
11336 2 s James L. & Betsy Daniell
12055 Urge Randy Brooks
12705 Soggie James P. Black
12786 viennias Fred D. Maner, M.D,
J2B2B1  asaaies Albert H. Berry, Jr.
12897 2 Larry Stuber
13013 Jinx C. A. McMurray, Jr.
BIO0 e JIohn Mclntosh, Sr.
Life Member J. Wallace Aggett
............. Charles M. Kilpatrick
............. AL Neff Mclntosh

Fleet 127°s racing year starts with the Deep South Regatta. As
always it gets us ready for the vear and starts us off with enthusiasm.
We appreciate the support the Lightning Class has shown for this
Regatta over the years and we're proud to be a part of the Lightning
Class Southern Circuit. Unfortunately, also as always, we showed our
hospitality by letting our guests cart off the silver.

John Meclntosh was our leading contender placing 8th in the Deep
South and representing our fleet well in the Southern Circuit placing
Sth in St. Pete and 9th in Miami for an 8th overall on the Circuit.

Fleet 127 and the Savannah Yacht Club are proud that the
Lightning Class decided to honor Wally Aggett with a Life Membership
for his many years of service as Deep South Regatta Race Committee
Chairman.

Neff Mcintosh rejomned the fleet purchasing Bob Sherman’s Light-
ning and immediately proceeded to win the District Championship. 1t's
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rumored to be the first time he sailed the boat after buying it.

The District Championships are a part of the 10 Regatta Southeast-
ern District Circuit and we were well represented. In addition to Neff's
victory at High Rock, John McIntosh won at Jacksonville, Charleston
and [inished up winning the Atlanta Cup to take an overall second on
the Circuit followed by Bert Berry third, and Neff fourth. Randy
Brooks, Gary Oetgen and Chip Ogletree also qualified on the Circuit.

In our own Lightning Invitational, which is a part of the Circuit,
Neff MclIntosh was second, Bert Berry third and Randy Brooks fourth,
Those first places do seem to be eluding us. Neff McIntosh won one and
John Mclntosh won three out of the 10. Bert Berry didn’t win any first
place silver on the Circuit but sailed consistently well enough to place
third overall, so he won a good share,

Bert did win the Lightning Class at the Savannah Yacht Club’s
annual 4th of July Open Regatta with Randy Brooks second and
Charlie Kilpatrick third. Charlie, although presently without a boat,
joins us now and then and we hope to see him full time again soon,

John Meclntosh represented us in the Big Time sailing to a
respeciable 12th in the North Americans and 13th in the Worlds.

The final event in our Summer Series is the Labor Day Regatta won
by Bert Berry with Randy Brooks second and Gary Oetgen third.

Bert ended up our Fleet Champion as determined by the Summer
Series with Randy Brooks as runner-up. Jim Black sailed to third.

Sandwiched in between all his sailing, Bert Berry found time to
serve as Commodore of the Savannah Yacht Club this year. With more
time to devote to sailing next year he's going to be even tougher.

This was a year of growth for our fleet after a slow start. There are
rumors around about boat sales and we hope to see the old boats in
new hands in our fleet and some new boats too, We think we'll be
bigeer and better next year, so come help us start our new year at the
Deep South Regatta.,

MADISON BEACH CLUB (129)
Connecticut - Rhode Island District
Sailing on Long Island Sound at Madison, Conn.

Commodore ....comessvsssnses Jim Deephouse
Fleet Captain . .....conccennnn Nancy D. Young
Fleet Secretary .. ...... B Jame Hilton
Fleet Champion .. .oovveccanss Nancy D. Young
Runner-Up .. ...ccunvinnnsas David Deephouse
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
10689 Splash Linda Baylis Zanes
VEIAE e £t Nancy Davidson
11207 Early Times James R. Deephouse
11773 Franste 11 Jay W, Jackson

Despite its small size, the Madison Beach Club Lightning Fleet had
another enjoyable sailing season. Our perennial champion, John
Johnstone, however, was among the missing, having decided to spend
his time sailing J-24s. Another boat was added to the fleet however,
when Bill West purchased 10689, formerly owned by another Madison
skipper, Linda Baylis Zanes.

The Fourth of July weekend marked the beginning of the Summer
Racing, and Jane Hilton surprised everyone by winning the Roger Pape
Memorial Race, an annual contest in which skippers draw lots for the
boats they will sail. Many thanks go to Nancy Young's excellent crew
of Chris deChabert and George Young.

Throughout the summer, our fleet travelled the Connecticut
shoreline to several regattas. In July, a few of us raced at Black Rock in
the Connecticut-Rhode Island District. David Deephouse raced well
and finished sixth out of a fleet of 33 boats, failing by one position to
go on to the nationals. David then tried his luck at Niantic Bay in the
Long Island Sound Championship, but suffered a broken shroud in the
first race. Nancy Young was luckier, and finished fourth overall in the
regatta.

As a result of these out-of-town regattas, the July series was rather
short, and Nancy Young had little trouble taking first place, with David
Deephouse second.

August brought excellent weather, and we had several outstanding
races: for once Long Island Sound produced more than drifting
matches! Nancy Young finished first again in the August series, with
David Deephouse close behind. Labor Day weekend brought an end to
the summer sailing season. In addition to the regular Saturday series,

the annual G. B. Fisher Race was held and was won by Nancy Young.

All in all we had a fantastic summer. First place for the season went
to Nancy Young, with David Deephouse and Jane Hilton finishing
second and third respectively. Next year promises to be even better,
especially if we manage to get more people involved. Many thanks go to
everyone who helped make the season so enjoyable.

MOBILE BAY FLEET (135)
Southern District
Sailing on Mobile Bay at Fairhope, Alabama
Fleet Secretary . ...o.o00. s s« Barney March

Fleet Champion ........... + .. .. Rick Skinner
Fleet Runner-Up ............. Robert Jeffcott

Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
3649 Sun Kiss Robert C. Colclough
7748 Thumper Peter Phillips
368 sianeceraes Robert Jeffcott
8375 E.C.LT.S. Robert Bernhardt, Jr.
8704 Past Time John Kern
11689 Got® cha Rick Skinner
11712 Flo-N-Dee Tom Ford, Jr.
12956 Sun Kiss Too Robert Borneman
13011 Dutchman's Gold  Robert Bernhardt
13060 Bigeminy 111 Barney March

Fleet 135 started the year at a party hosted by Bob Borneman. We
had the current film for all to see. We invited several non Lightning
sailors to enjoy the afternoon with us. A good party until it started to
snow. Snow in Mobile?

We had two new boats brought into the fleet. Barney March was
kind enough to let Jim Lippincott sail 13060 to 2nd overall on the
Southern Circuit before he picked up Bigeminy [ll. And Bob Borneman
checked the classifieds in March Flashes and purchased 12956. The new
Sunkiss too allowed him to sail to a 3rd in the Fleet races,

Robert Jeffcott received the highest honor that can be received by a
Mobile Bay sailor — The Arch McKay Trophy. An award given to a
sailor for his unselfish devotion to other sailors, a true Corinithian,

With seven regattas held on Mobile Bay, our sailors don’t have much
travel time, but Barney March and Rick Skinner put miles on their cars.
Skinner and crew went to the Districts to relax and captured a first.
Barney and crew won one race and finished high in the series. In all,
members made — St. Petersburg, Atlanta Cup, Jackson, Miss. Hospital-
ity, and more.

A most enjoyable regatta was held by Fairhope Yacht Club where
we were joined by skippers from New Orleans, Southern Yacht Club,
Morgan City, La, and Baton Rouge, La. Good winds Saturday set
everyone up for the buffet dinner hosted by the Barney March’s.
Sunday the winds were light until the last boat finished, then a squall
raised cain with everyone left on the water. Cal Herman from New
Orleans won the Ed Overton trophy.

The regattas, parties, and all have not been as nice as new owners —
Bob Colclough, Tom Ford, Wesley Overton, Tom Pennington, and John
Stringfellow joining us this year. We all hope that their enthusiasm
continues through the coming years.

We finished our year on Nov. 13th with a party. Awarded trophies
to Fleet Champion Robert leffcott and crew, also runner-up Robert
Bernhardt, Jr, and crew. Robert Bernhardt, Jr, was elected Fleet
Captain and Bob Borneman Fleet Secretary for the new vear, Fleet 135
has had a very good year,

GULL LAKE YACHT CLUB (137)

Michigan District
Sailing on Gull Lake at Richland, Michigan
Fleet Captain . ..........0.. Tim Vander Meulen
Fleet Secrotiry . i vueiiaanionseses Wes Cromie
Fleet Champion ..................Carl Engels
RODNBI-UD < o s e v sridmkiansiei-aree Dan Chappell
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
6895 Pink Lady Bob Ellinger
7911 Therapy, Too! Kenneth B. Byerly
9734 Think Snow David R. Crawford
9735 Mothers Mink Dr. Robert Albright
10450 Blue Chip II Dan Chappell
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11016 Second Wind Dr. Carter Brooks
11806  ........ William Patten
E2003F. i Fred Harrison
218 sl Kenneth B. Byerly
12595 Tim-Buck I1 Tim E. Stewart
12938 Juju Carl Engels

12958 Cyxobeu Tim Vander Meulen

1977 was a year of Ups and Downs for the Gull Lake Lightning
Fleet, Ups include gusts of up to 45 knots, and Downs include Bruce
Goldsmith’s mast bobbing down among the white caps. Other Ups
include five new boats — they belong to Carter Brooks, Matt Howard,
Scott Greenburg, Fred Harrison and Bill Patton. These new Lightning
sailors also garnered two very important awards in our fleet. Matt
Howard was recognized as our most promising new skipper and Bill
Patton won the Transom Award, That means that though he finished
last in most races, he still finished and under some of the most difficult
sailing conditions we've seen over the past five years.

Another Down was the Prestigious Turtle Award won this year by
Tim VanderMeulen, last year's Fleet Captain. Tim won this outstanding
achievement trophy for capsizing within one hundred vards of the
starting line,

Carl Engels continued his “winning through intimidation™ hold on
first place while Dan Chappel was the first runner-up, We also crowned
a new Floater Champion when Wes Cromie won the toughest light air
race of the year.

In addition to our fleet faithfuls, the Ellinger's, Crawford’s,
Crookston’s, Stewart"s, Levin's, Byerly's, and those previously men-
tioned, our fleet will be Up four new boats for next season. That is in
addition to the new boats this vear,

The Gull Lake Regatta was again a success as 27 boats showed up to
watch Hank Hodgson win the event the week before he also won the
Michigan Districts.

Fleet 137 continues to grow and have great races. Our only problem
seems to be that we can’t get anyone but the Nordwind’s to sail to our
annual Sail To Breakfast.

HAWAII FLEET (143)
Hawaii District
Sailing on Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii

ETRBE CRDBAIN: o vvocpnieemae mopms i Fran Vaughan
Fleat Sectetary ...v.ovservunevans Fran Vaughan
Fleet Champion . ............. David Ferpusson
Buonner-Lp i s dsin vinas ae Fran Vaughan
District Champion ............ David Fergusson
Boat No, Boat Name Skipper
6907 Lulu Belle Al Hyde
7151 Ooffee Joe Ebeling
2 R o Chuck Gustin
10920 Protea Dave Fergusson
11084 Horizon Fran Vaughan
11729 Luana Bill Heine
11786 i A Bobby Edmondson

Lightning Fleet 143, sailing on Kaneohe Bay in gorgeous Hawaii had
a slightly unusual problem this year. Whether it was caused by “Big
Bertha” or the atom bomb, or what, we had weather problems, It
seemed like for every other series you'd get down to the club to find
the red rag flying and gusts up to 35 knots, That seemed a bit much, so
we declined and sat in the bar and drank a lot instead.

But we did have some really hot racing, with Fran Vaughan and
Dave Fegusson fighting it out on the starting line and the finish line and
a lot of infighting between. Carl Meierdiercks has come way up in the
fleet, giving all the usual winners a real hard time. He only seems to
slow down a little on the downwind legs. Sounds like new spinnaker
time, This coming year shows promise of being one of the better ones
for our fleet with more of our old sailors coming back to join us having
taken sabbaticals this past year for one reason or another.

Qur fleet captain, Fran Vaughan, went to Seattle to compete in the
Adams Cup Area “H™ runoffs and came in a pretty creditable second
place. Beaten by a Thistle sailor from Seattle! She’s going to try again
another yvear,

The Kaneche Yacht Club is very honored to have the 60 foot
Polynesian voyaging canoe' Hokule'a"tied up at the pier in December. She
is an inspiration to all of us. It takes a really intrepid seaman to sail

from Hawaii to Tahiti in a canoe with no modern navigating equipment
aboard and only dried fish, dried fruits and vegetables and the fish you
can catch to eat, A really major accomplishment for our Hawaiian
“kanes™,

SPOFFORD LAKE FLEET (145)
MNew England District
Sailing on Lake Spofford at
Spofford, New Hampshire

Fleet Captain ............. W, R. (Buck) Wynn
Fleet Secretary . . i cavv i es saiiis s David Fitch
Fleet Champion , ...ovivnenns ««++. David Fitch
BOnOBEUD . on i mamesaran s Fred Hamblet
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
8339 Wood Wind Robert Pinard
10 1O =y sl Dr. Paul Stone
10093 Namy H. Fletcher Willey
LR e Frederick Turner, Jr.
11288 Bon Joy Leonard & Robert Pratt
11346 Gail Fred H. & Christopher B. Hamblet
12220 Razorback W. R., Jackson & Thomas Wynn
12362 Three Cheers David H. Fitch

The Spofford Fleet had good times at all the away regattas and
hosted a super 30 boat regatta to wind up the New England season the
last of September.

Most rewarding was Tom Wynn's 12th place finish in the Junior
North Americans. Jody and Rick Tumer did a nice job as crew
members.

The Fleet enjoyed three good sailing days on Casco Bay at the
Districts. Five boats participated with Fred Hamblet winning silverware
for fourth, Len Pratt notching 8th and Dave Fitch 11th in the 32 boat
fleet.

Weather played a big factor in the Spofford Championships with
only two of the seven races sailed over the Fourth of July and only two
of the five scheduled for Labor Day. Final standings saw Dave Fitch
edge out Bud Hamblet, with Buck Wynn and Fred Turner tied for third.

Our hats are off to Len Pratt, Dot Fitch and volunteers who again
taught mid-week sailing to our club members, This is the key to
continued sailing growth at Spofford. Two proposed new fleet members
will be most welcome next year,

SAO PAULO FLEET (147)
Brazil District
Sailing on Lake Guarapiranga at
Sao Paulo, Brazil

Fleet Captain .. cocvuenvewes Willi Carlos Tietze
Fleet Champion ....cvvcvvrnvs .Robert Buckup
Bunner-Ulp. . coaisesnsasssesans Claudio Kunze
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
7256 Cavu Carlos Cruz & Andre Sulsbeck
7495 ZRBST Mario Montag & Mario Buckup
8495 Hummel Wolfgang Aurbach
9746 Terrible Dieter Waterkamp
11706 Waikiki 111 Henricus Bocagae &
Claudio Abramowitz
11708 Ciranda Robert Buckup
11709 GTX 11 Willi Carlos Tietze
11710 Irema Dieter Heydenreich
12360 Brisa Constatino Fraga
12414 Meia Noite IV Claudio Kunze &
Juan V. Metzen
12440 e Paulo Villares
12657 Perereca Dietmar Heydenreich &
Peter Zacher
12868 Yemanija IV Cid Vieira I, deGodoy
13008 Viking 11 Ruediger Ett
13027 Undine IV Silvia Buchmann Batello
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During 1977 our sailing season was very good and we had much fun.
Our Fleet Championship was won by Robert Buckup. Our fleet was
very well represented at the Worlds by Mario Buckup, who was the
Runner-Up. Two of our crews also went to the very well organized
South American Championship in Chile,

On November 12 to 20, Fleets 147 and 462 received Bill Shore's
news about sails, boats and tactics. Many short races were sailed at this
event with 14 boats participating. In each regatta Bill changed boats, to
discuss specific problems with each skipper. We had a nice time and this
activity will inject new blood in our fleet.

Our fleet and Fleet 462 will promote the Lightning National's and
South American Championship on March 25th to April 2nd, 1978.

MANSFIELD SAILING CLUB (150)
Ohio District
Sailing on Clearfork Reservoir at
Lexington (Mansfield), Ohio

Fleet Captain ....... S Charles H. Huston
Fleet Secoelasy . v inaancnanis Prue Preston
Fleet Champion ............. Burton L. Preston
Rommer-Up: . oo ies s imedams Robert Konstam
Boat No, Boat Name Skipper
[ Chandler Stevens
TBES: — Ldtiteness Victor Stuart
BE25  Ldiases William W. Woodrow
10165 In-A-Jam 11 lohn A. Mintz
10272 Screaming
Yellow Zonker Burton L. Preston
786 2 cieeseaan William Kabbaz
1 [ - Joseph Vivian, DDS
11161 Patience 11 Alvin Bales, MD
PIARE = Gasaswsea Dr. Jerome Hurley
11681 Lady Charles H. Huston
12085 Rambino R. A. Bonham
12425 Schuss Donald E. Widman, MD
12439 Sea Horse Albert P. Barbone, DDS
12498 Kon-Quest Robert Konstam
12567 Wind Sprite Thomas J. McDermott

Fleet 150°s season began in mid-May with our Principal Series.
Come the end of August, the final tabulation showed Burt Preston
reigning as Fleet Champion, with Bob Konstam in second and Bob
Bonham in third.

Our Sunday Morning Series started Memorial Day weekend and
concluded at the end of August. Burt Preston won the series while
Bernie Dillon came in second and Bob Bonham took third.

The Wednesday Evening Series provided a welcome break in the
week throughout the summer months. Prue Preston came in first overall
with Tom McDermott in second.

The Fall Series, commencing with Labor Day weekend allowed us to
enjoy Clearfordk’s finest sailing weather. The scoring, done on a
handicap basis, showed Tom McDermott to be the winner with Bob
Konstam in second.

Our Club Championship pitted the three best sailors in the
Lightning Fleet against the top competition in the Flying Scot Fleet.
After six grueling races, Burt Preston emerged the winner.

Several of our Fleet members have distinguished themselves in areas
other than “tiller handling”. Al Barbone reigns “Spaghetti Chef
Supreme” for his annual club spaghetti feast prepared in September.
Bill Woodrow was named to the Club Board of Trustees and he
promises some drastic changes in the coming year (probably along the
line of mandatory wine consumption prior to all racing events). Bob
Konstam very capably headed up the race committee for the US1 Class
National Championship, held at our Club in September. Finally, our
newest fleet member, Jim Huffman, spent the summer becoming an
expert in repairing broken masts., Perhaps next year, armed with his
professional crew, Starboard and Port (identical twin sons}, he'll join us
more often on the race course,

ANNISQUAM YACHT CLUB (151)
New England District
Sailing on Ipswich Bay at
Annisquam, Massachusetts
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Fleet Captain ............. Georges Peter, M.D.
Fleet Secretary . ..covvvvrevrnns Carolyn Peter
Boat No, Boat Name Skipper
1 R = SO Geoffrey S. Parker
6705 Sanderling Richard G. Appel, Jr.
10212 Whisper Peter V. Bent
10831 Reflex Bruce P, Abbott, M.D.
12886 Mouette Dr. Georges & 1, Georges Peter
Fleet 151 activities were limited to the hosting of a Lightning

Regatta that attracted fourteen boats in late June. Greg Fisher from
Buckeye Lake and Newport demonstrated the ability that later in the
summer nearly won him the North Americans, by winning top honors,
followed by Jack Burwell, Georges Peter, Don Brush, Sr., and Stu
Nickerson (in spite of a capsize). All three races were sailed in excellent
breezes. Annisquam looks forward to another regatta in the near future
with, we hope, as excellent conditions as we've enjoyed in past years.

TAWAS BAY YACHT CLUB (152)
Michigan District
Sailing on Tawas Bay, East Tawas, Michigan

Fleet Captain ....covvvmvennns Garry Demarest
Fleet SECIRLATY o o oo mvnitss omsmsnn Gary Cameron
Fleet Champion .....ccovuvunns Garry Demarest
Runner-Up ......... e e e Gary Cameron

Boat No. Boat Name Skipper

11466 3 casaweces Guy T. Moulthrop

11585 Merrie Mac L. G. McKay, Ir.

11588 e Charles A, Pinkerton, I11

2788 = hwsavea R. Garrett Demarest 11T &

Jeffrey Prince
12921 S Gary A. Cameron
Life Member Charles H. Schreck

Fleet 152, located at Tawas Bay Yacht Club, East Tawas, Michigan,
situated on the shores of beautiful Tawas Bay, had rather minimal
activities in 1977.

Of the fleet members, Garry Demarest and Gary Cameron continued
to be active on the Michigan District racing circuit. As usual, Demarest
dominated, winning at Crescent, Tawas, Higgins, and Traverse, and
coming in a very close second at the District Championship and Devil's
Lake.

Cameron, with the usual outstanding crewing aid of Demarest, again
won at Pontiac, On his own, he managed a second at Tawas and a close
fourth at the Districts,

In the District Team Race, amidst cries of “break up Tawas,”
Demarest and Cameron temporarily switched to Douglas Lake and,
along with Dave Peters and Bill Crow, won the Team Races once more.

Fleet 152 held its Lightining Invitational in mid summer. Fur the
second year running there were only 11 entries due to a controversial
eniry fee arrangement. However, the sailing was superb as usual on
Tawas Bay and Demarest prevailed again,

A change in policy has been arranged for 1978 and Fleet 152 will
host the Michigan District Championship for the first time since 1973.
With more reasonable cost figures we expect a large turnout as Michigan
sailors come back to race on the great waters of Tawas Bay.

WAWASEE YACHT CLUB (154)
Indiana District
Sailing on Lake Wawasee at Syracuse, Indiana

Fleet Captain ............ ««++. Doug Schmahl
Fleet Secretary ..o vvnnnisansens Keith Swihart
Fleet Champion ........... George Buckingham
BUnNerlD o v vas s s gis s mn s Bruce Baiden
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
5259 No Show Louis Pletcher
9685 Boat William L. Beard
9775 Hessteria Paul E. Hess
9954 Big Red George Wright
10134 Scud 11 Paul Penn
10428 Fryheit Garrett Van Derdine
10726 Lil Trout Robert Troutman



11181 All Small Douglas Schmahl
11699 Merry Crow John C. Jarrett
11742 Deep Freese Karl Freese

12001 Second Effort Chris Nixon

12239 Starboard Frederick & Rick Winter
12276 Gan Can Ray Gans

12392 Gracefullee George Witwer

12408 Laurie Bruce Baiden

12463 Joe BFSPLK George Buckingham
12521 The Sting Richard Boerger
12586 Hymie Gordon Medlock
12692 The Stitch James A. Chase, M. D,
12963 Swi's Guys Keith Swihart

13001 Why Us John Nixon

13131 Boat Jack Gibson

Our sincere congratulations to George Buckingham on another
repeat performance as Fleet Champion. Skipper, Nixon was wrong
when he said “Oh, he's just lucky.” Three years in a row. Enough of
George,

Our Club sponsors a full summer of races for its members, and an
annual “Hoosier Invitation Regatta.” This year approximately 40 boats
attended the Hoosier from surrounding states. Excellent sailing was
provided and we look forward to another big turnout next year,

Results of this year's sailing on Lake Wawasee are as follows:
Memorial Day seriecs — George Buckingham, first; John Nixon, second;
Doug Schmahl, third, Early Bird Series — George Buckingham, first;
John Nixon, second; Bruce Baiden, third. July 4th Series — George
Buckingham, first; Bruce Baiden, second; Chuck Medlock, third. Labor
Day Series — George Buckingham, first; Bruce Baiden, second; Chuck
Medlock, third, Championship Series — George Buckingham, frst;
Bruce Baiden, second; Chuck Medlock, third. Commodore’s Cup — Jack
Girson, first; Rick Winter, second; William Stucky, third, Cynthia Cup
~ George Buckingham,

Again, Chuck Medlock represented our club at the Junior Nationals,
and George Buckingham, Bruce Baiden, John Nixon, and Keith Swihart
represented us at the Buffalo Nationals.

We wish to express our thanks and appreciation to our past
Commeodore, Robert Troutman and wife Marge, for their contribution
to the Club, and effort as our Fleet Captain, Just a super job, Bob!

We should like to express our annual thanks and appreciation to the
women of our club for their support as crews, cooks, committee boat
chairman, hostesses, and all other thankless endeavors.

WILLOW BANK YACHT CLUB (164)
Central New York District
Sailing on Cazenovia Lake at Cazenovia, New York

Flaat Captain'... coos a5 ssnss e Tom McAuliffe
Fleat SECtetary .o vvvvvnovenes s Drayton Jones
Fleet Champion ... .. e Wi .. Dr. Jeff Penficld
Runner-Up ..covsivitisriionsen . Merle Pindell
Chird PRSI e L T e Milt Rubenstein
Charter Member’sCup . ......... Dr. Jeff Penfield
Crewettes Race (Female Skippers) .. ... Janet Sinn
Boat No, Boat Name Skipper
844 e 1. P, Dougherty
9178 Family Affair Bill Jenner
QA0S | aaEiasea Dr. Gerald Bezner
9334 Inevitable Houghton Carr, Jr.
9981 Silverhammer William Coplin
10171 Doregasa 111 Dr. Donald & Don P. Sanford
10386  cossaaas Ken Warren
10406 Spirit Tom McAuliffe
10414 Charming 11 Nelson Neidhardt
10441 Sarawen Drayton Jones
11272 Tutankhamon Dick Tuttle
11307 Second Life Ron Kokot
11555 Reluctant Jim Hole
11571 Tabodma Fred Twitchell
11650 Galilee Hitchhiker Dr. Jim Preston
11853 Andiamo Norman Washburn
12068 2 acaiaimes Jerry King
12587 Tiger Dr. Jeff Penfield
12646 Mimi Ned Cabaniss
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12929 Wild Fire Merle Pindell
13050 Chapter X1 Tom McAuliffe
13052 Full Deck Milt Rubenstein

The Willow Bank Lightning Fleet continued to grow in number and
strength during the 1977 season as members launched an assertive
campaign against local and regional competition. While the bulk of the
fleet battled at home cach weekend, we had aggressive representation in
all Central New York regattas. Three boats (Penfield, Pindell, &
McAuliffe) finished in the top five of the “Triple Crown™ (three major
regattas combined) and also represented us at the North Americans.

At home, the Rubenstein family (Milt, Elaine, & Jeff) abandoned a
very successful Flying Dutchman career to join our Lightning Fleet. At
first they had some trouble adjusting to awkward devices like
spinnakers that are launched from the cockpit and jibs that don’t wrap
around the forestay (intentionally). Nevertheless, they soon caught on
and finished third in the fleet standings. Looking ahead to next year,
fellow Lightning sailors have asked that they race without a trapeze!

Norman and Dorothy Washburn finally began to taste the **...thrill
of victory..." after two years of concentrated effort. In his quest,
Norman invested in so much “go fast™ gear that his boat 15 now the
only floating sample of the entire Land’s End catalog in North America.

Speaking of victory, Jeff Penfield and Merle Pindell battled down to
the final gun for the Fleet championship once again and we
congratulate both of them on a fine season. Next year the rest of us
promise to make it an even more hotly contested campaign.

The Fleet did suffer a significant loss when Fred and Melinda
Twichell moved to St. Louis in the Fall. Their substantial contributions
to the Fleet and the Yacht Club will long be appreciated — many
thanks!!! In recognition of his vast experience chasing spinnaker
halyards, Fred volunteered to climb the club flagpole for minor repairs
one more time as a parting gesture,

We may also have lost Jim Preston who, after winning his first race
of the season, retired to the golf course for the rest of the summer so as
not to risk spoiling a perfect record.

Nevertheless, competitive intensity at home and “‘on the road™
continues to draw both new and experienced sailors to our Lightning
Fleet. The ranks are strong and the enthusiasm high as we look forward
to the 1978 season.

HELSINKI LIGHTNING FLEET (166)
Finland District
Sailing at Gulf of Finland, Helsinki, Finland

Fleet Caplain ..v.c. oo vaovcne Paavo Korhonen
Fleet Secretary . ...o0en vv e Lauri Korpinen
Fleet Champien ........co0venn Unto Maenpaa
RUnner-IIP e v vvrnrnsssanssas Leif Haglund

Boat No. Boat Name Skipper

T8ET Spino Matti Pakkanen

10344 Lipla Paavo Korhonen

11544 Kesaheila Raimo Aromaa

12429 Pirla Lauri Korpinen

12748 VEE Jyrki Wirtavuori

12805 Charlie Brown Antti Ruuskanen

12906 Triple Ahti Immonen

12914 Vahine Unto Maenpaa

12919 Ariana V Leif Haglund, Veikko

Valkama & Kurt Barman
13130 Masi the 3rd Terho Aromaa
3B 0 e Pentti Puupera

This summer was special because the World Championship would be
held in Europe. The main effort would be to participate in both the
Europeans in Italy and the Worlds in Switzerland.

The first regatta of the season was held on Lake Tuusulanjarvi at the
end of May. Of the 21 boats attending, seven were from our flest. Antti
Ruuskanen placed second, Terho Aromaa fifth and Leif Haglund
seventh. The second regatta was held at Vammala on Lake Rautauesi
with it being the first for the New Vammalan Venekentto Yacht Club.
Arrangements were very good, There were 13 boats this time with Laurn
Korpinen from our fleet placing fifth. The following week 12 boats
gathered in front of the harbor at Pori Town with four being from our
fleet. Antti Ruuskanen was first and Leif Haglund fifth.

The European Championship followed, at Numana Italy with



thirty-five boats attending, six from Finland, Antti Ruuskanen in
Charlie Brown sailed excellently to place second overall.

In the Worlds at Spiez, Switzerland, Antti Ruuskanen placed 29th
and Leif Haglund 45th in a fleet of 53 boats.

The next large regatta was the Finland Districts held at Kontiolaht
on Lake Hoytiainen with a record of 32 participating Lightnings. The
weather was fine and living in a village of tents was not too
uncomfortable, Of the seven boats from our fleet, Leif Haglund won
the Championship and Antti Ruuskanen was fourth.

Antti also won our ranking series and is our Fleet Champion

Next year will show at least one more good racer in that Pentti
Puupera has purchased a new hull. The activity of the fleet is increasing
but much more is to be done.

LAKE DAVENPORT LIGHTNING FLEET (167)

Midwest District
Sailing on the Mississippi River at Davenport, lowa
Fleet Captain ......cecrenemrrvnnres Jim Flick
Fleet Secretary . ovvvevvrennrnnnnas Ken Jensen
Fleet Champion .......cc000e. Mike Steffenson
BUer-LIp ., oo vii G iowah aie wlae u Henry Neuman
Club Commodore . ......:««:: ... Duke Pelton
Boat No, Boat Name Skipper
5955 Twilight G. W. Charlesworth
6033 Tippy T Rufus Roys
8028 Scorpion Edmund W. Barch
8222 Katie-D Ron Hughes
9368 Ta De Win Jerry Miller
10156 Misque “25™ William F. Quaintance
10232 Erak g Chuck White
11032° 2 e - Russel Mueller
11270 Expecting to Fly  Kenneth Jensen
12022 Screamer Mike Steffenson
12611 Joey's 12 Walt Bratton
12688 Clockwork Edward Walker
12732 Gemma M James Flick
I28EY saagaas Donald Morrison
12942 Hummer Henry G. Neuman

-
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Fleet 167 Champion “Screamer” skippered by Mike Steffenson with
crew Jean Steffenson and Larry Liebscher,

At the Lake Davenport Sailing Club the 1977 season began by
practice races on Memorial Day weekend with favorable river condi-
tions and fair weather. Racing continued during the summer with two

races every other Sunday afternoon and throughout the fall on each
Sunday. Day sailing was enjoyed by many who cruised on the ten miles
of deep water between the navigation dams and who sometimes
beached on an upstream island or docked at a riverfront restaurant. The
season ended on the last of October after many rare days of good racing
and day sailing.

Six scheduled race events were held with about a quarter to a third
of the fleet participating. The summer series in June, July, and August
were the most popular with Neuman, Steffenson, and Quaintance
taking 1st, 2nd, and 3rd respectively. The fall series in September and
October were sailed in brisk breezes and were won by narrow margins
with Steffenson, Neuman, and Jensen taking the honors. The special
two-day trophy races included the following winners: Fourth of July
and also Founders Day were taken by Henry Neuman and crew of Jerry
Holton and Joe Kelly. Labor Day and also the Polar Bear Regatta were
won by Mike Steffenson and a crew of Jean Steffenson and Larry
Liebscher. Other recipients of hardware at the Polar Bear were second
place to Gene Matthews (L.G.Y.C.) and third to Neuman and clean up
to Don Perkins, also, WOC Perpetual Trophy to Steffenson and Mayors
Cup to Flick. The Fleet Champion and winner of the Ebert trophy was
Mike Steffenson.

Lightning skippers and crews gathered early in the year for the
traditional spring break-up party and annual meeting with *76 Fleet
Captain Linda Neuman as host. Later, new skippers, Van Hyfte,
Mueller, and Perkins were initiated to racing on a river with not much
current this season, Several of the old salts did not shake out the sails
often and were missed during the Sunday afternoon races. However the
expert day sailors, Roys, Walker, Hughes, Gage, and White were out
challenging the stronger northwest winds, Two families trailed boats to
Wisconsin lakes for day cruising vacations on clear water. Four local
boats sailed in three out-of-town regatias in the Midwest District
Championship Series,

Social events were part of the L.D.S.C. activities and included a
breakfast, several dinners, some special lunches and the Awards
Banquet. A racing seminar was held early in the spring and boats were
shown at the sea wall in mid-summer. The annual Polar Bear Regatta on
the first weekend in October was the racing highlight of the season.

LAKE OF NEUCHATEL FLEET (169)
Switzerland District
Based on Lac de Neuchatel, Switzerland

Fleet Captain .. ccivvvsveas Jean-Pierre Monnier
Fleet Secretary . ...oovuueen Jean-Pierre Monnier
Fleet Champion ........ Jean-Claude DuPasquier
BUDREr-II0 s vv oo mims om oo Claude Lambelet
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
6739 Grognard Gilbert Despland &
Marc Lehmann
1934 ST Marc-Antoine Lehman
8292 Ithaque Bernard Linder
11858 Grandgousier Dr. Pierre Grandguillaume
11859 Pinocchio Hans Muhlbach
12572 Garoupa Laurent Lambelet
12860 Garoupa Claude Lambelet
13065 Gargantua Aline Grandguillaume
13066 Sarcelle Jean-Pierre Monnier
13067 Numana Jean-Claude Dupasquier

Gilbert Despland

For our fleet the sailing season has not been much different from
the other years with the exception that many of our crews took part in
Italian regattas.,

On last New Years Eve three of our crews took part in the
President’s Cup in Marsala (Sicily). In June and July we went to San
Giorgio and then to Numana where we were happy enough to acclaim
a5 European champion one crew of our fleet. Later we went to
Gravedano and Trasimeno, and in all these meetings our crews were
successful and brought back a lot of cups.

At the world’s the three crews of ours finished with more or less
luck.

As usual we closed our season with the “melted cheese regatia™, our
fleet championship. In spite of poor winds, but fair weather, we could
nevertheless achieve four mini-runs. Qur European champion, Jean-
Claude DuPasquier won the event and our congratulations. Of the 15
crews who took part, six belonged to our fleet, and we were happy to
welcome an Italian crew from Trasimeno. The results of this event are:
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Ist - J. Cl. DuPasquier 9.5 pis.; 2nd - G. Despland 9.6 pts.; 3rd - P,
Wyler 15.9 pis.; 4th - E. Schaar 16.9 pts.; 5th - J, Hess 20.5 pts.; 6th -
L. Lambelet 23 pts,; 7th - H. P. Schmid 28 pts,; 8th - J, P, Monnier 33
pts.; 9th - H. R. Rahn 38 pts.; 10th - R, Herzog 38.9 pts.; 11th - CL
Lambelet 42 pts.; 12th - H, Zollinger 43 pts,; 13th - M. A. Lehmann 45
pts. and 14th - G, C. Chielli 52 pts.

We hope that next year new crews will increase the number of
competitors in local and regional meetings.

BRANT BEACH YACHT CLUB (173}
Central Atlantic District
Sailing on Little Eqg Harbor at
Brant Beach, New Jersey

Fleet Captain ........c000uuua J. Edward Serrill
Fleet Secretary ... iicivives Robert L. Stephan
Fleet Champion .....cccevveeas Glen Reitinger
BUBIETLID v v ioas wie srsis o s 1. Edward Serrill
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
5837 Barracuda J. Edward Serrill
9262 Valerie Two Herb Twinning
9462 Marcelenda Phillip J. Escole
11087 Spirit Robert Stephan
11LPGE i SLEO Tom Hyndman & Bill Phillips
LAEY @ emnmeeiaes Herbert Streep & Peter Hyndman
11575 Six-Pac Rabert B, Roth
12872 Snooky Glen & Carl Rietinger
12873 Quakers 1, Edward Serrill &

C. W. Hitchler

Fleet 173 just wrapped up another year of rewarding sailing on
Little Egg Harbor Bay, with the annual Indian Summer Regatta won by
none other than the one and only Glen Reitinger and his super crew of
brother Carl and Tom Monk. They are the Fleet champions for 1977,

Sailing on this bay of ours with steady winds and keen competition
is the only way to spend a summer, and that is exactly what we did, We
started off with an eighteen race series for the Summer, and mixed in
the District Champs Warm Up Regatta and the District Regatta, with
two of our sailors qualifying for the North Americans. Don’t forget the
Holiday Regattas and, last but not least, our Super Race Committee.

This year's mast rearranger award goes to Ed Serrill for over-simpli-
fying his rig at the districts, and again the weekend after. The Reitinger
brothers with crew Hubert Streep, put in a good show at the North
Americans and in doing so they win the Rudder Rearranger Award. At
times there was heavy air and the Reitinger Brothers, with Tom Monk
as crew, had their share of HJs.

In light air, the true test is the skipper's patience. Again Bob Roth
did his usual and convinced us all to follow him around the course.
Nobody wins like he does in light air.

Qur long list of steady crews here at BBYC deserves some
recognition and this year several new faces joined the regulars in the fun
— Tom Monk, Lance Bacchai, Hubert Streep, Mike Stephan, Barbara
Serrill, Chuck Hitchler, Paul Barylski, Chris Quigly, Bev King, Diane
Heeney, Steven Roth, Sue Phillips, Pete Hyndman, The crews put up
with sometimes ornery skippers, but they do enjoy with him the feeling
of competition and excitement that is racing a LIGHTNING.

SHREVEPORT FLEET (175)
Southern District
Sailing on Cross Lake, Shreveport, Louisiana

Freet CAplain: <o v s soeaises i Larry Lashley
Fleet Secretary /Treasurer ....... Marcus Millican
Fleet Champion .......co00iun Marcus Millican
Runner-Up ................Marshall H. Walker
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
6116 Hunga Larry Lashley
8099 Roundabout Ben Miller
11081 = e Henry C. Coutret
11385 Buglet John Butcher
11562 Mahi Mahi James H. Mills
11725 Laura Dean Mayfield
12699 Cooter Poo 111 Marshall H, Walker
12836 2 e Leroy Peters
12839 Knee Deep 11 Larry Pledger
13040 Gray Ghost Marcus Millican

As in the past, sailing has been a year round sport on Shreveport's
Cross Lake, and the Lightning fleet has again set an example for the
sailing classes both in participation and in interclass competition. In
size, our fleet has remained essentially unchanged, but the level of
competition has grown measurably keener. Our neighboring fleets are
becoming increasingly aware of the Shreveport “boats to beat™.

In late July our fleet suffered a very real loss in the death of Chapin
Plumer, whom, with his wife Barbara, we have counted among our close
friends for several years. Traveling from seventy-five miles away every
Sunday to join the Lightning fleet on Cross Lake, they were an
inspiration to all of us, We will miss Chape and the green-hulled Rivet
he sailed so consistently and so well.

Additions to the fleet during the year are David McCary, Ben Miller,
and Don Moore, David brings a vintage model 4158 with him that is in
remarkable condition, and with a raked mast and new suit of sails, her
performance should be excellent. Ben and wife Patty have brought
8099 back to life and already are providing lively competition to the
glass-bottoms. The Moores have just purchased the notorious Shady
Peal, and with their two teenage boys already experienced as crew
members, they should make their presence felt very shortly.

Although our sailing season never really ends, it begins in earnest
each year with the annual Holiday-in-Dixie regatta. Coming in the last
week of April, this event serves as a “kick off™ regatta for the eight
most active sailing classes in Louisiana and neighboring states. Total
entries from all classes in this event numbered ninety-five, Twenty-two
Lightnings were registered. It is of special interest that young Stephen
Craig from Dallas® Rush Creek Yacht Club was winner in the Lightning
class since last year's winner was his father, Jim Craig. No shortage of
sailing talent in that family. Rick Tears, also from Rush Creek, won
second, and Cal Herman took the third place trophy home to New
Orleans,

Shreveport boats had their share of the glory in out-of-town regattas
during the year. The Southern District Championships were held in
New Orleans, Marshall Walker captured a fourth in that event and
gained his second invitation to the North Americans and, for the second
time in as many years, he represented our fleet at the N.A.’s. At the
GYA, also in New Orleans, John Butcher claimed a second, and at the
Jackson invitational later in the year, he again earned a second. Marshall
Walker placed fourth at Jackson. At the annual “Turkey Day™ regatta,
in Dallas, which ends the circuit, our fleet was literally blown off the
lake and left the silver for the survivors.

On the local scene, Marcus Millican, after twelve agonizing years of
defeat, finally put it all together and became fleet champ. His new boat
and an exceptionally fine crew didn't hurt. Marshall Walker, a past
champ, was the closest contender and kept the action very lively, The
fleet championship is awarded as though a circuit were being sailed. The
best composite score taken from four weekend series held on Cross
Lake during the spring, summer and fall determines the winner,
Although Millican led the four events, Walker pressed for a close second
in three of them and Henry Coutret kept the pressure on in the fourth,

In interclass competition on Cross Lake, Lightnings proved their
superiority, which none of us ever doubted. A new event was
introduced at the c¢lub in the early spring, CLOI, the Cross Lake
Offshore Invitational. The event consists of a forty mile course set up
around the perimeter of the lake with a mark or two set interestingly in
the middle. Our lake not being too large, it requires three times around
the course to achieve the forty mile total. All classes compete on a
handicap basis, separated into centerboard and keelboat divisions. In
the first CLOI, Lightnings came in first, second and third on corrected
time in the centerboard division. Winning Skippers were Walker, Pledger
and Millican. Mild protests were heard from other classes concerning
the handicap system. So, prior to CLOI II held in the fall, handicaps
were adjusted to make a repeat occurance less likely. CLOI 11 was sailed
in winds 15 to 25 mph. It was a gruelling forty miles, many boats
dropping out. Lightnings again came in one, two, three. Skippers this
time were Millican, Walker and Pledger. Next years’ CLOI may see
Lightnings in a division of their own, judging from the cries of the other
centerboarders. Or perhaps exiled to another lake!

We have missed James Mills who is off to college, but look forward
to his return during the summer especially since he's been sailing in
collegiate competition while away. Leroy Peters will have to make a
new start next year since he's lost his crew, the Moore brothers, who
went off and bought their own Lightning as mentioned above. Last
years' fleet champion, John Butcher, whose absence for several months
can be attributed to a severe case of tennis fever, plans a comeback in
'78. We all look forward to another active year and again invite our
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Lightning friends in other fleets to join us at the Holiday-in-Dixie
regatta next spring.

GREAT SOUTH BAY FLEET (178)
Long Island District
Sailing on Great South Bay at
Amityville, New York

Fleet Captain .........

Fleet Secretary .....i...

Fleet Champion ,.....

cvasss . Robert T, David
...... Frank Marinaccio
....... Frank Atkinson

RunnersUp ....ovvvvoniinnsin Frank Marinaccio
Transom Trophy ............... Alan Pearlman
Boat No, Boat Name Skipper
7. I Bab David

7020 Ted & Alice Robert Weiner

8423 Toothache Axel Paulsen

8780 Friendly Lady Alan Hoffberg

9615 el Bruce Hafner

9804 9 iasees Richard Miller
10260 2 .. .oceens Bruce, Frank H. & Frank

H. Atkinson, Ir.

28X Siteasss Arlene Graffa Goldsmith
10315 Chinese Fire Drill Joe Rossbotham
10531 Riptide Otto Hoglievina
10724 Mistress Bob David
11530 Ay, Caramba! Tom Green
11657 Challenge Tom & Tom Tyler, Jr.
11774 Dionysas Richard D, Kopka & Judy Bahr
11715 Mathiew 20°16 Joseph E. Geraghty, Ir.
11852 Endeavor Mike & Neil Gargiulo
12042 Cookie Monster Frank Marinaccio
AIgS Gasaeni Alan Pearlman
12656 The Sting Stanley Stiansen
12987 Kow-A-Bung-A Charles A. Ford

Frank Marinaccio and Frank Atkinson fighting it out for the Fleet
Championship, )

FRANK ATKINSON is again our Fleet Champion for the third
consecutive season, but this year the rest of us made it more difficult
for him! Frank also won the G.S.B.Y.R.A. season trophy and the
Invitationals at Long Island Yacht Club, Race Week, and Sayville Yacht
Club. Frank placed fourth at the Districts behind his son Frank Jr., and
Frank Jr. won the Point O'Woods Invitational with his dad’s boat.

FRANK MARINACCIO was runner-up in the Fleet Championship
and also runner-up at the Districts. He also won the Spring Series und
Fall Series at Narrasketuck Yacht Club and the Unqua Yacht Club
Invitational.

TOM GREEN is the fleets hottest skipper winning the Districts with
three firsts, and has the highest average in the fleet. He would have won
the Fleet Championship, but did not have enough races to qualify. Tom

goes to many ‘away’ invitationals and this year went to the N.A.'s, as
did TOM TYLER, TOM also won the Babylon Invitational.

The Narrasketuck Yacht Club Invitational was won by MIKE
GARGIULO and a bottle of the bubbly, MIKE, unfortunately, lost part
of the season while dabbling in real estate.

JOE ROSSBOTHAM won his first race ever during the Fall Series.
He got the traditional fleet christening (we threw him in the drink).

The fleet continues to grow; adding five (5) new members this year.
We welcome MICHAEL FUNK, JEFFERY LAZARUS, JOHNDAVID-
SON, VINCENT DEL CASTILLO and ANGELO DI MARTINO. The
fleet lost only one valued member this year, RICHARD KOPKA, he
married his crew.....Judy! They had a great wedding reception that was
held in proper tradition......on a boat.

On the social side, the fleet also did very well beginning in March
with a party and meeting hosted by the DAVID's, and a cocktail party
by the WEINER’s in April. The KOLLER's hosted a shrimp and
champagne dock-side party at Babylon, at which there were many
foolish happenings. The GERAGHTY's hosted their Third Annual
Meatball and Spaghetti Party again, with BILL WISE in charge of the
meatballs. JOE added a new dimension in cruising to Regattas in a
MORGAN 0O/1 41, He took almost the entire fleet for a cruise at
Sayville, 1 do not think anyone will forget the night at Point O"Woaods,
when a midnight thunderstorm rolled through.

The ATKINSON's hosted a fine cheese and champagne party after
the races at Long Island Yacht Club, which revived the spirits.

With so many members now bringing cruising boats to Regattas,
there is always a get-together or party to revive us after the races.

The Fall Frosthite Series has just been concluded and the winners
were KATHY GERAGHTY, RON THOMPSON and ANDY GOODWIN.
They took turns skippering the boat,

With the same kind of spirit and enthusiasm we look forward to "78.

CONNEAUT LAKE YACHT CLUB (180)
Lake Erie District
Sailing on Conneaut Lake, Pennsylvania

Fleet Commodore ........... Att. Mark Prather

Flest CApiaim’ oo e ra e Charles Good
Fleet Secretary . ... .ueweeinmsss Carol Prather
Fleat Champion: . . covasiieasnmbasi Boh Lilly
Runmers-Up ........c0ciunnn John E. Shaffer &
Skipper Ragghianti
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
T171 01" Blue Dr. Duane & Charles Good
ST mid e R John N. Shaffer
10029 ..., Louis Deglau
112 5 N e T = Dr. John Hanek
11063 iUl Bob Lilly
11563 Tt otk John E. Shaffer
17747 Heid Aweigh 111 Charles & Dr. Duane Good
12864 e ' Skipper Ragghianti

Our friendly fleet (180) started the season in mid June, and
concluded on Labor Day weekend. Bob Lilly retained the champion-
ship with superb sailing, but his competition is getting closer. You
should have been there to see him go overboard on a quick wind shift,
and to have a crew member try the same thing a week later, Ed Shaffer
wouldn’t share his second place this year, but Skip Ragghianti breathed
down his neck. Qut of 16 races, five different skippers finished with
one or more firsts — this made for a real close season. Our Labor Day
weekend series saw Lilly, Ragghianti, and Dr, Good leading the pack,
and each received an appropriate silver engraved bowl.

The upside-down trophy was passed on to our Commodore Att.
Mark Prather, who couldn't handle a bad wind shift with the spinnaker
on a broad reach. Several others came close to joining him. Generally
speaking our winds and weather were quite satisfactory.

Each skipper and his crew were pleasantly surprised, as they received
a lovely fiberglass serving tray with a color picture of their Lightning, in
competition, printed on it, along with the fleet name and year. We are
all indebted for this fine work to Ed Shaffer, this years runner-up
skipper. These trays will enable us all to relive 1977 summers races
many times,

Several of our skippers like to see how other fleets handle races, as
Bob Lilly and crew took 11063 to Pymatuming Yacht Club to
compete. Skip Ragghianti and Dr. Good took their boats to St
Petersburg, Florida, and then also over to the Pennsylvania Governor’s
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Cup Regatta at the Susquehanna Yacht Club. They recommend more of
this as the hospitality is great, and the experience very rewarding.

Our social activity started with a Spring banquet — then a July
picnic at Ed Shaffer’s and finally a Labor Day picnic at Dick Rentz. We
all look forward to these friendly get-togethers, They provide a great
opportunity to talk sailing.

SHEBOYGAN LIGHTNING FLEET (187)
Midwest District
Sailing on Lake Michigan at Sheboygan, Wisconsin

Fleet Captain ...... .00 SRR .+« John Visser
Fleet Secretary . ......««xss+4......J0hn Visser
Fleet Champion .................. Rick Larson
Runner-Up ............cc.u.... Tryg Jacobson
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
6283 e Anthony Kortenhorn
8750 Z-much George R. Griffiths
9397 Viking Robert A, Nehrlich
10070 Griffin Sheboygan Sea Scouts
10363 The Streak Dr. Dean Pratt
11188 Full House Eric & Dr. Christopher A. Graf’
11330 Sea Hag Timothy Gottsacker
12280 Sun Tryg Jacobson
12889 oinewiiws Richard Bemis
12775 Tweety Eric Larson
Life Member F. C. Jacobson

The 1977 sailing season was considerably more placid than the 1976
season when Sheboygan hosted the North American Championship.
Not only did we have less activity we had considerably less wind than
we did during the 1976 NA's,

The Fleet was divided into an “A"™ and “B" Fleet in an attempt to
give more enthusiasm to the skippers of the *B” Fleet. The results of
the two series saw Tryg Jacobson taking first in Fleet A Gresholt and
Rick Larson taking second. Dean Pratt took first in Fleet *B” of the
Gresholt series. The Piper Series was won by Tim Gottsacker a
newcomer to the trophy circle followed by John Visser in second and
Dean Pratt in third.

One of our sailors, Tryg Jacobson, was lucky enough to sail in the
World's in Switzerland this summer where he pulled off a 26th place.

The season “Bust-up™ has been scheduled for November 19 during
which time we plan to review slides of the World's taken by Frank
Jacobson, and present trophies. With the new fleet captain installed we
look forward to a fun, exciting and enthusiastic year on the shores of
Lake Michigan.

MARBLE HEAD LIGHTNING FLEET (189)
New England District
Sailing on the Atlantic Ocean at
Marblehead, Massachusetts
Fleet Captain ,......«:440. .. Gerald Hosman

Fleet Vice Captain ............Robert Gauthier
Fleet Secretary ............. Donald Humphrey

Fleet Champion ...cveieneevaesan John Collins
First Runner-Up .. . covivivvvans Joel Humphrey
Second Runner-Up . ............ Thomas Stover
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
.05 T Py S R ea John Bozek & Jay Butler
6655 Bat Robert Gauthier
7852 ERENIEE R. Lawrence St. Clair
9499 Gull’s Rest Gerard Hosman
10036 P Frank Bodengraven
10226 Tigger Charles Pace
10610 Grog Robert Coble
10804 P = Joseph Peterson
11100 Romp Thomas Stover
11112 Fred Juden
11630 SR Bernard Burke
12385 Shamrock John Collins
12706 Courageous Donald Humphrey
Doe Doe 111
Life Member Y e Dr. Louis Pocharski

The 1977 season for our Fleet was an exciting season of racing,
social gatherings, individual exploits at the New England District
Regatta, at the North Americans and here on the ocean at Marblehead
as well as right in the harbor during starts of the Twilite Series. Much
pleasant weekend and evening day sailing up and down the North
Shore, up to Gloucester, past Manchester-by-the-Sea or around Baker's
Island and the Misery Island and into Manchester Harbor or deep into
Salem Sound to Beverly Harbor, (maybe the birthplace of the U.S.
Navy,) also filled the Fleet’s 1977 sailing agenda.

Early in the season, America’s Cup contenders for Defenders honors
— Independence and Courageous slipped their moorings at either Little
Harbor or at local yacht club, launch floats and proceeded out onto the
ocean for trails and training side by side with fleet members heading
out for Spring Series starts. Yes, we had our share of turtles and near
turtles, Rick Humphrey in the Twilites, Gerard Hosman in the Saturday
Championship Series and even John Collins during Raceweek. John
righted his craft and hung in for a respectable finish. Fred Juden got
past Bob Gauthier in sufficient fashion to gleefully hand his cousin Bob
the “Elephants Tail” trophy complete with hanging hooks for display
in the Gauthier living room,

The season began with a lovely spring cocktail party at Fleet
Captain Gerard and Marian Hosman’s home in historic Salem.
Raceweek in July saw visiting skippers and members of the fleet vying
for awards, Thursday through Sunday and another mix of 14
Lightnings ready to cross the line for the State of Massachusetts honors
on Saturday and Sunday. The two concurrent events went like this —
Thursday it blew HARD for two back to back races, Friday a more
gentle wind for two races, Saturday a total loss except for the
scrumptous cook-out at the Stovers home in Marblehead, That day
there was dense fog with the Lightning fleet, visitors et al strung out in
a line moored to each other to the speed limit buoy at the mouth of the
harbor. Every one had a snooze protected under the loose cover of their
main sail. Sunday there were two salvage races in exasperating winds,
Georges Peter and John Collins tied for first place in the State of
Massachusetts Regatta, by a flip of the coin. Georges Peter gave John
Collins the State of Massachusetts trophy. However, Georges took
honors for Race Week overall. Georges name is now engraved on the
“Larsen™ Lightning Trophy along with many other outstanding
skippers of years past.

The season’s awards, as explained by Race Committee Chairman,
Larry St. Clair went like this — John Collins won a large rear-view
mirror for the season’s Championship. John also received a lovely
Revere Bowl for that feat. Joel!Humphrey and his crew won a book
“Plain Speaking™ plus a mug for First Runner-Up position and Tom
Stover won a can of helium to lighten his boat and a Revere Bowl for
second Runner-Up position in the Championship Series. For winning
the Tuesday Twilite’s first place finish, John Collins received a stainless
steel horn to call his flock following him; and for the Thursday
Twilite's first place finish, John won a canvas bag to carry all his
goodies home. Gerard Hosman won the Hourglass Tophy for his
amazing feats with a spinnaker. The Best Performance of a Wooden
Boat prize, a book on the new racing rules, went to Larry St. Clair, The
Elbow Grease Award for the best brightwork went to Bob Gauthier and
it was a package of very fine sandpaper. The Fog Award (it has nothing
to do with the mental state of the skipper) went to Tom Stover for
being able to miss all the marks in the fog, and it was a small compass.
The Frank Shorter Long Distance Award goes to Charliec Pace for being
the best skipper to drive from the furthest away. Charlie received a pair
of sailing gloves that could also be used for driving, The Turtle Award
goes to that skipper that tries the hardest to make his boat look like a
turtle — Gerard Hosman won a clinometer. Fred Juden won the Never
Give-Up Award, which was a set of tell-tails. The Bunker “All in the
Family™ Award went to Fred Juden and Bob Gauthier for being the
best and most harmonious cousins to race this year, Their prize was a
book on sailing tactics. The last and most coveted award was the Lou
Pocharski Award which must be carried in the winner's boat for ever
and ever. It is given to the skipper that wins the most trophies for the
season so John Collins won a big cinderblock. Larry made these awards
at the very wonderful and pleasant Awards Dinner attended by the full
extent of the flects stay at home and don’t go away to school contigent
Friday evening, October 28 at the Corinthian Yacht Club, The dinner
so penteely chaired by Gerard Hosman closed our Fleet activities for
the 1977 season.
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NORTH EAST RIVER FLEET (192)
Dixie District
Sailing on North Chesapeake Bay of
Havre de Grace, Maryland

Fleet Captain ......ccvviuas Robert S. Crowder
Fleet Secretary .............. Priscilla Crowder
Fleet Champion ..............Tom Thompson
BAOEE U v oaasans wassavsaviasan Bruce Hardy
Fall Series WInner . . - ...« ovewvmvan ClLiff Matson
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
6617 Mischiel Thomas S. Webster, Ir.
QD 2 iieaeaaae Ann E, & Clifford H, Matson, JIr.
9852 Alhana Bruce Hardy
10025 Sundown Tom Thompson
10168 Interlude Edward H. Kris
104200 Gesrewieanas Ann E. & Clifford H. Matson, Jr.
10852 weeesese " Victor G. Wareham
11771 Windy Raobert S, Crowder, JIr,
Life Member Charles Trayford 111

The North East River Lightning Fleet 192, sails in the mouth of the
Susquehanna River at Havre De Grace, Maryland.

This year with an infusion of new blood the fleet is making a
recovery from a period of low activity. The year started in February
and March with a recruiting drive with advertisements in the local
newspapers followed by a campaign to interest local known unaffiliated
Lightning Owners and inactive fleet members. A series of classroom
seminars were conducted in April and May followed by a series of mini
races in May and June.

On July 16th and 17th the fleet hosted the Dixie District Junior
Championship. While the tum out could have been better, it was
heartening to see the spirit of competition and comraderie displayed
between the participants.

The Fleet Championship was held in real drifting conditions over
the Labor Day weekend. A runoff race was necessary, with Tom
Thompson just beating Bruce Hardy at the wire for the hotly contested
Championship.

The silver Wallace E, McKee memorial tray, symbolic of our Fall
series was won by Cliff Matson and his family. While the turnout was
spotty, the sailing conditions were good. The last three races were
cancelled when the wind conditions dictated that discression rule over
valor, Race ten saw Bruce Hardy and his crew take an impromptu swim
when he became careless at the final jibe mark.

We are looking forward to next season with lots of anticipation,
hopefully with & larger membership, some new gear and sails and a new
boat or two.

MISSION BAY FLEET (194)
California District
Based on Mission Bay, San Diego, California

BIotE CRBEBIN . o5 o5 vk 0 800 58 wors Warren Gross
Fleet Secretary/Treasurer . ........ Al Poindexter
Fleet Champion ............ ve...Myron Lyon
Runner-Up v cuaniciciieiaas Charles Gotschalk
Boat No, Boat Name Skipper
8627 Fastenul Hank Fastenau
9172 -3 Bernard & Warren Gross
9R32 Puddleglum Kirk A. Johnson
11625 Now Fred Knauer
11662 Tangerine Charles Gotschalk
11735 Nameless Terror Myron C. Lyon
13116 Richard Brewer
13186 R T Myron C. Lyon
Life Member Alan Raffee
..... o Wl O Hugh Kimball

At our annual Installation Dinner in January, Hugh Kimball was
installed as the new Fleet Captain, and John Lyon as secretary-treasur-
er. However, when the Kimballs moved to Seattle in July, and John
Lyon left for college in the Fall, these officers were replaced by Warren
Gross and Al Poindexter.

After the “Frostbite Series” the Kimballs were on Cloud 9, having
won their first Series ever. Charles Gotschalk was second, Knauer third.
The five race Winter Series was won by Myron Lvon, the first of his
many wins this vear. Kimball took another trophy for second place,
and Gotschalk was third.

Series 1, in March, was won by John Lyon, son of Myron, with
Kimball second, and Daira Gross, third. The Spring Regatta, held at
Coronado Y.C., was also won by John Lyon, with Warren Gross second.
The others, not in contention for the trophy, came in early because of
high and very gusty winds. Heavy chop and waves, made it a question
of survival, rather than racing.

The eleventh Southern California Lightning Circuit had 20 boats
participating, with skippers coming from as far as Buffalo and
Vancouver, as well as the usual crowd from San Francisco and Redondo
Beach. We enjoyed having Tom Allen, frequently North American and
World Champion, here for the first time since he won the North
American's at MBYC in 1961. We had beautiful weather and fresh
breezes all week. Tom won the overall Circuit and demonstrated his
great sailing ability by winning every race except one, in which he was
over early at the start. Myron Lyon took advantage of that lapse, and
won the Easter Regatta portion of the Circuit at MBYC by 3/4 point
over Allen. Further details on the Circuit are contained in the report of
the California District. The eating was as good as the sailing, with
fantastic dinners hosted by KHYC, Bernard and Muriel Gross, Myron
and Andrea Lyon, and MBYC. As it said on the cake, “Lightning Sailers
Have More Fun.” Incidentally, preliminary reports indicate that a great
attendance for the 1978 Circuit (March 19-24) is expected, and we urge
all Lightning skippers to come, especially those in Portland, Seattle,
Klamath Falls, and Vancouver, in addition to our usual participants.

The Memorial Day Series, five races in the ocean, was won by
Myron Lyon, who took a close series over Gotschalk; Knauer was third,
Myron followed this by winning Series I, with Gotschalk second and
Fastenau third. Myron Lyon continued his winning streak at KHYC in
the YRU Regatta; his son John was second and Mike Boswell of KHYC,
third. A couple of weeks later, Myron was successful at KHYC again,
vinning the California Districts for his first time. MBYC's Barber twins
dso placed with a third.

In July the Barbers won the Firecracker Series handily, with Knauer
second, and Sundsmo (who bought the Kimball's boat when they
moved to Seattle), third. That month we also had our big annual social
event — the Beer Bust and Abalone Feast, hosted by the Bradys in their
beautiful garden on a perfect evening. Hank Fastenau had done the
necessary diving to get the abalone.

In August, Chris Gotschalk (son of Charles) won all three races to
take Series III. Myron Lyon had three seconds and John Lyon three
thirds. Series IV was taken by Charles Gotschalk with a coin toss, after
he and Myron Lyon finished in a tie.

Three of our skippers trailered to San Francisco for the Pacific
Coast Championships. Myron Lyon took second, losing by one point to
MNelson of Portland. His crew, Al Coha, went overboard in one race.
Charles Gotschalk gathered in third place. John Lyon would have
finished in the top five if he hadn’t gotten back late from having
breakfast downtown Sunday morning - he got 19th in that race.

Myron Lyon won the five day Labor Day Series. In a very close
battle for second place Gotschalk's 3-1-3-3-1 for 10% points topped the
Barber's 2-3-2-1-3 for 10% points. A week later Myron kept his winning
streak alive by capturing first place at the Billie Boswell Memorial
Regatta at beautiful Lake Cachuma. The three lead boats were very
close in all the races. Lyon had 1-1-3, Gotschalk 2-3-1, and Gross 3-2-2.
At the District meeting which followed the BBQ dinner, it was
announced that Myron Lyon had been elected Vice-President of the
International Lightning Class Association.

In September our Bowen Memorial Regatta was won by Chrs
Gotschalk, who had ended up with Myron Lyon at 5% each; Gross took
third. After Mark Patty came Kurt Johnson, our fleet's latest
acquisition from Tennessee, for the fifth place trophy. In October at
KHY('s Hurricane Gulch Regatta, Charles Gotschalk battled three close
races with Mark Patty, who won the Regatta. Boswell was third and our
Al Poindexter, fourth. At MBYC our Spook Series ended with Myron
Lyon and Knauer, both at 5%, but Lyon won on 2 out of 3. Charlie
Gotschalk was third. Although we still have to finish our Fall Series,
and sl our Turkey Series, it looks as if Myron Lyon will edge out
Gotschalk for the Fred J. Knauer Trophy as Outstanding Lightning
Skipper of the Year in Club races; he also has definitely won the same
trophy for Regattas, and he is Fleet Champion for 1977, Truly this has
been the yvear of the Lyon.
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SURF CITY (196)
Central Atlantic District
Sailing on Manahawkin Bay at Surf City, New Jersey

Fleet Captain . ..cocomaiiais abisn. Frank Temme

Fleet Secretary ... uviveisaissna Les Hunton
Fleet Champion .................Jack Elfman
Runner-Up cooowvassinmiesssss Frank Temme
Saturday Series Champion ......... Jack Elfman
Boat No, Boat Name Skipper
454 El Fid Charles N. Howe
787 Jeanie John H. Elfman
7733 Tori 11 George A, Christie
10306 Rebel Charles C, Harris
10370 Blew Cheese Les Hunton
10771 Warlock Frank & Thomas F. Temme
11122 Punch George Schmidt
11739 Rip City Express  Jack Elfman & Marvellen Carducci
11753 Escape II Carl O. Berg
12454 El Fid Charles N. Howe
12553 The Pink Panther  Glenn L. Weber, Jr.
ARSI 2 st Ralph Messersmith
13063 Asp Jack Elfman & Maryellen Carducci

Life Member Howzird J. Mullin

Another successful season has come and gone for Fleet 196. Most
club races saw flects of 7 or 8 boats turn out for the competition and as
in recent years Jack Elfman was the man to beat. As it turned out, Jack
wasn’t beaten too often and once again emerged as the Fleet Champion.
Ralph Messersmith and the Temme brothers also kept a torrid pace all
season long. The remainder of the fleet hung tough, however, and the
pack kept growing tighter as the season progressed. Much of the credit
goes to Fran Temme whose sailing classes brought several young and
enthusiastic crew members to our service and what a job they did!
Hopefully they will be skippering their own Lightnings in the future.

This year’s most improved skipper award went to 19 year old Lint
Weber who sailed solid, consistent races all year long. Lint is a very
industrious fellow, and for this first regatta chose to mix it up with the
“heavies” in the District Championships. Although finishing out of the
money, he was in the thick of each race, and will be one to reckon with
next summer,

The fleet was sorry to see the departure of Chuck Swartley from
active participation, Chuck was last year's most improved skipper and
sailed some dandy races. However, he did manage to convince Les
Hunton, a crew of many years at the club, to reach down into his
change purse and buy the Blew Cheese, thus keeping her in the fleet.
Les claims that if he ever learns port from starboard he’s going tobe a
terror.

The highlight of the season was the Central Atlantic District
Championship which was hosted by Surf City. In conditions which
ranged from serenity to a howling screamer, Jack Elfman outran a fleet
of 28 Lightnings to carry off the top prize. Also in the money were
Fran Temme 5th and Ralph Messersmith 8th. Jack and Ralph went to
Buffalo where both performed extremely well.

Once again this year it was Elfman who kept Surf City on the map.
His performances throughout the racing circuit were outstanding.
Among his many good finishes were firsts in the CADs and the Surf
City Annual, seconds in the Atlantic Coast and Pennsylvania State
Championships and a strong finish in the North Americans,

Finally, Fleet 196 wishes to heartily thank Race Committee
Chairman Gerry Murray and his able assistants who gave so unselfishly
all season long so that we Lightning folks could enjoy ourselves every
weekend.

We wish everyone a warm and prosperous winter and we hope to see
everyone when the first white shape goes up in the spring.

CHAUTAUQUA FLEET (198)
Lake Erie District
Based on Lake Chautauqua,
Chautaugua, New York

Flead Captaln oonaaiainvaieaa i Jeff Digel
Fleet Champion ......... .- .. James D. Neville
Runner=Up .c.ciwinivimmniains David J. Ingram

Boat No Boat Name Skipper

1766 Play Mor Lewis Morgan

41 17 R M. Hirsch

9701 Temptation 111 Frederick R. Franke
10922 s James & Cherie Neville
11251 Bete Noire Ted Bailey

11469 Rangy Lil Tom & Dave Ingram
11619 0. B, Joyful R. W. Cornell

11620 Atiller the Hun Doug & Robert Bargar
11870 .. Paul Branch

12038 Enlil Kevin Dietly

12601 Second Wind 1. Bailey

12614 Fledermaus Jonathan Oram

12778 Pt Clinton Wilder

12811 Burly Girl John Turney

12855 Julia Jeffrey Digel

12910 Stinger John C, Wallace, Ir. & Sr.
12947 - Doug & Robert Bargar
1322 e James D, Neville

Dave Hill

Jim Neville and crew in World Class form.

The summer of 1977 was marked both by keen competition on
Lake Chautauqua and an increase in participation at outside regattas by
Fleet 198 members.

The season got off to an early start at the Cornball Regatta, With
eight or nine CYC Lightnings participating, the fleet was well
represented by spotty but strong finishes by boats “from the other end
of the lake.,” At the Niagara Invitational Regatta at the Buffalo Canoe
Club, a strong contingent of Chautauqua sailors ventured off the
“pond”™ and onto the lake. Fleet 198 showed good speed in the light
Lake Erie slop on Saturday, but on Sunday strong winds and high seas
proved tough to take.

At the District Championships in July the fleet continued to show
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its enthusiasm. The nine boats from Chautauqua put in a respectable
performance — the Ingram brothers qualified for the NAs while three
other Chautauqua crafts placed in the teens. Both the river current and
the unusual courses seen at the Niagara Sailing Club will be difficult to
forget.

%‘erennia] Fleet Champion, Jim Neville, sailed in the World Lightning
Championships in Switzerland. He, along with his sisters, Nancy and
Candy, were able to take advantage of the “Chautauqua-like™ condi-
tions that prevailed and brought home a fourth place finish.

Back on Chautauqua Lake, the July and August Series proceeded
without interruption. The results were as follows: Missing only two
official races while in Switzerland, Jim Neville managed to finish first in
the July Series. Dave and Tom Ingram finished second, and in a closely
contested battle for third, Cherie Neville triumphed. In August, Jim
again took first. John Turney sailed to a second place finish and the
Bargar brothers, who shared the helm of “Afternoon Delight,”
squeezed into third place.

With still growing interest and enthusiasm, the Lightning Fleet at
Chautauqua looks forward to another successful and enjoyable summer
of sailing.

CLUB NAUTICO OLIVOS (206)
Argentina District
Based at Olivos (Buenos Aires, Argentina)

Fleet Captain . .vovvvransisnnes Martin Canepa
Fleet Secretary ... ouvivinss Maria C. de Pascuchi
Fleet Champion .....ccociesevnnen Mario Isola
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
4351 Swan IV Angel Vila
8411 Repunte V Javier Pascuchi
11037 Marmolin Carlos Collet
11043 Mancarron Mario [sola

Although our fleet still remains small at the Club Nautico Olivos, we
are at a stones’ throw from the Yacht Club Olivos (both on the same
port) and very near the Club Universitario de Buenos Aires, also on the
Rio de la Plata. Sailors from the three clubs rally 'round for the 4-6 race
championships we have scheduled for most weekends of the period
March-December. January and February are the summer months when
we rest our weary bones and take our much-needed vacations.

Our local District Championship in 1977 totalled a fleet of 22
Lightnings which is one of the highest in recent years. There are 22 oval
masts in Argentina at present and 22 enthusiastic crews that enjoy an
even competition,

Carlos Collet has handed over 11037% tiller to his son Daniel, who is
doing very well. Martin Canepa has stepped off 11043 after many years
to skipper a borrowed boat, with borrowed sails, tiller, mast, etc. It isa
good addition to the fleet as he sails consistently well.

Angel Vilas’ 4351 is a rather heavy and much battered hull, but with
an oval spar and a satisfactory set of sails, it is generally among the
leaders at the windward mark.

We are very close to solving the lack of equipment problem which is
the only limitation that keeps the Class from growing further. Hopefully
during 1978 we will have an important increase of Lightnings sailing on
the River Plate.

NORTHEAST YACHT CLUB FLEET (207)

Ohio District
Sailing on Lake Erie at Cleveland, Ohio
Fleet Secretary .. ccosseannoiises . . Joe Podnar

Boat No. Boat Name Skipper

8705 Zubenelgenubi Albert Suster

9475 Golden Eagle Joseph Podnar
11278 LaBiche 111 Lud Lekson
11310 Rondo Dr. Edward Chester
11338 Mains Ale Robert T. Mains

No Report.

NEW ORLEANS YACHT CLUB (209)
Southern District
Sailing on Lake Ponchartrain at
MNew Orleans, Louisana

Fleet Captain .....cccveuvvennunas Cal Herman
Fleet Secretarny ....cvvevevrveses Buck Ballatin
Fleat Champion ......ceeseessas Buck Ballatin
Bunner-Up i c i iana vivains evies Cal Herman
Boat No. Boat Mame Skipper
5484 Miss Cookie Glen Ladnier
6218 Yellow Submarine  Dennis Mahler
7421 Sarah 1. Dr. Wm. Pelon
9012 Dutch Glen Higgins
9319 Cajun Roger Evans
09423: = GuiEeEas Terry E. Passman, M.D.
9696 SB Buck Ballatin
10026  li.ieas Jerry Lemann
10757 Leprechaun Eric Michaelis
10816 e Buck Ballatin
11238 Frumious Bander- Gene Van Norman
snatch 111
11483 Super Mink Cal Herman
11688 0 aaianadn Walter Tyree
No Report.

ROYAL ST. LAWRENCE YACHT CLUB (215)
St. Lawrence Valley District
Sailing on Lake St. Louis at Montreal, Canada

Fleet Caplain «  ovuwwws wais Archibald Cameron
Fleet Secrelal¥ . vvvuevssessaa.. RUssel Scrim
Fleet Champion ........... Archibald Cameron
BUOBTIEEATIE o6 555 oo misns obls 5 ocdim b George Layton
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
5389 Kismet Sam Woosey
7850 Windfall F. E. Collins
9666 Mistarris R. Taylor
9694 Sara B F. H. Boone
11266 Gaosling Peter F, Winstanley
12311 Sail La Vie G. Layton
12361 Plasduirel A. Kuiper
12564 e Robert & William E. Neapole
12597 Old 97 Dr. A, Cameron
LEISY ~ o ssvssann M. Brossard
12827 Sheila VIII R. C. Scrim
12BB2.  caasenes Andre Noel
18148 e G. Layton

Our activities this season were somewhat spotty partly because our
Fleet Captain and Great Leader, Dr. Archibald Cameron sold his boat at
the Canadian Open in Thunder Bay and thus reduced his activities
thereafter. Also, Russ Scrim acquired a Whitby 42 and the “learning
curve” on this boat interfered with his Lightning activities throughout
the season, particularly on the weekends. We missed the Neapole
brothers who were among the absent — mostly because of overseas
travel.

On the other hand, competition was keen among those who came
out and we were delighted at the increased participation of Andre Noel
who ended up the season with two, or maybe even three, boats. Archie
Cameron has ordered another new boat, so all is not lost and we are
looking forward to renewed activity at a higher level for 1978. He again
ended up the season as Fleet Champion.

The big news for us was Cameron almost winning the Canadian
Open. He had it in the bag but, unfortunately, there was a mix-up with
the Race Committee when they changed the course in the second to
last race and he was disqualified. In any event, he made an excellent
showing and obviously is a man to be heard from in the days ahead.

There is considerable enthusiasm in the Fleet towards the Southern
Circuit. If current plans develop favorably, we should have an unusually
large contingent. We are certain that this project will help encourage
renewed vitality and enthusiasm for Lightning sailing.
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SAGINAW BAY FLEET (216)
Michigan District
Sailing on Saginaw Bay at Bay City, Michigan

Floot CAPAN vuvvuvmsswms susmmees Joe Dissette
Fleet Secretary .. .ovveveeness Lee Klopfenstein
Fleet Champion . ...ccvieercressrris Bill Boice
Runner-Up svvucinncsvaannas Lee Klopfenstein
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
6262 Tuit Bob Kelsey
TIAD . e Bill Stewart
T855 Yellow Jacket John E. Johnson
9903 Moxie Dennis Bergevin
¢ B O O Jim Peters
10366 Schuss Boomer Jim Schofield
II0S0. hidiaeas Ben Evnon
11164 Sauverkraut Lee Klopfenstein
11797 Sully Dr. Hugh Sulfridge
12002 Sea of Joy Bob Camp
P2285 2 aessaes Tom Burk
12533 Dr, Seuss 11 Richard Burrow
12721 Sea Bee Carl Hesse
12733 Carousel XII Bill Boice
12933 Spirit of '76 Ed Woods
13133 Carousel XIV Joe Dissette

Fleet Champion Bill Boice (middle) with crew Burris and Greg Smith.

This year we hosted the Michigan Junior Districts, combined with
our State Invitational. Many of the Seniors appreciated the combined
event because they could participate in the Senior Invitational by
crewing for a member of their own fleet while keeping an eve on their
own pride and joy. ldeal conditions prevailed both days with 8-12 mph
winds out of the Northeast. Al Peloquin, Joe Dissette and Dave LaRue
served as race committee for the event. Geome Nichols and Roger
Bauer did an excellent job serving on our stake boat, so the results of
the Juniors were us follows: Jim Morse, Adrian - first, Kyle Militzer,
Fenton - second, Bill Crow, St. Joseph - third, and Cully Hesse, Bay
City - fourth. The Senior event was won by Hank Hodgson of Devils
Lake, with Dave Fury of Fenton, second.

The 15 week evening Cowl Series continued to be popular this year.
Weather conditions were favorable as only one race was lost due to
heavy winds. Bill Boice won the closely contested series with a low
total score of 17 points, Consistent sailing in all weather conditions
resulted in 6 firsts and 4 seconds for Boice. He narrowly defeated Lee
Klopfenstein, who posted a season score of 19 points for second place.
Jim Schofield led the fleet to the finish line on 3 occasions, which
helped him secure third place Tor the season. The newest member, Cully
Hesse placed fourth for the season. Adding to fleet competition were
Dick Burrow, Hugh Sulfridge. Chick Burda, and Jim Peters.

We want o welcome Denny Bergevin, Bill Stewart, Tom Burk and
Ld Wouods, as new members of the fleet. We hope that one of our top
skippers, John Johnsen will return as an active member after spending
this season building a new home

Fleet 216 wound up the 1977 sason with a closely contested Labor
Day Regatta, Joe Dissette returned after two season’s absence to take
second place in this event. Bill Boice was first, and Carl Hesse took

third after missing much of the season fulfilling his obligations as Club
Commodore.

Next vear Fleet 216 hopes to welcome all Michigan sailors to our
new club house, improved facilities, and mosquito-less swamp land.

LAKE ZURICH (219)
Switzerland District
Sailing on Lake Zurich at Zurich, Switzerland

Fleat Captalny ... ccvcsoviinns J. Weilenmann
FISet SAEYBLATY v v vvvn s smanawm s H. Zollinger

Boat No, Boat Name Skipper

5384 Trixli H. Tobler & J1. Sulger
6203 Manta W. Ruetschi

6377 Kon-Tiki E. Biefer

7588 Marika H. Vogel

8942 Asandra R. Meier & P. Dill

9130 Tabu 111 R. Berger

9479 Tempest Ch. Huwiler

9487 Bahar H. Gunther

10277 None Such Werner Christen

10483 Escape W. Binggeli

10904 Sucuri Dr. H. Hotz

11489 Reuel 111 Prof. H. and Hansjurg Zollinger
12091 Aallotar P. Voellmin

L2092 e H. Kueng & F. Zimmermann
12164 = L. F. Andersen

12318 . SEiddaaa Dr. E. Heim

12318 Exuperantios R. Moser

13070 Hacora V1 Hans Rahn

072 g Ch. Huwiler

13074 Reuel 111 Jurg Weilemann

6 Lightnings J. Sulger/Segelschule
Life Member ........ 0. Weber

Although the number of Active Members has further diminished in
1977 a hard core of sailing cracks stepped up activity considerably.
Fleet 219 has been represented in every major national or international
regatta. Even our ‘veterans” were set on fire by the enthusiasm of our
younger sailors and were seen at our regional races,

Nevertheless, we couldn't have made it without the help of our
neighboring fleet Greifensee which supported our efforts of re-activat-
ing racing activity on Lake Zurich. It was the first time since many
years that our traditional autumn-regatta saw more than 10 boats
participating. However, we are sorry to say that our annual Lightning-
Weekend had to be cancelled due to bad weather conditions and lack of
interest.

Still, we think that after vears of inactivity our fleet is coming back
to life and we feel a definite up-trend for 1978. A new competitive
Swiss Euro-Lightning will certainly help. The past season was not bad at
all — the next one will even be better.

HENDERSON HARBOR YACHT CLUB (225}
Central New York District
Sailing on Lake Ontario at Henderson Bay,
Henderson Harbor, New York

Fleet Captain cccoovainsieas Richard B. Stevens
Fleet Secretary v ..John H. Treadwell, 11
FIEEE COADNDEON oo einwmnvaire o orsoior oia Wi orarececa: sTers v
BUNTEE TP oo v oo wimee o m e sca et w00 i wim m i
Boat No, Boat Name Skipper
Sbl2 ~ 0 Ghaaessd Richard B. Stevens
5841 Zig-Zagger R. B. Stevens
G602 issaaies Len Phillips
G886 Rejoice Aime’ Hall
10118 Yea Hootie Robert Doyle
10707 Vikingen Dave & Robert Parker
10709 Lelda Dr. Harry MoeMillin
10712 May Day May Day May P. Robinson &
John Treadwell, 11
2048 0 wiioosas Dr. Irwin Stone

No Report.
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BISCAYNE BAY LIGHTNING FLEET (226)
Florida District
Sailing on Biscayne Bay at
Coconut Grove, Miami, Florida

Fleet Captain .......c0uneu. George L. Freeland
Fleet Secretary .. ..ecevvens ... Alis M. Freeland
Fleet Champion ......... Jim Pinion/Randy Clee
Bummn€r-Llpy e e siih wiidace lorge Freeland
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
2073 James M. Sapp
3151 Sonata E. Richard Brasgalla
7485 Brumus Too Dwane Elmore
8038 Zephyr Gregor J. Hargrett
8368 Bose Behr John Behrmann
9421 Tabasco Alan Westcott
9975 Golden Hawk Joe E. Baumie
02307 0 seswseas Steve Witherspoon &
Donald M. Riedel
10827 Preparation H James O, Pinion
10886 Faster Horses Tim K. Tripp
11616 The Crimson
Dynamo David Brennan & Howard Sutter
981 2 wasesess Marc Pearl
12111 3 T Dr. David Behringer
12893 Panache George L. & Jorge L. Freeland
13218 T John A. Swenson, M.D.

Life Member

Charlie Beedle
Michael D'Agostino
FFred Hutchinson
Randy Lowe

Lightning Fleet 226 is the OH WOW group in one-designs on
Biscayne Bay. During the past three months, we have doubled our
membership and added three more boats to the racing scene. We are
famous for our parties as well as our sailing skills.

Highlights of our social year included an “over-night™ sail to Elliott
Key in March, a "Tacos/Nachos/Beans Supper and Sailing Seminar™ in
April (which earned money to buy a swedge tool set), a "Ya Gotta Be
Kidding” Lady-Skippers-Only race in June with a Keystone Kops
course and a stern-first, Bikini-Tops-Flying finish, and a Dutch-treat
Fleet Dinner after the BEBYRA Awards in October. We wound up a
fantastic year for Lightnings in Miami with our annual Christmas
Dinner Party and Fleet Awards in December at the Freelands' home.
Seventy members and friends gathered for barbeque, sangria and all the
trimmings provided by the group. Add a guitarist, a hand-writing
expert, a Chinese auction and slides of past races — not to mention
“trophy presentation”™ — and you have some idea of why this party isa
hit.

One-design races are scheduled one week-end each month, sponsor-
ed by the five local yacht clubs (Coconut Grove Sailing Club, Coral
Reef, Biscayne Bay, Key Biscayne and Miami Yacht Clubs) which
comprise the Biscayvne Bay Yacht Racing Association. In addition, we
have several annual regattas, the District Championship and the
Southern Circuit Mid-winters.

B.B.Y.R.A. 1977 “Lightning” championship was won by our
District Commodore, Jim Pinion and Randy Clee. Texan Jim and
Randy have really gotten their act together this year on Preparation H
(10827). They took the honors at Coconut Grove Sailing Club's annual
regatta on Oct. 22/23rd, with 2nd place going to Don Riedel and 3rd to
16 year old Sam Pearl. Coral Reefs annual regatta on December 10th
had winds gusting to 30 knots. Pinion and Clee took a first in both
races. (A big cheer to Reid Hutchinson who is usually the 3rd member
on this dynamite boat.) 2nd place went to Dr. Jack Swenson from Palm
Beach racing his new Lightning (13218) for the first time. 3rd place to
Joe Baumie and Frank Adkinson, Jr. (also racing with us for the first
time in 9975). Nine Lightnings raced in our final regatta for 1977. We
were the largest fleet of one-designs present.

Congratulations to the three Fleet Champions for 1977, Ist Place
going to Jim Pinion/Randy Clee, 2nd place to 16 year old Jorge Free-
land and 3rd place to Mike D'Agostino and 17 year old Freddie Hutchin-
son (younger brother of Reid Hutchinson). Pinion/Clee win the “Nelson™
perpetual trophy for the year. Trophies were framed “original™ pencil
sketches of Lightnings rounding the windward mark, done by Miami
sailorfartist” Zoe Todd. Charlie Beedle and Alan Westcott were
presented with engraved lucite sloops, honoring them for their years of
devotion and service to the Lightning Class and to Fleet 226. Every
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member has received the beautiful “LL.C.A. — 40 years™ decals for
their boat and car. 1978 will be action packed with Lightnings as the
“hot™ boat in one-designs on Biscayne Bay.

BOMOSEEN YACHT CLUB FLEET (227)
MNew England District
Sailing on Lake Bomoseen, Vermont

........... James Leamy, Ir.
........ William Stevens

Fleet Commodore
IFleet Vice-Commodore

Fleet Secrelary . . ... vvvineneen Douglas Wilson
Eleat Treasier . oo du e iei James Gallipo
Fleet Champion ..:ioiinaanniaia David Stagg
Runner-Up ........ wesseess s James Leamy, Jr.
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
YB3 0 asemess David Stage
11886 ... James Russell
12077 Raider 11 James Leamy, Ir.
12486 3 ccieieas Ray & Raymond Harrington, Jr.
1 F o N e oo Paul Schoenbucher

Although we have decreased in size in the last two to three years,
Fleet 227 is still afloat. We sailed a full race schedule in 1977 consisting
of our regular summer series and three weekend regattas.

Dave Stageg jumped off 1o an early lead in the summer series, and
won both the Memorial Day Regatta and the Stowell Series on July 4th
weekend. Jim Leamy came on strong in the latter part of the season,
and ended the year by sweeping the Bellrose Memorial Series on Labor
Day Weekend, The final tabulation for fleet champion gave the honors
to Dave Stage by a narrow margin.

Ray Harrington, Jr. proved to be a definite threat to the fleet
leaders. Although he was unable to put it all together, he did have his
share of first place finishes. The Schoenbuchers, with 15-year-old Carl
at the helm, provided additional competition. Carl’s performance in the
latter part of the season assured the fleet of a tough contender in the
future.

Scholastic and social responsibilities associated with medical school
prevented Jim Russell from sailing regularly with the fleet. Although
infrequent, his appearances were greatly appreciated, especially when
he brought his topless crew. Jim represented Fleet 227 in the New
England District championships, and went on to the North American
championships, where he placed 23rd in the President’s Cup.

Bill Potter’s boat, due to hull problems, spent much of the 1977
series in dry dock. Looking back, it secems as though Bill's boat also
spent much of the 1976 season in dry dock. To insure against his
retirment to the list of permanently inactive skippers, Bill was elected
Fleet Captain for 1978,

David Stageg our Fleet Champion.



RIVERTON FLEET (228)
Central Atlantic District
Sailing on Delaware River at Riverton, New Jersey

Fleet Captain . ...cvovwevenranes William Graff
Fleet Secretary ....cvvvvvvnvnn Djoerd Hoekstra
Fleet Champion . ...vovevorean Djoerd Hoekstra
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
5092 0 essanus Dominick Dragotta
BE93 0 camemsen Bob Eisele
6001 Slo Gin William Graff
7278 = Walter F. Cincotta, Jr.
8536 Trop Chere Bob Haag
B616 Enterprise Hugh J. Hutchinson
Q28 = iesbes Frank A. Helsel
10079 ..., Thomas B. Hollyday
10401 Peapod Robert Stern
10526 e e Steve Perkel
10545 ..aaas i Peter F. & Earl Marvin
L1207 sy Tom Donlon
11543 Trial George 1. Miller
12900 Natural High Weld Coxe
13230 Typhoon Djoerd Hoekstra

Betty & Dale Allen
Melvin J. Buckman
Fred J. Schlobobm

Honorary Members

Lightnings ar Riverron, N.J.

Photo Credit — Thomas Barnett

Riverton had its most successful season in many years, The number
of our boats has increased quite remarkably to twenty, and so we once
again can give our up-river neighbors at the Red Dragon Canoe Club and
the Penn Manor Yacht Club some good competition.

With the increase in number of boats, have come new social
activities, fun things to do like picnics and games, as well as stronger
fields at our various club series. Our very successful Wednesday Night
Series, for example, saw 8-10 boats for each of ten evenings. We also
were able to hold a FFall Series again for the first time in several years.
One of the extracurricular activities was a Lightning-Come relay race,
which was sailed in Flying Juniors in 25 mph winds, followed by a
picnic and a volleyball match.

The Governors Cup Regatta in June was won by Frunz Schneider
from the Red Dragon Canoe Club; this was the first year in recent
memory that the Governors Cup Trophy itself was awarded to the

winner of the Lightnings as well, so Franz went home with lots of
silver. The Lightning Regatta in September was won, again, by Bill
Clausen from Great Egg Harbor. The Gamma trophy, which is awarded
to the skipper who compiles the best overall record in the three-regatta
circuit comprised of Red Dragon, Riverton, and Penn Manor, was won
this year by Gregg Funari of Red Dragon, who sailed his new boat
consistently fast.

The results of our local series are given below:

Thaw-Oul Series Tom Barnett, first; Ed Termini, second; Walt
Cincotta, third,

Club Championship series
second ; Tom Barnett, third.

Wednesday Night Series
Walt Cincotta, third.

Summer Series
Barnett, third.

Fall Series
third.

We are sorry that Tom Barnett decided to take a breather from
active sailing; fortunately his boat staved in the fleet when he sold it 1o
Steve Perkel. Tom is also the “official” fleet photographer, and the
accompanying picture shows his professional touch.

Our season came to an end with the Riverton Yacht Club’s Awards
Dinner the day after Thanksgiving when Fleet Captain Bill Graff was
elected to the Yacht Club’s Board of Directors.

We are looking forward to 1978 when Riverton will host the Central
Atlantic Districts.

Djoerd Hoekstra, first; Peter Marvin,
Tom Barnett, first; Bill Graff, second;
Bob Haag, first; Walt Cincotta, second; Tom

Frank Helsel, first; Bill Graff, second; Steve Perkel,

CHINOOK LIGHTNING FLEET (229)
Pacific Northwest District
Sailing on Fern Ridge Reservoir, Eugene, Oregon

Fleet Captain .......ov.a0s iaaes s Jerry Boyle
Fleet Sec’y.-Treas. ,....... +«++.. . Ralph Mergen
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
4359 Batchelor Ralph Batchelor
Button
4397 ol LA 4 Ralph Mergen
BOGL Y RS Gib Haller
9226 The Great Ralph Mergen
Pumpkin
9819 Aquarius Dr. Donald Brinton
11429 Crackerjack & Jack Culver
Supernan
11965 Gone With Jerry D, Boyle
The Wind
12078 AL Kathy Lawrence
12650 Lianona Richard Masker
12675 sk George McBride

A dry year in Oregon,
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“drought (drout), n. 1. Dryness; want of rain. 2. A dry spell, esp.
when protracted.”” That pretty well defines Fleet 229's sailing season in
1977. The drought in Oregon did it to our normal and accustomed
place for sailing — Fern Ridge Reservoir. No water! Mud flats greeted
the beached sailors and generated unlimited frustration all summer.

In spite of very low water, we managed to squeeze in two or three
weekends on the lake in late June. The Barber Series, the annual
“Oregon only' race was held and included participants from the
Portland and Klamath Falls Fleets, John Benedetti, Fleet 283, took the
honors,

All other fleet activities in 1977 depended entirely on using
someone else’s water, Two great races in Newport on the Oregon coast
in spring and fall provided challenging opportunities to battle wind,
current and the Portland Fleet. Travel to Klamath Falls for a great
Memorial Day event, and Portland’s regatta held on Yale Lake in
Washington's cascades rounded off an unusual season, The districts in
Seattle were an interesting hodge-podge of heavy air and drifter races
attended by members of Fleet 229,

All in all, 1977 was a season to be remembered for its lack of home
port sailing that we have taken so much for granted year after year.
Perhaps the most missed was the “around the campfire” fellowship
normally found when sailing every weekend at home. Qur beautiful
club grounds were virtually abandoned after June. As this article is
written, the normal Oregon rains are falling, promising a great vear for
1978.

FLOTTA DI MARIVELA ([Italian Navy] (235)
Italian District

Fleet Captain .......00000. C. A. Piero Bernotti
Fleet Secretary ......... C. C. Ettore De Angelis
Fleet Champion ........... C., C. Bruno Magoni
Rimaerbtlp s canipess s C. V. Luigi Merola
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
9347 Turbine 2nd P
ISTE:  SSesane 0 anEess
6T - pueiREY Wiieaies
10675 Lampreda: @ Loieiaas
10676 Palamita = Liiceeis
10677 Sugarello C. C. Ettore De Angelis &
C. C. Bruno Magoni
I0Fan< ' dg e s k), e
LIGRE. ko misn et
11778 Aguglia. ~~ aiiie...
LIPS wiiaanass 0 Gmaedanyi
11780 Lacerto T. V. Sisto Gaio
LILT8L © emsnaws 0 dkewwaises
11935 Leccia C. V. Luigi Merola
11937 Salmome = ........
11938 Sarago C. C. Lino Leuci
11939 Dentice S.T.V. Luigi Turco
LES4E) 000 nnsuEsT  Gimadian
11941 Luccio T. V. Mario Giordano
PEDD. Gaaeumme 0 it
11943 Temolo C. F. Piero Caricato
13068  camesw C. C. Giovanni Rizzieri

The skippers of the fleet dominated the Italian Championship.
Bruno Magoni is the new District Champion and Luigi Merola the
runner-up.

The other boats of the fleet are used as school boats, for this reason
the rigeing, fitting and sails are nol competitive. We hope to have new
boats next year.

LAKE DUNMORE FLEET (243)
MNew England District
Sailing on Lake Dunmore, Brandon, Vermont

Fleet Captain .. ..oveseonsoess. Don Brush, Sr.

Pt SECTBEAIY o v.vneis wis s wia s Christine Brush
Fleet Chimpion . ...eevewereneas Don Sherburne
Rumner-Up ... cnvnmemamrnsass Don Brush, Sr.
Boat No. Boat Name Skipper
11649 Hop-Op W. L. Wright

11212 DCBee
11663 El Dippo
13172 Wild Goose
PANIE. M smdi

No Report.

Donald C, Brush, Sr.
James Reiman
Donald Brush, Jr.
Donald Sherburne

8763 Sindbad the oldest boat at the World Championship.

FLOTTA DEL GARDA (249)
Italian District
Sailing on Garda Lake at North ltaly

Fleel Captain ... vv.verese.....Orazio Tessari
Fleet Se